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TALK NO. 11 

(December 30th, 1947) 

N O A H 4  

Noah Enters the Ark 

Going to the Multitudes 

We have got to get this story to the multitude. The human mind 
says that it's a tremendous job, but we've got to do it. We've got to 
get it to the multitude, and I mean we-every single one of us. Don't 
wait for me to do something. Paul said that he was under bonds to 
preach Christ, and so are we all. We have got the answer-there is 
no question about that-and every day makes it clearer. 

I want to read you something from a calendar that I was given. 
I think it says a lovely thing, and it is something we've got to do. 
This calendar has a little robin on it, and underneath it says, "He 
started to sing as he tackled the thing that couldn't be done, and he 
did it." Unless we can preach the gospel and heal the sick, as well 
as raise those who are spiritually dead,-and that is the highest form 
of raising the dead,-we won't get anywhere at all. Science isn't 
something that we want to cloister, or something that is mere theory. 
It is something that has got to enter into every detail of our lives, 
every minute of our lives. It has got to be so real to us, so warm, 
so living, and so vital. We begin by learning it, but we've got to 
end by being it. 

With Report No. 10 you will have had a summary of the true 
record of creation and the false record of creation, but don't think 
that you can understand it all at once. Ponder this story. I ponder it 
all the time. Get the tones of it. Don't bother about the words so 
much. Feel it, touch it, let it be warm, let it be living, let it be vital, 
so that you begin to use it,-or rather, it uses you. You'll find that 
you are using it without knowing it, because it will be quite natural 
and spontaneous. Remember this: to-day you and I are just dimly 
seeing the picture. When a small boy first learns addition, he sees 
addition everywhere, and he says, "There's something I know- 

17 



there's addition." You and I have d ~ ~ l t  a great deal on Mrs. Eddy's 
statement, "God i s  incorporeal, divine, supreme, infinite Mind, 
Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, Lo\.c" (S .  & H. 465: 9-10), and 
therefore wre see that everywhere in the Bible story, but this is just 
the beginning. 

The Days of C'rcation and the Synonymous Terms for God 

At this point, I ~ . o i ~ l d  like to mention that there is a certain 
amount of talk p i n g  o n ,  saying that nwvhere in Mrs. Eddy's books 
can 1.011 find any coriricction between thc days of creation and the 
synonyrnoah tcr-tiic for God. Yet the days of creation tell you of 
nothing hut those synonymous terms! One \\conders if the people 
who say such things h a ~ e  ever read the chapter on Genesis in "Science 
and Health" ! I t' they have, they could not possibly say that there is 
no connectron \%.hatever betnmn the days of crcation and the synony- 
mous terms. The tact of the niattcr is that the days of creation are 
the heginning of thc \> nonyrnous terms for God, because they are 
the beginning of thc story about God and man, and they lead you 
to an understanding of the "incorporcal, di\,ine, supreme, infinite 
Mind, Spirit, Soul. Principle, Life, Truth. Love." Moreover, Mrs. 
Eddy's definition 01' "Day" in the "Glossriry" of "Science and 
Health" is "The ~rmdiance of Life; light, the spiritual idea of Truth 
and Love" (S .  2L H. 584: 1 -  2). Hokk., then. can it be said that the 
term "day" 11ns nothin? to do with the synonymous terms for God. 
when each day is a nicasured de\.elopment of the essential nature of 
God as Life, Trxth. and L o ~ f e ?  We used to think that the true record 
of creation \{;it; jmt thc story of seven days, hut now we know that 
the n.holc stor>. of the di\.int. system is there in  a degree. When you 
arrive at the Science of i t ,  and you look back on the story from 
the point of Princtpk, you see that it includes the whole system in 
some measure. 

We are going to scc this system running right through the Bible,- 
this system ot'tlit. seLrcn totics and the infinitc calculus (their fourfold 
operation),--and ~\L"re going to sce how it  \\as introduced into the 
minutire ot' the life of the indi\.idual, the family, the nation, and 
mankind as a \{.holc. That is the story of the Bible. 

In thinking about these days of creation. you and I are at present 
just seeing certain aspects of them. For instance. N.e have seen that 
when you look a t  the seven days of creation from the focal point of 
Life, the cre;iti\.e sense, ~ . o u  see the seven days climaxing as the 
Word of Life. :inJ so you see the Word in itc own aspect, the Word 
reflecting the C'llrist. the Word reflecting Christianity, and the Word 
reflecting Science. As 1 . o ~  look at the seven days from the focal 
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point of Truth, or Christ, you see all seven tones and also the Word, 
the Christ, Christianity, and Science, each in its own aspect. And 
as you look at the seven days from the point of view of Love, you 
see all that is in the sixth day encompassed in the infinite Father- 
Mother God. 

Now, there is much more to the seven days than that, but it will 
unfold naturally and normally. The fact is that if you examined 
carefully the day of Life and the day of Truth and the day of Love, 
you would find all the orders in each one of .hem, because as you go 
on, you see how everything in this story reflects everything else. 
The minute you touch one synonymous term for God, you touch 
them all. But at the present time don't let's get bothered about that. 
The thing that is important at the present time is this: to get the tones 
of the days and of the four orders in their simplicity. If these are 
clear in our thought as we go through the Bible, and we see how 
they are used to tell mankind about God and man in every detail, 
then when we arrive at the city foursquare in Revelation, which is 
the pinnacle. the climax, of the whole story, we shall be able to look 
back at the story from the state of thought symbolized by the city. 
'The time comes when we look at the story jionz divine Principle, 
Love. But I feel that at the present time the important thing is to 
have the days of creation and the four orders clearly in thought and 
to let them be living. That is what I have tried to do in this summary. 
I have tried to epitomize the tones in the true record so that we can 
lay hold on them mentally and spiritually, so that they are not just 
mere words, and not just "the first day," "the second day," "the 
third day," and so on, but so that they are values, numerals of 
consciousness operating in a four-dimensional calculus of the Word, 
the Christ, Christianity, and Science. 

The Foundation of the Bible 

When you have the tones clearly in mind, you see how the true 
record of creation shows you in the account of the first thousand 
years of Bible history how to analyze, uncover, and annihilate a false 
sense of God and a false sense of man and all that results from a 
false sense of God and man. When you come to that point, your 
thought is ready for action, and then the story of the second thousand 
years of Bible history, which is mainly concerned with the story ol' 
Noah, takes you further. It tells you how you can use your under- 
standing of metaphysics to separate intelligently between the real 
and the unreal. 

It seems to me that the true record of creation and the first and 
second thousand years of Bible history give you your foundation. 
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You have the true record, and then you are shown how that true 
rccord will en,lble you to analyze, uncoLer, and annihilate the false 
sense of God, the false sense of man, and the false sense of existence. 
And then you are shown in the Noah story how you can use that 
intelligent undergtanding to separate the real from the unreal, and 
so "emerge gently from matter into Spirit" (S. & H. 485: 14). 

Through the true record of creation and the first two thousand 
years you learn your fundamentals, and then you come to the third 
thousand-year period, and the story of Abraham shows how the 
individual can use those fundamentals, and then the story of Jacob 
shows how the Lrnilj can u w  them, and then the story of Moses 
shows how the nation can use them. When you come to the writings 
of the prophets, you  begin to see how mankind can use them, and 
then you get the record of Jesus, and at that point of Life they begin to 
become subjective. to become demonstrable, and you see that there 
IS only ont: '~bpect to them,-the Scicmbr of being. Jesus came to 
fulfil all things; his mission uas  fulfilment. He said, "1 am come that 
they might have life, and that they might habe it more abundantly" 
(John 10: lor. Also, "I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil" 
(Matt. 5: 17). In the fifth day the days of creation become numerals, 
-numerals elf' thought operating in a calculus. It is a calculus of the 
WO:~, but you couldn't have a calculus of the Word without touching 
the Christ, Chribtianit!, and Science. As soon as you have touched 
one, q ou h;l~e tou~ht'd the others. 

Our Tools 

I do hope that qou i+*il l  ponder the tones.---the real meaning,- 
of the true :tiid false records in Genesis. Think them out quietly. 
Don't rut1 through them. Begin to mother them in )our thought. 
Let them come in and abide with you. The) \ + i l l  become dynamic 
to you, and then IOU will sce how ordered the development of this 
idea is, and h o u  nil1 begin to appreciate the false record (as well as 
the true) as v.mtten from an inspired point of view. You will see how 
you can begin to analyze the physical as only the "physical" (S. & 
H. 1 15: 2 1-24). and see the false record as the false record; how 
you can then uncover mortal mind and so see that the Abel state o f  
thought. tile improved human sense, is good up to a point, but can't 
stand u p  :lg:iinst the physical; and finally spiritual sense will lead 
you to \+here the physical disappears and qou find your life "hid 
with Christ in God"-"Enoch walked ith God: and he was not: 
for God took him" (Gen. 5: 24). Little by little you'll assimilate the 
divine sjstem of God's ideas, and it will become perfectly natural 
to you, and that is when it heals. 
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Mrs. Eddy says, "Reason is the most active human faculty" 
(S. & H. 327: 29). Now surely, in attaining and preaching the 
kingdom of God, we must make use of "the most active human 
faculty." Religious belief says that reason has nothing to do with 
religion, and the Christian Science church to-day seems to think 
that reason has little to do with Christian Science. But Mrs. Eddy 
says, "Reason is the most active human faculty. Let that inform the 
sentiments" (S. & H. 327: 29-30). In any subject that you can think 
of, what real sentiments would you have if a reasoned sense of that 
subject didn't "inform the sentiments"? Your sentiments wouldn't 
be worth anything if they weren't informed by reason. But if senti- 
ments are based on reason, they begin at  "Let there be light," and 
that becomes "Let there be order.'' You know, the loveliness, the 
sweetness, the wonder, the daintiness, the certainty, the Science, and 
the spirituality of these days of creation are beyond words. You 
never give a man a job to do without tools. These are your tools. 
We are going to see how these tools were used by the individual, by 
the family, by the nation, and by mankind as a whole. 

The Flood Cannot Drown the Christ-Idea 

Now we come to the story of Noah, and we are told that there 
was a flood,-a flood of human theories which tried to flood Noah's 
consciousness, and which now claims to flood mankind. The world 
has never been face to face with a worse flood than there is to-day, 
-a flood of fear, hate, jealousy, envy, greed, selfishness, loss of 
standard, materiality, and so on. That is true, but the fact is that 
the Christ-idea is forever marching on, and the Christ-idea is always 
appearing. If there are people who know what an ark means,-that 
is, if they have understanding, if they know the safety of under- 
standing and can intelligently use it,-then something will happen 
and civilization will go forward. Civilization will certainly continue 
but what a price we pay for progress! Why? Because humanity 
doesn't know how to bring the Christ-idea to birth. Mrs. Eddy says, 
"Teacher and student should also be familiar with the obstetrics 
taught by this Science. To attend properly the birth of the new child, 
or divine idea, you should so detach mortal thought from its material 
conceptions, that the birth will be natural and safe" (S. & H. 463: 
5-10). Humanity doesn't know how to bring the Christ-idea to birth, 
and so the birth-pains are acute, and that is why the record of 
human history is what it is. But it doesn't have to happen in that 
way. The unfolding of the Christ-idea is irresistible; it is bound to 
go on. Salvation is as definite as God Himself, and nothing can stop 
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it. "Infinite progression is concrete being" (Mis. 82: 20). The story 
of the ark tslls us how n e  can take care of the situation. 

Here again, in the story of the ark, we have a symbolization of 
the process o f  analysis, uncovering, and annihilation. In the first 
thousand vears the process was symbolized by Cain. Abel, and Seth. 
Here it is symbolized by Ham, Shem, and Japheth. In the first case, 
the false record shoued how to use the process of analysis, uncovering, 
and annihilation t n  destroy the false sense of God and man and the 
universe, which supposedly arose through a mist; in the second case, 
the story of %oah shows how to apply that process definitely to 
h u m a n  eupcricnce, individually a n d  collectively. 4 s  I have said, I 
feel that when u e  have understood the true record of creation and 
the first thousand years of the Bible and the wonderful story of 
Noah and his ark, then we begin, and like Abraham, we go out to 
look for "a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker 
is God" ('Iieh. 1 1 : 10); we go out to "seek a country," but we know 
where we are ~n ing .  And then, like Jacob, we struggle and we are 
blecced. Then. l ~ k e  hloses, we explain God to men, and then, like 
the prophets, ~ v t .  show nnnkind how to use the ideas of God, and 
then, like J ~ ~ L I \ ,  L i re  demonstrate them and fulfil all things. 

It seems eutraordinary that the great physlcal scientists arrive at 
the most detinitt: conclusions about the temporal nature of material 
existence and they see that it is always the outcome of sense-testimony, 
and they a l s ~  rirrive at the most definite conclusions that the spiritual 
i \  the real, b ~ i t  they never seem to see the application of the spiritual 
fact. In the c3ms way, it never seems to occur to the writers in the 
Hi ble cnmmentnrieq --and they are great scholars and wonderful 
Christians and great gentlemen-it never seems to occur to them at 
all that the H ~ h l e  ctor~es are a matter of symbols. They say that the 
story of Uoah can't be historical, and yet they never go further than 
considering ~t from a historical point of view. They entirely ignore 
the fact of the development of the Christ-idea in that period, and 
they miss the \tender of the symbolism of the inspired writers, who 
didn't carc ahout historical accuracy, though they were determined 
to associate the \piritual idea with the Jewish nation. 

From Cain to Noah 

Yow, before we begin this story of the ark, which is a wonderful 
story, I want to trace \vith you the story of the Bible from where we 
stopped last time. We stopped at "And Cain went out from the 
presence of the Lord. and dwelt in the land of Nod" (Gen. 4: 16). 
The record no\! alternates between what they call the Priestly docu- 
ment and the Jahu.el1 document, and there are many contradictions. 
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"And Cain knew his wife; and she conceived, and bare Enoch: 
and he builded a city, and called the name of the city, after the name 
of his son, Enoch" (Gen. 4: 17). The word "Enoch" means "man," 
-it is almost identical with "Adam." 

Then comes a genealogical statement which is evidently a mis- 
representation by the writers of the Jahweh document of the genea- 
logical statement that is given later by the writers of the Priestly 
document. None of it is historical, of course. "And unto Enoch was 
born Irad: and Irad begat Mehujael: and Mehujael begat Methusael: 
and Methusael begat Lamech. And L,amech took unto him two 
wives: the name of the one was Adah, and the name of the other 
Zillah . . . And Lamech said unto his wives, Adah and Zillah, Hear 
my voice; ye wives of Lamech, hearken unto my speech: for I have 
slain a man to my wounding, and a young man to my hurt. If Cain 
shall be avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold" 
(Gen. 4: 18, 19, 23, 24). Some of the commentaries think that these 
last two verses are just an interpolation, because they don't under- 
stand the symbolism. But they are not an interpolation, and there 
is a reason for them. Lamech is telling his wives that as a young man 
he has been foolish morally; remember, you and I have been con- 
sidering the Adam story that man is a creator on a material basis, 
and we saw the result of that false sense of God and man in the 
story of Cain. 

"And Adam knew his wife again; and she bare a son, and called 
his name Seth: For God, said she, hath appointed me another seed 
instead of Abel, whom Cain slew" (Gen. 4: 25); according to belief, 
out of the line of Seth came the Messiah-of course, it can't be 
proved historically. "And to Seth, to him also there was born a son; 
and he called his name Enos: then began men to call upon the name 
of the Lord" (Gen. 4: 26). It is considered by some authorities that 
this is the point where the Hebrews first began to call God 
"Jahweh." 

Next we have the Priestly record: "This is the book of the genera- 
tions of Adam. In the day that God created man, in the likeness of 
God made he him; male and female created he them; and blessed 
them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they were 
created" (Gen. 5: 1, 2). If you understand the true creation, the first 
record in Genesis, then you can understand this mixed record of the 
true and the false, and you will call the false record "Adam." 

The record goes on to give a long genealogy from Adam to Noah. 
I t  says of Enoch: "And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat 
Methuselah: and Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah 
three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: and all the days 
of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five >cars: and Enoch walked 
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with God: and he was not; for God took him" (Gen. 5: 21-24). 
Enoch lived 365 years, representing 365 days, a year, which is a type 
of eternity. ". . . And Lamech lived an hundred eighty and two years, 
and begat a son : and he called his name Noah, saying, This same 
shall comfort us concerning our work and toil of our hands, because 
of the ground which the Lord hath cursed" (Gen. 5: 28,29). "Noah" 
means "comfort." "rest." 

"And Lamech lived after he begat Noah five hundred ninety and 
five years, and begat sons and daughters: and all the days of Lamech 
were seven hundred sek enty and seven years: and he died. And Noah 
was five hundred years old: and Noah begat Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth" (Gen. 5: 30-32). 

Look back for a moment: we first had a false and pantheistic 
record, telling us that Cain brought forth Enoch (Gen. 4: 17-26). 
And then bve had that wonderful statement from the Priestly docu- 
ment--"This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day 
that God created man. in the likeness of God made he him; male 
and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their 
name Adam, in the day when they were created" (Gen. 5: 1, 2). 
Don't we do exactly the same thing'? In the day when Truth is 
revealed to us. this inspired sense of generation analyzes false man- 
hood as "AdLim." Well, the record goes on and gives the genealogy 
from Adam to Noah; it shows how thought arrived at Enoch, and 
then at Methuselah, and then at Lamech, and then at Noah, and 
Koah means "comfort." 

As you rend the Bible commentaries, you think, "How is it that 
these people, uith all their culture, don't see what these stories are 
all about? How is it that they take them historically, and spend 
pages and p a p s  on uhat somebody said about this or that word? 
HON is it that the true significance of these records never seems to 
dawn upon them?" The true significance would never have dawned 
on you and me but for Mary Baker Eddy, ~ h o  looked past the 
false sense o t' God and man and creation, and saw the scientifically 
spiritual story in the Bible. hlrs. Eddy didn't originate anything. 
She was a discoverer and founder. She discovered and founded on 
a scientific basis for this age the story that was in the Bible and 
existed to some extent betore the Bible. I t '  ~t hadn't been for her 
\,ision, you and 1 would not hatre seen any more than these scholars, 
and we would have read the Bible from a historical and etymological 
point of ~ i w ,  and gone no further. Rut because of Mrs. Eddy's 
vision, we see the Bible as a living story from beginning to end. 
If our thought is balanced and cultured in what these numerals of 
infinity mean and how they operate, then we can read the whole 
story of the Dible and see what it really means. That is what I want 



to do: I want to read this story of the Bible so that it becomes real 
and living and vital and intelligent beyond words. 

Extract from Peake's Commentary 

The flood is a symbol, and moreover, a symbol that had always 
existed. I think it is Sir Charles Rutherford who says that he knows 
many nations which have had the story of the flood as part of their 
mythology. 

Peake's Commentary on the Bible states:-- 

Difficult questions are raised as to the relation in which these stories 
stand to other Deluge narratives. A very large number exists, and of 
these many are independent. It is still debated whether the legends go 
back to the primitive period of history before the dispersion; this is 
not probable, for the date would be so early that oral tradition would 
hardly have preserved it. Presumably many were local in their origin, 
for such catastrophes on a small scale must have been numerous, and 
some of the stories may have been coloured and enriched by contamina- 
tion with others. These parallels, however, must be neglected here, 
except the Babylonian accounts. Two of these are known to us, and 
fragments of a third have been recently discovered. The two former 
tell substantially the same story, though with considerable differences 
in detail. 

There are two distinct records of the story of Noah, and they 
contradict each other frequently. Remember that the Jahweh version 
of the story of Noah was eventually edited and re-edited by the 
writers of the Priestly document and was given to the Jews in 
444 B.C. by Ezra, or as some say, in 397 B.C. The prophets took 
the earlier record and used it to bring out their spiritual idealism, 
but also to retain the story as it was known to the people. I wish 
that we would express the genius of those prophets to-day. Then we 
should know how to embellish the theme of "Science and Health," 
in which Mrs. Eddy says that she has "bluntly and honestly given 
the text of Truth. She has made no effort to embellish, elaborate, 
or treat in full detail so infinite a theme" (S. & H. x: 12-15). Mrs. 
Eddy had only one lifetime. Her mission was to write a textbook 
that would go down the ages, and she left it for future generations 
to embellish and elaborate. She said, "Let our pulpits do justice to 
Christian Science. Let it have fair representation by the press. Give 
to it the place in our institutions of learning now occupied by 
scholastic theology and physiology, and it will eradicate sickness 
and sin in less time than the old systems, devised for subduing them, 
have required for self-establishment and propagation" (S. & H. 
141 : 28-3). If you and I to-day had the genius of the prophets, we 



should know how to use the terminology and the idiom of the 
ordinary man to tell the story of the Science of the Bible t o  him. 
A t  the moment we haven't got their spiritual vision, but we shall 
gain it as  n e  understand the spiritual idea. 

Now, let's go on with Peake:-- 
The qucztion as to the historical character of the narrative still 

remains. The terms seem to require a universal deluge, for all flesh 
on the earth was destroyed, and "all the high mountains that were 
under the whole heaven wcre covered." But this would involve a depth 
of water a11 ovcr the world not far short of 30,000 ft., and that sufficient 
water was available at  the time is most improbablc. The ark could not 
have contained more than a vcry small proportion of the animal lifc 
on the globe, to say nothing of the food needed for them, nor could 
eight people have attended to their wants, nor apart from a constant 
miracle could the very different conditions they required in order to 
live at all have becn supplied. Nor without such a miracle, could they 
have ccmc from lands so remote. Moreover, the present distribution of 
animals ~ . o u l d  on this view be unaccountable. If all the species were 
present at single centre at a time so comparatively near as less than 
five thowand years ago, we should have expected far greater uniformity 
between d~fferent parts of the world than now exists. The difficulty of 
coming applies equally to return. Nor if the human race took a new 
beginning from three brothers and their three wives could we account 
for thc origin, within the very brief period which is all that our know- 
ledge of antiquitj permits, of so many different races, for the develop- 
ment of languages with a long history behind thcm, or for the founding 
of states and rise of advanced civilizations. And this quite understates 
the difficulty, for archzology shows a conti~luous development of such 
civilizations from a time far earlier than the earliest to which the Flood 
can be ass~gned. .4 partial Deluge is not consistent with the Biblical 
represe~tat~nn (see above). And an inundation which took seventy- 
three days to sink from the day when the ark rested on the mountains 
of Ararat till thc tops of the mountains became visible implies a depth 
of water which would involve a universal deluge. The story, therefore, 
cannot be accepted as historical; but it may and probably does rest on 
the rccolltxtion of an actual deluge, pcrhaps produced by a combination 
of the inundation normally caused by the overflow of the Tigris and 
Euphratc~ s i t h  earthquake and flooding from the Persian Gulf. 

Symbolic, S o t  Literal, Truth 

It is most lnterestlng that the first record of creation in Genesis 
gives the positive. scientific truth about G o d  and man, and  the 
developnlent of it, and then the second record, the Adam story, 
looks like a p,intheistic record, but it really shows us how t o  deal 
with a falw v x s e  of God  and man. Now here again, in the story 
of Noah. there are two accounts of the same thing: one record (the 
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Jahweh document) says that the rain lasted forty days and forty 
nights (see Gen. 7: 12), and the other says that it lasted 150 days 
(see Gen. 7: 24). You know that "forty" is used throughout the 
Scriptures as a symbol of the application of the divine calculus in 
human affairs; remember that Jesus was forty days in the wilderness. 
"Forty" signified the demonstration of the divine calculus in human 
affairs, whatever the sense of the divine calculus might be. The other 
record (the Priestly document), which, together with the first, makes 
up the story of Noah as we have it, says that the water lasted 150 
days. "1 50" is the "3" of identity (Soul) multiplied by the "5" of 
individuality (Life). Whenever you find "10" and its multiples in 
Biblical numbers it means "applied to the human." So this "150" 
simply means that the pouring down of false identity and false 
individuality was flooding the human condition. 

Those two accounts, taken literally and historically, look like 
complete contradictions, but when you understand the symbolism, 
you see that they don't contradict each other at all. Considered 
historically, many things in the Bible are utterly untrue and utterly 
contradictory, but often they are very wonderful as symbolism. It 
never seems to strike the writers in the commentaries that there is 
a definite system of symbolism in the Bible. The commentaries tell 
you that the Hebrews had holy numbers, but it never seems to strike 
them that they constitute a system of symbolism. As we go through 
the Bible we are going to consider intelligently whether it is a system 
of symbolism, and you and I have come to the point where we never 
have to believe anything that we don't understand, because we have 
found that that gets us nowhere. 

Ham, Shem, and Japheth 

"And Noah was five hundred years old: and Noah begat Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth" (Gen. 5: 32). Mrs. Eddy gives definitions of 
those three sons:--"HAM (Noah's son). Corporeal belief; sensuality; 
slavery; tyranny" (S. & H. 587: 21-22)--Ham represented the 
"physical" ; "SHEM (Noah's son). A corporeal mortal ; kindly affec- 
tion; love rebuking error; reproof of sensualism" (S. S; H. 594: 
14- 1 5)-Shem represented the "moral" ; "JAPWETH (Noah's son). A 
type of spiritual peace, flowing from the understanding that God 
is the divine Principle of all existence, and that man is His idea, the 
child of His care" (S. & H. 589: 8-1 1)-Japheth represented the 
"spiritual." Those are the three degrees in the "Scientific Translation 
of Mortal Mind" (see S. & H. 1 15: 19-3),-symbolized here by 
Ham, Shem, and Japheth, the physical, the moral, and the spiritual. 
You use those three degrees every day in your experience, whenever 
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you come across a condition that is wrong. If you go home to-night 
and there is something wrong, you will think it out, get to the root 
of the trouble, and then do away with it and replace it with a right 
condition. I n  every problem in human experience you use those 
three degrees of analysis, uncovering, and annihilation, but only 
now are we beginning to understand them intelligently. 

After be are told of Noah's three sons, symbolizing analysis, 
uncovering, and annihilation, the human condition to be dealt with 
is described: "And it  came to pass, when men began to multiply 
on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them, that 
the sons of God saw the daughters of nlen that they were fair: and 
they took thern wives of all which they chose. And the Lord said, 
My spirit \hall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: 
yet his daqs shall be an hundred and twenty >ears. There were giants 
in the earth I n  those days; and also after that, when the sons of God 
came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, 
the same became mighty men which were o f  old, men of renown" 
(Gen. 6: 1-3). h ly  own sense of that is that it is a description of 
how the belief in sex-creation de~eloped. Remember that in the false 
record woman w8as created after man, and then woman was cursed 
to bring forth children in sorrow, and here they were beginning to 
realize the presence of women and the sex-belief increased. 

"And God saii that the wickedness of man kvas great in the earth, 
and that mer, imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually" (Cien. 6: 5). h'ow, y o u  know that God never saw 
anything of the kind, because God is "of purer eyes than to behold 
evil," and csnnot "look on iniquity" (Hab. 1 : 13). It simply mean5 
that Noah begdn to see that a material sense of things was iniquity 
to God. He had three sons,-analysis, uncovering, and annihilation, 
-and he began to use them, and so he saw that this thing that we 
call materialit! is hell in itself and an abomination to God. "And it 
repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved 
him at his heart" (Gen. 6: 6). Just imagine what the Mind which 
is God would be like if it was involved in all the misery of mortality. 
It would just be a mess-up! It would be no use going to God for 
comfort' If you remember how in the false record God was supposed 
to have c u r d  man and cursed woman and desolated the situation, 
it isn't \vondert'ul that they should say that "it repented the Lord 
that he hati made man on the earth"! 

The Eternal "Now" of Reality 

"And the Lord S P : , ,  I will destroy man whom I have created 
from the f ~ c e  of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping 
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thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made 
them. But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord" (Gen. 6: 7-8). 
Whenever you understand spiritual things, you are a comforter and 
your name is Noah. The name "Noah" means "comfort" or "rest." 
Noah symbolized the appearing of the Comforter in that age, and 
to-day you and I know the "Comforter" as "the development of 
eternal Life, Truth, and Love" (S. & H. 588: 7-8). You and I know 
to-day that "eternal Life, Truth, and Love" can be understood and 
demonstrated, and that is the eternal Noah, the eternal comforter. 
Mrs. Eddy defines "Noah" as "A corporeal mortal; knowledge of 
the nothingness of material things and of the immortality of all that 
is spiritual" (S. & H. 592: 22-24). 

Remember, we are not dealing with historical stories: we are 
considering Science. I t  is the Noah in you and the Noah in me that 
deals with the flood of human theories by building an ark of spiritual 
understanding and destroying the flood through analysis, uncovering, 
and annihilation. You and I are Scientists; we are not dealing with 
mere stories; we are not dealing with the heretofore or the hereafter. 
You and I are trying to understand and prove the eternal "now" 
and that is the story of the Bible. The story of the Bible is the story 
of the eternal "now" and how it developed in thought. Until the 
time of Jesus of Nazareth, the story was mainly concerned with the 
development and the system of it, but after the time of Jesus of 
Nazareth the story was concerned with the eternal "now" as reality 
itself. If you and I are ever going to have any peace or happiness or 
well-being, we are going to have it because we understand the 
eternal "now." 

"These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and 
perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God. And Noah 
begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. The earth also was 
corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. And 
God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all 
flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth" (Gen. 6: 9-12). Noah 
saw that the material was hell, and some day you and I will have 
to face that. "That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit" (John 3:  6). "The flesh" is 
mortal conclusions: "the Spirit" is divine fact. "The flesh" is 
2 + 2 = 5, or 7, or 9, or 11: "the Spirit" is 2 -t 2 = 4. The story 
is all in the realm of thought and it is all to do with the eternal "now." 

Ideas of Reality Must Be Applied to Unreality 

"And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before 
me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, 
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I will destroy them with the earth. Make thee an ark of gopher 
ux~od" ((;en. 6: 13, 14). Remember that in proportion as you save 
your own sense of things, you save mankind. What Jesus did was to 
save himself. and as he did so he became Jesus the Christ to all 
mankind. H c  said, "And I ,  if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all mcn unto me" (John 12: 32). As jrou begin intelligently 
to analyze a n d  uncover, you are fulfilling the Scripture which 
declares, "Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall 
not come, csccpt there come a falling away first, and that man of 
sin be revealed, the son of perdition; who opposeth and exalteth 
himself ahmc all that is called God" ( I 1  Thess. 2 :  3, 4). 

We have spent some time seeing how, in proportion as you 
understand the ideas of reality, you can systematically and scienti- 
fically apply these ideas of reality to the beliefs of unreality. If you 
don't do that, you won't progress in your understanding of reality. 

You k n o b ,  there is a great deal of nonsense taIked about the 
subjectiie. Some people say, "God is one and God is all," and 
lea~re it a t  that. because the fact is that they don't like studying. 
They think that studying takes away spirituality. But Mrs. Eddy 
says that Science must be "thoroughly learned and properly digested" 
(S. Rr H. 84: 31-31), and remember that it is the serpent who swallows 
his food whi)le and then sleeps. If you try to swallow the sense of 
God as a \\,hole, that is what you do---you sleep. If we are ever 
going to understnnd the infinite, it is going to be through infinite 
system. C)thcru~ise. u e  shall never understand the infinite. There is 
a tendency to-d;~y to maintain that you must just remain in the 
absolute senAe ot' things, that you must be God to the situation, 
that you nii~st just know that God i.~, and that is all that matters, 
but this implies that metaphysics, ~ . h i c h  Mrs. Eddy devoted her 
life to studying. doesn't matter at  all. Well, that is what the serpent 
does---he tries to swallow his food whole and then he sleeps. 

hlorality and Science 

As you bcyn to understand the ideas of God, just as you would 
understand the ideas of any intelligent subject, you put them into 
practice as the B ~ b l r  hhows you. l'ou first see the depravity of the 
Cain sense ol' things, and then you see the hopelessness of the Abel 
sense of things. on ~ h i c h  all religion is built-just morality. Morality 
alone is hopclccs: i t  ic aI\i.ajs destroyed by the physical. Morality 
is essential to a Christian, but it must come from Science. Mrs. Eddy 
speaks of nior,llity i n  many kvays. and sometimes in a derogatory 
b a y .  A do9 o r  a bird may be moral; many animals are a good deal 
more moral ttirin a great many human beings, but morality won't 
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save mankind. Salvation comes through Science. Most morals are 
just the outcome of habit or custom, and the moral is always over- 
come by the Cain in the world. The more I see of merely human 
morality, the less I trust it. The more I see of morality that is based 
on Science and demonstrated through Science, the more I love it. 
That is true morality, based on spiritual understanding. 

Building an Ark 

And so if you begin to use the little understanding that comes 
to you, and you use it to analyze, uncover, and annihilate the 
mortal, then you will have an ark, you will have understanding, 
and you will have a comforter, and in that degree you will be Noah. 
This story isn't a hothouse proposition: it has got to be in the 
sternest battles of human experience,-wrestlings with sin, disease, 
and even death, day in and day out. A wise warrior equips himself 
with good tools,-good arms,-and he learns how to use them. 
He doesn't wait until the battle starts, but equips himself with good, 
tried tools, and learns how to use them. And as you understand 
even a little of this wonderful divine system permeating the Bible, 
as you understand the coming of the Christ, and as you use it to 
analyze, uncover, and annihilate the mortal, you will find that those 
three sons of yours,-analysis, uncovering and annihilation,-will 
lead you to an ark. 

"Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in 
the ark3'-Jesus said, "In my Father's house are many mansions" 
(John 14: 2). It means that your understanding of God must be 
infinite in every way; it can't just be blind catch-as-catch-can. The 
understanding of God is the most infinite thing in the world. "Rooms 
shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without 
with pitch" (Gen. 6 :  14). Scofield says that "pitch" means "atone- 
ment." So Noah was told to make his understanding one with God 
in every way. 

"And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length 
of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty 
cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits" (Gen. 6: 15). "The length 
of the ark shall be three hundred cubitsw-it shall have identity; 
"the breadth s f  it fifty cubitsv-it shall have individuality; "and 
the height of it thirty cubits9'-it shall have a sense of the demonstra- 
tion of Life, Truth, and Love. It shall have identity, individuality, 
and a sense of the demonstration of Life, Truth, and Love, all as 
applied to the human. Mrs. Eddy's definition of."Ark," in part, is 
"Safety; the idea, or reflection, of Truth, proved to be as immortal 
as its Principle; the understanding of Spirit, destroying belief in 
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matter" (S. & H. 581: 8-10). Remember that Noah was "five 
hundred years old" when he begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth; that 
is, he was at the point of Life,-individuality, multiplication, exalted 
thought. When he uent into the ark, he uas "s& hundred years 
old"; that doesn't mean that he was literally a hundred years older, 
but that he was at the point of Truth,-manhood, consciousness, 
everything that Chr~st, Truth, means. 

Mrs. Eddy defines "Ark" as "safety." How we all love safety! 
I love safety, and so I work every day to know that I am safe in 
infinite Spirit, where there can be no accident, where "Spirit duly 
feeds and clothes every object, as it  appears in the line of spiritual 
creation, thus tenderly expressing the fatherhood and motherhood 
of God" (S. & H. 007: 3-6). So remember that your ark is "Safety; 
the idea. or reflection, of Truth, proved to be as immortal as its 
Principle; the understanding of Spirit, destroying belief in matter." 

We are still considering Spirit as Mind. YOIJ will remember that 
Spirit as Mind in the days of creation gives you the sense of God as 
creotor, and that comes to you as puritjl ~f'thought. In the second 
thousand-year period you see the illustration of that second day of 
creation. 3oah had the true sense of the creator, and it became 
purity of thought to him. Noah saw that God has nothing to do 
with materiality-He never created it. Noah was taking part in the 
true record of creation, and at the point of Spirit as Mind he con- 
ceived the idea of an ark. When Mrs. Eddy is speaking of the creator 
as the creator of spiritual, not material, things, she always uses the 
term Spirit: if she is speaking of the creator as the absolute creator 
of being, then she uses the synonymous term Mind. And so as you 
and I begin to understand the nature of Spirit as Mind, we shall be 
using our second da,, and we shall see that the infinite creator never 
created matter, that the infinite creator created only spiritual ideas, 
and as that comes to us u e  shall have a true sense of purity, because 
we shall be able to separate the real from the unreal. And in that 
degree, we shall have Yoah, comfort, and we shall have safety, 
understanding,-all that the ark means-"Safety ; the idea, or reflec- 
tion, of Truth, proved to be as immortal as its Principle; the under- 
standing of Spirit, destroying belief in matter. God and man coexistent 
and eternal; Science showing that the spiritual realities of all things 
are created by Him and exist foreker. The ark indicates temptation 
overcome and followed by exaltation" (S. & H. 581: 8-14). Did 
you ever know anything more desirable than that state of thought? 
Have you ever been overwhelmed by pain, worry, fear, sorrow, or 
sin, and you have wrestled with it and overcome it, and your thought 
has been exalted ? You have all known that experience, and that is 
the ark. But Lke must have that understanding as something perpetual 
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and constant (not spasmodic), just as you have it in mathematics 
and music. You can come to the point where you declare the truth 
and you know that it heals. I believe that I can say in all humility 
that to-day 75 per cent to 80 per cent of the people who come to 
me for help get help-sometimes quickly, sometimes not so quickly 
-and in 75 per cent to 80 per cent of the cases I am as certain as 
I am of 2 + 2 = 4 that they will get that help, and they do get it. 
When I say a thing like that, I don't mean that the healing is any- 
thing to do with me-it is something in spite of me. 

Science Uses You 

This is Science. It isn't chance. These days of creation and their 
operation as the Word, the Christ, Christianity, and Science are 
the most dynamic things in the world, the most foundational ; they 
are Science pure, but you've got to have a cultivated spiritual under- 
standing of them. As you understand Science, as you love it and 
seek it and you inherit it (and it is your birthright, you are the son 
of God, it belongs to you), it isn't that you do something, but 
Science does something to you and it carries you along. If you 
will let it in and love it and allow it to use you, it will become so 
real to you that you will see what Paul means when he says: "There- 
fore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are become new" (I1 Cor. 5: 17)- 
and they do become new. 

"Scientific Translation of Immortal Mind" 

Noah seemed to understand the translation of mortal mind,- 
he prepared an ark for himself,-and he seemed able to overcome 
mortal mind to some extent, but when he came out of the ark, 
he failed, because he didn't fully understand the translation of 
immortal Mind. Mrs. Eddy shows the translation of immortal 
Mind and of mortal mind in a very wonderful way:- 

GOD: Divine Principle, Life, Truth, Love, Soul, Spirit, Mind" 
-divine Principle, whose nature is Life, Truth, Love, translates 
itself through Soul, reflects itself as Spirit, and manifests itself as 
Mind. 

"MAN: God's spiritual idea, individual, perfect, eternalw-Mrs. 
Eddy calls that in the marginal heading "Divine image"; you are 
individual, and man as a whole is individual, but there is never a 
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time when you don't reflect every idea of God that there is. Then 
she goes on: 

''IDEA : .4n image in Mind ; the immediate object of understanding. 
--W'ebster1' ( S. & H. 1 15: 12-1 8). She brings divine Principle, Life, 
Truth, Love, Soul, Spirit, and Mind right down to the point of 
understanding. That understanding was Noah's ark. Noah glimpsed 
the Christ,-that is, he saw in some measure that divine Principle, 
Life, Truth, and Love, is forever translating itself through Soul, 
Spirit, and Mind to you and to me and to all mankind and as the 
reality of you and me and every other idea. Noah glimpsed it and 
it became a comforter to him, but he didn't understand and demon- 
strate it fully. 

"Scientific Translation of Mortal Mind" 

Then Mrs. Eddy shows the scientific translation of mortal mind:- 

"SCIENTIFIC TRANSLATION OF MORTAL MIND 
First Degree : Depravity. 

PHYSICAL. Evil beliefs, passions and appetites, fear, depraved will, 
self-justification, pride, envy, deceit, hatred, revenge, sin, sickness, 
disease, death. 

Second Degree: Evil beliefs disappearing. 
MORAL. Humanity, honesty, affection, compassion, hope, faith, 

meekness, temperance. 

Third Degree : Understanding. 
SPIRITUAL. Wisdom, purity, spiritual understanding, spiritual 

power, loive, health, holiness. 
In the third degree mortal mind disappears, and man as God's 

image appears" (S. & H. 1 15: 19-5). 
You have the pith of the days of creation in that third degree- 

"Wisdom, purity, spiritual understanding, spiritual power, love, 
health, holiness," and Mrs. Eddy calls that "Reality" and "Spiritual." 
As you ha~re the Koah state of consciousness,---"knowledge of the 
nothingness o f  material things and of the immortality of all that is 
spiritual,"--i t leads you to "Understanding," where "mortal mind 
disappears, and man as God's image appears" (S. & H. 116: 4-5). 
That goes on every day, every minute of our lives. I f  we are accepting 
the real, we are putting off the unreal. What could be lovelier than 
to see God manifest in our own character day in and day out,- 
to see power, wisdom, intelligence, law, Science, health, holiness, 
and happiness made manifest in our thinking day in and day out'? 

34 



What could be lovelier and more worth-while? Think what the 
world could be like, if mankind would put those values first! Every- 
thing else-health, happiness, holiness-will fall into line, if you 
seek first the kingdom of God, spiritual values, and not just in 
belief, but in Science. 

"Adam's Mistiness and Satan's Reasoning . . ." 
Mrs. Eddy makes a very wonderful statement about this story of 

Noah. She says, "Adam's mistiness and Satan's reasoning, ever 
since the flood,-when specimens of every kind emerged from the 
ark,-have run through the veins of all human philosophy" (No. 
20: 23-26). Noah's demonstration was not complete; it was only a 
partial demonstration. If you understand the Adam story (which 
was utilized by the prophets from the highest spiritual standpoint 
to show mankind how to get away from Adam),-that is, if you 
understand Mind as Mind, Mind as Spirit, and Mind as Soul,- 
and if you have an ark, the Noah sense of things,-that is, a sense 
of Spirit as Mind, Spirit as Spirit, and Spirit as Soul,-then you will 
be seeking in the truest sense. But God help you if you stop there, 
because you will only have gone as far as the Word sense,-you will 
still be seeking,-and you know that it is at  the point of Soul, as 
you enter the realm of Soul, that you really begin to have a sense 
of the Christ. Remember that you and I are learning the Science of 
metaphysics and we are learning to ascend the scale of being; at  the 
moment we are seeing what the story of Noah means and how 
valuable it is, but it is not the ultimate, because "Adam's mistiness 
and Satan's reasoning, ever since the flood [not a flood that happened 
a long time ago, but a flood in your thinking and my thinking],- 
when specimens of every kind emerged from the ark,-have run 
through the veins of all human philosophy." If you and I understand 
the stories of Adam and Noah and what they really mean, but we 
don't go any further, then this happens-"specimens of every kind" 
emerge from the ark and "run through the veins of all human 
philosophy." We've got to go on. After our ark experience we've 
got to identify all ideas with God, and they are never safe until we 
do. We've got to demonstrate them as Principle, as Life, Truth, and 
Love. The ark experience is invaluable, and we're bound to have it. 
You have to learn in mathematics to use the figure 2 ;  at first it is 
just a figure between 1 and 3, but after that it is a value that you can 
use. And so we've got to learn to use the ark experience as reality, 
partaking of the nature of Spirit as Mind, Spirit as Spirit, and Spirit 
as Soul. But it reflects divine Principle, Life, Truth, and Love, 
because Science is all one. 
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The Basis of 6'Recapitulation" 

I have been very much encouraged lately by remembering that 
Mrs. Eddy says that we should teach from "Recapitulation." We 
have been texhing from "Recapitulation" as no one has ever done. 
We h a ~ e  been teaching of the "incorporeal, divine, supreme, infinite 
Mind, Spirit. Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, Love," which is the basis 
of "Recapitulation." Those of you who know "Recapitulation" 
know that i t  shows you the Word operating as the Word, as the 
Christ, and as Christianity; the Christ operating as the Christ, as 
Christianity, and as the Word; Christianity operating as Christianity, 
as the Christ. and as the Word; and Science operating as the Word, 
as the Christ, and as Christianity. That is as far as "Recapitulation" 
goes, and when you  understand "Recapitulation" you can then use 
the "Key to the Scriptures," which consists of "Genesis" and "The 
Apocalypse." You can fully understand those two chapters only 
when you haie understood "Recapitulation." What enabled me to 
see the story of the days of creation was that I understood something 
of the synonymous terms for God as given in "Recapitulation." 
As you uttderstand the days of creation, they inevitably bring you 
to "The Apocalypse." So u e  have been teaching as Mrs. Eddy told 
us to teach-- from "Recapitulation." We have been teaching 
primarily and ultimately the nature of the "incorporeal, divine, 
supreme, intirite Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, Love." 
That is the story of "Recapitulation," and as we understand that 
story, in that degree and only in that degree can we understand 
"Genesis" and then go on to "The Apocalqpse." The reason why 
we see to-daq the story of the Bible in its clarity and living virtue 
is that w.e hake bscn thinking in the realm of "Recapitulation"-- 
we have been thinking of the "incorporeal, divine, supreme, infinite 
Mind, Spirit. 5oul. Principle, Life, Truth, Love." 

INTERVAL 

"And this i s  the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length 
of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty 
cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits." "The length of the ark 
shall be three hundred cubitsw-symbolizing the Word, the line, 
the "three" of Mind, Spirit, and Soul; "and the breadth of it fifty 
cubitsv-it has to be of the nature of the Christ, a t  the point of 
Life, the plane; "and the height of it thirty cubitsv--symbolizing 
Christianity, the divine reflection throughout all space of Life, 
Truth, and Love. 

So you are going to have an ark, and in that ark you are going 
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to have the Word as Mind, Spirit, and Soul-"the length of it shall 
be three hundred cubits"; you are going to have the Christ at  the 
point of Life-"the breadth of it fifty cubits," Mind, Spirit, Soul, 
Principle, Life; and you are going to have Christianity,-"the height 
of it thirty cubits," the demonstration of Life, Truth, and Love. 
In Christianity, as you remember, you always get the sense of 
manhood. When you come to Christianity, the Christ-idea becomes 
the compound idea man, and Christianity is the demonstration of 
Life, Truth, and Love throughout eternity and throughout all space. 

Now you are going to have light: "A window shalt thou make 
to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above" (Gen. 6: 16)- 
Jesus said, "I am the light of the world" (John 8: 12). 

The Relative, the Absolute, and the Divine 

". . . and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; 
with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it" (Gen. 6: 
16)-the relative, the absolute, and the divine. If you understand 
Christian Science and apply it to the human, that is Science in the 
relative. If you understand Christian Science in its purity and it 
is leading you up to some understanding of God, that is Science in 
the absolute. If you understand Christian Science from the stand- 
point of God Himself,-when it becomes you and you see that it 
is of God,-that is Science as divine. 

Mrs. Eddy says of Christ that it is "The divine manifestation 
of God, which comes to the flesh to destroy incarnate error" (S. & 
H. 583: 10-1 I ) ,  and also that "Christ is the true idea voicing good, 
the divine message from God to men speaking to the human con- 
sciousness" (S. & H. 332: 9-1 l), and that "Christ is the ideal Truth, 
that comes to heal sickness and sin through Christian Science, and 
attributes all power to God" (S. & H. 473: 10-12), and so on. 
Mrs. Eddy once said that whenever we declare the truth, we should 
know that that truth operates in truth and in belief, at  all times 
and under all circumstances; she said that the important thing 
to-day was to show that the Christ "comes to the flesh to destroy 
incarnate error," because the human mind will argue, "Yes, Truth 
is true, but it has nothing to do with mortality. It doesn't touch 
mortality. It can't come to the flesh." So when you declare the truth 
in Christian Science, know that it operates in truth and in belief, 
that it comes to the flesh at all times and under all circumstances, 
and that it is universal. The human mind will argue that Truth 
doesn't touch the flesh, but we know that it touches the flesh to 
analyze, uncover, and annihilate it. 

So your ark is a state of thought; it has three storeys,-that is, 
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the ability to see Science operating in the relative, the absolute, and 
the divine. You've got to understand Science as relative (the applica- 
tion to the human) and as absolute (the metaphysics of it) and as 
divine (that which always is, that which comes to you by way of 
inspiration and revelation and reflection). 

The Focus of Spirit 

"And, behold, I ,  even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the 
earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under 
heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall die. But with 
thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, 
thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee" 
(Gen. 6: 17, 18). There is no difference between that statement 
and the statement "A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand 
at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. Only with thine 
eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked. Because 
thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the most High, 
thy habitation: there shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any 
plague come nigh thy dwelling" (Ps. 91 : 7-10). 

". . . and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and 
thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee." Noah's "sons" were the 
ideas he had. Your "sons" are the ideas you have. Your "wife" is 
that to which you have wedded yourself, your ideal. Your "sons' 
wives" are the ideals to which your ideas have wedded themselves. 
So you've got to bring into your ark your own sense of your own 
selfhood, all your ideas, your ideal, and all that your ideas are 
wedded to. You've got to include in your ark all that you are 
conscious of. 

"And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt 
thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive with thee; they shall be 
male and female. Of fowls after their kind, of every creeping thing 
of the earth after his kind, two of every sort shall come unto thee, 
to keep them alive" (Gen. 6: 19, 20). One record indicates that Noah 
had to take into the ark even the relative,-"by two,"-while the 
other sajs that he had to t ~ k e  in only the divine, the spiritually 
true,-"by sevens." Noah saw clearly that even the relative must 
be transformed. and we all have to see that nothing can be lost 
except the "son o f  perdition,"-that which is essentially evil. Noah 
saw that he had to save the human sense of things. He was to keep 
alive "fowls," symbolizing individuality, the fifth day, and "every 
creeping thing," symbolizing manhood, the sixth day. 

"And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou 
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shalt gather it to thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and for 
them" (Gen. 6: 21). Now, what food was given them? "Every 
green herb" (the Word), "every herb bearing seed" (the Christ), 
and "every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed" 
(Christianity). (See Gen. 1 : 29, 30.) The writers of the Priestly docu- 
ment, who wrote the first chapter of Genesis, also wrote this part 
of the story of Noah, so it is clear that they were bearing in mind 
the symbolism of the first chapter. 

"Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, 
so did he" (Gen. 6: 22). That was the Priestly document, and now 
the Jahweh document comes in: "And the Lord said unto Noah, 
Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen 
righteous before me in this generation" (Gen. 7: 1). "All thy house" 
means "all thy consciousness," and "into the ark" means "into 
understanding." Now, if you want to do that, who can stop you? 
If you want to bring your sense of reality into the realm of under- 
standing, who can stop you? But you've got to be willing to take 
in a sense of Science as relative, absolute, and divine, or you will 
have "specimens of every kind" emerging from the ark and defiling 
human thought. 

"Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens, the male 
and his female: and of beasts that are not clean by two, the male and 
his female. Of fowls also of the air by sevens,"--perfection,-"the 
male and the female; to keep seed alive upon the face of all the 
earthM-Noah saw the eternality of true identity. "For yet seven 
days, and I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty days and forty 
nights; and every living substance that I have made will I destroy 
from off the face of the earth. And Noah did according unto all 
that the Lord commanded him" (Gen. 7:  2-5). Noah saw that after 
his thought had risen to some sense of the seven days, the belief 
of the flood would have to be dealt with-"For yet seven days, and 
I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights." 
Everything must be gathered into Spirit; all thoughts must be 
gathered into the focus of Spirit. We can't say, "No, we will bring 
some thoughts in and leave others outside." "Man and the universe" 
must be translated "back into Spirit," as Mrs. Eddy says (see S. & 
H. 209: 16-30). Your every effort must be to enter that realm of 
reality, birth, understanding, development, true creation, purity. 

Entering the Ark 

And now we come again to the Priestly document: "And Noah 
was six hundred years old when the flood of waters was upon the 
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earth" (Gen. 7: 6). Now, Noah was not literally 500 years old 
when he begat Ham, Shem, and Japheth, and 600 years when he 
went into the ark-that would be ridiculous! But the same men 
who wrote the first chapter of Genesis wrote this, and so when 
they said that Noah was 600 years old, they meant that Noah was 
at  the point of Truth, and that he knew how to apply it to the 
human. (Tens, hundreds, and thousands in numbers in the Bible 
mean the application to the human, as we have seen.) 

"And Koah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' 
wives with him, into the ark, because of the waters of the flood" 
(Gen. 7: 7). 3oah  saw that the Christ to the situation was the ark. 
"Of clean beasts, and of beasts that are npt clean, and of fowls, 
and of every thing that creepeth upon the earth, there went in two 
and two unto Noah into the ark, the male and the female, as God 
had commanded Koah. And it came to pass after seven days, that 
the waters of the flood were upon the earth" (Gen. 7: 8-10). Noah 
had accomplished the seven days in thought. Understanding always 
brings you to the seventh day state of consciousness. The lie was 
that the flood of human theories could drown the earth, a symbol 
of the spiritual idea, just as the first lie was that a mist went up 
from the erirth. 

Remember that the ancients believed that there were waters 
beneath and waters above the earth. They believed that the earth 
was flat, and that there was a firmament above the earth, and above 
the firmament there were waters, and beneath the firmament there 
was Sheol (where you went after death), and beneath Sheol there 
were waters a p i n .  

In the Epistle to the Hebrews there is a wonderful reference to 
this story of \oah: "By faith Noah, being warned of God of things 
not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of 
his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir 
of the righteousness which is by faith" (Heb. 1 1  : 7). Noah was 
"moved with fear;" we don't need to be moved by fear. We want 
to be moved by spiritual sense. 

When Noah enters the ark, we begin to see the illustration of 
Spirit as Spirit. We have seen how Noah saw the necessity of pre- 
paring an ark: his sense of the one creator gave him purity of 
thought. Now tve see the symbolization of Spirit as Spirit, which 
we epitomized as srrhstance and understunchzq. The purity of reality 
is the only substance, and it must be gained through understanding. 
Noah and his family and his sense of creation, symbolized by the 
animals and e\.er>thing else he took with him into the ark, were 
the only thin?, that li\-ed-that is the story. 



Alone with God 
"Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in the 

ark" (Gen. 7: 23). Mrs. Eddy says, "The Christian Scientist is 
alone with his own being and with the reality of things" (Mess.'Ol, 
20: 8-9), because he is absent from materiality and alone with 
infinity. If you don't know infinity, you are awfully lonely, but if 
you know infinity, you can't be lonely. If you know infinity, you 
begin to put on the Mind of Christ, and to see that the sick man 
can be healed, the sinner reformed, and the unrighteous man made 
righteous. Then you can never be lonely. Every one of us has to 
come to the point where we are glad and more than glad to be 
alone with God. When I am alone with God and quiet and can 
think, that is the happiest time of existence, and I don't waste it. 
1 fill my thought with what God is and what I am and my relation- 
ship to God. I know that because God is Mind, I am idea, an idea 
of power, intelligence, wisdom, law, creative ability. Because God 
is Spirit, I am substantial idea, pure idea, at  the point of develop- 
ment and birth, an idea of strength. Because God is Soul, I am 
forever identified as idea, as sinless, incorporeal, satisfied, sanctified. 
Because God is Principle, I am, I am proved, I am demonstrated, 
I am based, I am founded, I live in the realm of Science and system. 
Because God is Life, I am an idea that is exalted, forever multiplied, 
I live in the realm of eternity, I know nothing of death or age, I 
live in the realm of immortality. Because God is Truth, I am an idea 
of consciousness, I am at the point of infinite standard, I have the 
form of the Son of God; Truth is the great Physician, the great 
Surgeon, the great Redeemer, the great Restorer. Because God is 
Love, I am perfect, fulfilled, glorified, forever ascended, I live in 
the realm of infinite motherhood. And so I build up my sense of 
what I am, and that becomes dominion in my thought, and then 
the poor old Adam in me begins to take his proper place and he 
doesn't speak out of turn. We've all got to see that the Adam in 
us doesn't speak out of turn, and we do that by knowing what we 
really are. 

"The Windows of Heaven Were Opened" 

It is a wonderful symbol, this story of Noah,-a really wonderful 
symbol. "In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second 
month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all 
the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of 
heaven were opened" (Gen. 7 :  11). "In the second month" means 
at the point of Spirit, the calculus of reality; "the seventeenth day" 
means the "seven" applied to the flesh. Noah was in the realm of 

B* 41 



Truth-lie was in the "six hundredth year" of his life; it was "the 
second month"-at the point of Spirit as Spirit, the calculus of 
reality; and it was "the seventeenth day of the monthw-he was 
using the sc\.en d a ~ 5  as applied to the human. 

Jesus said, "Therefore iihosoever heareth these sayings of mine, 
and doeth them, I \$ i l l  liken him unto a ~ i s e  man, khich built his 
home upon a rock: and the rain descended, and the floods came, 
and the ii~tid\ bleu. and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for 
it bas  founded upon a rock" (Matt. 7: 24, 25). That "rock" is 
Truth, oper-atlng in the calculus of Spirit through the seven days of 
creation as applied to the human. 

". . . and the \ i ~ n d o ~ . s  of heaven ivere opened." We read in 
Malachi: "Hring J e  all the tithes into the storehouse, that there 
may be mtxt in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith 
the Lord ot hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, 
and pour jou out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough 
to receive it" (MJI. 3: 10). "Metaphysics resolves things into thoughts, 
and exchanges the objects of sense for the ideas of Soul" (S. & H. 
269: 14- 16). so billen mortal mind says that "all the fountains of 
the great deep" are "broken up," and that "the ~ ~ i n d o w s  of heaven" 
are opened to bring down the belief of a flood from above, you 
must see those "windows of heaven" as they really are,-as bringing 
an infinitude of spiritual blessings. 

"The End of Error" 

I n  connecrlon \ \ . ~ t h  the "great deep" beins "broken up," remember 
that Mrs. k ti4 says. "The breaking up of material beliefs may seem 
to be famint. and pestilence, vcant and iioe, sin, sickness, and death, 
bhich ~ S S U M C  new phases until their nothingness appears. These 
disturbance\ \.+ill  continue until the end of error, when all discord 
itill be sivdllowed up in spiritual Truth" (S. & H. 96: 15-20). 
Remember t h ~ t  "the end of error" comes to you every time 
some particular error that is seeking to overcome you is destroyed. 
12lr-s. E d d ~  once said to a man, ''If I have healed you of one sin, I 
have resurrected J O L I  from one death." When error comes to you in 
any way at all, as disease or sin or death, and you overcome that 
error, that is the end of that error for you. 

Look a t  our world to-day. If'only we use the Science of Christianity, 
think uhat ijt. can do to end the error in the world to-day! If M e  
don't, God help us! The Christ-idea will go on developing, but 
"hlarit.1~. calamities, and sin will much more abound as truth 
urges upon mortals its resisted claims" (S. & H. 223: 28-30). 

To-daj v.c ha\e to separate oursehes from the materialistic basis 
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of material science and of religion, which insists on believing in the 
reality of both good and evil. The promise is: "A thousand shall 
fall at  thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand: but it shall not 
come nigh thee" (Ps. 91 : 7). You want to be free from materialistic 
theories not only to be free yourself, but in order that you may be 
able to help the other fellow to be free, and unless you are free 
yourself you can't begin to help the other fellow. So be in your "six 
hundredth yearw-that's a good age! Have an ark--Truth. As you 
understand Truth, the Christ, and as you understand the calculus 
of reality, Truth operating as Spirit, and as you apply it to the 
human through the days of creation, then the "fountains of the 
great deep" may be "broken up"-that's bound to happen-but 
you will see the end of some particular error. 

"And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights" 
(Gen. 7: 12). "Forty" always symbolizes the application of the divine 
infinite calculus to the human; here it is the counterfeit sense of that 
calculus, of course, an attempt to counterfeit the calculus of reality 
in human experience. The human so-called calculus of thought was 
let loose, as it is to-day. Human thought claims that it has a calculus 
that has been developing for three thousand million years, and it 
claims that this calculus operates according to science and system. 
This calculus of human thought partakes of the nature of chance, 
accident, chaos, personal sense, but it claims that it is a calculus, 
and to-day it puts forward the claim that it operates according to 
science, and that is why the Christ has come to us to-day as Science, 
because nothing else could meet the false so-called calculus but 
Science. Every thinker must at  some time find safety in the ark of 
the Christ-idea, the seven days of creation, and the three degrees. 
The allness of Spirit (Noah) must be understood and demonstrated 
through the scientific sense of the three degrees (Ham, Shem, and 
Japheth). 

Your Ark Will Be Lifted Up 

"And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters 
increased, and bare up the ark, and it was lift up above the earth" 
(Gen. 7: 17). If you are really a Christian Scientist and you under- 
stand the Christ-idea, then as the waters increase, claiming to 
operate in a calculus of human thought, all they will do is to lift 
up your ark. As Mrs. Eddy says, "It requires courage to utter truth; 
for the higher Truth lifts her voice, the louder will error scream, 
until its inarticulate sound is forever silenced in oblivion" (S. & H. 
97: 22-25). The Bible says, "When the enemy shall come in like 
a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him" 
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(Isa. 59: 19), and "The floods have lifted up, 0 Lord, the floods 
have lifted up their voice; the floods lift up their waves. The Lord 
on high is mightier than the noise of many waters, yea, than the 
mighty waves of the sea. Thy testimonies are very sure: holiness 
becometh thine house, 0 Lord, for ever" (Ps. 93: 3-5). Your "house" 
is your consciousness, your ark, your sense of individuality ("In my 
Father's house are many mansions"), and if you have understanding 
and are in earnest, then the floods will only serve to lift it up; your 
sense of reality, your health, your happiness, and your holiness will 
be lifted up. and also "all whom your thoughts rest upon" will be 
"thereby benefited" (My. 210: 10-1 1). 

I don't see how those who love Truth, and especially those who 
have children, can fail to see their duty to stem those waters-lust 
for power. materiality, greed, selfishness-that are claiming to burst 
their bounds to-day. Jesus said, "Ye can discern the face of the sky; 
but can ye not discern the signs of the times?" (Matt. 16: 3). To- 
day it's a crime not to see what is happening and not to see the 
remedy for it. Therefore it is up to each one of us to give the truth 
to mankind. We must do it.  If you get and don't give, that is absorp- 
tion. If  you get and you do give, that is reflection. To-day, as you 
look out on the world-picture, think what it would mean if the 
world understood just this one symbol,-the story of Noah and the 
ark,-what it would mean if mankind really understood Spirit as 
Spirit, if they saw the nature of substance and understanding, if 
they saw that the only thing in the world that is worth having is 
the "substanct. of things hoped for" (Heb. 1 1  : I ) ,  and if they saw 
that that sub\tance comes to us as understanding. If mankind really 
saw that, they would seek understanding morning, noon, and night. 
You know, i f  *e are not really in earnest, we won't go anywhere, 
individually or collectively. We have got the answer-there is no 
question about it-but how are we going to get it across to mankind? 
We can only get i t  across through being it. and as we arc i t ,  the spiritual 
idea will debclop itself' through us and it will use us. These are the 
days when ~ e ' v e  got to be doing things. 

"And the N.aters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon the 
earth; and the ark went upon the face of the waters" (Gen. 7 :  18). 
The ark went upon the false identity-the "facew-of the waters, 
and they were made to lift up the ark--"the Spirit of God moved 
upon the face of the waters" (Gen. 1 : 2). 

"And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and all 
the high hills, that were under the whole heaven, were covered. 
Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains 
were covered" (Gen. 7:  19, 20). "All the high hills" of pride and 
self were co~ered  by the waters, but the ark was lifted up. Isaiah 
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says, "For the day of the Lord of hosts shall be upon every one that 
is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up; and he shall 
be brought low" (Isa. 2 :  12). Now, 15 cubits is only 27 feet, so if 
the mountains were covered, they couldn't have been very high 
mountains! But it is just a symbol. "Fifteen cubits upward did the 
waters prevail" means that thought was flooded by false identity 
and false individuality-the "three" and the "five" of Soul and Life. 
Mrs. Eddy says, "The false evidence of material sense contrasts 
strikingly with the testimony of Spirit. Material sense lifts its voice 
with the arrogance of reality and says: . . . The world is my kingdom. 
I am enthroned in the gorgeousness of matter. But a touch, an 
accident, the law of God, may at any moment annihilate my peace, 
for all my fancied joys are fatal. Like bursting lava, I expand but 
to my own despair, and shine with the resplendency of consuming 
fire" (S. & H. 252: 15-17, 24-30). If you are Noah, if you begin 
by having a sense of the real creator and that brings you purity of 
thought, it may bring about a flood, but you will be able to deal 
with it and it will only lift your understanding higher. 

Be Awake and Aware 

Some people go through this world blind to certain conditions, 
and they are not awake to what those conditions are trying to do. 
The one effort of malicious animal magnetism is to destroy the 
Christ-idea, because only in the Christ-idea can mankind find 
salvation. The effort of malicious animal magnetism, symbolized 
by floods and so on, is to destroy the Christ-idea. Noah was a 
righteous man, and so he began to perceive the necessity of over- 
coming his belief of a flood; in fact, Noah analyzed and uncovered 
the situation. There is always an ark-"a thousand shall fall at thy 
side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh 
thee" (Ps. 91 : 7). As you begin to understand the Christ-idea in its 
Science, and you begin to lay hold of this divine system of meta- 
physics, which shows you how to demonstrate the truth about God 
and man, you will become aware of the floods, but you needn't be 
afraid of them. The time you need to be afraid is if you are not 
aware of the floods. "What I say unto you I say unto all, Watch" 
(Mark 13: 37). If you are not aware of the floods, then you are 
in danger. There is one ~hing that we British people seem to lack, 
and that is awareness. We are often caught unready. Now why? We 
don't have to be. You know as well as I do that to-day the salvation 
of the world in a great measure depends on the English-speaking 
peoples and their awareness, and the English-speaking peoples never 
seem to be awake and aware. They never move until they are hit. 
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But why be hit? Look at the price that one pays. Evil will always 
say, "Let us done;  . . . art thou come to destroy us?" (Mark 1 : 24). 
The only thing that can show you how to be aware of the floods 
and the way to deal with them is spiritual sense, purity of thought. 
Nothing else can show you. 

The Radiation of  Spirit 

"And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, 
and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth. and every man: all in whose nostrils was the breath 
of life, of all that was in the dry land, died. And every living substance 
was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, both man. 
and cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven; 
and they were destroyed from the earth: and Noah only remained 
alive, and they that were with him in the ark" (Gen. 7: 21-23). 
To Noah the animal qualities that had been named by Adam and 
the false sense of manhood died, and they must die to each one of us. 

Mrs. Eddj, in talking about this so-called calculus of mortal 
thought that u e  have to deal with, says, "Vertebrata,"*reatures 
with backbones,-"articulata,~'-creatures like worms,-"molluscs," 
--creatures like oysters,-"and radiata,"--creatures like starfish,- 
"are mortal and material concepts classified, and are supposed to 
possess life and mind. These false beliefs will disappear, when the 
radiation o f  Spirlt destroys forever all belief in intelligent matter. 
Then bill the new heaven and new earth appear, for the former 
things will h,l\e passed away" (S. & H. 556: 3-9). This "new heaven 
itnd new earth" come to you and to me every day as we understand 
ideas of rcaiity, 3 s  we symbolize intelligently those ideas of reality 
in the H a l  that the Bible shows us, as they become real to us and 
operate in our thought and begin to analyze, uncover, and annihilate 
the mortal scnsc of things. 

We begin t o  see material concepts disappearing, and in proportion 
as they disappear, we may call it humanly a little more love, a little 
more honesty, a little more tolerance, a little more patience and 
affection. That is the way it may seem to come to us, but surely we 
can habe a scnse of Science more definite than that. You can have 
a sense or' music as sentiment or emotion, but you can also have a 
sense of it as chords and harmony and so on, and then you have a 
sense of i t  uliich is power in the realm of music. And so to-day we 
are learning to attain the kingdom of God through the divine system 
of metaphjsics, and don't think of it as some sudden happening. 
It comes littlc by little, "for precept must be upon precept, precept 
upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there 



a little" (Isa. 28 : 10). If you think these things out, and a new spiritual 
sense comes to you in any situation, then as that happens, you are 
born anew. Because of that spiritual sense, mortal sense is bound to 
disappear. Could you imagine a dark room in which you turned on 
the light and there wouldn't be light? Well, how much more as 
you entertain one of God's ideas (which is forever in the Mind of 
God and is omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent, and omni-active) 
will the darkness of mortal belief disappear. Material concepts are 
bound to disappear, but as long as they last, they will only serve 
to lift up your ark,-your understanding. 

Don't let's be half-timers. Let's be whole-timers. Science is so 
wonderful, so worth-while, so real, so living, and so vital. Above 
all, "with all thy getting get understanding" (Prov. 4: 7). Don't be 
a serpent. Don't try to swallow the nature of God as a whole and 
then go to sleep. Understand God. Mrs. Eddy says, "In Latin the 
word rendered disciple signifies student; and the word indicates 
that the power of healing was not a supernatural gift to those learners, 
but the result of their cultivated spiritual understanding of the divine 
Science, which their Master demonstrated by healing the sick and 
sinning" (S. & H. 271: 11-16). Next week we shall go on with this 
story, and meanwhile keep your little ark with you. 



TALK NO. 12 

(January 6rl1, 1948) 

NOAH-I I 

The Flood 

One Infinite System 

As you remember, last week we considered the beginning of the 
story of h'oah. the cymbol of Noah, but before we go on  with i t ,  
I uan t  to go back and remind you again of the whole picture of 
what we are doing. 

This story of the Bible is one. It existed, as I have shown you 
and as the Bible commentaries admit, long before the time of the 
Bible. The religious thought that is crystallized in the Bible, and 
espccially in thc Old Testament, had its origins long before the time 
of the Bible No one knows how long, because there has never been 
anything going on in reality but the manifestation of God, from 
everlasting to everlabtine. That which is Principle, the nature of 
which is L ik ,  Truth. and Love, is forever translating itself, trans- 
lating i tc ow n ideal of itself, diversifying, classifying, and individu- 
alizing that  deal. and then manifesting it at the point of infinite 
ideas,-those ideas being the truth about you, about me, and about 
all things. Those ideac are e~cr-present;  they are always as perfect 
as the infinitc cause itself is perfect; they are always of the nature 
o f  reality: the) are the truth about this material universe, which 
mortal sense conceiies and M hich is the outcome of mortal sense- 
testimon}.. 

As we have already seen, long before the time of the Bible men 
tried to symbolize the things of essential thought by the one great 
Cause; by such cymhols as the sun, the moon, and the stars; by the 
north. east, south. and west; by the seven great planets: by the 
ten fingers; :!nd by the tuelve signs of the Zodiac. The Chaldeans 
saib that the! could not rely on anything in human experience, but 
that the things of the stellar universe had system. so they turned to 
the things of'thc h e a ~ c n s  for their symbols. And then to make them 



still more definite, they symbolized them mathematically as well. It 
is a well-accepted fact that the Chaldeans had a very cultured under- 
standing of mathematics and astrology, and so they symbolized the 
great First Cause by "one;" they symbolized the essential nature of 
the great First Cause by the sun, the moon, and the stars-the 
"three;" they symbolized the computation or calculation of the opera- 
tion of that Cause through the north, east, south, and west,-the 
"four;" they symbolized perfection and completeness by the seven 
great planets,-the "seven ;" they symbolized the application of 
truth to human experience by the ten fingers (which touch and handle 
things),-the "ten ;" and they symbolized the demonstration or proof 
of reality, the showing forth of reality, by "twelve,"-the "three" 
of the essential nature operating under any circumstances through 
the "four," the four divine processes or offices of computation. 

Don't let's get this story of the Bible out of focus. As we come 
to each one of the thousand-year periods in the Bible, let's remind 
ourselves of the great story, because as it swells and swells in our 
thought, we don't want to know just a little bit here and a little bit 
there; we want a sense of the whole theme. It is the "old, old story," 
which existed long before the time of the Bible. Sir Charles Marston 
says that the more archa=ological discoveries they make the more 
they become convinced that mankind, in thought, has always been 
monotheistic. Man's thought has always turned to one great First 
Cause, and it is evident that no matter how many false gods men had, 
they always thought of one god as supreme. Polytheism was a lapse 
from monotheism. 

Symbols of Spiritual Value 

As this system of symbols developed, the time came when the 
great prophets of Israel, in about 900 B.c., began to gather together 
the mass of myth and saga. Writers on the Scriptures call such 
stories as the story of Adam, the story of the flood, the story of the 
tower of Babel, and so on-they call them "myths," symbolic stories 
to illustrate religious truths. They call such stories as the story of 
Abraham, the story of Jacob, the story of .:oseph, and so on-they 
call them "sagas," or folk-lore. They distinguish very definitely 
between myth and saga. The great prophets gathered together myth, 
saga, folk-lore, and as much as they could of Jewish tribal history, 
which was very inaccurate, and they made the best story they could 
out of it from a historical point of view, although they weren't 
primarily interested in it hstorically-they were primarily interested 
in its spiritual value. If you and I know to-day in some measure that 
the only thing that really matters is the eternal "now" of reality, 
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think what a clear sense the prophets must have had of that. They 
weren't primarily telling a historical story: they were symbolizing 
how the right idea of God, the Christ-idea, has appeared to men 
throughout the ages. 

Their sense of completeness was "seven," a symbol gained from 
the completeness of the hea~renly system represented by the seven 
great planzts. and "seven" was the symbol they used most. They 
frequently symbolized the things of God in a sevenfold manner. 
because "seken" tvas their sense of completeness. The Hebrews 
believed-and i t  is very definite that they did believe this-that i t  
would take a period of one thousand years to develop every one of 
the seven aspects of God. And so the Bible says that "one day is with 
the Lord as J thousand years, and a thousand years as one day" 
(11 Peter 3:  8). In our age, we know, and even the physical scientist 
knows, that everythins that is of the nature of idea is ever-present. 

I don't mean it disrespectfully when I say "erm the physical 
scientist," but it is evident that the physical scientist draws most of 
his conclusions from the material universe, although he sometimes 
sees amazingl! clearly beyond a merely material sense of things. Sir 
James Jeans. for instance, says that what we call matter, time, and 
space are sim~lar concepts, and are all based on sense-testimony. All 
the conclusions that have ecer been drawn about them have been 
drawn from the testimony of the physical senses. and so, scientifically 
speaking, those conclusions are unreliable. Sir Arthur Eddington 
says that our conception of the material universe is hollow enough to 
put anything into it. Du Noiiy, speaking of the operations of what 
we call matter or the material universe, says that matter is based on 
"perfect disorder." 

The Biblical writers were trying to symbolize by perfect meta- 
physical symhols the operation of the eternal ideas of God. And as 
we go from onc period to another, and as tt.e consider one story after 
another. don't let's eker forget that it is all a matter of symbols. Noah 
is Noah in you. and if you don't see that you are Noah, then the story 
of Noah isn't of any use to you. No intelligent man believes now 
that a personal Noah lived, and it is obvious that Noah is a symbol, 
but if it were merely a historical fact that he lived, it would be of no 
more importance than the fact that George I lived. But if Noah is a 
symbol that tells you and me and all mankind how we can symbolize 
and utilize eternal spiritual facts in every detail of human experience 
to overcome the things of the mortal, then Noah becomes a matter of 
vast importance to us. The Bible becomes a matter of supreme 
importance to us as we consider i t  as a record of the development of 
the Christ-idea.-the Christ-idea which has always existed, both 
before and after the time of the Bible. 
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The Genius of the Biblical Writers 

Although the Bible history is supposed to have started in 4004 B.c., 
it began to be written down only in about 900 or 850 B.C. It is very 
doubtful whether the Hebrews had an alphabet before 1000 B.C. 

This history was repeated and handed down by word of mouth for 
two to three thousand years. In about 900 or 850 B.C. the Hebrews 
began to gather together myth, Jewish history, folk-lore, and so on, 
and they began to embody them in what we know to-day as the Old 
Testament. The Old Testament is based on four great documents. 
The Jahweh document, which is very anthropomorphic, although 
very beautiful, was written in about 850 B.C. The Elohistic document 
was written in about 750 B.C.? the Deuteronomic document in about 
650 B.c., and the Priestly document was begun in about 550 B.c., 
when the Israelites were in captivity in Babylon. Ezra is said to have 
delivered this document to the people in 444 B.C. or 397 B.C. 

As these different documents were written, the previous ones 
were embodied and the whole story was edited and re-edited. The 
Priestly document was the last document to be written, and the 
writers of it, in so far as they were able to, brought the previous 
records into accord with their own spiritual vision, but they had to 
go carefully in those days. To alter anything that was part of the 
"standpat" curriculum was to endanger one's life, and so they had 
to go carefully, and in order to tell the story they wanted to tell 
they had to use the material that already existed and that was well 
known. 

Now, the story that the Priestly writers wanted to tell in about 
550 B.C. was a very different story from the story that the writers of 
the Jahweh document wanted to tell in about 850 B.C. Thought had 
developed enormously, and so it was a very different story that the 
prophets wanted to tell. But as I have often said to you, the greatness 
of these prophets was shown in the fact that they were able to do 
something that I wish we could do to-day: they knew how to take 
what was familiar in their day,-whether it was the Adam myth or the 
myth of the flood or the historical legends of Abraham or Jacob,- 
and how to tell their story by means of those myths and legends. 
If to-day we had their spiritual genius, we could present our story to 
mankind in the idiom that men are accustomed to. But at the present 
time we seem to be able to tell the story only in a terminology that 
is well-known to us but is quite unintelligible to the man-in-the-street. 
Seventy-five per cent of the public doesn't want to do very much 
thinking. Seventy-five per cent of the public listens to the radio 
and goes to the movies and doesn't want to think unless you can 
interest it. 
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The "40" and the "150" 

How could >ou read the Bible intelligently ~f you didn't know 
something of the symbols used? For instance. take the story bf 
Noah: the Jahweh document says, "And the ram was upon the 
earth forty days and forty nights" (Gen. 7: 12). while the Priestlj 
document saqs, "And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred 
and fifty days" (Gen. 7: 24). What did those numbers mean to the 
writers'? The tkriters of the Jahweh document \\ere trying to symbol- 
ize the counterfeit calculus (the "four") of human thought L\ hich 
claims to flood human experience (the "ten" of application to the 
human). The Priestly document was written in about 550 R.C.  by the 
same men H ho %'rote the days of creation which begin the Bible, and 
they had arri\ed at the point where they Mere thinking in terms of the 
diversification, classification. and individualization of spiritual idea\. 
and so they salt bejond the belief in a so-called calculus of general 
human thought ($cmholized by "forty") to the diversified, classified, 
and individualized concepts of that calculus. They were beginning to 
think in the realm of specific. individual spiritual ideas, and so they 
said that "the xtaterc prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty 
days;" " 150" is simply the "3" of identity and the "5" of individuality 
as applied to the human. The uriters of the Jah~tch  document 
symboli7ed by the "fort>" a sense of the so-called calculus of general 
human thought: the nriters of the Priestlj document sjmbolized by 
the "1 50" a tlood of false identitj and false indiiiduality, because 
they had begun to \ee the details of that clilculus and thej had begun 
to think spec~tically. So i t  is imperative that Lve should read the Bible 
intelligentlj i:'nt. itant to see ~vhat the s>mbols mean. 

The Basis of the Bible 

I don't believe that anjthing in all the world to-day can do for 
humanity ~11,it a studj of the Bible bill do. 1 an1 convinced that if we 
b i l l  gi~te time to  the stud! and the understanding of the Bible, that if 
we will consecrate our thought to it and understand it and use it i n  
our lives, i t  uill save humanity t'rom the flood of materialitj,, and i t  is 
the only thing that can do so. To-day n~aterial science is the god of 
this ~ u r l d ,  and there is a flood of materiali~tic thinking, which 
culminrttes In hate. jealous?,, env), division, suspicion, greed, selfish- 
ness. and so on. There isn't an j  way out but the Christ-idea, and the 
Bible is the stor! of how you can grasp the Christ-idea. That story is 
told in a great measure as a historical record, because the Biblical 
writers were \ e r ~  anxious to associate the de~elopment of the spiritual 



idea with the Hebrew nation and so they embodied a lot of Hebrew 
history, but it is essentially the story of the Christ-idea. 

The first chapter of Genesis, which begins the Bible and is from 
the Priestly record, gives an account of seven specific ordered stages 
of advancing spiritual thought, called the seven days of creation. 
You and I have learnt something of the values, the spiritual tones, of 
these days of creation, and you and I have seen these days of creation 
swell into numerals of thought to us. We have learnt how to put 
those numerals of thought into a four-dimensional calculus of seeking, 
finding, using, and being,-that which we call the Word, the Christ, 
Christianity, and Science. Those seven days are the beginning of the 
whole story of the Bible. Until you know them, you can't go any- 
where. They are the tools of the Bible. 

The Nature of Idea 

You remember that Jeans says that Leibniz spent fifty years trying 
to find a few fundamental "root-notions" of reality, because he 
felt that if a few fundamental "root-notions" of reality could be 
decided upon, they could then be symbolized definitely and put into 
a calculus of thought by which men could reason about the things of 
reality. You know that you never entertain anything but ideas; if you 
are studying mathematics, music, or engineering, you know that 
there is nothing finally real but idea. You can't destroy 2 + 2 = 4, 
because it is an idea: you can't make it sick or put it inside a pocket 
or a cupboard or a room. If you write it down on paper, you can burn 
it or misread it or misinterpret it, but as idea you can't destroy it or 
harm it in any way. And so when you find that you are idea, the human 
mind won't be able to do anything to you; it won't be able to put you 
inside a corporeality, to tell you that corporeality begins materially 
or gets sick, hates, quarrels, and dies, because you will begin to 
recognize yourself as idea,-God's idea. 

Remember that when you entertain a right idea in the realm of 
reality, you are entertaining an idea that always abode in the infinite 
ever-present Mind which is God. This idea is therefore dynamic: it is 
of the nature of power, eternity, and consciousness. If you entertain 
a right idea in mathematics, you have power in mathematics. If you 
entertain a right idea in reality, it is power. Truth is dynamic. 
Mrs. Eddy says, "Truth is affirmative, and confers harmony" 
(S. & H. 418: 20-21). You have to symbolize the ideas of God to 
yourself, as you have to symbolize every subject, because you can't 
know God as a whole; if you could, the infinite would be finite and 
circumscribed. God knows you as idea, but if you could know God 
as a whole, you would be God. Everything that we think about in 
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human experience we think about through symbols. The alphabet 
is a symbol: words are symbols. When you have learnt the "root- 
notions" of reality symbolized by the seven days of creation and you 
have learnt how to put them into a four-dimensional calculus of 
inspired tncught, then let them become subjective to you and 
remember that they are Immanuel, "God with us," and that they are 
power, reality, being, and the only. When we entertain these ideas of 
God, we are entertaining ideas of absolute reality. 

The Numerals of Infinity Become Subjective 

We have been thinking a great deal about these days of creation 
and how they develop and what they mean. They have become 
living and warm and vital to us. We have seen how to use them. 
We have seen that the "one" symbolizes the infinite Principle, God, 
the infinite divine cause; that the "three" symbolizes the nature of 
that cause-- Life, Truth, and Love; that the "four" symbolizes the 
Word (the approach to God), the Christ (the ideal of God which is 
forever being translated), Christianity (the using of that ideal in 
infinite detail), and Science (the being of that ideal and a sense of 
its Principle); that the "seven" symbolizes the numerals of inspired 
thought; that the "ft~n" symbolizes the application to the human; 
and that the "t\cd\~e" is a symbol of demonstration or proof of 
reality. Whatever proof of reality you see. it is symbolized by the 
"twelve," because it is some measure of Life, Truth, and Love (the 
"three") operating as the Word, the Christ, Christianity, and Science 
(the "four"). 

We have seen that as we understand the days of creation, they 
grow into numerals of thought, and are then fulfilled as the seven 
synonymous terms for God,-Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, 
Truth, and Love. As we understand these synonymous terms, as they 
become living to us, then the numerals become subjective, and they 
blossom into a fuller sense. For instance, as we understand the first 
day of creation,-"Let there be light,"-and we see that it means, 
"Let there be wisdom, power, thought, action, intelligence," that 
sense leads us on and expands and expands till thought arrives at the 
climax where it says, "All this is included in the synonymous term 
Mind." Then we begin to know Mind itself, and more and more it 
becomes not a matter of words, but a matter of spiritual thought. We 
still maintain the definite numeral of thought, but it becomes 
subjective to us. We look at the numeral not from Mind as the first 
day of creation but from Mind as the synonymous term for God, 
and thus the numeral becomes subjective to us. These numerals of 
spiritual thought have to-day become subjective to us, because we 



live with them, we think them, we use them, we prove them, and 
they have become us. They have become subjective because now we 
understand something of the synonymous terms for God, and we are 
thinking from them, and so our numerals have become vital, warm, 
and living to us. 

A Summary of the First Thousand-Year Period 

We saw the lay-out of our tools in the first chapter of Genesis 
and the first three verses of the second chapter. Then we began to 
use our tools in the first thousand years of the Bible. We began to use 
all that Mind means and to use it to analyze, expose, and destroy the 
false sense of God and the false sense of man, symbolized by the 
Adam story. We saw that Adam had three sons: Cain, representing 
the physical; Abel, representing the moral; and Seth, representing 
the spiritual. We saw that those three states of thought correspond to 
analysis, uncovering, and annihilation. When you analyze the 
physical, you see that it is just the physical, that it isn't of God, and 
that it is a false sense. As you begin to expose the physical, and in 
some measure to overcome it, the moral sense of things appears; the 
physical (Cain) has always murdered the moral (Abel) because the 
moral can't stand up to it. Eventually the physical is annihilated and 
the spiritual appears; that climax is symbolized by "And Enoch 
walked with God: and he was not" (Gen. 5: 24). 

And so we saw in the first thousand years of the Bible, the period 
from Adam to Noah, how to use the first day of creation. But don't 
think of it as something to do with time. That most scientific thinker 
of all thinkers, Jesus of Nazareth, did away with the time-element: 
he said, "Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh 
harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the 
fields; for they are white already to harvest" (John 4: 35). He was 
telling them that they had seen four thousand-year periods of the 
development of the spiritual idea, but that the fact of the matter was 
that every aspect of God's nature is ever-available in Science. And 
then he proceeded to demonstrate that. He didn't destroy their 
system of symbolism, but he proceeded to fulfil it by demonstrating 
the complete sevenfold aspect of God. 

As we understand Mind and how it operates as light, as wisdom, 
as intelligence, as law, as action, as power, as creator, as the only 
cause, and so on, we begin to see how it operates to analyze, uncover, 
and annihilate the Adam-dream of creation. The record of the first 
thousand years wouldn't mean very much to us if we didn't under- 
stand it as relating to our own experience and having nothing to do 
with time. Moreover, our concept of it needs to be very much 



clearer to-da! than the concept of the Biblical writers, because in 
that age they didn't ha~ve to meet the belief of materialism scientifically 
organized. In our world to-day materialism. bhether in the form of 
crime or anqthing else, claims to be scientifically organized. The 
prophets d~dn't  have to meet that; they just had to meet the belief of 
chance and chaos. To-day e~erything in the material world claims to 
be scientifically organized, and it has to be met scientifically. 

Light was the primary concept of the first day of creation, and it 
will enable you to analyze the claim of the false concept of God (as 
the Lord God Jehovah) and the false concept of man (the man who 
took on animal nature: who felt that he was not man in God's image 
and likeness and so needed a sex-companion ; w ho allowed his system 
of manhood,--his s1,stem of demonstrating God,-to be broken 
down in order that he might have a sex-companion. who helped him 
to believe in materialism more than ever; the nian whose false sense 
culminated in the murder of Abel by Cain and in Cain going out from 
the presence o f  the Lord and d~e l l i ng  in the land of Nod). That is 
how you can use the first daj ,  and ~ e ' k e  got to use our sense of the 
first day. 

Remember that in the first day there are three tones; Mind 
operates as the nature of Mind, then as the nature of Spirit, and then 
as the nature of Soul. "And God said, Let there be light;" "And God 
divided the lisht from the darkness;" "And God called the light Day, 
and the darkness he called Kight" (see Genesis 1 : 3-5). In the first 
thousand }.ears %find as Mind exposed the darkness of the false 
concept. the Adam-dream, of creation; Mind as Spirit separated the 
Cain state of thought from the Abel state of thought; Mind as Soul 
annihilated the Cain sense of things, and Seth (the spiritual) rose to 
the light, and the story of Enoch illustrated the right ideal of man. 

Spiritual Ideas Are Dynamic 

And so we come to the story of Noah. I wanted to bring your 
thought up to the second thousand years of the Bible by recapitu- 
lating briefly. According to the records. which are none of them 
accurate, No;lh li~red about 2948 B.C. But nobody to-day can really 
belie~x in 11 human Koah uith a material ark. The Biblical dates 
u.ere for the most part fixed by a man called Bishop Ussher, but 
remember that as history the Bible isn't of Lery much use to us, 
though as an cmbodiment of the fundamental "root-notions" of 
reality. pcrfcctl> symbolized and put into a calculus of spiritual 
thought. the Bible is the one important thing in a11 the world to man- 
kind. The rc;iwn why I am going ocer this story again is that although 
you and I h a ~ c  talked about thcse things and we are using them all 
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the time, they will never be warm and vital and living to us until we 
see their development through the story of the Bible. As we see the 
development of the Christ-idea, we shall understand what Mrs. Eddy 
meant when she said, "Christ's Christianity is the chain of scientific 
being reappearing in all ages, maintaining its obvious correspondence 
with the Scriptures and uniting all periods in the design of God" 
(S. &z H. 271 : 1-5). 

As you see the development of this story, as these symbols become 
real .to you, as you see that they are infinite in scope, as they become 
not just a few words but mental and spiritual, as you put them into 
prac1:ice in your life to correct the mistakes of materiality and mortal 
existace, as you love them and understand them, you will see that 
they are essentially dynamic. They will enable you to heal the sick, 
raise the dead, still the tempest, walk on the water, and feed the 
multitude. Those things have all been done, and they can be done by 
us. Jesus said, "He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he 
do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto 
my F'ather" (John 14: 12). To-day we ought to be able to do "greater 
works," for we have seen the Christ-idea as Science. Jesus had only 
a handful of men who understood the Science of what he was doing, 
but to-day there are many, many people in the world outside the 
Christian Science ranks who are beginning to see that if religion is 
to be worth anything it must be scientific and accurate and systematic, 
that it must have order and rule and method, and that it must be 
demonstrable. 

Approaching the Bible Intelligently 

If we are going to present the Bible to mankind, we've got to know 
the Eiible. We mustn't be "dumbbells." We've got to know the Bible 
spiritually, scientifically, and intellectually, and in going through this 
story of the Bible I am going to try and show you all three aspects. 
Remember that, according to Webster, "intellectual" means "appre- 
hensible by the intellect alone; hence, of a spiritual nature." 

At one time we would have been very much ashamed to think that 
the story of the flood existed in pagan times. But as Dr. Bennett 
points out, if you are going to object that the story of the flood is 
paganistic in origin, remember that "the most sacred day of the 
calendar, Good Friday, is named after the heathen goddess Freya." 
And so when we discover that "Christ's Christianity is the chain of 
scientific being reappearing in all ages," we are not going to lose 
anything and we are not going to lose our love of the Bible, but we 
are going to understand that from everlasting to everlasting the 
infinite cause has forever been revealing itself as its infinite Christ or 
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ideal, and that because that cause is Love it has always been trans- 
lating that ideal down to the point of infinite spiritual ideas. 

The Birth of the Christ-Idea 

In proportion as mankind has been willing to accept that infinite 
spiritual idc',~. the drcam of mortality has disappeared. That is why 
u e  have civilization. and it is going to continue and to reach higher 
and higher points. It is true, however, that because of our ignorance 
of the Christ-idea n.e don't understand \vhat is happening, and so 
we don't know how to deal mentally and spiritually with that which 
would cruc~fy the Christ-idea, and the result is that we pay a horrible 
price for civilization. Rut if we understood how to attend the birth 
of the Chr~st-ldca, i f  ~ v e  understood how to analyze, uncover, and 
annihilate the force5 of evil because we understood the ideas of 
Truth, then civilization ~ o u l d  be painless progress. As we under- 
stand tho ideas of God through this perfect symbolism given in the 
Bible,--beginning with the seven days in Genesis and climaxing in 
Revelation with the city foursquare, the four-dimensional divinc 
infinite calculus.-as we understand and can use thcm, we are going 
to be able to analyze, uncover, and annihilate the claims of evil, and 
I believe that we are on the verge of that to-day. Why, if I had said 
the things 1 am saying to-night thirty years ago, men would have 
thought mc crazy, and yet to us to-day these things are logical. 
normal, intcll igent beyond words, and demonstrable-in fact, they 
are reality. 

And so u e  are beginning to see the birth of the Christ-idea through 
the Bible. l+'e are taking the thousand-year periods, "the chain of 
scientific bcing," and we are bringing them all in this scientific era 
into the "now" of spiritual thought. You and I aren't very interested 
in how the multiplication table developed, but how the multiplication 
table works In the "no\\" is of vital importance to us. So if we regard 
the Biblical symbols merely as historical stories, we shall get verj 
little out of them. Religion becomes pulseless, organized, dominating. 
and so on, IS i t  regards the Bible merely as a historical record. But i f  
we understand that the Bible is using symbols of the eternal "now" 
of reality, of divinity, and if we are beginning to use them, then the 
picture is marvellous. The Bible is one story, and as we go on through 
the Bible. don't let's lose the chain, don't let's think of the Adam 
story or the Yoah story in terms of thousand-year periods, but let's 
think of thcm intelligently in terms of the eternal "now" of reality, 
because norhing to-day will meet the claim of materialism,-that 
which is antma1 magnetism in its claim to be organized scientifically, 
-but ever-present divine reality in its Science. 
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Someone said to me, "Adam had three sons and Noah had three 
sons. What is the difference between the processes of analysis, 
uncovering, and annihilation in the two stories?" Well, the Adam 
story symbolizes the intelligent operation of "Let there be light," and 
the emphasis is on Mind and on analysis. The Noah story symbolizes 
the intelligent operation of the "firmament," and the emphasis is on 
Spirit and on the separation between the real and the unreal. The 
emphasis in the process of analysis, uncovering, and annihilation in 
the Adam story is on analysis, and in the Noah story the emphasis is 
on separation. When you come to the third period of the Bible, you 
again get the process of analysis, uncovering, and annihilation, but 
this time the emphasis is on definiteness and identification, because 
in that period Abram was re-named Abraham, Jacob was re-named 
Israel, and so on. 

Extract from The Clarendon Bible 

Now I want to read you an extract from a little book published 
by The Clarendon Press in a series covering all aspects of the Bible. 
This volume is called "ln the Beginning" and it is by S. H. Hooke: 

When we come to deal with the Hebrew stories of the Flood we shall 
see that they show a very close relation with the Babylonian Flood- 
stories . . . 

But there remain enough important points of resemblance to establish 
the relation between the two. In the first place, we have in each case a 
list of ten names before the Flood; secondly, there is the abnormal 
length of life attributed to the individuals in each list; thirdly, the seventh 
person in each list is noteworthy for similar qualities. The seventh king 
in the Sumerian tradition was regarded as possessing special wisdom 
in matters pertaining to the gods, and as being the first of mankind to 
practise divination. The seventh name in the Priestly list is that of Enoch, 
of whom it is said that "he walked with God" and who in later Jewish 
traditions was said to have been taken up to heaven without dying. 

It is difficult to suppose that these fundamental resemblances can be 
due to chance, and it seems an unavoidable inference that the Priestly 
writer has prefixed to his account of the Flood a list of ten patriarchs 
with abnormal length of life because by the time he wrote this element of 
the Babylonian tradition had been absorbed into the traditions of his 
own people . . . 

It is possible that the Priestly writer does not include the distinction 
between clean and unclean animals, nor the mention of sacrifices, in 
his account because he relates these institutions to the time of Moses. 
We also find i i ~  the Priestly account the pattern which the Priestly writer 
has imposed upon the history of the human race in relation to the divine 
purpose. He sees this purpose revealed in three successive stages, each 



marked by a covenant with its distinctive sign. First the covenant with 
Noah, marked by the sign of the rainbow; then the covenant with 
Abraham, to which the sign of circumcision is attached; and lastly the 
covenant w~th Israel, of which the Sabbath is the sign. There is no trace 
of this arrangement in the Jahvist's narrative, and he regards the worship 
of Jahveh and  the institution of sacrifice as already existing before the 
Flood. 

But in its broad outlines both the earlier and the later writer regard 
the ancient tradition of the Flood from the same religious point of view. 
For both of them i t  marks the end of one epoch and the beginning of 
another. After the peopling of the earth by the descendants of Noah has 
been described, the story begins to concentrate on the selection of one 
individual and one race as the vehicle of the divine purpose. Through 
the first man's disobedience sin came into the world, with violence, 
corruption, and death in its train. The curse works out its inevitable 
consequcnccs, and the old world disappears in the cataclysm of the 
Flood. A ncu beginning is made with Abraham; by his obedience and 
faith the bic\\ing ~ h i c h  was always in the mind of God becomes avail- 
able for nunkind ; "in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth bless 
themsclves, txcause thou hast obeyed my voice." 

We know now that the origin of this planet, of life upon it, and the 
early historq of the development of human civilization, cannot be stated 
for the scientist and the historian in the terms of these ancient origin- 
stories. 

That is whcrt: he makes his mistake. The ~ e d d i n g  of Science and 
religion, m hich must take place, will take place on the basis of those 
fundamental "root-notions" of the days of creation. Of course, the 
phqsicrd sclenti\t has done a valuable service: he has placed great 
import~inct. o n  accurate and fearless thinking. But it is impossible to 
think rtccuratdy about the material universe. because, as du Noiiy 
says, it is "pcrfkct disorder." The physical scientist is eventually going 
to think in thc realm of' spiritual ideas. The religionist has always 
tended to bc mystical, emotional, vague, and hypothetical, and he 
has got to t h ~ n k  accurately. When the physical scientist thinks in the 
realm of the spir~tual and the religionist thinks accurately, we shall 
see the ~ c d d i n g  of Science and the spiritual. 

Hooke continues :- 

But we hdve to do here with a religious view of world history which 
was the prduct of the experience of one people, thc Hebrews, and this 
view has t d  the profoundest consequences upon the history of religion, 
and contains essential truths about the relation of God and man which 
arc incfclxmcicnt of the external form in which they have been embodied. 

Look back at history. All theories have changed century after 
century, but the Bible has gone on, because it tells the story of reality. 



Mankind has come to the point where it refuses to accept the story 
of the Bible from a merely religious point of view, and thank God it 
does. At present humanity as a whole is not particularly interested 
in it. But when the time comes that humanity sees that the only reality 
is idea and that the only reality is the spiritual, it will turn to the Bible. 
Men have always had glimpses of reality, but they never seem to see 
the application of the facts of reality to the beliefs of unreality. They 
have never discerned scientifically the things of reality and their 
application to the dream of unreality. Now, we are "not many 
mighty, not many noble" (I Cor. 1 : 26), but we can think. There is no 
value but in thinking. God is Mind, and thinking is Godlikeness if it 
is scientific, spiritual, accurate thinking. As you think scientifically 
and spiritually, you are man in God's image and likeness. 

The Two Documents 

I'm going to try and show you how the two records, the Priestly 
document and the Jahweh document, are intertwined in this story of 
Noah. I'm going to show you how the different documents used the 
symbols differently; the symbols were differently used by the writers 
of the Jahweh and the Priestly records, because they wrote at different 
periods. The writers of the Jahweh document believed in the Lord 
God Jehovah and the matter-man. The writers of the Priestly docu- 
ment told of the Science of reality in the first chapter of Genesis. The 
Jahweh document is very beautiful in some ways, but it isn't as 
accurate or as scientific or as spiritual as the Priestly document, 
although it must not be forgotten that the writers of the Priestly 
document finally edited the Jahweh document. And so I want to 
begin now again at the beginning of the Noah story, and I want to 
take with you these two records and show you how the symbols vary, 
because we want a cultivated spiritual understanding of the Bible. 
Don't let's gloss over it: let's consider it intelligently. 

The story begins with the Priestly document: "And Lamech lived 
an hundred eighty and two years, and begat a son" (Gen. 5 : 28). That 
"182" is 3$ times 52-3& years, 1,260 days. You will remember that 
the Bible uses this symbol "three-and-a-half" to typify thought that 
has understood something of Mind, something of Spirit, something of 
Soul, and has just touched Principle, but hasn't gone any further. If 
thought doesn't go on to demonstrate Principle as Life, Truth, and 
Love, thought has only gone the "three-and-a-half." 

Now, not all the numbers in the Bible are symbols. Moreover, 
I am not a numerologist. Many of the numbers in the Bible are 
quite inaccurate and are quite without spiritual value. But the Bible 
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writers used some numbers as definitely as they used the symbols of 
the mustard seed and the cattle, as u.e have seen. 

And nomr we get the Jahweh account: "And he called his name 
Noah, saying. This same shall comfort us concerning our work and 
toil of our hands. because of the ground which the Lord hath cursed" 
(Gen. 5: 20).  The ~ o r d  "Noah" means "rest" o r  "comfort." Mrs. 
Eddy's definit~on of Noah is: "A corporeal mortal; knowledge of 
the nothingness of material things and of the immortality of all that 
IS spiritual" (S.  (9( H. 9 2  : 22-24). In proportion as you understand 
the reality o f  sp~ritunl things, and you put spiritual values first, and 
you are able to prove them. you are Noah, and you are comforted. 
Remembcr that \then you use a divine idea, you can use it just as 
definite11 as you uould an idea in mathematics o r  music. When you 
are using ti12 diiint. idea s>rnbolized by Noah, you are using that 
which sees the "noth~ngness of material things" and "the immortality 
of all that 1s spiritual.'* Mrs. Eddy discotrered Christian Science 
u hen she saw "the immortality of all that is spiritual ;" she discovered 
Christian Scence u hen she glimpsed the great fact of Life in and of 
Spirit (see fliq. 24: 14-18). So Mrs. Eddy was using Noah at the 
point where she discovered Christian Science. 

This is the Priestly record again: "And Laniech lived after he 
bcgat N c ~ i h  fi\.e hundred ninety and fitre years, and begat sons and 
daughters: cind all the days of Lamech were seven hundred seventy 
and se\cn years: and he diedv-that "777" is a symbol of a sense of 
pcrkction and completeness. "And Noah was five hundred years old: 
and Noah h c p t  Shem. Ham, and Japheth" (Gen. 5: 30-32). That 
"file hundred year5 old" means that Koah had arrived at  some 
under~tanding of true individuality. exaltation, multiplication, of 
that ~ h i c h  is symbolized by the fifth day of creation. Remember 
that the men who  rote the first chapter o f  Genesis, giving the 
whole system of symbols, were the same mcn \i ho u rote this account 
of Noah. 

I read job  Mrs. Eddy's definitions of Ham,  Shem, and Japheth 
last ureek. (Ssc S. R: H. 577: 21-22; 594: 14-15; 589: 8-11.) 

Utilizing Myths 

And now ~e get the Jahweh record again: "And it came to  pass, 
when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters 
Mrre born unto them. that the sons of God saw the daughters of men 
that they n u s  f.:lir: and they took them nrives of all which they chose. 
And the Lord said, My spirit shall not al~vays strive with man, for 
that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an  hundred and twenty 
years" (Gen. 6: 1-3). "120" is a symbol of the "twelve" applied to 

62 



the human (the "ten"). I t  means that man shall have a measure of 
demonstration under all circumstances, but it has been taken to mean 
that his days shall be shortened. If you use your "twelve" of Life, 
Truth, and Love operating as the Word, the Christ, Christianity, 
and Science, to heal sickness or sin, you are using the "twelve" in the 
human. But if you demonstrate in thought a pure spiritual reality, 
that is the perfect "twelve," which isn't consciously applied to the 
human at all. If in mathematics you applied 2 + 2 = 4 to 2 f- 2 = 7, 
you would be using your "twelve," as it were, in the human, but if 
you calculated 2 + 2 = 4 in pure mathematics, you would be using 
the perfect "twelve." 

"There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, 
when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they 
bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of 
old, men of renown" (Gen. 6: 4). As you remember, in the Adam 
story, man who (according to the true record) had been made in 
God's image and likeness thought he needed a sex-companion, and 
we saw how that belief was analyzed, uncovered, and annihilated. 
Now, this story of the giants comes from another myth, but it was 
used to illustrate the fact that although the sex-belief was increasing, 
Noah began to see that man is spiritual, and that he does not need 
the sex-belief. The writers used the old myth to express what Jesus 
expressed in this way: "For in the resurrection they neither marry, 
nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven" 
(Matt. 22: 30). 

In his book "In the Beginning," from which I have already 
quoted, Hooke writes :- 

This myth of the union between divine and mortal beings, resulting in the 
birth of demi-gods or heroes, is found in the early Babylonian sources 
whose influence on Hebrew tradition we have already observed, and was 
widely diffused at an early date, as we may see from the evidence of 
Greek mythology. 

If you take the commentaries and the most learned books on the 
Bible, you can see the difficulties you get into if you try to explain 
from a historical point of view many of the numbers and the records 
and the genealogies in the Bible. The result is that there are a great 
many men writing on the Bible and frequently contradicting each 
other, because there is no scientific basis for this study. But we have 
to see the Bible as it really is, as a story of the "root-notions" of 
reality symbolized through myth, saga, and folk-lore. The Biblical 
writers went to the ordinary man of those days in the language that 
he could understand, just as we've got to to-day. 



hlateriaiity Doomed to Pass Away 

The Jahu s h  record continues: "And God sau that the wickedness 
of man \va5 great in the earth, and that every ~magination of the 
thoughts of hi$ heart was only evil continually. And it repented the 
Lord that h c  had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his 
heart. And the Lord said, 1 will destroy man whom I have created 
from the Pice of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping 
thing, and the f o ~ l s  of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made 
them" (Gen. 6 : 5-7). God didn't see that "the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth," and so on! I t  simply means that Noah saw that 
materiality was wickedness to God. God is "of purer eyes than to 
behold evil." and cannot "look on in~quity" (Hab. 1 : 13). This 
Jahweh document is very anthropomorphic. It has a very human 
sense of God in many instances as someone M ho vvalked in the garden 
in the cool of the evening, and so on. 

"But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord" (Gen. 6 :  8). That 
merely means that Noah saw that the material in you and me is 
doomed to pass away. He saw that materiality is hell. He was 
looking "not at the things which are seen, but at the things which 
are not seen. for the thingswhich are seen are temporal; but the things 
which are no t  seen are eternal" (I1 Cor. 4: IS). The things that really 
matter are the ideas of reality. Now, \ve don't mant to destroy human 
civilization, because we see the appearing of the Christ-idea in some 
measure through a higher sense of civilization. This appearing, 
however, is not because of civilization. but in spire of it. We don't 
want to de\troy c~~ilization, but we do want to destroy the mist, the 
false sense, \L hich calls itself materiality. We'vegot to destroy it, and 
we shall de\t roy ~t N ith reality, through understanding spiritual ideas. 

Now the Priestly document re-enters : "These are the generations 
of Noah: \oah \+as a just man and perfect in his generations, and 
Noah walked uith God. And Noah bsgat three sons, Shem, Ham, 
and Japheth" (Gen. 6: 9, 10). What does it mean? It means that that 
which comforts sees how to analyze, uncover, and annihilate the 
mortal. Remember that we are considering the first part of the second 
thousand >,cars of the Bible, where Spirit operates as Mind to bring 
a sense of' the one creator and to bring purity of thought. Spirit as 
Mind enabled Xoah to c0nceib.e the idea of an ark, and Mrs. Eddy 
defines "Ark" as "Safety; the idea, or reflection, of Truth, proved to 
be as immortal as its Principle; the understanding of Spirit, destroying 
belief in matter. God and man coexistent and eternal; Science 
showing that the spiritual realities of all things are created by Him 
and exist forever. The ark indicates temptation overcome and 
followed b) exaltation" (S. 61 H. 581 : 8-14). 



The Priestly record continues: "The earth also was corrupt before 
God, and the earth was filled with violence. And God looked upon 
the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his 
way upon the earth. And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh 
is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; 
and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth. Make thee an ark of 
gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it 
within and without with pitch" (Gen. 6: 11-14). Noah was analyzing, 
but his analysis took the form of separation. In this ark,-this under- 
standing of reality,-there must be "rooms," because as Jesus said, 
"In my Father's house are many mansions" (John 14 : 2). I f  you are 
sick or you have sinned or you have trouble in your home or in your 
business, and you have an ark,-an understanding of spiritual reality, 
-that comes to you and heals you. So in your ark you've got to have 
many "roon~s," because every right idea is infinite. Take a simple 
instance-a right idea of law: it is infinite in every way. The use of 
2 -1- 2 = 4, or of a note in music, is endless in every way, and you 
could never cease to be able to use it. 

Scofield says that "pitch" means "atonement," so to "pitch" your 
ark means to make it one with God. Everything   nu st be based on 
God. Every part of your ark,-your understanding of spiritual 
reality,-must be based on God. 

Line, Plane, and Space 

This is still the Priestly account: "And this is the fashion which 
thou shalt make it of: The length of the ark shall be three hundred 
cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits" 
(Gen. 6 : 15). There you get three dimensions,-line, plane, and space, 
corresponding to the Word, the Christ, and Christianity. (See the 
Matrix.) "The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubitsv- 
the Word, line,--Mind, Spirit, Soul, applied to the human; "the 
breadth of it fifty cubitsm-the Christ, plane,-Mind, Spirit, Soul, 
Principle, Life. The Christ came as Jesus the Christ in the fifth period, 
at the point of Life. "And the height of it thirty cubitsw-Christianity, 
space,-Life, Truth, Love. What did Jesus demonstrate when he 
came? He demonstrated Life, Truth, and Love. In the four thousand 
years before Jesus, men had seen something of the nature of God as 
Mind, Spirit, Soul, and Principle, but Jesus revealed to men the 
operation of Life, Truth, and Love in Christianity. You've got to have 
line, plane, and space in your ark. In the first three thousand years the 
emphasis was on Mind, Spirit, and Soul in the unfoldment of God's 
nature; when Jesus came, it was in the fifth period of advancing 
thought; and he demonstrated Life, Truth, and Love for all men. 



7'h;11 i ,  [ I I C  \i ,I. t11c >pi ri t ual idea i~lyw~r-cd t o  I1 L I I ~ ; I I ~  thought. and 
tk i t  15 tiw u i t  I+ i l l  11:ivc t o  appmr to txicli one of us. So 0111- ark h:is 
to be ot' thew I Ilrce ~iitnt'nsioni. 

The Prich:l!. record coti t inue~: "A \\ in do^ shalt thou make to tlic 
ark. and in a cl~hit sh;ilt tho11 finish i t  n b o ~ r "  ((;en. 6 :  16). The cubit 
u,as a holy rnc:;surcr!lc.nt. and i t  corre~ponds  to 17.1 77 inclicc. They 
say that : t' \ :)ti taLc 144 b~irlej corns and l~ i ) ,  them sidc by side. thcy 
uill he the cu:tct riic:icur-cmcnt of a cubit, \i,llich is 17.177 inches. 
144 is 12 rnirl~iplictf by 12, and so s j n i b o l i x ~  perfect demonstration. 
I ' o u  II i l l  ~ - c ' ~ ~ i c o ~ b e r  t-c;lJing about the "hundred and forty and four 
thou\and" I r l  Rz\  cl ,~t ion ( w c  R c v .  14: 1 1.  

"And rhc J tx~r-  01' th;. :irk shalt thou sot i n  the sidc thcrcof; \i i th 
lo\\cr-. W C L ~ I I I . ~ .  ; ~ n d  t i~ird stories shalt thou make it" (Gen. 0 :  16). 
\'our ark ni1l.L h;i\c a wnsc of Science as operative in the relati\c, 
the absolur~~ ;lnJ thc dikint?. Christian Sciencc applied to the flesh 
opcratts in 1:ic I-cl;~ti\c. T h t '  denionstration of Christian Science 
opcratc\ il-I I 11c ah\c>lt!tc. The dc~norl\t ration of Sciencc from thc 
intiiiilc 1'ritl~:iplc. ( i d .  i \  tlic d i ~ i n e  scnw ot' Scicncc. 

1.carning thc Scicncc of the Spiritual 

Fancj lr!iii;: t t r  rcad this story humanly and historically! Fancy 
trjing to rc;iJ i t  i n  any other u'ay except ;I< SJ mhols! The Biblical 
uritcrh \{.c'rc' great spiritual thinkers \+.110 sau the Christ-idea and 
tried to tell 0 1 '  i t  i n  any nay t h ~ ,  could tlir0~1g11 symbolic language. 
T l i ~ r c  i\n't , ~ n >  thing j c ~ ~ i  can coilcci\.c 01' tli;!t h~~cn ' t  bcen used by 
marl. ni lct l i i '~~ rn tllc Bible or not. to t r  and ill~istrlite some idea of 
God- tlic .rlln. thr) moon. and thc stars. the I ~ L J ~ . I ; I T ~  wed. the sheep. 
the catiic. ,\r:d so on. Thew great prophet\ uwd tilcnl all,--not 
\a_gucIy. bu: ~~ \ t c~n ; t t i c ; i l l~ . .  in  pure and pcrf2ct Science, and that is 
the u a j  ~ C ' \ C  got t ~ )  Icarn them. Mrs. Eddy says. "Take a\+,ay thc 
splritu;il bignitica~ion 01' Sct-ipturs, and that compilation can d o  no 
more t*or i1l;)t r ~ t l h  r i u n  can moonbeams t o  me11 a river of icc" (S. & H .  
241 : 141- 1:). 1 ' 0 ~ 1  111l.1~,t ycc i h ~  S ~ i ~ ~ t ~ ( x ~ t ~ t ' t 1 l c  Bible. b'ou couldn't scc 
i t  in i t \  Scicilcc u n l e ~ i  !ou hcgan by understanding the hymbols of  
thc b . ~ ~ ~ c . "  :hc "throe." the "t'our-." tlic "~c'\eti," the "ten." and thc 
"t~+.cl\c." a::d thc t i n t  thing 1.011 do i i  to hesin at the "sei~cn,"-at 
tllc ci;i\. 5 ,.)I' i I-:;:rion. \\ Iiich bcgin to lead yc)u I -  r!iought to God. Then 
ttlc3~' ~i;i! ( ) I '  ci.c;~~iL)li h l o ~ ~ n l  into nunicralb ot' thought and thcn 
into the s>non~rnoLI~ terms t'or God. Rcmcmbcr that the days of 
creation ;trc i l i ~  o~dcrcd  ~ -e~o l ;~ t ion  01' l-itk, 01' 1-1.utll. and of' Love (see 
. I .  4 :  ! . 1 O I I  ~111dcl.itand the rll~rl~cr~;ils and the synony- 
nloirs ICI .~ I I \ .  tlic'ri >ou C J I I  I I I I c I c I . ~ ~ ; ~ ~ ~ ~  1 1 1 ~  l.0111. order.;. because the 
orders. a>  i n  n!;1tl1c!ii;itics, arc brissd on the uye 01' the numerals. The! 



operate through the numcl*alc, ($0 how could you ~~iiderctand the 
orders and how could you use them unless you understood your 
numerals ? 

The Priestly record continues: "And, Ezhold, I, even I, do bring a 
flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the 
breath of life, from under heaven; and everything that is in the earth 
shall die" (Gen. 6: 17). You know, when we are young and full of 
health, life looks pretty good, but when we get on a little and we look 
at it intelligently, we see that it is a very stupid little dream. It is a 
little school to teach us true values, to teach us the unreality of 
materiality and the infinite reality and availability of the spiritual in 
the eternal "now." Noah saw, as all of us see when we think intelli- 
gently, that the material is temporal and that it is doomed to dis- 
appear. If we have any sense, we get busy and get to know something 
of true values through pure Science. 

The Priestly record continues: "But with thee will I establish my 
covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and 
thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee" (Gen. 6: 18). Into your under- 
standing of spiritual reality, which separates you from the flood of 
materiality, you will bring the ideas you have, the ideal to which you 
are wedded, and those ideals to which your ideas are wedded. 

There is nothing far-fetched about all this. It is the most vital, 
living, warm, intelligent, understandable, and demonstrable thing 
in all the world. It is humanity's way out of the hell of materiality- 
through the definite understanding of spiritual reality, which is found 
in the Bible. Tf we can get the scientific story of the Bible over to 
mankind, it will revolutionize human history, just as it will revo- 
lutionize  our history. 

INTERVAL 

One Infinite Story 

I know that some of yo~ i  are anxious to get on with the story of 
the Bible, and, in fact, one man said to me, "When are we going to 
get to Revelation?"! Well, I started in 1945 giving talks on Reve- 
lation, as you all know, and I found that i t  was a pretty big mouthful 
for a lot of people, although it is lovely beyond words and as clear 
as a bell. I hope that by the time we go to Oxford for our second 
Summer School we shall have done the first three thousand 
years of the Bible, and at Oxford I am going to start with the prophets 
and go right through to Revelation. But we must have the basic story 
clear in our thought. That is why 1 shall go back every now and then 
to where we began, because 1 don't want the big picture to be lost in 
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thc dctnils. Tlic \ I O I - ~  of thc Rihlc i q  onc <tory.- tlic ctory of God and 
His Chrkt. 

Tllc intinit: i b  t ~nc  and has onc idcal of itsclt'. The infinite forever 
translates it.; 0n.n idcil of itself to the point of infinitc. indi\,iduril. 
spiritual idcLi;. -the truth about you and mc, about 11e;ilth. holiness. 
happiness. ant! lihout rill that exists. The intinite. \vhich is the infinite 
subject. mu\t hn1.c :in objcct, or i t  \t~oulcl hc. mindless. You and 1. 
although wc :Ire the oh-jcct of the infinite s~~bicct ,  muct reflect the 
sub-iectivity ot' the infinitt.. because \i.e rcfcct the intinite i n  every 
way. Mrs. t d d y  s a y  that "divine LOIT cannot be deprived of its 
rn:inifcstatic>n. or- obicct" (S.  Rr H .  304: 10 1 I ). R u t  to say th:lt man 
is  holly sub-jscti\.e is ridiculous. If nirln ncrc \\,holly subjective, he 
\vould be God Himself. Man rqflects subjectivity. because he reflects 
God. but the ~ntinite is one. That is the hnsis ot':i11 Sciencc and true 
t11eoIogy. Ju.;t as mathematics is one and music is one, so the infinitc 
is one anti has one intinite plan. That one plan is infinitely expressed, 
infinitely di\.cr>iticd, classitied. and indi\idu:ilized. rind operates in 
pcr!>ct I:~N.. ordcr. rulc, system. method. thrm. and plrln or design. 

Filling Your Ark 

hen let's get on \iith the story of Noah. This is still the Priestly 
account: " l n d  of ekery l i \  ins thing of all fle\h, t uo  of e\ery sort 
shalt thou br~ng into the ark, to keep them alibt: ~ i i t h  thee; they shall 
be male and female" (Gen. 6: 19). The writers of the Priestly docu- 
ment did not nuke a distinction between clean and unclean beasts, 
because the? \+ere \cry nleticulous, and they believed that the dis- 
tinction betlieen clean and unclean beasts itas part of the revelation 
made to hloscs. so the) didn't mention it here. In the same Lvay they 
neker uscd the narne "Lord God Jeho\cih" Sor God until the story of 
hIo\es. hec.iu\e t h q  belie\ed that Z? ow\ orisinated the name 
Jeho~ah .  

"Of SONIS after their kind. and of cattle after their kind, of every 
creeping th~ng  ofthe earth after his kind, t no  of every sort shall come 
unto thee. tc)  keep them ali\ e" (Gen. 6 :  9 0 ) .  The "fowls" and "cattle" 
and "creeping thinp" are symbols of thought\, as in the first chapter 
of Genesij. I+ hich  is nritten bq the same men I$ ho wrote this. 

"And take thou unto thee of all food that i \  eaten, and thou shalt 
gather it to rhee: and it shall be !.or fcwd for thee. and for them" 
(tien. 6 :  2 1 ). Don't forget that these Priestly ~ r i t e r s  were the same 
men who N rote the first chapter of Genesis and used as symbols of 
the food ~ J V  t ; ~ t ~ i ~ ? h t  "e\.er! green herb" (the Word) for the states of 
thought 2 n7bolirt.d h the cllttle and the creeping thing. and "e~ery 



herb bearing seed" (the Christ) and the fruit tree (Christianity) for 
man. Noah was taking it all into his ark-he was understanding it all. 
Then it says, "Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded 
him, so did he" (Gen. 6: 22). 

Now we come again to the Jahweh record: "And the Lord said unto 
Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen 
righteous before me in this generation. Of every clean beast thou shalt 
take to thee by sevens, the male and his female: and of beasts that are 
not clean by two, the male and his female. Of fowls also of the air by 
sevens, the male and the female; to keep seed alive upon the face of 
all the earth. For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain upon 
the earth forty days and forty nights: and every living substance that 
I have made will I destroy from off the face of the earth. And Noah 
did according unto all that the Lord commanded him" (Gen. 7: 1-5). 
"For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty 
days and forty nightsM-as a result of understanding the seven days of 
creation, symbolizing the sevenfold perfection of God, chemicaliza- 
tion often takes place, the stirring-up of the so-called calculus of 
general mortal thought, the so-called calculus of unreality. Remember 
that it was said that the children of Israel were in the wilderness for 
forty years and that Jesus was in the wilderness for forty days and 
forty nights, because "forty" was a symbol of the divine infinite 
calculus in its application to the human. 

Taking Refuge from the Flood 

Now we come again to the Priestly account: "And Noah was six 
hundred years old when the flood of waters was upon the earth" 
(Gen. 7 :  6)-that is, Noah had arrived at  some understanding of 
Truth, and also of how to apply it to the human. We need to be "six 
hundred years old," for Truth is the Christ. 

"And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' 
wives with him, into the ark, because of the waters of the flood" 
(Gen. 7: 7). Noah saw the flood of materiality, and so he went into 
the ark,-into the understanding of the Christ,-and he took in with 
him all his ideas, the ideal to which he was wedded, and all the 
ideals to which his ideas were wedded. The ideal to which you and I 
are wedded is Christ Science. 

"Of clean beasts, and of beasts that are not clean, and of fowls, and 
of every thing that creepeth upon the earth, there went in two and two 
unto Noah into the ark, the male and the female, as God had com- 
manded Noah" (Gen. 7: 8, 9). The Priestly writers, who had written 
the days of creation, knew that man in God's image and likeness was 



created "male and fkmale" (Gen. 1 : 27) .  and so here they kept to the 
idea of nialt. and t>male. 

And now 1i.e come to one \.erse of' the Jah\\eli document: "And it 
came to pajs [tt'tcr s e ~ t n  d i i ~ ~ s ,  that the \u tcrs  of the flood upere upon 
the earth" ((;en. 7 :  10). 

Then h.e set the f'riestly again: "In the six hundredth year of 
bosh's 1if.c. irl thc  sccond month, the stt\enteenth day of the month, 
the same da! \\ ere all the f'ountains of the great deep broken up. and 
the bindo\{) 01' he;i\.en \\ere opened" (Gcn.  7: 1 1 ) .  "In the six 
hundredth j car- ot' \oah's lit'e."- in Truth. " in  the second month." 
-in the sa l~u lus  01' Spirit.---"thc sc~enteeritti clay of the month" -- 
the nurner;~lr;, tj'pitied by the "seven." corning to the flesh. Mrs. 
Edd!. sa>s that Christ is "The divine miinikst:ition of God. which 
comes to the f esh to destroy incarnate error" ( S .  & H. 583: 10-1 I), 
and as you ;tnd 1 uncierstarid the calculus of' realit> . it may be tha! the 
"ti>untainc (31' the great deep" \\- . i l l  be "broken up" and it will even 
seem that i t  i h  the "~vindows of heaven" \i.liich Lire "opened." Some- 
times i t  scerns to be true that e\,il comes from ~tbo\.e and below and 
round the corner and c\cry\\hcre else !oil can think of! But the 
Christ is al\\ii>\ the ever-present Comt*orter. and it comes to r/-..stro.,t 
incarnate error. 

This is the .lah\\ch record: "And the rain \tiis upon the earth t-orty 
da>s and t.oll> iiight\" ((;en. 7 :  12). \r'ou rernemtm- that Lie s a w  that 
the Jali\teli I\ riter.; nere tr-> ins to s! mbol i~e by the "fort>," the 
count~rt't'it C;IICIII~IS. u Iiic11 ~l;t im\ to tloo~l lii~ni~tll esper-ience. 

hob\ n c  come h;~ch to the f'riesllj : "In the sell'same day entered 
hoali, a1.d Shc'ln. ; ~ n d  t ia~ii .  a11d J~phc th .  the sons of Noah. and 
Noah's nit'e. and thc three \\ives ot'his sons ~vith them. into the ark; 
they. and tt\er! beast after his kind. and a11 the cattle after their kind. 
and ecerq creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind, 
and every tittt.2 :i t'ter his kind. every bird of  e\  ery sort. And they went 
in unto \oaIi into thc ark. tito and tnro ot' all flesh. ivhcrein is the 
breath of l i t > .  And they that \vent in. Lkent i n  male and female of all 
flesh, as <;od had commanded him" (Lcn.  7 :  13- 16, to colon). Your 
understnndirig of the tirst chapter of Genesis, and your ability to usc 
it. is your ark. 

And then > O L I  get the Jahu.eh record: ". . . and the Lord shut him 
in" (Gen. 7 :  i 0 ) .  The f'riestly \~.riters uould nei er hake said that, but 
the Jahueh >tor>. i i  anrhropomorphic. so M.e read that the Lord came 
down and bolted the door for Noah! H o w  much the Priestly writers 
altered the J a h ~ . e h  document we don't I\no\+ at all, but it is evident 
that they did all they could to bring it into line uith what they knew. 
about three iiunJred >ears afittr the Ja h\ie11 document had been 
\i,ritten. 



"Let Not Your Heart Be Troubled" 

"And thc tloocl was forty days upon th t :  cnrtli; iind thc water5 
increased, and bare up the ark, and it was lift up above the earth" 
(Gen. 7: 17). This is a wonderful symbol. "The floods have lifted up, 
0 Lord, the floods have lifted up their voice; the floods lift up their 
waves. The Lord on high i~ mightier than the noise of many waters, 
yea, than the mighty waves of the sea" (Ps. 93: 3, 4). "When the 
enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a 
standard against him" (Isa. 59: 19). We don't have to be troubled at 
these times: we only have to think. "The time for thinkers has come" 
(S. & H. vii: 13). We have to think intelligently, consistently, spirit- 
ually. "With all thy getting get understanding" (Prov. 4 :  7). Don't be 
troubled. There is nothing to be troubled about. 'The floods aren't 
real. Get into your little ark and stay there. Take in  all that you value; 
take in everything that pertains to spiritual consciousness. Let your 
ark have a sense of Science as operative in the relative, the absolute, 
and the divine. Let there be many rooms in it,-many rooms always 
open for any degree of the relative, absolute, and divine. And when 
the floods come, just get into that ark, and stay there ur;til the so- 
called calc~~lirs of human thought has lashed itself' to pieces. 

Here we get the Priestly account again: "And the waters prevailed, 
and were increased greatly upon the earth; and  the ark went upon 
the face of the waters. And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the 
earth; and all the high hills, that were under the whole heaven, were 
covered. Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the moun- 
tains were covered" (Cen. 7: 18-20). 15 cubits is about 27 feet, so 
literally taken, it is ridiculous! But the mountains are mountains of 
selfishness, pride, and so on. This is still the Priestly record: "And all 
flesh died that moved upon the earth. both of fowl, and of cattle, and 
of beast, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth, 
and every man" (Gen. 7 :  31). There is no difference between that 
statement and the statement near the beginning of the Priestly record 
of the days of creation: "and darkness was upon the face of the deep" 
(Gen. 1 : 2). Everything seemed to be material, but the writers saw 
that the material would pass away, that the Spirit of the Lord would 
move upon the face of the waters and that God w o ~ ~ l d  say, "Let there 
be light" (Gen. 1 : 3). 

The Jahweh document was the document which recorded that God 
took Spirit and put it into material man. so here the Jahweh account 
reads: "All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in 
the dry land, died" (Gen. 7: 22). The Jahweh record continues: "And 
every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of 
the ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping things, and the 
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fonl ol' thc I~c;~ccli; and they ncrc dc\tl-qed from tile earth: and 
Yonh only rcmnined alive. and they t h n t  \!.ere with him in the ark" 
(Gen. 7: 23). Hell ma) be let loose, but the Psalmict says, "A thousand 
shall fall at t h )  \idc. and ten thousand at th? right hand; but it shall 
not come nieh thee" (Ps. 91 : 7). k'ou \ t i l l  noticc that in this Jrlhweh 
ver\ion in Lrerse 23 man and cattle and creeping things and fowls are 
mentioned 111 the ordcr iri ~thich they \kcre created in  the Adam 
story. wliere,~\ the I'rie\tly ~ers ion in terse 2 I ~ i i s s  them i n  the order 
in  \ihicti tlit.) nerc created in  the true record. 

False Identity and False Individuality 

Here ~ I Y  conic to the Priestly \ .mion:  "And the tvnters prevailed 
upon the t x r t l i  ;in hundred and fifty days" ( C m .  7:  24). You will re- 
member that the J;lh\veh document mid "forty days and forty nights" 
(Gen. 7 : 12 1. .;yrnboli~ing the so-crilled calculus of ~naterirllity, the 
counterfeit ol'the true ~;iIcuIus, operating in the flesh. But the Priestly 
document is more prccise and uses " I  50" as a symbol to indicate that 
human tho~gli t  Mac  just filled \i.ith a f'tlsc sense of identity (the 
counterfeit ot' tho third day) and a false sense of individuality (the 
countcrki t 01 '  the fifth day). Sometimes you and I have that experi- 
cnce: sonwtirne.; somebody does something to us which we don't 
like. and oh, iiow \it. hate them! We t i l l  our thoughts with a flood ol' 
tlilse identit! and t'alse individuality, and tlwn the hate, scorn, or 
distrust build.; itself up and the waters prc\,ail "an hundrcd and tifty 
days." Anirnal ni;ignetisrn says to you that somebody isn't God's man. 
that hc isn't likc God, and that he docs this and that and the other 
rind that you  liate 1iir.n. Now, if that fellou. came to you to be healed. 
you ~ .ou l t i  forget rill thnt. But he comes to you to be healed anyivay. 
Mrs. Eddy \ . I ~ S ,  "Jcsus beheld in Scicnce the perfect mrin, who 
appeared to him u.hcrc sinning mortal man appears to mortals. In 
this perkct m:in the S:ii.iour saw God's o u ~ i  likeness. and this correct 
kicw ofni;1n 1ic;ilcd the sick" (S. & H. 376: 32  3 ) .  If you are a Scicn- 
t i $ t ,  i t  is your husiness to think in  that \i.ay. E\,c.n if you see evil, you 
must see' ~t ;L\ c'r-ror and not as your Sellow-man. Unless we people 
can de:i1 nit11 thc food of false identity and false individuality. \vc 
ha\.en't the 5li2htest chance of success. We are trying to heal humanity 
of' an indefi111:c and ch;lotic so-called c:ilculus o f  mortal thought 
and of false identity ( the belief that man has poiver and being apart 
Srorn God) and of false indi\.iduality (the belief that man is cause. 
father, and c;in multiply himself, and so on). Unless we are willing 
to get into o11r little arks and to deal with the flood of mortal thought, 
1s.e n m ' t  get :InFn here. 

MI-.;. Etld! .;aye. "Certain indi\,idu;ils entertain the notion t h:lt 
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Christian Science Mind-healing sl~ould be two-sided, and only 
denounce error in general,-saying nothing, in particular, of error 
that is damning men . . . This mistaken way, of hiding sin in order to 
maintain harmony, has licensed evil, allowing it first to smoulder, 
and then break out in devouring flames" (My. 2 10: 19-1, 21 1 : 6-9). 
These Priestly writers are here warning you of particular error. You 
can't fool yourself that 2 and 2 do not make 4, but it is perfectly 
pathetic to see human beings starting a feud among themselves, and 
then building it up and keeping it going. The fact is that they really 
love it-it is their little child-but it is the son of the bondwoman, 
and we always have to get rid of it. Jesus said, "Greater love hath 
no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends" (John 
15 : 13),--lay down a false sense of his fellow-men. 

Watch that you don't hate. It's poison and disease and death to 
the spiritual idea. Many of us are sick and unhappy and have such 
a sense of lack because we let the waters prevail in our thought for 
" 1  50" days,-we personalize identity and individuality. If we would 
only quit the bad habit of condemning and criticizing and pulling 
down the other fellow! Let your ark be lifted up on the waters- 
don't let it be submerged in them. Your ark is the ability to see the 
nothingness of material things and to understand spiritual reality. 

The Waters Will Abate 

This is still the Priestly account: "And God remembered Noah, 
and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the ark: 
and God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters asswaged; 
the fountains also of the deep and the windows of heaven were 
stopped" (Gen. 8: 1, 2). Mrs. Eddy defines "Wind," in part, as "That 
which indicates the might of omnipotence and the movements of 
God's spiritual government, encompassing all things" (S. & H. 597: 
27-29). You will remember that Ezekiel is told to call the winds 
to blow upon the dry bones and they come together bone to bone 
(see Ezk. 37: 9). Let "the might of omnipotence and the move- 
ments of God's spiritual government, encompassing all things" 
influence your thinking, and the waters of mortal belief will abate. 

The Jahweh account reads: " . . . and the rain from heaven was 
restrained; and the waters returned from off the earth continually :" 
and then the Priestly goes on: "and after the end of the hundred and 
fifty days the waters were abated" (Gen. 8 : 2, 3). Evidently that state 
of consciousness represented by Noah had accepted the idea indicated 
by the wind,-"the might of omnipotence and the movements of 
God's spiritual government, encompassing all things." 

When Noah conceives the idea of an ark, you get the tone of 
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goes on to say that "the ark rested in the seventh month, on the 
seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat" 
(Gen. 8: 4). "And the waters decreased continually until the tenth 
month: in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, were the 
tops of the mountains seen" (Gen. 8 : 5). So the tops of the mountains 
were seen 24 months after the ark rested on Ararat,-that is, when 
thought had just touched Soul. "And it came to pass at the end of' 
forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had 
made" (Gen. 8: 6). That is again the Jahweh record. The Priestly 
version is this: "And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first 
year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were 
dried up from off the earth . . . in the second month, on the seven and 
twentieth day of the month, was the earth dried" (Gen. 8 : 13, 14),- 
that is, according to the Priestly record, Noah was in the ark for 
almost one year, and a year is a symbol of eternity. 

Extract from The Century Bible 

I want the difference in detail between these documents to be 
clear in your thought, because I think it is very important to get it 
clear, so I want to read you from The Century Bible the story of the 
two records :- 

vi. S i x .  17. THE FLOOD. (A narrative in which J and P are com- 
bined.) 

Primitive Document (J) 
--  

vi. 5-8. The moral corruption of 
the world. Yahweh purposes to 
destroy it. Noah's righteousness. 

vii. 1-5. Yahweh bids Noah gather 
into the ark his family and two of 
each kind of unclean animal and .seven 
of each kind of clean animal. Noah 
obeys. 

vii. 7 (?). Noah and his family enter 
the ark. 

vii. 10. The Flood begins. 
12, 16b, 17. Rain for forty days. 

Yahweh shuts Noah in. 

vii. 22, 23. All living creatures are 
drowned except those in the ark. 

Priestly Document (P) 

vi. 9-1 3. Noah's righteousness. The 
moral corruption of the world. God 
purposes to destroy it. 

vi. 14-22. God bids Noah build an 
ark of certain dimensions and to 
gather into it  his family and two of 
each kind of living creature; and to 
store the ark with provisions. Noah 
obeys. 
- - 

vii. 6-9, 13-16a. Noah, his family, 
and the animals enter the ark. 

vii. 1 1. The Flood begins. 

vii. 24. The waters prevail for a 
lrundred and frfty days. 

vii. 18-21. The Flood increases, and 
all living creatures are drowned, except 
those in the ark. 



Primitiw Documcnt ( J )  I Priestly Documcnt (P)  

~ I I I .  2h, :{:I. ~ I ; I .  At the end of tlic 
forty days ( \  I I  1') t hc f- lood certses to 
incrcnw. 

- - - - -- - - . - - - - -. - .- - - -- 
i iii. 6h-9. h o , ~ h  scn& forth a riwcn 

uhich does not return: (he  \\:\it.; se\cn 
days) rind bends out a dobe, which 
returns bccauw the earth is still 
covered uith uater. 
.. . .. . . .. - - . . . . - . - . -- . .. -- 

viii. 10. I 1 .  Aftcr another seven days 
he sends out the doke again: she 
returns with an olive Iwf, and he knows 
that the \vaters h n ~ c  abirted. 

\ii. 12, 13b After another seven 
days hc again scnd4 o ~ t  the d o w  ; i+ hen 
she does not rvtilrn he rernokes the 
covering of the ark and seec that the 
ground is dry. 

--- - . -. 

\iii. I ,  ::I. 3b--4. At thc end of the 
I50 d ~ q s  ( \ I I .  24). o n  the seventeenth 
day of the m e n t h  month, the Flood 
ceahcs to increase, and thc ark rcsts on 
the mountains of Ararat. 

. . . 
I .  5 .  The waters decrence till the 

h t  day of the tenth n~on th ,  when the 
tops of the mountains arc seen. 

- - - - - -- - - -- - -- 

~ i i i .  13a. On the first day of the first 
month of the next year the waters had 
dissppe:~rcd. 

viii. 14. On  the twenty-seventh day 
of the second month the earth wa5 dry. 

~ i i i .  15-19. At God's bidding Noah 
leaves the ark with his family and the 
animals. 

ix. 1-7. God  blesses Noah and  his 
sons, and permits then1 t o  eat animal 
food, hut without the blood. God 
ordain.; the puni5hrnent of death for 
murder. 

viii. 2 0  22. 5o:th builds an altar and 
sacrifices to j'.lhach, who promises 
that t i e  \ \ i l l  not itgain cichtroy all living 
beings, or  irterrrlpt the regular course 
of the seasons. 

ix. 8 17. God  makes a covenant with 
Noah and his descendants that He will 
not again dzsrroy all living beings by a 
Flood. He makes the rainbow the 
pledge of this covenant. 

God make5 the rainbow the symbol of the covenant. and the 
rainbow is a symbol of the seven days of creation. 

The Psicstlq document brings out the scnse of Spirit and separation 
throughout the \tory of Noah. 

Perhaps it tiould have pleased some of you better if I had gone 
further with rhe Noah story this evening. but we don't want to get 
just ;I superfic~al sense of it.  We're going to take two or three years 
going through the H~ble. We shall get to Revelation all in good time, 
and by the time we get to i t ,  i t  will really live lor us. Don't let's hurry 
this story of the Bible. What I have told you to-night has given you a 
fuller sense than you had last week. The u hole story of the Bible will 
be so much fi11lc.r if we take our time over it and do it consecratedly 
and earnestly. Let's take the story of the Bibk and think i t  out in a 
Chriqtlike manner. .As I pointed out to you. after Jews rme from the 
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grave he "opened . . . their understanding, that they might understand 
the scriptures" (Luke 24: 45). Earlier he said to them, "Search the 
scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they 
which testify of me" (John 5 : 39). By "the scriptures," he meant the 
Old Testament, of course. 

"A Very Present Help" 

As we grasp this story of Noah, the spiritual idea will take us and 
use us; it will make us Christians and it will make us Scientists and 
thinkers. It will help mankind when the waters of false identity and 
false individuality claim to flood the thought of mankind, as they're 
doing to-day. The lust for power is raging on every hand, and men 
are so ignorant of what is going on. But as these waters claim to 
flood human thought, get into your ark, and your ark will be lifted 
up, and you and your thoughts and the ideal to which you are wedded 
will remain in the ark; it will be holy and safe and Godlike and 
Christlike, and you will be helping mankind. 

Remember that the story of the ark has to do with you. It isn't 
something that happened in time: it is a symbol of reality. It is 
primarily your spiritual understanding of your own true selfhood, 
because "The Christian Scientist is alone with his own being and with 
the reality of things" (Mess. '01, 20: 8-9). You can't do anything for 
mankind except as you do it for yourself, and you can't do anything 
for yourself except what God has already done. You are His idea, and 
so as you lift up your own true selfhood, your own true identity, your 
own true individuality, and as you abide in your ark of spiritual 
understanding, purity, substance, and so on, you will be a law of 
annihilation to every flood,-no matter whether it be a flood of 
disease or sin or war or anything else. 

Let Christian Science Use You 

So just think on these things and think on them constantly. 
"Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and 
he with me" (Rev. 3: 20). Don't try to use Christian Science. You may 
be mistaken. Let Christian Science use you. So many people make up 
their minds that they want to make a certain demonstration, and then 
they go to work to put everything they have got into making this 
demonstration, but sometimes it isn't a demonstration at all-it is 
just something that they want to do. Let's see that we don't use 
Christian Science, but let's allow Christian Science to use us. "Let this 
mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 2: 5).  The Mind 
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uhich u,ic in  Clirtst .It'sue is the Mind ~vhicli is scientific. the Mind 
~ h i c h  understands, the Mind M hich is God's manifestation. As 
divine Principle, Life. Truth, and Love, forever translates itself 
through Soul. diversifies, classifies, and indi\.idu;ilizes itself as Spirit, 
and mrinifc.st\ itcelf ;is hlind, that manifests the Mind which Mas in 
Christ Jcsus. He Ict i t  use him, and wee can let this eternal translation 
and maniiestxticm of the Christ use us. As we do that, our ark will be 
lifted up aboi e the false so-called calculus and above all sense of false 
idcntitj and F~lse individudity, and eventually the wind-"the might 
of oninipotsncc"-%ill blow upon the flood of mortal thought and 
it uill abatc, and our ark uill rest o n  Mount  Ararat, on  holy ground, 
and the earth  ill bccorne dry. 

The Bible \\.ill Lead 3lcn to "Science and Health" 

Science is v,orth-\iliile, and it is the only thing in the ivorld that is 
~vorth-uh11e. \o put )our thought, your conwxation, your love, and 
your Chri.;tllhcneb\ into it. Let's be a "peculiar people" (Titus 2: 14); 
let's be a pcoplr: \ tho  belie~e in the spiritual, \tho understand the 
spiritunl, u h(>  l o ~ c  the spiritual, and who ~ a l k  in the spiritual. And 
don't forget t h;lt it' it  hadn't been for Mary Haker Eddy, you and I 
~ o u l d  ne\cr h a l e  wen this n\pcct of the Riblc. When you have time, 
take !our Concordance and \tudy all th;it Itlrb. Eddy says about the 
Bible. Shc t'ounci Chrr\ti;~n Science i n  the R~hle. and you'll find it 
thcr2. toe. "Sc~cncc and Health" makcs the \tory of the Bible 
scientific. bur thc \tory ic in the Bible. and ~f Lie can give the Bible to 
huniltnity they kill come to the textbook- that  is certain. If we try 
to-day to gi\ c them the textbook lvithout the Bible, we shall fail. 
The averrt_ct. ('hrlstlan Scientist k n o w  \.cry llttle about the Bible, but 
o u r  textbook> are the Bible and "Science and Health"-in that order. 
Mrs. Eddj tound her message in the Bible. and she reduced it to 
system in "Scrcrics and Health." If you find the niessagc of the Bible 
you will understand the living, practical nrlture of the divine system. 
but if you don't find the message of the Bible ~ o u  will never attain to 
the Science (7 1. it. 



TALK No. 13 

Going Forth from the Ark 
The Tower of Babel 

The Ever-Ascending Scale of Spiritual Sense 

As we go through this wonderful story of the Bible, remember 
that it is that which begins the Bible which enables us to interpret 
the whole story. The Bible begins by giving us our tools,-the days 
of creation. It shows us how they reflect each other, and then it 
proceeds to illustrate by all kinds of symbols how we can use them. 

As you acquaint yourself uith the notes in music and learn to 
combine them, you are able to consider intelligently the whole sub- 
ject of music. In the same way, these wonderful days of creation, 
as they swell and swell, become numerals of thought,-numerals of 
enlightened spiritual thought, definite numerals, just as the numbers 
in mathematics are definite; then as they swell still further they reveal 
the synonymous terms for God, which h4rs. Eddy calls "Mind, 
Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, Love" (S. & H. 465: 10); then 
as you begin to understand the synonymous terms in a fuller sense, 
spiritually and mentally, the numerals of thought become subjective 
to you. The days of creation, as they swell, become numerals of 
thought, and then they lead you to the synonymous terms for God; 
but as you understand those synonymous terms on an ever-ascending 
scale of spiritual sense, the numerals become subjective. As I told 
you, when I began to learn these things, the first day of creation- 
"Let there be lightw-to me meant just wisdom. Then it began to 
mean to me power, action, law, creator, intelligence, and so on. 
Then I saw that all these ideas of God were included in the term 
Mind. Then I began to consider Mind itself. When you begin to 
consider Mind mentally and spiritually, it isn't so much a matter 
of words as a matter of consciousness. If a cultured musician uses 
notes or chords, he uses them without effort, because they are per- 
fectly natural to him. And so the time comes when you use the 



i d c : ~ ~  of God i p o n ~ : ~ n c o ~ ~ s l y  and tiati11.;11Iy to liclp humanity. They 
hccomc to \ o u  dcfinite spiritual turlcj. and ~vliolly a matter of 
n~cntality anti >3piritualitjf. 

As J ~ L I  L r i o n ~ .  1s.c h;ikve considered \.cry carefully the spiritual 
tones of the d;\s 01' creation, and \s.e hn\.e seen mrhy the first day 
of creation h ; ~ s  three aspects or  tones, 11 hy the second day has three 
tone\. \shy rtw third day has five toncs. \shy the fourth day has 
f i ~ , t .  tones, I( h y  thc tit'th day has t;mr tones. why the ~ ix t l i  day liar 
scven tones. and w h y  the seventh day has t ~ o  tones. We have seen 
that there i5 :t reason for it altvays, and as we go on with the Bible 
record. wte i11:iII see the illustration o f  :ill  thcsc tones. 

Remen~hcr tha t  the Bible is one story,-the story of what was 
before tlic tirtic of the Bible and v..hat will he forever, the story of 
the "no\\" (j!' God and His Christ. A s  I hr1t.e shown you, even the 
grcat writcrb in the Bible commentaries rccognize that the Bible 
stories origin;~tcci in sources of thought cx~sting long before the 
time of the Bible. Thc stories of Adam and Yoah and the tower of  
Babel :\re each hascd o n  some story that c?ii\tcd hcforc the Biblical 
writers adoptcd it. And remember that the symbols of the "one." 
the "three," !hc "four," the "seven," the "tc'ti." and the b ' t~ re l \ e "  
;ire ;ill b;tsed 011 Ch;ildean symbols. 

A Cummary of the First Thousand-Year Period 

As we go on. b e  shall see the illustration of the days of creation 
in the t1ious;inci-ycrtr periods. In the first day. as you know, God 
said. "LA there he light" (Gen. 1 : 3): we epitomized that as the 
infinite light of' intelligenct., which comes to us as wisdom. The 
false record uas  "But there [vent up a 11-list from the earth" (Gen. 
2 :  6). Wh,it linppencd in the first thousand years'? blind operating 
as Mind.--intelligence coming to us as wisdom,- began to analyze 
the Adam picture ot'a false God and a false man and ;i false creation. 
Mind :IS Mind. intinite intellisence operating and comirig to us as 
light or  uisdotn. enahles us to anrilyze the f ~ l c c  concept of God 
as the Lord God Jcho\,ah. and the false conccpt of n u n  ;is a matter- 
nun .  as finitc m;ltter. into 1s hich intinite Spirit was supposed to 
be put. 

Then wc ha\.e the second tone of Mind-Mind as Spirit. "And 
God saw the light. that it was good: and God divided the light 
l'rorn the darkness" (Gen. 1 : 4). Thought begins to grasp the fact 
ot' God as intinitc good, and that comes :is a ~ e n s e  of God's allness. 
The t*;ilse record u a s  "Rut there bmt up a mist from the earth. 
(111d ~\.r~tc'rci l  . . ."- diluted. mingled. uv;ikencd. I n  the second part 
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of the first thousand years Mind as Spirit operated to separatc 
between the Cain state of thought and the Abel state of thought. 
The Abel state of thought exposed the Cain state of thought so 
forcibly that the Cain sense of things murdered it. The Abel sense, 
the merely moral, cannot go far enough. 

And then we have the tone of Mind as Soul-"And God called 
the light Day, and the darkness he called Night" (Cen. 1 : 5). Thought 
begins to grasp the fact that the infinite is of the nature of divine 
law, and that comes to us as a record,-the divine record of creation. 
The counterfeit was: ". . . and watered the ~c,/zole fuce of the ground" 
-the false mortal record. In the third part of the first thousand 
years Cain dwelt in the land of Nod ("and the darkness he called 
Night") and Enoch was translated ("And God called the light 
Day"). 

The first chapter of Genesis gives you definite numerals of spiritual 
thought which you can understand and use as definitely as you can 
understand and use the numbers in mathematics or the notes in 
music. The men who wrote that first chapter were the men who 
eventually re-edited the whole of the Old Testament and brought it 
as far as possible into accord with the first chapter, because they 
knew that with those fundamental "root-notions" of reality and 
divinity all calculations in the realm of reality have to be made, just 
as all calculations in the realm of arithmetic have to be made with 
definite numbers. 

Spirit as Mind: Creator and Purity 

And so we come to the story of Noah and his ark, and we enter 
into the second thousand-year period, which illustrates the second 
day of creation. First we see Spirit operating as Mind. Thought 
grasps the fact that God is the infinite creator, and that comes to 
you and to me as purity of thought. The trlie record states: "And 
Cod said, Let there be a firmament"-understanding-"in the midst 
of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters" (Gen. 1 : 6). 
The false record asserted: "And the Lord God formed man of the 
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; 
and man became a living soul" (Gen. 2 : 7)-the opposite of separa- 
tion, the mingling of Spirit and matter. 

In the second thousand-year period of the Bible the story of 
Noah and the ark is a symbol to explain the workings of the second 
day of creation. Spirit as Mind is illustrated when Noah conceives 
the idea of an ark; he sees that materiality is bound to pass away, 
but that it must be dealt with or it will destroy mankind. And so 
Noah conceives the idea of an ark,--spiritual understanding. 
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Spirit a s  Spirit: Suhstancc and I-ntlcrstanding 

Spirit as Soul: Order and Devclopmcnt 

And so n o \ \  ~ . c  conic to the third tone of t l ~  second day of 
creation- Sp:ri I ;IS Soul-"And God c~illcd t he ti rrnrtment Heaven" 
(Gen. 1 :  3 ) .  A s  1i.c uncierstanti that ttit. di\.itic al\\.;iys has infinite 
order, t1i.11 cornc\ !o us :IS dcvclopmcnt. Thc minute \ve see the 
order of' r-calrt! and understand i t .  \\.e set  dc\~elopnient. I n  the false 
record that synibolizcd by the naming 01' the !bur ri\.crs. You 
\\.il l  remenibt~~- t h ~ t  I told you tliat the t':11\< rccord is a story of 
increasing ci;~rknc\i. hut c\c.ry no\\ and tlicn the lislit breaks throush : 
there \$;I\ a glirnpw of' light with this 1.j rnbol ot' the four ri~esrs. t tic 
hurn;~rl n;irnl tlg of' tlic di\.int. in finite c;ilculus. There u.as Pison : "the 
lotc 01' thc good ; ~ n d  be;iutit'ul": Gihon: "the rights of \vom;in 
acknowledged morally. ci\.illy. rind soci;illy" (as  they were at  tlic 
birth of Jcsr~.;): Iiictdckcl: "cli\,inc Science understood and x k n o w -  
l e d p i " :  anti  f?uptir;itc\: "ciivinc Scit.nce cnconipassing the universe 
and man" ( 5 .  & H.  9 7 :  1 : is?: 3-4: 5SS:  5-6:  5 8 5 :  16-17). The 
naniing of tlic I i~ur  rivers syrnholizes thc development in human 
thought ot' rlic clitsine infinite c;~lculus. So i t  is interesting to see in 
the story nt' \o;th that ;ill hc itttaincd was n certain nieasurc of 
dc~~elopmcn t . 

)'ou can ~~n;~_cinc. t1i;it it' >ou \vcrc studjing somc great coniposi- 
tion in mlisic*. ]YOLI \L.OLIICI see tiom. e\crythin9 in it was tinely poised 
and in dctinitc order. \Vcll. the tliought of the men ~ . h o  wrote this 
story \va.; t tic m w t  tinely poised spiritual thought that the \vorld 
kne\i. until .Iesus came. That is why theories comc and theories go. 
but the Bible goes on. T o  show ho\v tincly poised their thought is. 
let'c sce hon thesc u.ritcrs illustrate the 1';ict that Noah only attained 
a ccrtain nit.a.iur-e of de\clopmt.rit. When Vo;ih wvnt into the ark. 
they 5ay t ha t  he \$as told by God (that is, l i t  rcalizcd) that he must 



take in with him his sons (his ideas of God and reality), his wife 
(the ideal to which his thought was wedded), and his sons' wives 
(the ideals to which his ideas were wedded)-in that order. We ail 
have some ideas of Christian Science, but that to which we are 
wedded,-our ideal,-is Christian Science itself; if we are taking 
into our understanding our ideas about Christian Science, and our 
ideal of Christian Science, we don't leave our demonstration of 
those ideas outside, but we bring them all into our understanding. 
Well, Noah was told to take his sons and his wife and his sons' 
wives with him into his ark,-his understanding of reality. But when 
he came our, the record is that God told him to go out with his wife 
and his sons and his sons' wives-in that order. After his experience 
he was to put his ideal tirst-your ideal should always be first in 
your thought at that point. But Noah didn't do what God told him. 
God told him to come out with his wife and his sons and his sons' 
wives, but he came out as he went in,-that is, with his sons and his 
wife and his sons' wives. So you see that the story is written as 
meticulously and precisely as that. 

The Fundamentals Must Be Real to Us 

If you read the Bible commentaries and the books on the Bible 
written by some of the most learned men in the world,-men who 
are earnest seekers,-and you see their attempt to explain this story 
historically and on a human basis, you can't help thinking how 
pathetic it is. None of the authorities agree. And yet when you have 
learnt how to use the tools given you at the beginning of the Bible, 
when you know the fundamental "root-notions" of reality and how 
they operate, the Bible is an open book to you. Jesus said, "Search 
the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they 
are they which testify of me" (John 5 :  39). And after he had risen 
from the dead, he "opened . . . their understanding, that they might 
understand the scriptures" (Luke 24: 45). Mind you, we know very 
little at present about the spiritual tones and we are all of us beginners. 
But we are beginning to hear the angels sing; we are beginning in a 
dim way to catch that music which tells man not only of the infinite 
good and its infinite ideas, but also of how he can prove them in daily 
experience by overcoming sin, disease, death, and mortality. That 
music tells man how he can find the reality of things,-the reality 
that from everlasting to everlasting he is God's idea and that his 
life is "hid with Christ in God" (Col. 3: 3). And so as we go through 
the Bible, don't lose the cultured sense of the story as a whole. 

These days of creation,-these "root-notions,"-will not be real 
to you unless you love them and live them. If you talk about purity 
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ol' t llougli~.---~c.p~tr~alirig the rcal I'rom the iin~~c:tl.--~ind ye1 you have 
no truc . . ; I U I . I I ~  01' thought; i t '  you  talk about d i ~  ine order and yct in 
your l i t ?   ON have n o  order: if you talk about divine intelligence 
; i d  yet in !our  l i t >  ~ a u  don't love intelligence and you don't want 
it. then what i \  the use of studying the days ot'crerition? They aren't 
real to ydu. H u t  it' y o u  really understiind them, you live them and 
you love them. 

Crcation i.; infinite de\dopmcnt. Thcrt: is no creation in niathe- 
matics csccpt revelation and development, because mathematics is 
it scicncc. E~crytliing that is. forcvcr ~ ~ 1 s .  M'hat an absurd situation 
i t  would he it' 2 . 2 4 had :~lw.ays cxiztcd, hut  m:in. God's idea, 
lived only a tL.w years and then died! What a hopeless position it 
uould be if a coniriion fact like 2 . -  2 - 4 had no beginning and no 
cnd and csprciicd the nature of eternity. but man, God's own image 
and likcncs\. uas  just snutTed out after a brief existence! Rut, thank 
Cod. i t  isn't truc. ,As you understand and love these days of creation, 
you see them s\vt.ll into dctinitc numerals of spiritual thought. 
spiritual cnl~glitcnmcnt, spiritu:il coniciousnc.;i: you see them become 
real. w;trrn. pcliiticc. and dynamic to your thought: you see them 
s\wlI into ;111 ~lnder~t;lnding of' God as infinite Mind, Spirit, Soul, 
Pririciplc. 1.112. Truth. and I..o\c, and as you begin to know and love 
thow teriii\ in their intjriitude, you begin to know them spiritually. 
so that they are not just ~vords to you, but reality itself. Each of 
those iynonj.mous terms is infinite in e\wy may. and means some- 
thing that > 011 c;in hardly explain in human language, but something 
that is \ c r y  dctinitc. beciiuw the more mental ii thing becomes, the 
rnorc dct'n~~c. i t  bccorne.;. 

The Duration of the F l d  

To gct t u c k  t o  Nodli: NoLiIi Isas suppowl to have entered thc 
ark uhen l i t  \ \ a \  600 year\ old (see Gcn. 7 :  6).--that is, hc was 
thlnhing In t u r n \  of Truth, the sixth day \+'hen he kas  500 years 
old (we  Gtn 5 .  3 2 ) .  he \+;is suppowd to I i a~e  had three sons, Ham, 
Shem, and J~plictli. u ho were  symbol^ o!' ;i~i;iIysis. exposure, and 
annihilrit~on. ac ice s i ~ .  Nobody belrc\cs that Noah was really 
500  year< old \L lien he h d  tlircc sons- u hlcli of the three was born 
\s hcn lie uak 5 0 0  yc:ir\ old'?! I t  is a mattcr of s~rmbols, and means 
that Noah \s,lr at the polrit ot' Lik. 

The 0iblic;il story ot' the food, as 1 told you, is a combination 
of t\+o record>.- thc Jcihweti arid the Priestly. The Priestly record, 
the later one. i \  the more definite. The Jah~ich record says that the 
flood \tat-ted sc\en days after Noah eritercd the ark (see Gen. 7:  10). 
The Priektl> I - C ' C O I - ~  b L i > \  that tlic flood ~ L I I  tcd "in  tlw six hundredth 



year of Noah's life, i n  the second month, the scvcntecnth day of 
the month" (Gen. 7:  1 ]),-that is, when Noah was thinking in the 
realm of Truth, using the second day of Spirit, and applying the 
seven days of creation to the human problem. 

Moreover, the Jahweh account says, "And the rain was upon the 
earth forty days and forty nights" (Gen. 7: 12), but again the Priestly 
account is more definite and says that "all the fountains of the great 
deep" were "broken up,"-there was a flood of hate, jealousy, envy, 
malice, materiality,-"and the windows of heaven were openedv-- 
even the most exalted human thought became desolation, as it so 
often does, if it is just a human sense. However, if we lift up our 
sense of the "windows of heaven," we see that they can only bring 
down an infinitude of spiritual blessings. The Priestly record says 
that "the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty 
days" (Gen. 7:  24), and we saw that it meant that the flood of false 
identity and false individuality was rampant. I pointed out to you 
that if this whole story isn't to do with the "now," then it isn't of 
much value, and as I showed you last week, if you allow hate, jealousy, 
envy, and personal sense to come into your thought, you are going 
to have a flood of false identity and false individuality in your human 
experience. 

Later the Priestly document says, "And after the end of the 
hundred and fifty days the waters were abated. And the ark rested 
in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon 
the mountains of Ararat" (Gen. 8: 3, 4). At the end of the flood of 
false identity and false individuality in your thinking, your ark, 
your understanding, begins again to get a purchase. It may have 
been a flood of sin, or it may have been a flood of disease, in which 
you just wallowed in disease, thinking of yourself as a material man 
with false identity and false individuality. But at the end of the flood 
your ark rests,-your understanding finds a purchase,-on Ararat, 
which means "holy ground." 

The Priestly record continues: "And the waters decreased con- 
tinually until the tenth month: in the tenth month, on the first day 
of the month, were the tops of the mountains seen" (Gen. 8: 5).  
That was 24 months after the ark rested on Ararat. You remember 
that you get a sense of the Word in its own aspect through Mind, 
Spirit, and Soul, and then half-way through Soul you begin to get 
a sense of the Word reflecting the Christ. So they say that the 
mountains,-the Christ-idea,-began to be seen after 23 months. 
Then the Jahweh record says, "And it came to pass at the end of 
forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had 
made" (Gen. 8: 6). Later, in the Priestly record, we read, "And it 
came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, in the first month, 
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tlic firqt d:l\ of tlic month. the waters Fvere dried up from off the 
c:~rth" ( < i C n .  Y :  1.7) After the top5 of the mountains \+ere seen, 
tu.0 months ~ ' -311t  by before the \caters bere dried up. That is, after 
>ou ha\c rc,tchc.d the point of Soul and hate begun to see some- 
thing ot' thc ( hr~st-1dcr1.-- "the tops ot' the mountains."-two more 
"monthc" h~llo\v. and that brings you to thc full sense of the Word 
reflecting the Chrtst. -- Soul, Principle. and L i k .  

Thc record goe5 on: "And in the second month, on the seven 
and tucnt~ctli d.1~ of the month. u;ls thc cartti dried" (Gen. 8: 14). 
That \\;I, 111,t one ?car from the time ot' tlie bqinning of the flood. 
and you h n o u  \\ har :i ye;tr mean$--it i5 3 symbol of eternity. So 
tou see how the progrcqs of the story is symbolized perfectly. I t  
i \  .! pcl-fxt l co-ordinatcd story. 

The Raven and the Dove 

Vow letq\ gct on uith Spirit as Soul. "And the ark rested in the 
wventh month. on the se~enteenth day of the month, upon the 
rnount;Iln, ot' Ararat" (Gen. 8: 4). The flood had lasted from the 
wcond to ~ l i c  wbenth month--five months; that is, Noah had 
dt.rnon\tr,lt~d mme w-w of exaltation. multiplication, and indi- 
t ~ d u a l ~ t >  klc h d  touched the hem of the Chr~st, and so the ark 
rested o n  h o l  ground. "And the nater-5 decreased continually until 
thc tenth month. in the tenth month. on the first day of the month, 
\+ere the top\ of the mountatns seen" (Gcn. 8 :  5 ) .  He had seen the 
Word a\ hllnd. Sp~rit, and Soul until i t  brought him to some sense 
ot' the C h ~ ~ s t .  

Th~c  1, now the Jahueh record: "And ~t came to pass at the end 
of forty d,i!\, that Voah opened the w~ndow of the ark which he 
had made- ,tnd hc sent forth it raven, which uent forth to and fro. 
unt~l the \+Liters u c r e  dried up from oft' the earth" (Gen. 8: 6, 7). 
N'ebstcr \,!!\ of tlie raven that it i \  "o~nn~\orous and somewhat 
predaceou\. ,tnd \ \a\  formerly an object of veneration and super- 
stition." 7'hc r,l\en i \  a type of superstition and religious belief 
~ h i c h  trie\ to break up the foods of rnortal mind. Sometimes when 
the flood, \ccm pretty great.-when mortal mind, in the shape of 
\in. ~ I ~ L ' L ~ C .  cicpres\ron. fi~tlurc, hate. jealou\y. envy, comes pouring 
in.-4ou arid i trl to meet it by sending out a human thought based 
on \upcYbtrtlon llnti blrnd religious bellef. The world does that; it 
hope\ t t ~ i t  tht. tlmd u e  ha\ e to-day of misunderstanding, envy, 
Scar. and ko on. ntll be solbed by a ra\en,-by superstition and 
hl~nd human belrcf. But what doe\ the racen do? It goes "to and 
fro." You  rcmcmbcr that in Job when God asked Satan, "Whence 
comest thou '" he w d ,  "From going to and fro in the earth, and 
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I n  ccrtain di4tl.icth i t  \\a3 haid ol'Jcsu5 that "lic did not I I I ; I I I ~  liiighty 
uork\ there hccausc 01' their unbelief" (Matt. 13: 5 8 ) .  And so. in 
solving a iiutnan problem for yourself or anybody else, or in  trying 
to help the i\~.rlJ. i f  ~ O L I  find that you Ixi~cn't enough understanding 
to sol\.e it. tlwri wen i f '  you are anxious to so1k.e i t ,  "let your perice 
return to  yo^^." G i ~ e  your thou_~ht to the condition, but if there is 
no place for the dow-"A symbol ot' divine Science" (S. & H. 
584: 2 6 b t o  settle. then let it corne back to you and put out your 
hand--your imse ot' pouer and reality--and take it in again. Mrs. 
Eddy s3j.s that "all true thouglits revolve in God's orbits: they come 
from God anti return to Him" (iLlis. 22:  16-11.;). Take the musician: 
his scnse of nia~ic  2oes out, but it comes back to enrich him. Thought 
\ ~ h i c I ~  i i  rctlccted comes back to enrich us. The only thought that 
is lost is the tl~c,ught that is absorbed. And SO if you find that you 
haven't enoi~gh understanding to deal t i  ith a situation, be \i.ise and 
"let your ~c;ic.c' return to you." 

"And hc 4t;iked ~ e t  other seven day>; and spin he sent forth 
the do\e  O L I I  oi' ttic :irk" (Gen. 8 :  10)--lie baited until he had a 
hisher senx 1.1' hi.; tools. the days of creation, the periods of reality. 
And so \it. I!,r\e to \\ ; t i t  until our sense of God.--of Mind. Spirit. 
Soul. I'rir.ciple. Life, Truth. and Love, --is enriched, and then \tPe 
try again. 

"And tile cioic c;inie in to hini in the evening; and, lo, in her 
mouth \tits ari oli\.e leaf pluckt off: so Noah knew that the waters 
Liere abated t'rorn off the earth" (Gen. 8 :  11). The olive tree only 
grou s :it \ c ry  lo\\ le\~eli, 50 they knew that the floods were abated. 
N o u ,  \\lien !ou u ant to s o l b ~  a problem and you send forth a do~.e ,  
but you  h;i\t.ri't encwgh understanding t o  solve it and you "let your 
pe;icc return to  y<)u." and then you try to get more understanding, 
and jou send t.orth the dove again, sonietirnes all you get is a pro- 
nlisc, hut it i \  ;I promise. To illustrate: a Se~i daps ago I was helping 
soriieonc ho \\:IS t.er\. i l l .  and her people had insisted on her seeing 
;I doctor. i h c  told thc doctor that she \\.-as a Christian Scientist and 
didn't \ia!it ;ink medicine. but that her people \!.anted her to see 
hini. She we~ned \.cry i l l .  but yesterday the doctor came and he took 
one look i t t  tier and said, "You don't need me any niore. You're a .. - new \ioman, That \\;is an oli\e leal:---a promise. Ei.en the doctor's 
t hougllt v,ai cliangcci about the situation. M'c Iiadn't made our 
dernonstratic~n pert'txtly, but we had a pr-oniisc of it. 

"And he stajcd !et other seven days: and sent forth the dove: 
nhich returned not again unto him any niore" (Gen. 8: 12). That 
means th i i t  'xoiih cultured his understanding of the one infinite, 
through thc ijnibols of Mind. Spirit. Soul. Principle, Life, Truth, 
;~lici Laic :lnJ t h r -o~~g l~  tlic s~~riibols 01' the U'ord. the Christ, Chris- 
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tianity, and Science. He cultured his thought still further, and then 
again sent forth the dove, which "returned not," because the waters 
had abated. The demonstration was complete. Mrs. Eddy says, 
"Wait patiently for divine Love to move upon the waters of mortal 
mind, and form the perfect concept" (S. Sr. l f .  454: 22-23). 

The dove was sent out three times-a symbol of the three degrees 
of the physical, the moral, and the spiritual (see S. & H. 115: 19-5). 
In the translation from the human to the divine, you first get analysis 
(where you see that the physical is just the physical), then you get 
uncovering, which gives you the moral state of thought, and then 
you see the annihilation of the physical when it is replaced by the 
spiritual. 

Removing the Covering of the Ark 

Now we get the Priestly document: "And it came to pass in the 
six hundredth and first year, in the first month, the first day of the 
month, the waters were dried up from off the earth: and Noah 
removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and, behold, the face 
of the ground was dry" (Gen. 8 :  13). Isaiah says, "And he will 
destroy in this mountain the face of the covering cast over all people, 
and the vail that is spread over all nations" (Tsa. 25: 7), and Matthew 
says, "And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from 
the top to the bottom" (Matt. 27: 51). When you have made your 
demonstration, when you have been able to analyze, uncover, and 
annihilate the problem, and you have seen the tops of the mountains, 
-the Christ to the situation,-and the waters have abated, and you 
have found out that the dry land is there, then your ark needs no 
covering from the floods of mortal thought. 

Remember that we are considering the illustration of Spirit as 
Soul-"And God called the firmament Heaven" (Gen. 1 : 8)-which 
we epitomized as order and development. Tn the false record at this 
point there was the naming of the four rivers, symbolizing the 
development of the divine intinite calc~~lus in human experience. 

"And Noah removed the covering of the ark" (Gen. 8:  13)- 
you have to come to the point in every demonstration where you 
see that the claim of mortality, whatever it was, never was true. 
Nobody is ever fully healed in Christian Science until he sees that 
he was never sick, that from everlasting to everlasting there was 
nothing but God and God's idea. Jesus said, "Notwithstanding in 
this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather 
rejoice, because your names are written in heaven" (Luke 10: 20). 
The musician doesn't rejoice that he overcomes a discord: he 
re-joice~ in harmony. As reality becomes definite to us, let's rejoice 
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(:oing Forth from thc Ark 

".4nd in t h ~  ;ccc?nd nionth. on the sei.en ririd tumtieth day of 
the nio~ith. \.\;I. the ei~rth dried. And God  spakt: unto Xoah. sayin_e, 
G o  thrth (>I' tlic ;i~.k. r h 1 .  ;ind thj, \tit>, and thy sons, and thy 
sons' t\.iccs w r h  thw" ((;en. S :  I4 Ih). I\ hen you ha1.e had a 
problem and ~ > L I  i~:t\,c \\orbed i t  o:lt through an understanding of 
Spirit as Mind, Spirit :i\ Spirit. and Spirit as Soul, let that experi- 
ence s o  o:rt , ) I '  your th(~ught. and Ict >,our- ideal. that to \vhich you 
are ~.zddctf .  t-c i ~ p ~ ~ r r i i o s t  in your thought. 

"Hrins I*or-th i i i t h  thee c\,cry lii.irig thiny that is with thee. of all 
flesh, both o!' t'cnvl. atid 01' cattle, and ot' every creeping thing that 
creepeth 1lpt)ii the enrih: th:lt they may lmed abundantly in the 
earth. and be fruitful. and muitiply up,,n tlic' earth" (Gen. 8 :  17). 
Rcrnem her that these ~\,ritttrs of' :he I'rit.41 ly document had used the 
t'o\\ 1. t t?c catrle. tlie creeping thins. and 50 on, as nw;i\L!rcs ot' thought 
in the first cllnpter of Genesis. 

";2nd Noah ~ t ' n t  t'orth, and his sons. and his \\ife, and his sons' 
~vives i \ i t t ~  Iiim" (Len .  8:  18)-he didn't do as (;od told him. Some- 
times you haie a problem and you o\,ercome tlic error. b u t  when 
you conie out 01' tii:it zuperierice, your ideal i5n't uppermost in your 
thought. becai~se y o u  are thinkins more about the denionstration 
you ha\.e midc dt' obercorning that error. Hut there shouldn't be 
even "the srncll oi' tire" on you ,  i t '  it is a real denionstration- 
rctii~rnt7c.t- t l lc  ~lirrx H t ' b r e ~ ~  you 11y rncn ( scc [);I ti.. -3 I .  .Atid SO ~vlien 
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wc come through an experience, there should be no fear, no jealousy, 
no envy, no sense of disease left. When Truth heals, it heals perfectly. 
Then you take your covering off the ark, because you see that you 
no longer need the covering; you find that you 110 longer need that 
phase of understanding, and that something higher has taken its 
place. Truth says to you, "Come out of the ark, but see that you 
wed yourself to your ideal, which is Science and Truth; bring out 
also your sons (your ideas) and your sons7 wives (the ideals to which 
your ideas are wedded), b ~ l t  bring them out subjectively from the 
point of Science and Truth." We are very loath to do that. We like 
the ruts of the ark. It's warm and we get used to it! But you must 
eventually come out, and bring with you ~ O L I S  "wif'e" and your 
"sons" and your "sons' wives," and do i t  in that order. See how 
definlte and specific this story is. There is nothing vague about it. 

"And Noah went forth, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' 
wives with him: every beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl, 
and whatsoever creeyeth upon the earth, after their kinds, went 
forth out of the ark" (Gen. 8 :  18, 19). Noah was told to come out 
of the ark with "cattle7' (see Gen. 3 :  17); but he came out with the 
"beast,"-a debased sense. 

"And Noah builded an altar unto the Lord; and took of every 
clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings 
on the altar" (Gen. 8 :  90). Those "burnt offerings" symbolize the 
sacrificing of a false sense. Noah at that point was willing to sacrifice 
his false sense. When you come out of an experience and Truth 
calfs u p o n  you to g o  fo~ward,  don't be afraid to sacrifice that which 
holds YOLI back. You will find that you don't sacrifice anything 
that is uorth having. I have been a Christian Scientist for forty-six 
years and I have never had to give up anything except a whole lot 
of r-ottennes-fear, hate, jealousy, envy, greed, drunkenness, and 
so on. Christian Science doesn't ask you to give up anything good, 
and, moreover, it gives you the "pearl of great price." When you 
know that 5 i 5 10, you don't feel that you aregivin~ up 5 + 5 = 11 
-it just falls away! 

"And the Lord smelled a sweet 5avotrr"-this is the Jahweh 
document, a decument which was frankly anthropomorphic. "And 
the Lord smelled a sweet saLour; and the Lord said in his heart, 
1 will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for 
the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; neither will 
I again smite any more every thing living, as T have done" (Gen. 
8 :  21). It means that Noah saw that the flood had been nothing 
to do with God. When you overcame sonietllir~g, you see that the 
evil had nothing to do with God. 

The Jahu.el? record continues : "While the earth remaineth, seed- 



The Covenant 

Now we collie back to the Priestly docurnsnt again: "And God 
blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto tliem, Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth. And the fear of you and the 
dread of you sllall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every 
fmvl of  the alr. upon all that nioireth upon the earth, and upon all 
the tislics ot' the sea; into your hand are they delivered" (Gen. 9:  
1 ,  2). Noah \+;is bqrnning to ha1.e a sense 01' the sixth day, when 
God l a w  man dominion over all the earth. "Every moving thing 
that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb halve I 
given you :ill things" (Gen. 9: 3). You know what the green herb 
symbolizes-the Word. That was as  far as Noah had got. 

The record p e s  on: "And God spnke unto Noah, and to his 
sons with !iirn, saying, And I ,  behold, I e\tablish my co\,enant \+.ith 
you, and \i . i t  ti your seed itfter you" (Gen. 9 :  S, 9). The covenant 
with Noah ~ : i c  betokened by the rainbow ~bith its seven main 
colours. a symbol of the sevenfold aspect 01' God, as given in the 

an7 seven days ot' creation. The token of the co~~cnant  with Abr* h 
was circumci~ic~n. a symbol of giving up the ttesh and the identitica- 
tion of spiritual sense. The covenant with Moses \\as the keeping of 
the sabbath. These cokmants run throughout the Scriptures, and 
a study of tlicrn is most interesting. 

"And 1 \ + i l l  establish rny covenant ~ i t h  you; neither shall all 
flesh be cut 011' any more by the \+.aters of a flood; neither shall 
there any mtJrc. be a flood to destroy the earth" (Gen. 9:  1 1 ) .  That 
is the sense \\s*i,e got to have after ebc'ry problem that ~ , e ' v e  had 
to work out. irhether i t  be fear. disease, sin. or failure. \+'e'~.c got 
to have the wnse \vhen ~5.e h a ~ ~ e  \+orkeJ it out, that it is no inore, 
that it is f'rni~lied. and you can't get that sense unless you see that 
from everlasting to e\erlastins that problem \ids never real. If you 
believe that ~t was real and that you liad to \vork it out, i t  will 
remain with you. From everlasting to e~wlasting there is only one 
Being-all the being there is-"as it \\a, in the beginning. is now, 
and ever shall be." 

The Bow in the Cloud 

"And God ,aid. This is the token of the covenant ~vhich I make 
betbeen me and you 'nd every living creature that is with you, 
for perpetual gmcratlons: I do set my bo\c i n  the cloud, and it 
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shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth. And 
it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the 
bow shall be seen in the cloud: and I will remember my covenant, 
which is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh: 
and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh" 
(Gen. 9: 12-15). The token of the covenant with Noah was the 
rainbow with its seven main colours, symbolizing the seven days of 
creation. Whenever there is a cloud of darkness, fear, hate, jealousy, 
or envy, the bow will be seen in spite of the cloud. Mrs. Eddy says, 
"The very circumstance, which your suffering sense deems wrathful 
and afflictive, Love can make an angel entertained unawares" (S. & 
H. 574: 27-30). The bow is always to be seen in the cloud. It was 
said of Abraham Lincoln that he could "ken the morn through the 
darkest nigh:." Some people only look at the cloud: others see the 
bow. But even if you see the bow, you must understand it and use 
it. There always is a bow in the cloud; it doesn't make any difference 
what the cloud is. 

Look at the world of to-day-it is full of clouds. But there is 
a bow in the cloud, and the bow is this: the fact that civilization 
has never ceased to develop. There may be temporary lulls, but 
civilization has always gone on, and it will always go on, because 
from everlasting to everlasting the infinite Principle is translating 
its one ideal or Christ. Principle's ideal is Life, Truth, and Love. 
Principle says, "I am Life, Truth, and Love; I am Father, Son, 
and Mother," and it is f~rever  translating that ideal through Soul, 
diversifying, classifying, and individualizing it as Spirit, and mani- 
festing it as Mind. That translation is always going on, and it is 
irresistible. There will always be those who perceive it. Civilization 
has always developed, and it is developing more quickly to-day than 
ever before, but we don't know enough about the bow to take care 
of the clouds. So many see the cloud and are terrified of it: so few 
see the bow. And even if they see the bow, they don't know how to 
use it, because they don't know their "root-notions," the days of 
creation and the Word, the Christ, Christianity, and Science. 

"And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, 
that T may remember the everlasting covenant between God and 
every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth. And God 
said unto Noah, This is the token of the covenant which I have 
established between me and all flesh that is upon the earth" (Gen. 
9: 16, 17). From everlasting to everlasting the only thing that is 
true about anything is what God knows about it. Nothing elsc 
about it is true, and what God knows is idea. The infinite Mind 
creates infinite ideas, and from everlasting to everlasting that divine 
manifestation is going on. 
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Thc Thrcc Dc, orccs 

Nois co~iic to thc Jith~ich record ; 1 p t 1 1 1  "And the sons of 
Noah, t h ~ t  \tent t'orth of the ark, uere Shem. and Ham, and Japheth : 
and Ham 1s thc f,ither of C;inrian" (Gen. 9:  18). The sequence of 
analysis, uncoiering. and annih~lation \\a5 rcprcsented by Ham. 
Shem. and J:~pht.th. But the order in v hich they uere cupposed 
to have bccn horn \:as Shem, Hr:ni. and Japhcth. for in the second 
t h o ~ ~ w n d  !CJI h e  accent ksiis on i~nco\ t.r~ng.--t he second desree. 
H:im w:~ .  ;i t! r c  0 1 ' t i l ~  "physical." Slicrn ol' t l ic "nior;il," and Japheth 
o f  the  ".;p~r~t~!:ll" (we  S. & H .  I 15: 19 7) .  lo ; ih  had some sense of 
,~n;ilysi\. uncoLerlng. and annihilation- the translation of mortal 
mirid-but lie hLid littic scri\e of the tran,latiorl c)f  immortal Mind 
(sx S. Sr H. I I i :  12-18). His flood itas real to him. But the floods 
mustn't bc real to us. What u e  want is n 5enw of Science. and 
Science knov no th~ns  about 2 2 5 or 7. Science hnou s that 
2 2 4  

" T h t x  ‘ire tlic three sons of Noah: rind of them \\a$ the uhole 
earth ox:-4pread" (Gen. 9:  19) -thought had reached the point 
it here it k n w  \onicth Ing about analysis, uncovering. and annihilation. 

".4nd 5 t - ~ h  began to bc an husbandman, and he planted a 
\ineyard: and he drr~nh of the \tine, and \\as drunken: and he ~ a c  
uncovered u i t h ~ n  h ~ s  tent" (Gen. 9 :  20, 21). tit. went back to tilltn_g 
the ~ 1 , - -  to \sorh~ng out of tlie physical through sweat and toil. 
So Noah " u ~ b  uncoiw-ed uithin his tent"- in hic thinking. He had 
got only a> fLir as the moral. 

"And Ham. the father of Canaan, sa\v the nctkedness of his father, 
and told i l l \  tuo brethren \v~thout" (Gen. 9 :  221. The physical is 
always concclous ct' the phy~ical; it a luajs  sees the nakedness of 
mortal man.  T h a t  \\;is seen in the story of' .4dam and Eve as well. 

".4nd Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid it upon both 
their shoulden. and uent backiiard, and co~ered  the nakedness of 
their father; and thur  Lice5 uerc b n c h ~ ~ ~ l r d .  .~nd they sau not their 
1';ither'b nahcdriecs" (Gen. 9: 2.7). The rncml. represented by Shem. 
makes les5 of tlie material, and of coilrw the spiritual, represented 
by Japheth. niaLe\ nothil ;~ o f  ~ t .  

"And Noah ii\tohe t'rorn hi\ uine. xnd hneb \chat his younser 
son had donc unto him" (<;en. 9:  24). Wr4. Eddy's definition, in 
part, of "M ~nc"  is "Frror; forn~cation: temptation: passion" (S. & 
H .  598: 17- 1 S ) .  Eventually Lie all awake to gay. "Animal magnet- 
ism has done something to me:" we see that ~t has made us sick. 
or made us liate, or made us fear. It is a p o d  thing to wake up 
and see that ek~l  has caught US napping. and when we see that ~t 
i ,  j u \ t  an~rnal n~agnt.ti\m. then we can deal \ ~ ~ t h  the error. 
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*'And fic said, Cursed be Canaan; a senant of' sei-cant, shall he 
be unto his brethren. And ire said, Blessed be tiic Lord God of 
Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant. God shall enlarge Japheth, 
and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and Canaan shall be his 
servant" (Gen. 9:  25-27). Japheth, the symbol of the third degree, 
will "dwell In the tents of Si:cn:,"-icill possess morality on a 
higher basis,-and tile physical, represented by Canaan, will be 
his servant. 

The Priestly record p ~ e s  on: "And Noah lived after the flood 
three hundred and fifiy years" (Gen. 9:  38)-you remember that 
3; is used throughout thc Scriptures as a symbol of thought which 
says, "Let there be ligl~t, let there be tle\clopment, let there be 
definiteness," and then gains some small sense of Principle, but 
does!i't go on to see that Principle has to be denionstrated as Life, 
Truth, and Love. Noah had only a s~nall sense of Principle, and 
that is what so many religionists haw. They understand something 
of how to analyze error, something of h o ~  to uncover error, and 
even something of how io get rid of it, but thc physical still remains 
real to them. 

Babel - Building witbut Science 

'The next chapter gikes the ge~erstion; of Japheth, Ham, and Slicm. 
Then we come to the stcry of the tcsv,w of Babel, which is a very 
interesting symbol. Mrs. Eddy ci~ec, it in a iiutshell when <,he says, 
"I once thought tha t  i n  unity wxs h u n ~ a n  stlength; but have grown 
to know t h a t  human strength is wcal,ness,-that unity is divine 
might, g i ~  iilg to hunian potz er-, peL:ce" (kiis. 132 : 17-19). The 
story of the tower of Babel is ali illustration of the fact that tlierc 
is no unity, no sarety, no abiding-place, no substance, in anything 
but the divine. You can build up in your thinking a sense of unity 
and protection, but ~~nless  it ir based on Principle and is not a 
merely human sense, you csn't drinonstrate it. Mrs. Eddy says, 
"This year, standing on the \ e r g  of the twentieth century, has 
sounded the tocsin of it higher hope, of strengthened hands, of 
 inv veiled hc~rib, of' fi~urfold ~ ~ n i t y  betvcen the churches of our 
denomination in this and in other lands" (My.  199: 18-1). "Four- 
fold unity" conies tiiro~igl: a seii\e o!" the Word, the Christ, Christ- 
ianity, and Science. In  music, i l l  1113th~1i!atic~, or in any subject, 
you can be slipshod or even senti~:iental about it, but unless your 
thinking i s  b:~sed on tllc scicr~cc of i t ,  you Just do11't make any 
l m d ~ a y .  T t ~ e  storj of' h b c l  is a ~\ont?erf'i11 symbol of how you 
can go just so far and no further w i t l i o ~ ~ ~  a sense of Science. 

Sometimes jou and I \\restle with a problem, and we analyze it 
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and cken uncoLc.1. the unreality ot' it, and \\c. bee enough 01' -1 ruth 
for the problt.111 ti, disappear- physically, but \\e don't a l ~ t a y s  go 
on  to  see the eterndl reality ot ' l 'ruth, and so we don't see the Science 
of it. So many Chr~stirin Scientists say, "I haire had a wonderful 
demonstration," but the Science of it hasn't appeared to them. We 
must reach the point of Science, ~t here ~ t :  scc tliat 1'rom everlasting 
to  everlasting hein2 is always Iiarmonious. and has n a e r  been 
anything else. 

Extract from The Clarcndon Biblc 

I %ant  to 1-t;ld you ~ l i a t  The  C'larcndon Bible says about the 
story of  Babt.1:- 

We have co~ne  to the last of the origin-stories uhich the editors of 
the Old Testament have collected together in  the first eleven chapters 
of Genesis . . . Thc in~n~ense increase in our kric.r\\ledgc about the early 
history of the hcar Ea5t resulting from a ccntury of excavation and 
decipherment of texts has shouln how vague and shadowy are these 
traditions, resting in the main upon dim and remote folk-memory. It 
would bc unreasonable to expect from them a n  accurate and reliable 
picture of tiit. early settlements and moimlcnts of people in the fifth 
and fourth millennia before Christ . . . The story rather reflects the 
point of view of nomads entering the fcrtilc plains of the Delta, beholding 
with wondcr and dread the soaring tolvers of Babylonian cities, and 
despising the multitudes speaking all the various tongues of the ancient 
Xear East . . . 

The religious use \\hich the Jahvist makes of the ancicnt story is 
in keeping uith his \ic\v of the nature of man and the divine activity 
~shich n c  h ~ ~ s  alrca* sccn e.umplitied in his usc of the ancient stories 
of the Crc~ition and the Deluge. He recognizes that even after the 
catastrophe of the Deluge hun~an nature remains unchanged, "the 
imaginatiol-i of man's heart is evil from his >outh," and in this story 
he shows nun still striving after that unattainable equality with the 
dikine which had caused the primal fall. He s h m s  Jahveh, still supreme 
in power and knowledge, confounding man's puny efforts to scale 
heaven, and proceeds to enter upon the story of Jahwh's grace respond- 
ing to a s~nglc man's obedicncc and faith. Thus, in these opening 
chapters of the book \vhich the Priestly editors placed at  the beginning 
of their sacrcd writings, \\.e have the fundamental principles uhich the 
Hebrew prophets had arrived at as the re.;ult of their religious experience 
and their inrcrprctation of human history in thc light of that cxpcricncc. 
In the same spirit the Hebrew historians deal with the sagas of the 
ancestors of I?;rael, using the ancicnt material n.hich they have there 
collected to illustrate the developnlcnt of divine grace exercising its own 
sovereignty o f  choice and working towards the fulfilment of an eternal 
purpose by means of what St. Paul describes as "vessels of mercy" 
(Rorn. 9 :  2.: 1. 



lmrning to Use Your 'I'ools 

The story of Noah and the ark is a symbol of every experience 
that comes to you. In Science you have to work out every problem 
through the spiritual fact of which it is a counterfeit. In mathe- 
matics you can correct the mistake 4 x 4 = -  17 only by the fact of 
4 x 4 = 16. So in Science you've got to know your tones and your 
values, and that is why you have to learn what these days of creation 
meail-Mind operating as Mind, as Spirit, as Soul; Spirit operating 
as Mind, as Spirit, as Soul; and so on. The story of Noah and the 
ark illustrates "And God said, Let there be a firmament . . . And 
God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under 
the firinament from the nate1-s which were above the firmament . . . 
And God called the firmament Heaven" (Gen. 1 : 6 4 ,  and that 
story is useful to LIS in every detail of our experience. 

When you begin mathematics, you learn the numbers, and then 
you learn to combirle them in addition, subtraction, multiplication, 
and division; eventually you learn compound fractions, trigono- 
metry, and so on. In the same way, you begin in Science by learning 
the numerals of infinity, and then you see how they reflect each 
other and how to combine them through the Word, the Christ, 
Christianity, and Science. The great Biblical thinkers, those spiritual 
seers, were showing mankind the tools and how to use those tools. 
They were showing men the fundamentals, because if you can show 
people the fundamentals, the fi~ller sense will dawn by itself, and 
doesn't have to be pushed, because it is of God. "Behold, I stand 
at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the 
door, 1 will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with 
me" (Rev. 3: 20). Whenever you open the door to revelation, and 
say, "Let there be light," there ~vill be light. We are all beginners, 
and we need to know our tools and how to use them. 

INTERVAL 

Material Knowledge 

Let's go on with the story of Babel. "Babel" means confusion. 
Trying to uork out anything on the basis of duality-with both 
the mortal and the divine-leads to confi~sion. It just doesn't work. 

"And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. 
And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found 
a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. And they said 
one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them throughly. 
And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter. And 



thcy said. ( 1 1 ,  to, let us build irs it city iind a tcwcr, \ i l~osc top may 
reach ~11110 IIC;~LL'II: ; I I I ~  I C L  115 nuhe a II ; I I> IL* .  l i 'h t  i \e be scattered 
abroad upon tlic titcc of the \iliolt. carth" (Clsn. 1 1  : 1-4). "Let us 
make us a 11anie"- - false identity. Isn't that \\hat \\.e are all trying 
to do  it11 the time'.' Instead of seeins and l o ~ i n g  and understanding 
and de\.elopin: tllro~~:!~ spiriti~al sense the identity which God has 
gi\cn [I*; ;i:id \!liicl~ i h  \+ondcrful bej.orid u.ords, \ie say, "Let us 
make us a nL~nic," and i \e build up false identity. "Let its build us 
a city and tcn\cr"--"city" symbolizes a st;lte of thought, and 
"toiicr-" iyinholizcs the attempt to cx;ilt tliat state of thought. 

"And : i ~ c  1.or-ti canlc dorm t o  set' the ci ty  a n d  the  tuwcr, which 
the childrcti ol' men huildcd. ,And the I ord .;:tic!, Behold, the people 
ib  ow."- - h t ~ r  .'one" only in nintcrialit>, '-;ir;d thcy have all one 
language; 2nd thib thtq begin to d o :  anti I;O\.L nothing bill he 
rcstraincd t'i.0111 tl~zni, uliicli they ha\rt. in1agi1ic.d to do. Go to, let us 
PO don n. :!r!ci tllerc c o ~ i l ; ~ ~ ~ i i d  their l;trigu;tgc, that they may not 
understand (\r?c anotllcr's speech. So the Lord scattered then1 abroad 
fro111 theiicc upoil the 1 . x ~  01' it11 the earth: and they left ott' to build 
the citjr. Tlicrcl*t~re is the name of it c:tllcd 13;tbsl; becairse the Lord 
did there ctb~it.o~ind tlic language o f  all the earth: and from thence 
did the I.nrd scitttcr them abroad upon thc t'rice of all the earth" 
(Gen. I I : ? '1). Tlicy \vcrc talking on a ni,lterial plane, and the 
result \ti14 c~l~~ll'il\ion. This story is simply ;i symbol to show you 
tliat i t '  O L I  ,tttcmpt t o  build on a hu~lian ha4i.;. you \\on't succeed. 
So hlrs. 1.(?(1! rite.;. " I  oiicc tliouglit that in unity \ \as human 
s t ren~t l i :  hut I I J L  c ::I.O\\ n to L n w  tliat Iiir~n~tn s t r t~g t l i  is \\eakncss, 
--that unity I \  c i i ~ i ~ i c '  ~iiight, gi\ing to li~1111;til pmt ' r ,  pcace." Sirs. 
Eddy's dctiriition ot' "Hahcl" is "St.ll'-destro~~ing error; a hinsdom 
diiided a;; l :r l . ; t  itwit'. \\ hicl~ cannot stand; nuterial kno\sledge. The 
higher fL:l.;i I ~ ~ i o \ \ l d g c  builds on tlic basib 0 1 '  e~.idcnce obtained 
from ilic ti?c ~orp~rc;11 S C I ~ S C S .  t1:c more ~ o ~ i l ' i r ~ i ~ r i  C ~ I S L I C S ,  rind the 
more c e r t i i ; ~  ~b the do \ \  nf'ill oi' iis structure" (S. R: t1. 5 S  1 : 17--22). 
You couldn't li:i\c a clcirer description ot' physical science than 
t1i:tt. I'hjsic;il \cicrlcc is t'alsc knoulcdye built up on false premises 
until i t  kas ari!i>owi w ~ ~ ~ l l c d  poncrs of' \\Iiich it know.s nothing. 
To-day all tlic ph! \ici~i scienti\t\ arc' co~ning I O  file conclusion that 
their tl~eorit..; about the riiaterial ~rni\.er\c arc hopelessly unreliable, 
because tllc theories t l l ~ n i s c ! ~  c.5 ;ire 1'0rniul;itcd on the unreliable 
c\,idence of't!ic ph>sic;~I scnscs. %l;~ttt'r I> 11i;idc' up of sense-testimony. 
and mritc.ri;~l ~lieories are t'ormulated on the basis of those same 
ph>sic:tl seri4cs. AS I told you, Sir Arthur 1-ddington has said that 
the COIIC! i~\ic~tis 01' p11~ bic;tI S C ~ C I I C ~  ;II-C Iiollc~w elioucl~ to hold 
almost a n  r l i i r ? ~ ,  and d i ~  Noiiy says that tlic operations of niatter 
are based Oi. "pert'ect disorder." 
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Mrs. Eddy says, "God is Spirit; therefore the language of Spirit 
must be, and is, spiritual . . . God's essential language is spoken 
of in the last chapter oi' Mark's Gospel as the new tongue, the 
spiritual meaning of which is attained through 'signs following' " 
(S. & H. 117: 6-7, 10-13). The new tongue is what we are considering 
-the days of creation and the Word, the Christ, Christianity, and 
Science-and it  is demonstrated with "signs following." 

The New Birth 

Before we go on to the story of Abraham, let's see what the 
second thousand-year period illustrates. Jt symbolizes the birth of 
the divine order of Spirit in the individual thought, culminating 
in the perfect separation of the real from the unreal through the 
ordered process of analysis, uncovering, and annihilation. Mrs. Eddy 
says, "The new birth is not the work of a moment. I t  begins with 
moments, and goes on with years; moments of surrender to God, 
of childlike trust and joyful adoption of good; moments of self- 
abnegation, self-consecration, heaven-born hope, and spiritual love. 
Time may commence, but it cannot complete, the new birth: eternity 
does this; for progress is the law of infinity. Only through the sore 
travail of mortal mind shall soul as sense be satisfied, and man 
awake in His likeness. What a faitldighted thought is this! that 
mortals can lay off the 'old man,' until man is found to be the 
image of the infinite good that we name God, and the fulness of 
the stature of man in Christ appears" (Mis. 15: 13-25). That is 
true, it is practicable, it is wonderful, and it is accurate and scientific. 
The other week 1 told you how you could day by day build up in 
your thought the truth about Love, Truth, Life, Principle, Soul, 
Spirit, and Mind, and how you could handle the claims of the 
carnal mind. As you do that, the new birth takes place and the 
"old man" is laid off. You are using your bow,-the seven days 
of creation,-and as you use it day by day you are laying off the 
old Adam in you. You are using your ark,-your understanding, 
-and you are continually waiting "yet other seven days,"-that is, 
you are going on culturing your thought. 

Safety in Identification 

We saw that in the sequence Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, 
Truth, and Love, you start at Mind, which says, "Let there be 
light," and then Spirit says, "Let there be development," and at 
that point you have a certain amount of spiritual progress, but 
111ought isn't yet identified with its Principle. You will remember 
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that the Herod state of thought \{as able to \lay the children "from 
two years c3ld and under" (Matt. 2: 16); thought that is reaching 
out for the Christ can be destroyed. But the minute thought touches 
the Christ, and Soul identifies thought iiith Principle. i t  is safe, 
and begins to dcrnonstr:ite ii~~ell' as I .ilk. Trut ti. ;\nd 1-01 e. I tiat i\ 
the sequence of the M'ord, but you'ce got to go further and begin 
to see the sequence of the Christ, begin to see that God is Principle, 
that His ideal is Life, Truth, and Loce, rind that He is forever 
translating that ideal through Soul, diversifying. classifying, and 
individurllizirig i t  :is Spirit, and nianiSestin~ i t  as Mind. When 
translation t:ll\es place at the point of Soul in the Christ sequenc, 
you are safe. But ii hen you come to the Christianity order you get 
an even grer~ter sense of safety, bec:tuse the rninute you touch 
Christianity. Principle says, "1 am hlind and a11 ideas are My 
ideas," and before those ideas are born or reflected as Spirit, 
Christianity shows you that Soul has already identified them with 
divine Principle from everlasting to everlasting. Christianity shows 
you how to use the ideas of God, and tlie minute you see that you 
can use ;in idea of God, because you are identified with it. then 
you are safe. You can give birth to an idea ~khen it is identified ~ i t h  
Principle through Soul, and nothing on earth can touch it then. 
So  hen you come to the Christianity order, you begin to see that 
because God is Principle, the One and the only, and because God 
is Mind, a11 ~ d e a s  are ideas of Principle. You hesin to say to yourself, 
"It is by the yace  of God that I am a n  idea ot' Principle, and so 
from e\erl;ibting to c\wlasting 1 am God's idea." You identify 
yourself if it11 Principle, and you then can give birth to the spiritual 
idea and nothin? in the world can touch i t .  

Presentation and Illustration 

in the tint chapter of Genesis the prophets present the whole 
metaphysical plan through the seven days of creation, and then 
they begin to s h o ~  the values of those days through the thousand- 
year periods. N ' e  saw the \ d u e  of the first day through Mind as 
Mind, Mind as Spirit, and Mind as Soul, and \ie have just been 
seeing the \ d u e  of the second day through Spirit as hlind, Spirit 
as Spirit, and Spirit as Soul. Someone has asked me, "Didn't Noah 
do the whole job'?" Of course he didn't do the whole job. The 
figure 2 doesn't do tlie whole job: it takes a11 the figures operating 
in the system of mathematics to do the whole job! Koah is a symbol 
illustrating a specific aspect of the divine system. 

I t  is interesting that the opening of the seben seals in Revelation 
symbolizes the secen thousand-year per~ods. When the first seal was 
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opened, John saw "a white l~orse:  and he that sat on him had a 
bow;"-the seven days of creation;-"and a crown was given unto 
him: and he went forth conquering, and to  conquer" (Rev. 6: 2) 
-to conquer the false sense of God  and the false sense of man. 
"And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second 
beast say, Come and see. And there went out another horse that 
was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to  take peace 
from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there 
was given unto him a great sword" (Rev. 6: 3, 4). "To take peace 
from the earthv-that is a symbol of the flood. "There was given 
unto him a great swordv-the two-edged sword of Spirit, which 
separates between Spirit and matter. 

"The Sagas of the Patriarchss' 

After the story of Babel, the ancestry of Abraham is described, 
but it is quite inaccurate as a genealogy. Before we go on t o  this 
story of Abraham, I want you to hear what the scholars feel about 
it to-day. Here is an  extract from The Clarendon Bible:- 

Before we begin to deal with the sagas of Genesis, their grouping, 
the stages of their transmission, and the problems which they raise, 
something must be said about the meaning of the word "saga" and 
the historical value of the saga-material in Genesis . . . 

The saga has no connexion with ritual, and need not have any 
particular religious significance, although sagas may be used, as they 
are throughout Genesis, to convey religious lessons. The saga is primarily 
a story, transmitted orally from generation to generation, which pre- 
serves memories of the wanderings and adventures of clans or tribes, 
or of the exploits of heroes belonging to such groups . . . Hence, when 
we call the material in that part of Genesis which we are about to 
discuss "saga," we mean that it is a body of early racial and tribal 
tradition relating to the ancestors of the Hebrew people, and to the 
earliest stage of settlement in Canaan, preserved orally or in writing, 
and collected and worked over by later writers with a definite religious 
purpose. 

The other point to be discussed in connexion with the sagas of 
Genesis is the question of their historical value. It may be said first 
that a great deal of ancient literature which is not history in the modern 
sense is nevertheless of great historical value . . . It is clear that, with 
the exception of Genesis 14, which we shall deal with later on, the 
stories in Genesis 12-50 cannot be so described; they are concerned 
wholly with domestic incidents, conversations, and intimate affairs 
which can hardly have been accurately reported and transmitted through 
a period of many centuries. It is for instance difficult to imagine that 
Abraham's instructions to Sarah concerning the meal to set before 
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his guests in c. 13 could have h e n  so reported and transmitted, or 
thc nocturnal \\.re,tling of Jacob u ith his nl! stcricrus visitant i n  c. 32. 
Such things do not bclong to history but to saga, and it is impossible 
to call the r1arrarik.t.i in question history . . . 

These cc>ri\idcrations will cnablc u.; to undcr~t;l~id the probleni which 
confront4 the Jahvist narrator, ar:d urll hclp to explain tile form 
which thc \iigas received from hi \  hand al:J thcir relation to the hiitory 
of the tlebrc~vs as a whole . . . 

The collection of origin-stories rcally elids with the story of the 
Delugc, fro:n ~ ~ h i c f i  datci the ncw twginning of lift. upon the earth . . . 

111 their originrtl forrn these sagas of tlic patriarchs were a series 
of unconnected episodes preserved in the trad~tions and folk-lore of 
thc \ariou\ claiib 2nd tribcs which claimed descent from the ancestors 
of the I le tmx people. Thew were collected and put into the form of 
a contiriaous narrnti1.e by the Jahvist, w.ho dealt \\ ith theni in the same 
\\ay and M irh the sa~iie purpose as we  ha^^ wcII in his handling of the 
origin-sror~cs. They rccci\.t'd additions from the narrativc of the Elohist, 
and were suhwqucntly ~vorked over by the Priestly writer. who inserted 
gcneaiogic\ and other aclditional matter and gave thc whole collection 
of sagas i t3  prcsctit forni. 

They are n o n  coming to the conclusion that the Hebrehs, u h o  
\ere suppo\t.d to h a \ e  spent 400 o r  450 )ears in Egypt. \\ere never 
in Egjpt. c k c q t  perhaps a f e ~  of theni, rt Lcrj m a l l  tribc. Esyptian 
historj i \  pretty accurate, ~ i n d  there i \  no t.\ idence that the main 
body ot' rht. i l r b r eu<  itere e t e r  in E p p t .  jujt as  there is no record 
of Josepll Tlic \tor> of Joscpli i \  a well-known e,ictern fable. 

The Aims of the Prophets 

The write!-\ 01' tlic pr~pl ie t ic  age believed implicitly that God 
had called tlic tlt.brc\i people to gi\.t' the knowledge of God  to 
tlie w.orld. and they \\ere risht. The Hebrew people knew God  as  
the one anti only ( iud,  and they believed that He tvas essentially 
for them. anti that t h q  werc to be a nation of priests unto God,  
so the Scriptural ii riters saw the necessity of linking the development 
ol' tlie spirituill ic1c;i ui th Jew;sh history. They wtre not primarily 
historians. iind so it wasn't important t o  them if their history was 
accurate or  not. They used myths and sagas t o  tell their story, just 
as  you and I to-cia! use e \ u y  symbol t w  can think of to get the 

71ve a sense story o \ c r  to the man of to-day in his own idiom. To k' 
of Science to somebody. t\,e often have to s:iy a thing which we 
know is :I compromise, but which is in his idiom. Many of the 
stories used hy the prophets had existed t'or t!iousands of years, 
and they I i d  to do the best they could ~ { i t h  them to bring out 
their cision 01' spiritual tliiligs. They had t\vo aims in vieu,.-to 



prove to the Hebrew people that they had to be consecrated to 
God, and to illmtrnte spirifu;il arnl~rss. 

A Summary of the Third Thousand-Year Period 

And now we come to the third thousand-year period of the 
Scriptures-the period of Soul. The first thousand-year period runs 
from Adam to Noah, the second from Noah to Abraham, and 
the third from Abraham to Saul, who was anointed king in 1,000 
B.C. We have come to the third period of Soul, and we see the 
five tones illustrated perfectly. First of all, we have the tone of Soul 
as Mind-"Let the dry land appear;" we have the story of Abram 
coming out of Ur of the Chaldees and being re-named Abraham. 
Then we have the tone of Soul as Spirit-"And God called the 
dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he 
Seas;" we have the wonderful story of Jacob's struggle with the 
mortal sense of himself until he was re-named Israel. Then we have 
the tone of Soul as Soul-"Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb 
yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit ;" Moses identified God 
as I A M  THAT I AM, brought the Hebrews out of bondage, and 
identified them as the children of Israel. Then we have the tone of 
Soul as Principle; Moses Save the Commandments, a sense of rule 
and true relationship. Finally we have the tone of Soul as Life, 
when the children of Israel reached the Promised Land. 

The Creative Sense Identified 

And so we come to Abraham: "Now these are the generations 
of Terah: Terah begat Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran begat 
Lot. And Haran died before his father Terah in the land of his 
nativity, in Ur of the Chaldees. And Abram and Nahor took them 
wives: the name of Abram's wife was Sarai; and the name of Nahor's 
wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah, and the 
father of Iscah. But Sarai was barren; she had no child" (Gen. 11: 
27-30). The whole story of Abraham is the most wonderful symbol 
of how the creative sense is identified through Soul as Mind. Abraham 
is a symbol of thought which begins to see that God is the creator 
and that creation isn't of man, that there is no creative force but 
the divine. At that time they knew God only as Father. Later God 
was known as Son. Now we are beginning to know God as Father, 
Son, and Mother, and we are beginning to see that man reflects 
God's fatherhood, sonship, and motherhood. For instance, you 
may be a father, and you have been a son, and you may have a 

103 



sense of mcthtlrliood. So evcn in  human evpericnce yo11 can find 
all three in one i d i ~  idu;il. 

Abraham is a \cry \tonderful symbol. ;I symbol maintaining the 
fact that m a n  i.; not a creator. If you hiice a child in human esperi- 
cncc. yo11 Ii;~~:c ~ i r i i p l  brought i~i to  hi1111;111 c ' \ p c ' ~ . i e ~ i ~ ~ .  1Ii1.011gli the 
process that the carnal mind calls creation. your human sense of 
one of God's ideas. but reality is neicr less than reality, and man 
has never been rin1;thin~ but nun.  That mortal dream ~vhich you 
claim to hale created has to \tvork itself out and disappear, because 
mortality is ~1 mistaken concept: it has to diqappear, just as a mistake 
in mathematics has to disappear. It \{.ill be found e\wttually that 
5 - " 5 -  10. M'hen the mortal \iforks out of the mortal dream, then 
man in God's image and likeness Lippears. There is one thing that 
is certain and inescapable, and that is sal\.;~tion. That is one thing 
nobody can escape. "If I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art 
there" (Ps. 1 3 0 :  8). hlortal thought may wxnder and kvander, but 
inevitably e \wy mortal dream is doomed to destruction. It is a lie, 
:~nd its fither is n lie. and it's bound to disappear. Ine\itably the 
truth of ecen, rnnrt:11 dream w i l l  be m:ide rn;inifest. because sal\a- 
tion, thank (.;od, is inescapable. 

Thc Fatherhood of God Identified 

In the third period. you \till see that Abraham is a symbol of 
the i n d i ~  idu,il. Jacob of the fanlily. and flow5 01' the nation. Later 
the prophet\ began to hace a universal sen\e. In the third period 
Soul began to identify the fatherhood of God-in the type of 
Abraham ;I< the Father of' the individual; in the type of Jacob as 
the Father of' the family; in the type of Moses as the Father of the 
nation; and in the Promised Land experience 11s the Father ~ h o  
provides. Tlwught rose and rose, until in the next thousand-year 
period the prophets b e p n  to see <;od'\ idw a5 inseparable from 
God. "Unto L I \  ;i child is born. unto us a son is given: and the 
_government sliall be upon his shoulder: :ind his name sh;ill be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor. The miglitj God, The ecerlristing Father, 
The Prince o f  Peace" (Isa. 9: 6). 

And so coil \ \ i l l  see that the third thousand-year period illustrates 
the third day of creation and its five tones. It shows first the father- 
liood of God as illustrated in the individual. then as illustrated in 
the kimily, then 3s ~Ilustrated i n  the nation. then as illustrated in the 
Commandments ( \ s  hich symbolized the rule of Soul and some sense 
of the Ctiri4t-idea). and finally as illustrated in the Promised Land. 
The children c~t ' lcrxl  ucnt into the Promised Land and they thought 
that they n ot~ld be there for ecer. but later they \\ere tahen into 
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captivity and scattered, so that the idea of the one God became 
more universal. 

"Sarai was barren; she had no child" (Gen. I I : 30)-Abraham 
saw that everything has to be born of God. Your true child is 
primarily your own true selfhood, and as you see that your true 
child is your own individuality, you are Abraham. And then as that 
sense begins to expand, you begin to see that you are not only an 
individual, but you also reflect all God's ideas. And then you begin 
to see that all God's ideas are included in God. And then you begin 
to get that sense of the Christ represented by the Commandments- 
you see that all God's ideas bless each other. You see the relation- 
ship of all ideas to God and to each other. 

Remember that the first thing Soul does is to make things definite 
-it says, "Let the dry land appear" (Gen. 1 :  9). Then Soul 
develops itself as Spirit-it says, "And God called the dry land 
Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas" 
(Gen. 1 :  10)-naming always gives a sense of Soul. Then Soul as 
Soul says, "Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, 
and the fruit tree yielding fruit'' (Gen. 1 : 1 1 )-Soul always translates 
from the greater to the lesser. Soul also translates mortal mind out of 
itself and replaces it with the divine. Soul as Soul shows you how to 
translate-it says, "Let the earthv-the spiritual idea-"bring forth 
the Word, the Christ and Christianity," and you begin to see dimly 
the possibility of seeking, finding, and using the spiritual idea. Then 
Soul as Principle says, "And the earth brought forth grass, and 
herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose 
seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good" (Gen. 
1 : 12)--demonstration of true identity begins to take place. In the 
third thousand years the Commandments gave a sense of the Word 
and the Christ, and so led to a sense of Christianity 01- true relation- 
ship. And then you come to the fifth tone, Soul as Life, and you 
get a sense of immortality and resurrection, symbolized by the 
entrance into the Promised Land after the bitterness of the wilder- 
ness experience. 

"And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran his 
son's son, and Sarai his daughter in law, his son Abram's wife; 
and they went forth with them from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into 
the land of Canaan; and they came unto Haran, and dwelt there. 
And the days of Terah were two hundred and five years: and Terah 
died in Haran. Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out 
of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, 
unto a land that I will shew thee:" (Gen. 11 : 3 1 ,  32; 12 : ])-that 
is, the divine impulsion awoke Abraham to the fact that he had to 
separate himself from thc idolatry of Babylon. As it says of Abraham 
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The Idiom of the Spirit 

Kc~nc~nhct. tl i ; i t  t h i \  s~~bjjcct i s  so kast t?:at !ou can't gal 

~ ~ l l 0 h c .  

ler the 
details all a1 once: the most important thins is to try and get the 
touch. the kel. and t ! ~  tone of' it. Spirit is :tl\ra!.s so bpast that > , o i ~  
cannot circuniwihc i t .  but \\hat you must do is to love the things 
of Spirit, 01' rood. and welconie them. Thcn you we that tlie t r ~ ~ t l i  
;;bout >OLI  i~ t 1 1 ~ 1 t  ~ O L I  arc God'\ likeness. From everlasting t o  
e\erlasting t l i t  only thin2 true about you is that you have the Mind 
01' Christ. I)(-, \ ou  \\ant to use it. or do  you tiant to try and use 
the old carn;il mind '.' 1'011 are the son of' God. the reflection of tlie 
infinite. and i d  il'>oit uw the hlind of Christ. you ivill  get the touch, 
tlie fed.  thc L ~ r m .  the Io\elincss. the CIOSC'IIC'\\. ;ind the reality of 
this story, ~ i n d  thc details uill till in themsel~es. It is the "old, old 
story." ~ I i i c ! ~  has nwer changed and never \ + i l l  change-the story 
of' the I-el~tionship hetween the pertkct God and the perfect man, 
the pt'rkct d i ~  ine 3lind and the per!'ect idea. 

I n  all ~1ii.w tnieetings let's try to ~ c t  the touch. the feel, the tone. 
the closenc\h. atid the Io\dincss of this stor>,. and I ' l l  tell you w h y :  
that is the idiom \+liich all men understrind. C)f course, \ve know 
that the letter i \  eswntial-- h l r i  E:ddy s;ij.s, "Study thoroughly the 
letter and inibit-rc the spirit" (S. & H.  495: 27-28). But the letter 
may not . 1 1 ~ : i > i  coniincc. Thc tc)uch. the Io\slincss, the uarmth. 
the holine.;>. t lit. grricc of i t ,  is something that every man understands, 
and if we can gi\c the story i n  that idiom. then \+e shall touch the 
other fellon. S o  i n  all that m.e are doing, let's try to keep it clothed 
in a I c n d y  \ \ ,L ) .  in  an "undi~~ided yrtnent" (S .  & H.  142: 8). and 
then it \ + i l l  touch O U I -  f ' e l l~~\~-ni~!~i .  



ABRAHAM-I 

Leaving Ur of the Chaldees 
Separation from Lot 

Spirit~~ally Scientific Symbols 

As we go on, remember that the Bible is the story of God and 
man, illustrated in manifold ways by all kinds of symbols. Men 
have realized that the Bible illustrates the nature of God through 
manifold symbols, but they have thought of those symbols as 
somewhat vague and indefinite, although always very real. To-day 
we are seeing that not only does the Bible symbolize the ideas of 
God in the lovely way recognized by Christians all down the ages, 
but it also does something that is essential in this age: it symbolizes 
the ideas of God in an exact and scientific way, so that we can 
learn them more definitely than we can learn anything else. But as 
we go on in this story of the Bible, which of course is exceedingly 
interesting, and as we begin to see how the symbols illustrate the 
ideas of God, don't let's get more interested in the symbols than in 
the spiritual realities they symbolize. Let's always regard the symbols 
as secondary. Mrs. Eddy says, "Study thoroughly the letter and 
imbibe the spirit" (S. & H. 495: 27-28). Now, the reason why we 
can understand reality is that each one of us fundamentally has the 
Mind of Christ. There is only one Mind-your Mind, and my Mind, 
and the Mind of all being, the infinite Mind that we call God. So 
as we go on and the picture changes, as it will do, the thing that 
really matters is to have a sense of the story as a whole-the divine 
story about God and about man. The symbols will become clearer 
and clearer to us-that is perfectly natura!, and they must do so. 
But remember that they are secondary. 

The important point, of course, is that the Bible begins by 
showing you your tools, both from a divine standpoint and from 
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a human standpoint. That is thc important thing. And then it 
illustrates hon those tools can be used. As \\,e have seen in the 
story of A t h n i .  the story of the flood, and the story of Babel, there 
is both religic)u$ and scientific illustration through symbols. The 
\ ( o r y  01' ,ld:lrn. itit. \tor.> ot' the flood. and the story of Rabel are 
\ \h i l t  ;lrc L';IJIC'C! "IIIJ  f /IS'' or  rigin- in-~torics." The story of Abraham 
is kvhat is callt8d "saga." which is the attempt to be in some measure 
historical. As history it is most inaccurate and unreliable, but its 
purpose b a s  t \ )  l i n k  the spiritual idea with history, as well as to 
illustrate spiritual idealisni and the operation of a divine infinite 
cnlc~~lus  of' idtnc. This the writers had tried to do  before by means 
of ~vell-hno~t n myths. 

The di\.ine intinite cr~lculus is forever operating. God, the divine 
Mind, is fi~rcwr expressing Himself as an infinite calculus of ideas. 
3l:ithematics expresses itself as a calculus of mathematical ideas, 
and music expresses itself as a calculus of musical ideas. In the same 
~ a y ,  the infinite Mind is forever expressing itself as an infinite 
calculus of di\.int. ideas,-the truth about you and me, about health, 
holiness. happiness, about man and the universe and everything 
that exists. That is the forever fact. What the Bible does definitely 
and specifically, both through religious sentiment and religious 
emotion and aiso through scientific symbol. is to show us how to 
lay hold on ttwse ideas. 

So far w.e h;l\,e considered the symbols which were used up to 
the point o f  the story of Noah, which is a wonderful story. As 
h c t d  history-bell, even a schoolboy wouldn't believe it! But as 
a spiritual symbol it is the most marvellous story and exact to the 
last detail. N o w  bfe have come to the story of Abraham, which is 
what is called "saga" or folk-lore. You can see how the great 
prophetic w-riters took this folk-lore and built up the history of 
Israel throush it. They weren't careful about historical accuracy. It 
didn't interest them very much, because their aim was to show 
men how to understand God and to showr how the development 
of the rigtit idea of' God had been associated with the Israelitish 
people. 

Three Aspects of National Development 

Before L1.e 20 on to the story of Abraham, there is an interesting 
thing that I uant to point out to you. At the end of the Noah story, 
Chapter 10 begins, "Uow these are the generations of the sons of 
Noah, Shem, tlam, and Japheth: and unto them were sons born 
after the flood" (Gen. 10: 1 ) .  You will remember that we saw that 
Ham bas n type of ' the physical, Shem of the moral, and Japheth 
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of the spiritual. Ham was the state of thought out of which came 
Egypt and the related tribes. Shem was the state of thought out of 
which came the Israelitish nation with its spiritual attainments, and 
out of which eventually came Jesus of Nazareth. Japheth was the 
state of thought out of which came the Gentiles, from whom have 
come science and art and so on. So the theory is that out of the 
state of thought manifested by Ham there came Egypt and other 
similar races, out of Shem came the Israelitish people and the 
descent to Jesus, and out of Japheth came the Gentiles-people like 
us-who have developed government, science, and art. Scofield, 
writing of this, says:- 

A prophetic declaration is made that from Ham will descend an 
inferior and servile posterity (Gen. 9: 24, 25). A prophetic declaration 
is made that Shem will have a peculiar relation to Jehovah (Gen. 9: 
26, 27). All divine revelation is through Semitic men, and Christ, after 
the flesh, descends from Shem. A prophetic declaration is made that 
from Japheth will descend the "enlarged" races (Gen. 9: 27). Govern- 
ment, science, and art, speaking broadly, are and have been Japhetic, 
so that history is the indisputable record of the exact fulfilment of 
these declarations. 

The tenth chapter gives first of all the sons of Japheth, and then 
the sons of Ham, and then some of the children of Shem. Then 
there is the story of the tower of Babel at  the beginning of the 
eleventh chapter, and it continues: "These are the generations of 
Shem" (Gen. 11 : lo), and you get the genealogy from Shem down 
to Terah, the father of Abraham. Of course, everybody knows that 
historically these genealogies won't bear investigation, but the 
Hebrew prophets just did the best they could with all the traditional 
history. In the prophetic age, from about 550 to 300 B.c.,  when 
they re-edited the four documents, they brought what they could 
into line with their spiritual idealism. For instance, in Genesis 10 
they brought out these three aspects. 

Civilization and the Christ-Idea 

I have said to you time and time again that because the divine 
Principle, God, whose essential nature is Life, Truth, and Love, is 
forever translating itself through Soul, Spirit, and Mind to the point 
of infinite manifestation, and because that translation is forever 
going on, therefore the material universe, which started in mud, 
mist, and ignorance, has resolved. itself into the civilization that we 
have to-day. That is an encouraging fact. The civilization we have 
to-day could never have developed from darkness and ignorance, if 
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it hadn't been for the action of the Christ-idea. The Christ is forever 
going on: dibine Principle, Life. Truth, and Love, is forever trans- 
lating itself to every plane of thousht, and manifesting itself infinitely 
as infinite ideas of' the dicine Mind. That is always going on, and 
nothing can stop it. As n e  look back, we can see that civilization 
has gradually r~dvanced, because nith the coming of the Christ-idea 
mortal belief.; are bound to pass away. Because we have known so 
little of the Christ. the passing away ot' ignorance and materiality 
has seemed at times a disastrous and painful process, but all the 
time civilizatic~n has risen and it will go on rising. If men really 
understood the Science of the Bible and ur~derstood scientifically 
and metaph>sic:tlly houv to utilize the infinite ideas of God,-the 
infinite ideas of dikine Mind that are forever appearing,-if they 
understood tiow to entertain those ideas and how to apply them 
to the human problem through analysis. uncovering, and annihila- 
tion, think ~\ l la t  our civilizatiori could be no\\ ! 

Individual Demonstration 

\.ou and I liai7e to start that process individually. Jesus was the 
Son of God di~inely, but he made himself the Son of God in the 
human. The truth about you and me is that we are the ideas of 
God-"Belo\cd. no\\ arc we the sons of God" ( I  John 3:  2)-but, 
humanly speiiking, ~c have to make ourselves the sons of God. 
Each one of its has to come to the point u,here ure understand the 
infinite Science of the divine Mind, God, just as N.e understand 
mathematics or music, but more definitely and more spiritually. 
Because use understand mathematics, that doesn't make it unlovely. 
Mathematics is only unlovely to those who don't understand it. It 
is exactly the same with music. So. as we gain understanding,- 
definite, specific. spiritual, scientific understanding-the things of 
Science aren't going to be unlovely to us, but more lovely. They 
k v i l l  neker be locelq' until \s.e understand them both scientifically 
and spirituallq. 

Remember that the first thing we are trying to do is to acquaint 
ourselves indii idually w.ith the infinite,-the infinite divine Principle, 
the infinite Lift., the infinite Truth. the infinite Loiee, the infinite 
Soul. the infinite Spirit, the infinite Mind,-forever operating and 
forever manifesting itself through an infinite calculus of divine ideas. 
The great prophets foretold the divine system of being, Jesus demon- 
strated it individually (he said, "I am not come to destroy, but to 
fulfil"), and John climaxed it  in Revelation. The Bible begins by 
presenting seven distinct numerals of spiritual consciousness in the 
seven daqs of' creation. and John ends it by showing through the 
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symbol of the city foursquare how we can use those definite numerals 
of spiritual thought and idea in a four-dimensional calculus which 
Mrs. Eddy calls the Word,  Christ, Christianity, and Science. The 
whole of the Bible shows how this calculus can be used, and it 
begins individually in each one of us when we understand the 
Science of the Bible and put it into practice in our lives. 

The Only Divine System 

There is nothing vague about the Mind of Christ. It is the most 
scientific and the most spiritual state of consciousness possible. 
There is nothing scientific but that which is spiritual, and there 
is nothing spiritual but that which is scientific. So let's always 
remember that it is what we are doing, rather than how we do it, 
that is important. What we are dcing is learning how to use the 
infinite system of divine metaphysics which permeates the Bible 
and which is the only true system of metaphysics, just as the system 
of mathematics is the only system of mathematics. But the system of 
metaphysics as found in the Bible is vast beyond measure, because 
it is to do with infinity. The vaster it is, the more scientific it has 
to be, because otherwise it would be just chaos. 

Now, don't you see the tremendous value of this system of meta- 
physics and what it is going to mean to mankind as we begin to 
understand it? Science is individual, collective, and universal. If any 
one of us lays hold on it, it is bound to go to the other fellow; 
remember, Jesus said, "And I,  if I be lifted u p  from the earth, will 
draw all men unto me" (John 12 : 32). As the other fellow lays hold 
on it, it is bound eventually to go to all mankind. Some years ago 
we saw the Science of Mrs. Eddy's revelation, and we started to 
learn it and love it, and to-day it is becon~ing a flood-tide. I wish 
you could see the correspondence I get coming in from all over the 
world. Judging from the letters that I am beginning to have from 
America, the idea seems to be taking hold there. The understanding 
that Christian Science is really Science is dawning on thought. 
When you compare the vague assertions that "God is Love" or 
"God is good" with the definite spiritual understanding that can be 
attained of the ideas of God and the ability to prove them, you see 
that vague belief is just powerless. The world has had centuries of 
emotional religion, and what has it done? Look at the world to-day! 
You never saw such a picture of fear, hate, jealousy, envy, greed, 
selfishness, dishonesty, distrust, as we have facing us in the world. 
But what we also have is the chance to grasp the Science of Chris- 
tianity as found in the Bible. That is where Mrs. Eddy found it, 
and if we understand this message of the Bible we're going to be 
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ahlc to do sorncthi!i_r for oursel~~es and for m:inkind-individudly, 
collecticely. and universally. Mrs. Eddy says, ",4 small group of 
wise thinkers is better than a \vilderness of dullards and stronger 
than the niizht o f  empires" (My. 162: 7-53). 

Vow w come t o  the third thousand-ye:ir period. illustrating the 
t h i r d  day 01' Soi11. \r'ou % i l l  remember that u.e had three tones in 
the tint d3j ;tiid i n  the first thousand-year period--Mind as Mind, 
Mind as Spirit. rind hfind as Soul; and we had three tones in the 
second da4 and in the second thousand-year period-Spirit as Mind, 
Spirit as Spirit. and Spirit as Soul. Now 1t.c come to Soul and we 
11a\.c ti1.e tonr.. The first thing I a m  going to do i s  to go over those 
th.e tonec \t i t l i  you. 

A Summary o f  Soul a s  I l i n d  

I'ou bill rcrnemher tliat Sod us Jfintl in the third day of creation 
is symbolized by "Let the dry land appear" (Gen. 1 :  9)-things 
become definite. U'e saw that Soul as Mind defines, and that defining 
comes t o  4011 <tnd to rile :is spiritual understanding. Spiritual under- 
standing detiws; i r  makes a11 things detinite. This attempt to say 
that undt.rit.~nding ic intellecti~alism is utter nonsense. h'othing is 
of the nature 01 '  reillit! until it is delinite. "Let the dry land appear" 
is 11 ~>~nibol  ot' the 1-~ct becoming apparent that the divine always 
defines itselt'. That comes to you and to me 3s spiritual understrinding. 
\ire cpitorriizcd Soul as Mind in this nray: as dc~elopment, or the 
journey from wise to Soul. becomes definite. spiritual understanding 
exchanges the objects of' sense for the ideas of Soul. In the first part 
of the third thousand-year period, illustrating Soul as Mind, Abram 
came out 01' L'r ot' the Chaldees and was re-named Abraham. 
Abram me;tn> "lofty father": Abraham means "father of a multi- 
tude." Thc sior! of Abraham is a symbol 01' hob thought becomes 
rlwrtre of' the t'lct that the divine defines itself; thought becomes 
an.are o f  the t-ict that God is Soul, and that it operates as Mind. 
M'ht.nc\er \ \ c  are riuare of the fact that the infinite defines itself, 
that conie~ to us as spiritual i~nderst:inding. In the false account of 
creation in Genesis. the opposite of Soul as Mind was that man was 
put into tile p r d w  of Eden; Mind's idea b+as supposed to be put 
into matter. inrc\ t'alse en\~irannient. and that led to false education. 
1-alse educat~on tries to su hnierge Spirit in matter and produces the 
bondri~e 01' corpors;llity. 

A Summary of  Soul a5 Spirit 

Then ure come to  he second tone in the day of Soul-Soul as 
Spirit. "And ( ;od called the dry land Earth: 3nd the gathering 
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together of the waters called he Seas" (Cen. 1 : 10). Thought begins 
to see that the divine always names, and the minute you begin to see 
that the divine names all things, that comes to you as blessing. Ir, 
the second part of the third thousand-year period Jacob waq re- 
named Tsrael, and it  came to him and to manhind a s  blessing. We 
epitomized Soul as Spirit in  this way: spirit~~al understanding, Soul- 
sense, names all ideas in divine order, and this naming brings 
blessing. In the false creation man was warned not to eat of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Sin is partaking of the 
false so-called calculus of materiality, the knowledge of good and 
evil, and brings penalty. The belief in vague and indefinite sense- 
testimony brings the bitter fruit of penalty. The carnal mind would 
impress upon us the evidence of the senses, which brings penalty, 
not blessing. As you realize that your name is "written in heaven" 
(Luke 10: 20), you become incorporeal, and as you become in- 
corporeal you are blessed. That is what happened to Jacob after 
his struggle. 

A Summary of Soul as Soul 

Up to this point we have had Mind, Spirit, and Soul-the Word 
in its own aspect; but at this point-Soul as Soul-we begin to get 
the sense of the Word reflecting the Christ. In  the third part of the 
third thousand-year period Moses identified God as I AM THAT I A M  

-he began to translate Cod in a degree to the Hebrews, and that 
is why Moses is always looked upon as a prototype of the Christ. 
In the third day of creation Soul as Soul is symbolized by "Let the 
earth bring forth grass" (the symbol of the Word), "the herb yielding 
seed" (the symbol of the Christ), "and the fruit tree yielding fruit 
after his kind" (Gen. I :  1 l),-the symbol of Christianity. The 
Christ always brings forth. From the divine standpoint that means 
true identity, and the minute you begin to see that in the divine 
there is always true identity, at that moment you begin to get trans- 
lation. You get the translation out of the human into the divine, 
and you also get the translation of the divine message from God 
to men. 

If you know the days of creation, you see how rich and true and 
accurate these tones are. In this period-Soul as Soul-Moses 
identified God; he gave Him the very highest form of identity up 
to this point-I A M  THAT I AM-and immediately translation began. 
The Hebrews were brought out of Egypt, and became known as 
the children of Israel. The minute you begin to understand Soul as 
Soul, you begin to see the infinite identity, the one identity, the 
divine identity, and you know that if there is infinite identity, then 
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every idea niuut be identified. If there is identity in the infinite, 
\\hich is tlic only k i n  tlic'rc can be, tlien ciery idea must have 
identity. 

\\ e cpi~o~iii tcd St\uI ;is Soul il l  t l l i h  \ \ ; I>  : tlic grcatcst blcssing 
is true identi\> u i t l i  ( i d .  L\ hich tr ; inhtes I'rom the objective to 
the subjecti~t.. In tlis %'or-d in its o i in  aspect,---hlind, Spirit, and 
Soul.--Mind \;ilct, "Let there be light," Spirit said, "Let there be 
development." anti Soul said, "Let there kc defining." Rut now 
Soul is say ins more tlian that--it is saying, "1-et this development 
become iden~i tied \\ ith God." 

The t'il.,c rcc(:r~I ;I( this point \ \ a s  that man felt he needed an 
"help meet !',)I- hini." S in  brinss forth sex. which separates and 
leads to unsatihficd cruiing. Fathe identit!. separation from God, 
clairns man ;i.; ~iialc t>r t>riiale, cach unati\fied. In Soul everything 
is identiticti. t l l i ~ t  ih. cicr> thing i.; of the wriie quality as God. It is 
identified u i t  ' i  Gcd and t hcrcti)rc i t  ret1t.c.t~ i\hatei,er is Godlike, 
iihateier i \  111 t h ~ '  di\inc. ;ind i i l  the diiine there is both manhood 
and i\ orn;~ntlooci. i o  man must rcflcct hot t~ rii:inhood rind ii oman- 
hood. 1-alw iclcntity claim.; ni:tn :is rnalc or- female, cach forwer 
unsatisfied. i.ct'\ tx franh u it11 each o t t~c r :  the one thing that the 
decent humall hein; long3 to be able to do is to control what \jre 
call sex. Ei.er- decent Iiuriiiin being k n w s  that until he can do  that. 
he is netw s,il>. I l c  C:!II nc\.er be safe from sex until he understands 
the nature 01'  (iod operating ris Soul. as tile one identity, and knows 
that ever) ititxi is identified \vith the one idcritity. Then he besins 
to find tliat translation takes place: man  ceases to bc just a sex- 
proposition and hecomes satisfied. He begins to kno~v something 
of man in <;oci's im;ipc and likeness. u ho is both male and female. 
Then he put. on the strength rind the cliaracter of' the man, and 
the tendernc\\ snd thc st.r\,ice of the \\orilan. 

The under\t:inciin~ oS Scirl ac Soul is wliat dauned in some 
measure \ \  hcn Sloscs idcntiticd God its I 11i1 I /{..\.I I A M  and the 
Hebreus a\  tlic children ot' Israel. 7'1ie nsst step was the Com- 
mandments. \+l~icli controlled 3 1 1  relationship.-the relationship of 
God to man .  and the relationship of'man to man. They Mere aimed 
specific;ill;, i1gain.t ;ill that constituted inimorrility and the sex- 
proposition. 

.1 Summary of Soul a s  Principle 

And so i\ e come to the fourth tone-Sod as PI-itleipie-symbolized 
in the third d:i! of creation by the earth bringing forth grass, herb, 
and fruit tree.--that is, some measure of the Word of God, of the 
Christ-idea. ;itid the promike of Christianity. The Cl'ord of  God had 
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been made manifest before the time of Moses, and then Moses gave 
a sense of the Christ-idea and of Christianity, which always demon- 
strates true relationship, the relationship of God to men and of men 
to each other. We epitomized Soul as Principle as the divine rule, 
the rule of Soul, which comes to us as true gender. Now, as I have 
told you before, if the infinite has gender, or kind or sort (and that 
is what "gender" means), then the infinite must have infinite gender. 
The human mind says that there are only two genders, masculine 
and feminine, or sometimes it adds a third-neuter gender. In the 
same way, it says that there are only five senses, but if the infinite 
has senses, they must be infinite senses. So if the infinite has gender, 
then there is infinite gender. If the infinite had made any two ideas 
alike, it would have ceased to be the infinite and it would have 
duplicated. But every one of God's ideas has a different gender, a 
different identification. And that is why we all need each other and 
are all wedded to each other. You express God in  one way; I express 
God in another way. No one idea could express God entirely, just 
as no figure in mathematics could express all of mathematics. And 
so we all need each other, and moreover we all have each other, 
because we can be conscious infinitely of all that every other idea 
expresses. Jesus prayed "that they all may be one; as thou, Father, 
art in me, and I in thee . . . I in them, and thou in me, that they 
may be made perfect in one" (John 17: 21, 23). 

The counterfeit of Soul as Principle in the false record was this: 
"And out of the ground the Lord Cod formed every beast of the 
field, and every fowl of the air ;  and brought them unto Adam to 
see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every 
living creature, that was the name thereof" (Gen. 2: 19). Adam's 
acceptance of the rule of animal nature induced false classification. 
The Adam thought always gives false gender. It says to one person, 
"You are a male. You have all the impulses of a male." It says to 
another person, "You are a female," and to some other species, 
"You are neuter." B L I ~  the fact is that we reflect the manhood and 
womanhood of God,-all that there is by way of true gender, true 
identification. 

In the fourth part of the third thousand-year period Moses gave 
the Commandments. You can't really understand and appreciate 
the Commandments until you understand the nature of Soul as 
Principle, until you begin to understand that from everlasting to 
everlasting Soul is that aspect of God which identifies itself and its 
ideas, which gives a sense of true gender, which makes being in- 
corporeal, which makes it satisfied and sanctified, and therefore 
gives joy and bliss and freedom, and then you begin to see that 
Soul as Principle means the ride of these things, the infinite irresistible 
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supremacy 01' them, and you begin to see Iiow that brings to men 
a sense of true gender. Ci'hcn every idca kno\ss t h t  gender is infinite, 
!hat e\cry idca i.; idcntitied specifically, and that Ne are all wedded 
to cacti other. then u e  begin to get unity. Sex divides. Take two 
people ~ i h o  Il>\e each other and let the sex-belief' over\\.helm them 
-they end b! hatins each other. Rernember that I am not preaching 
against sex in  marriage, because, of course. that is everybody's 
indik-idual dcrnonstration. But \i.e are fiicing scientific facts, and the 
scientific fact is that sex is r i  mortal belief \vhicii claims to have 
been instituted tiv purposes of generation, and if it is allowed to 
I-ulc. it  destrt~>s gcncier. Rut man's true gender is born of' God and 
is intinite. tit. gains this true gender ;is he understands the rule of 
Soul as Prili~iplc. At that point lie gains the true sense of his relation- 
ship to L id  ; ~ n d  to every other- i tki.  

A Summary of Soul a s  Life 

And so \it. come to the f fth tone ot' Soul - -Soul  as Life. "And 
the ewni r i~  and the morning were the third day" (Gen. 1 : 13). We 
sit\+. that at the point of Life on the third day thought grasps the 
di\.int. inirnortality. and that comes to you and to me as resurrection. 
U'e epitolni7ed that in this \say : the infinite gender of idea immortal- 
izes i t ,  and .,) cornpels resurrection. The false record at this point 
bas  that Adam named all things-false identification, bringing no 
saticfxtion: it \\.;is the belief in mortality, not the understanding 
of immortalit\.. The conclusion of the third thousand-year period 
\\as \+ hen the children of Israel rerwhed the Promised Land-their 
thou~li t  v,as resurrected. 

So you st'c the u,onder of these tones of Soul. Soul as Mind 
begins to define. and that comes to yo11 asspiritual understanding. 
Soul as Spirit br inp naming and blessins. Spiritual understanding 
is "the reality of all things brought to light" (S. & H. 505: 27-28). 
You see tliat fro111 e\.erlastitig to everlasting you are named in the 
divine plan. and that brings blessins. L'p to that point you have 
the \i.ord sense. and then Soul as Soul gives a hense of the Christ,- 
the \iVord rcfecting the Christ. The earth brings forth grass, herb, 
rind fruit tree you get identity. I7ou get that \f.onderful conscious- 
ness ot' thc one identity. and the minute you have that, it begins to 
translate ~ ~ t t  of the human into the divine and to translate the 
eternal Incssagc from God to men \i.hich Lie call the Christ. And 
then you conle to Soul as Principle, and you get the rule of identity, 
the absolute rule ot' it.  and the minute you get a sense of that rule 
i t  conies 3.; true sender. The eternal translation comes to you, and 
vou s a . .  "\\ h!. 1'1-on1 overlasting to e\erl:isting tile only gender I 



have is divine gender, and it is infinite; I am wedded to God and 
to every other idea and we are all one in Christ." Then Soul as Life 
brings you a sense of immortality, and that comes to you as resur- 
rection. You rise to some extent above the mortal, as Jesus rose 
on the third day. 

Remember that not a word of the Bible was written until  the 
prophetic age; the Old Testament as we know it was written by the 
great Hebrew prophets between 850 and 300 w., and they used 
myth, folk-stories, vague history, and tradition in such a way as to 
bring out their own spirit~~al sense of the divine system. 

The Search for God 

Jesus accomplished all he did through this very process of educa- 
tion and spiritual enlightenment. He was the one who understood 
the Christ. The prophets had caught glimpses of it, but Jesus was 
the master Metaphysician. The world has got to come to the point 
where it gives up the childishness of trying to find God through 
vague emotionalism and gets down to searching for God in a 
scientific way. Men will have to see that God can and must be 
understood more definitely than anything on earth, but that this 
understanding is infinite and comes little by little, "here a little, and 
there a little" (Isa. 28: 10). 

The physical scientists, who are the great thinkers to-day, have 
come to the point where they are "bunkered." They have reached 
manifold conclusions about matter, but now they find that matter 
is based on "perfect disorder," that there is no science in it, and 
that they have unloosed forces about which they know little. Sir 
Arthur Eddington says that their conclusions about matter are 
hollow enough to hold almost anything. But one day they are 
going to turn their attention to the spiritual, the infinite, the truly 
scientific, for the things of God are the only really scientific things, 
and they are going to do it in the way shown in the Bible, because 
the Bible contains scientific Truth. 

In  the first chapter of Genesis and the first three verses of the 
second chapter those spiritually-minded prophets gave the tools, 
the most specific tools, for thinking spiritually and scientifically. 
Jesus used them; he said, "I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil" 
(Matt. 5: 17), and he demonstrated the divine system perfectly. And 
it is evident from the Book of Revelation that John knew it, used 
it, understood it, and illustrated it. The Biblical writers put the 
layout of this divine system at the beginning of the Bible, and then 
the first thing they did was to show how you can use your sense of 
the first day to analyze, expose, and denounce the false sense of God 



and man, the Adani-dream. Then they slio\ved through the story 
of Woati a n d  his three sons. Ham. Shenl. and Jnpheth. representing 
analysis. 11 t i ~ i ) \  cri ng, and ~lnniliilii tiun. I I O N  to scparate bet~\.c.en the 
spiritual and the material. In the first thousand years the Adam- 
dream u8a , cuposed. I n  the second thousand years there was specific 
seprirntiori hcttvecn Spirit and matter. And now we conie to the 
third theusand years, when things became definite; Abram was 
renamed A bra ham, .lacob bvas re-named Israel, Moses defined God 
as I AM THAT 1 A V ,  he gave the Co~nmnndments, and the children 
of Israel cntcrcd the Promised Land. 

I t  is clear that all the prophets regarded the first four thousand- 
year per~ods as running from Adarn to Noah, from Noah to 
Abraham, t'rorn Abraham to the entrance into the Promised Land, 
and from ttic I'romised Land to the coming of the Messiah. They 
were intent on establishing a sense of those four periods, ~ f h i c h  
correspond to thc operation of the first four d a y  of creation. No 
one kno\cs 1c.hether those four periods really correspond to four 
thousand years. and their exact duration didn't nuke any  difference 
to the prcphets. To them there were four periods, and they symbolized 
those periods by four thousand years, because they believed that 
"one day is w i t h  the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day" (I1 Peter 3:  8). 

The stories of' .4dam and Noah and the t w e r  of Babel are what 
are kno~sn a 4  "origin-stories" or "myths." They are stories designed 
to illustrate iome religious truth. and they are all of them stories 
that had e~i5ted t'or thousands of years before the Biblical writers 
used theni. 

Wheh y o u  come to the Abraham story, you have the first of 
what are called "sagas." which have some measure of history in 
them, though no one knows hot\ much. Evidently the prophetic 
writers felt that i t  w.as incumbent on them to include genealogies, 
but the many discrepancies in them show that they are quite un- 
reliable. The Biblical ~vriters N.ere not primarily historians: they 
urere prophets. For instance, it is believed that they used the story 
of Joseph wlely to show the association of the Hebrews with 
Egypt. but now it  is a question whether the Hebrews as one body 
of people were ever in Egypt. There Lvere two distinct schools of 
thought \In the subject. One school maintained that the Hebrews 
went into Canaan with Abraham and never came out again. Another 
school belieked that a certain section of them went down to Egypt 
and later joined those n.ho kvere already in Canaan. But remember 
that kte ;ire interested in these things as symbols. not as history. 



"Get Thee Out of Thy Country" 

Now let's get on with the story of Abraharn. Abraham is a syn~bol 
of Sou! as Mind. He identified God as the creator, the only creator, 
and he saw that man is not a creator. As I have reminded you, it 
says in the Prayer Book, "As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be." 2 $ 2 -- 4 tiever begins and it will never end, because 
it is true. Your true selfhood never began and it will never end: it 
is as eternal as God Himself. l t  would be a pathetic picture if a simple, 
ordinary proposition like 2 -1- 3 - 4 went on forever, but you and I ,  
created in God's image and likeness, could be snuffed out. But of 
course that isn't true. God is "the same yestel-day, and to-day, and 
forever," and man is His image and likeness. 

The story starts: "Now these are the generations of Terah: Terah 
begat Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran bezat Lot. And Haran 
died before his father Terah in the land of his nativity, in Ur of the 
Chaldees. And Abram and Nahor took them wives: the name of 
Abram's wife was Sarai; and the name of Nahor's wife, Milcah, 
the daughter of Hasan, the father of Milcah, and the father of Iscah. 
But Sarai was barren; she had no child. And Terah took Abram 
his son, and Lot the son of Haran his son's son, and Sarai his 
daughter in law, his son Abram's wife" (Cen. l l : 27-31). Why do 
you think that they mention only four? As a matter of fact they 
were a large body of men when they went out to recapture Lot, so 
evidently Abraham must have gone out with a small multitude. But 
the record says that there were only four of them, because "four" 
symbolizes the Word, the Christ, Christianity, and Science,-the 
calculus of reality. This symbol "four" appears frequently in various 
forms throughout the Bible record. 

"And they went forth with them from Ur of the Chaldees, to 
go into the land of Canaan; and they came unto Haran, and dwelt 
there. And the days of Terah were two hundred and five years: 
and Terah died in Haran" (Gen. 1 1  : 3 1, 12). They didn't do what 
God told them. They went out to go into the land of Canaan, but 
they stopped in Haran. They didn't go on, and Terah died in Haran. 

"Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land 
that I will shew thee" (Gen. 12: 1 ). Evidently Abraham, and not 
Terah, was the one who got the message. Because there is a Christ, 
because Cod is forever manifesting Himself through His Christ or 
ideal, because divine Principlc, Life, Truth, and Love, is forever 
translating itself tl~rougli Soul, rellecting itself 3s Spirit, and mani- 
festing itself as Mind, therefore that com~nand is forever coming 
to every one of us, "Get thee out of thy country, and from thy 



liindl-cd, ;in11 t'ro~ii t h y  Ilttlicr's Iiousc, unto a land that 1  till sllcw 
thec." \o\s u ; i ~ t  docc i t  Incan '.I I t  means: besin to consider yourself 
di\,incly. 7'11;1t rloehn't scp;iratc you from anybody or  anything you 
low,  but scp.trates you from a false sense of relationship. For 
institncc., hi14 the 1% orlJ ever nritncsscd anything more hideous than 
the exaggerated nationalisnl of the last tiftc.cn or  twenty years? 
Think ho\v ditrcrent it  uould h:i\.e been if there had been some 
understanding 01' the command of the Christ. "Get thee out of thy 
country. and I'rom thy kindred. and Srom thy father's house. unto 
a land that 1 uill shcu; thcc." Hot!. m a n y  children have to d o  that! 
As long as tticy ssrac in their parents' house. some children are just 
"dopcs" u it11 \cry littlc indi\idu:tlity. \!'hat i $  1hc land that we go 
out to seek '.' .\braham "lookcd for a city M hicli hath foundations, 
\vhosc bu i : dc~  ; ~ n d  mahcr- is God" (Hch. I I : 10). So this command 
colncs to t.ac.11 i,nc 01' us: begin to rccognizc yourself as a divine 
idea. The minutc > o u  sec t h ~ ~ t  tlic infinite is a definite proposition, 
you  sill ~ c t  >piritual understanding. and \.ou \ r i l l  become man. 

The Sevenfold Promise 

And here (Gcn. I2 : 2. 3) you get a st '~e~iIiAd promise to Abraham : 
"And I will ~n;tke ot' thee ;t great nation."-Mind creates.-"and I 
\ \ . i l l  bless tlic't.."- Spirit blesses.-"and make thy name great;"- 
Soul name;:---"and thou shalt be a blessin_r:"-Principle demon- 
strates all t t1ing.i :--"and 1 \ + * i l l  bless them that bless thee,"-the 
fifth Hcati t uc!c i h  "Blessed are the merciful,"-"and curse him that 
cursctli thee:"--that c\as their sense at tlic time. but to-day we should 
say. "Lo\.c is rcfectcd in l o ~ e , "  the sixth statement in the Lord's 
Pra>er:--";trd in thee shall all families of the earth be blessedw- 
the f'ulfilmenr of the se\.entli day. Tile minute you begin to feel the 
itppl-orlchi:ig inipulsion of the Christ,-di\.ine Principle. Life, Truth, 
and L m e  t . o ~ u  er manifesting itsel t' as your own true selfhood,-- 
and the minutc i t  bcgins to be definite to you and you begin to get 
spiritual undcrstanding and the sense of Soul, a t  that point you 
touch tliar se\enSold hlessing. It is a spiritual blessing, but it will 
be manifested in human experience. If you compare this sevenfold 
promise \\'it11 the Beatitudes, you c\.ill find that they correspond 
wonderfully. 

Abraham's Vision 

Nobody k ~ o ~ s s  uhether Abraham or  Lot ever existed. Some of 
the authcmtit.\ \ecm to think that they lmiy be symbols of the 
\\andcring ot' t i  thc4. Hut 3 s  the story socL, on. you will see that 
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they arc of the greatest value to us as spiritual symbols. Abraham 
had a wonderful vision of God as the only creator, the infinite 
cause, and he was determined to demonstrate it and went out to do 
so, but Lot went with him. Lot represented the sex-proposition, 
scriruality. Tliat i s  u h i ~ t  happcri\ lo us: the vi j ion  of thc C'ii~.ist- 
idea comes to us, and we are determined to go out and find the 
Christ-idea, to love it and live it and prove it and so help mankind, 
but so often "Lot" goes with us, and so we all have to work out 
the problem of Lot. 

"So Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him; and 
Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old 
when he departed out of Haran" (Gen. 12: 4). It means that Abra- 
ham's general outlook was from Soul, but here he was using his 
understanding of the seven days of creation at the point of Life, 
or fatherhood. 

"And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, 
and all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that 
they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land 
of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came. And Abram 
passed through the land unto the place of Sichern, unto the plain 
of Moreh" (Gen. 12: 5 ,  6). Look at the definiteness of that-"they 
went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of 
Canaan they came" ! 

"And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed 
will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the Lord, 
who appeared unto him" (Gen. 12: 7). This is the Jahweh record; 
the Priestly writers would never have recorded the building of an 
altar, because altars were anathema to them. They recognized only 
one place of worship-the Temple in Jerusalem. It is evident that 
Abraham and Jacob recognized God as the supreme God, but they 
recognized many gods as well. It was not until the time of Moses 
that it was recognized in a measure that God was the only God. 

"And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of 
Beth-el, and pitched his tent. having Beth-el on the west, and Hai 
on the east: and there kz builded an altar unto the Lord, and called 
upon the name of the Lord. And Abram journeyed, going on still 
toward the south" (Gen. 12: 8, 9). Abraham's thinking at that 
point was between the Christ ("on the east") and Science ("on the 
west"), and he was going south,-that is, his course was set towards 
Christianity. 

Going Down into Egypt 

"And there was a famine in the land: and Abran~ went down 
into Egypt to sojourn there; for the famine was grievous in the 
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land" (Gcn. 12: 10). Egypt u x  a symbol of darkness, and the 
rnin~~tc !Zhr:~Ii;tni \Lent donm into Egvpt he  go^ into trouble. Here 
urc gct the story of how Ahritham xkcd S:irai to say [hat she w.as 
his sister, no1 h ~ s  \sit;. Taken literally. i t  is t;~nt;tstic' and the siinic 
type of' story collies t hrcc ti~iics,-tu icc IL it11 Abraham and once 
with Isaac,--but i t  is 311 a symbol of !lo%.. when we are tempted in 
some way. we say that we are not ~ t . c ~ c l c / c ~ /  to our ideal, but only 
intc~rested in i t .  We Iiad an illustration of that  hen we first saw 
thc Science 01' Clrs. Eddy's revclrltion: there w.erc quite a few people 
who thought thcy saw it, but when the show-down came, they said, 
"Oh, no. 1 nrac only.iust a little bit interested in it." These experiences 
come to us all. 

Reniembcr. tlic'se stories in the Bible are telling of the "now," 
not of his tor!^. The vision o f  the Christ comes to you; you begin to 
understand t'ic nrlture of' God as Soul. that uhich detines, and it 
comcs to . o u  as spiritual understanding, as it did to Abraham: then 
you may iin\t. a prohleni to ~vork out--it may be hate, jealousy, 
cnky. greed. c>r i t  niny bc disease-and ~ . o u  may have a hard time 
to work out that problem: so you go d o ~ n  into Egypt-you hate 
a little more, or you call in a doctor. or something of the kind; 
;~nd  then uhcn you get down into Egypt you say, "I must do a 
little lying ncnv. I know I'm a Christian Scientist, but I can't stick 
to i t  hccause :his thing is ovcr\vhclmin_c 111c." And so you say that 
your "wi k." >.our ideal.--is only your "sister." All these stories 
;Ire to sh(w 11~; how to work thins$ out in  the eternal "now;" other- 
\vise t h q  \ \x>i~ lc i  h a ~ x  no ~a luc .  and thcy would mean no more to 
us than the t'.tc't that Idtvard I 1  once lived. Thcy arc scientific illus- 
trations (71' h o w  you can utilize the eternal "now" of reality, \\.hich 
is "the same ycstcrday, and to-day. and t'orevcr." The Bible shows 
you how to I L I ~  hold on thcse things scicntitically, and how to 
~~til ize them in cL.ery detr:il of your experience. ,4brahani's experience 
is something that ii Iuppening to you and mc cvcry day of the week. 
I f  N.e undcrst;~nd the nature of God as Sod.  if we begin to under- 
stand the n a t u ~ ~  ot' the infinite as infinitely defined, and that comes 
to us as intinite spiritual understanding. then you and I know what 
Abraham mwns. and wtc know how to use Ahraham in our own 
experience. 

And so on our way to the Promised Land we sometimes go 
down into Esypt. Vrs. Eddy says, "Sometimes the human mind 
uses one error- to medicine another. Driven to choose between two 
difticulties, t l ~c  human mind takes the lesser to relieve the greater. 
On this basi5 it  s a \ u  t'roni starvation by theft. and quiets pain with 
anodynes" (S .  & H. 143: 17-1 7). In e~.er-y case you've only got to 
take your stand with your ideal and all will he well. You cannot 

122 



fail. So if circun~stances seem too n~uch for you and you find yourself 
going do~vn into Egypt, just remember that Cod is Soul, and that 
Soul always defines, therefore you, as the idea of infinite Soul, can 
have spiritual understanding; and then you won't be tempted to 
let go of your ideal and say, "Well, it doesn't matter so much-it's 
only my sister." 

",4nd it came to pass, when he was come near to enter into 
Egypt, that he said unto Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know that 
thou art a fair woman to look uponw-mind you, Sarai was a 
woman of over seventy, so she must have been some girl! "There- 
fore it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall see thee, that 
they shall say, This is his wife: and they will kill me, but they will 
save thee alive. Say, 1 pray thee, thou art n ~ y  sister: that it may be 
well with me for thy sake; and my soul shall live because of thee" 
(Gen. 12: 11-1 3). This again is the Jahweh document, the document 
which told you of how God walked in the garden and talked with 
man-a very anthropomoryhic record. 

You remember how this story goes on: Pharaoh finds out that 
Sarai is Abraham's wife and sends Abraham away. Wc all have to 
come up out of Egypt. 

"And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all 
that he had, and Lot with him, into the southu-he was still going 
south. 

"And Abram was vesy rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold. And 
he went on his journeys from the south even to Beth-el, unto the 
place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Beth-el 
and Hai; unto the place of the altas, which he had made there at 
the first: and there Abram called on the name of the Lord" (Gen. 
13: 1-4). Mrs. Eddy says a wonderful thing: "The sharp experiences 
of belief in the supposititious life of matter, as well as our disappoint- 
ments and ceaseless woes, tusn us like tised children to the arms of 
divine Love. Then we begin to learn Life in divine Science. Wi tho~~ t  
this process of weaning, 'Canst thou  by searching find out God?' " 
(S. & H. 322: 26-31). So Abraham learnt his lesson and went back 
to Beth-el,-the best he knew. 

Separation from Lot 

"And Lot also, which went with Abram, had flocks, and herds, 
and tents. And the land was not able to bear them, that they might 
dwell together: for their sub5tance was great, so that they could 
not dwell together" (Gen. 13: 5 ,  0)- he "land" is never able to 
bear in your thinking or my thinking or anybody's thinking those 
t ~ o  statcs of thought symbolized by Absahani and Lot.-the one 
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pressing f'o~-\tat-d to know tlic nriturc o f  God as Soul. and the otlicr 
itbsorbed in sensuality of cvcry kind. 

"And there was a strifk between the herdmen of Abram's cattle 
and the herdmcn ot' Lot's cattle: and the Canaanite and the Perizzite 
dwelled then in the land. And Abram said unto Lot. Let there be 
no strik. I pray thee. bettsten rnc m d  thcc. and between my herd- 
men and thy hcrdmen: for we be brethren" (Gen. 12: 7. s). You 
remember the story of the three Hebrew young men: \vhen they 
came out o!' the fire there was no: even the "smell of fire" on  them. 
Mrs. Eddy sa!,s. "The greatest wrong is but r i  supposititious opposite 
ot'  the Iiiglicst riyht" ( S .  8: H. 368: 1-2). and " I t  is error cLren to 
murmur or  tu he angry over sin" (S.  c!! H.  309: 31-32). Sin is 
a mistake: i t  is that mistaken sense 01' c\i';tcnce \\.liicI~ we call 
~natcriality. a d  a$ Scientists \tc should no more be disturbed 
o te r  sin than a niatliemritician i.; disturbed over a mistake. I t  is our 
busincss to knon  tlic truth and annihilate thc err-or. Jesus could say, 
absolutely impcrionnlly, "Thy sins bc forgiigcn tlice" (Matt .  9 :  2 ) :  
to the \tornnn t;ikcn in adultcry. he said. "Go. ; ~ n d  sin no more" 
(John S : 1 1 'I. N'Z'LC got to come to the point \\.liere \ve aren't dis- 
turbed b!~ .;in. ;lnd \there ~ t . c  say to the' error in our olvn thinkins. 
"KO. I'm not soiny to strive and s t rug lc  and tisht \tit11 you. Tli;it 
isn't the \t;q. l.~t' Scicnce at all. I'm goins to sce that idea ot' God 
\s.hicli \ + i l l  c ~ i ~ ~ l ~ l c '  nic to deal \t.ith you." 

"And Abra~n  said unto Lot, Let there be no strife. I pray tlicc. 
betii,een mc and thee. rind between my herdmen and thy l~erdmen: 
for \t.e be brcthrcn. Is not the whole land bet'ore tht'c'l separate 
thyself, 1 pra? thee, from nit.: if thou ivi l t  take the left hand, then 
I uill go to thc right: o r  if thou depart to the right hand. then I 
\till go to tlic Icft. And Lot lifted up his eyr's. arid behcld all the 
plain ol' Jord;~li. that it was ucll ~ ; i t c r c d  c ~ e r y  \t.hcrc. before the 
Lord destroqcci Sodom and Gomorrr~h. c\.cn a5 the garden ot' 
the Lord. likc thc land of' Egypt. as thou conicst unto Zoar" ( G a l .  
13:  8--10). The "plain of Jordan" \{.as a sj,mbol of the easy u.ay. 
Sensuality :il\+a!.; chooses the easy ~ x y - - i t  is fooled. The plain 
was "~vcll uatcrcd."--thorou_ghly diluted. "Like the land of Egypt" 
-the  prophet^ \\.yulci never  ha\^ used Egypt as a symbol of  some- 
tllinp dcsi ~-;lblc. The "land of Egypt" ~)~nbol ized darkness and 

- - 
.;uperstitio:l. I tic H C ~ I - C \ V S  swnl to Ii;i\.c I ~ i i r t ~ t  soriictiiiri~ oC thc 
I-ight idea of God from Babylon and from .4+,l'ria, but they Icrtrnt 
nothing from Egypt. 

"Then L.ot chow him all the plain of Jordan: rind Lot journeyed 
e;ist: ;ind t h q  sep;tratcd thcrnscl\cb the one t'roni the other" (Gcn. 
13: 1 I ) .  L-ot ~ c n t  ca.1.---apinst the li~ic oi' light. \r'ou ~.cnicmber 
tllat (';\ill -,tent C;IS~.  ; i ~ i ~ i  of'tcn I$ l~cn  j o u  1.cac1 ill tlic Bible of so~llc- 
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one going cast it symbolizes that he is going wrong. The light comes 
from the east, so going towards the east in this context symbolizes 
going against the line of light. 

"Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan,  and Lot dwelled in the 
cilic\ of' t he  plain, and pik1ic.d his tcnt tow;lrcl Sodom. But the 
men of Sodom were wicked and sinners bcf'ore the Lord exceedingly" 
(Gen.  13: 12, 13). We shall come later to the  story of how Abraham 
was able to help Lot. Now, you haire that experience sometimes: 
you have in your- experience a human condition that is both good 
and bad. Sometimes you have a relationship with somebody and 
that relationship is nice and yet it is bad. You want to destroy the 
bad in it, but you don't want to destroy the good. It seems that 
Abraham's association with Lot was an association that for some 
reason he valued, but it was an association that was not altogether 
good, and so he had to separate himself from it. Sometimes we have 
an opportunity to do something good, but it is also a temptation 
to us; we have to get rid of that temptation, but that shouldn't 
prevent us from doing the thing that is good. And so you see that 
this story of Abraham and Lot means very little unless we reduce 
it to the eternal "now." 

Tn reality there isn't any time but the eternal "now" and no 
place but the eternal "here." All the God there is, is right here 
to-night. All the Truth there is, is in this room and everywhere. 
To-day the physical scientist knows that what we call matter, time, 
and space, are of the same stuff,-the stuff of the human mind, 
the stuff of which is formulated material birth and death, sin, 
disease, war, hate, and so on. You and I are Scientists, and you 
cannot have Science except in the eternal "now" of reality. You 
and 1 are dealing with the things of reality, the things that existed 
"before Abraham was" (John 8 : 58) .  If you weren't "before Abraham 
was," you will snuff out sometime. But thank God that you were 
"before Abraham was," and that every one of us is as perfect as 
the Father Himself is perfect. 

INTERVAL 

Spiritual Understanding Changeless 

We have seen something of the development of the days of crea- 
tion, swelling into numerals of consciousness, climaxing in the 
synonymous terms for God, and operating in a four-dimensional 
calculus (either as days of creation or as numerals of'consciousness 
or as the synonymous terms). I am more and more convinced that 
up to the fifth day you see the periods of ordered revelation as 
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juqt days of crcntion. nnd then on thc fifth day they hccomc to 
you nurncritl.; of conscio~~sncss. and on the siuth 6:ly thcy bccon~c 
to you sq'nan>mous turns !.or God oper;itin? in a lour-dimensional 
calculus. FVhcn you understand the days of  creation. you can see 
the whole story. and when you  sce it y o u  can usc it---a$ a matter 
of fact. you don't h~lbe to use it: i t  u s s  you. i t '  you let it. There is 
nothing in tlic world that is so definite. nothins so \,,?st, nothing 
that take.; c o  much p o d  thinking as the Scicnce of God and man. 
Rut if it tiidn'r take good thinking. it wouldn't be wwth having. 
When you Zet i t  throush good thinking and much thinking, you've 
got i t  eternally.  jus t  as when you  have learnt t o  swim. you can  
always smim. IVhat you have learnt of Scicncc is alkvays yours. 
because i t  ic 01' the nature of eternity. I t  ne lw  leaves you, and you 
can't get a~t.ny from it. "If I make my bed in hell. behold, thou art 
there. If I take t!x n'ings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost 
parts of the w a :  wen there shall thy hand Ie;d me, and thy right 
hand shall hnld me'' (Ps. 139: 8-10). If you inherit one idea in the 
divine plan. and you underst;tnd that iden and love it, from that 
time on that idea is )ours and i t  \ + , i l l  neicr 1t.ab.c you. Reality to 
that cxtenr is rnanifect in you. 

The story o f  Abraham goes on:  "And the Lord said unto Abram, 
after that Lot w.ns seprirated from him. Lift up now thine eyes, 
and look from the place \ { h e  thou art no r t t i~ .~ t rd .  and southward, 
and eristward. and \\,est\vard" (Gen. I-?: 14)--"northward" symbolizes 
the Word. ".;c.uth~v;lrd" sj.mbolizes Christianit~. "east~\;lrd" sym- 
bolizes the Christ. ;tnd "mestu.ard" symbolizes Science. (You will 
notice in the Bible that they hardly ever gi~re the four cardinal 
points in the same order, just as they hardly e \ w  give the t\vel\fe 
tribes of Isrncl or  the sons of Jacob in the same order.) As we have 
seen. Abraham \vas always going southward.-that is, a sense of 
Christianity n a s  dominant in his thought.-and hlrs. Eddy's dcfini- 
tion of Abraham ic ~ w - y  enlightenins in this connection: "Fidelity; 
faith in the tli\,inc Lifc and in the eternal Principle of being. This 
patriarch illu>trated thc purpose of Love to crer~te trust in good, 
and showed thc life-prestr\~in_c power of spiritual understanding" 
(S.  K: H. i 7 0 :  10-14). Abraham ivas thinking from the focal point 
of Soul. or- ipirituitl understanding. but at  the sanx  time his thought 
partook of 1112 nature oi' Lit'c :~nd  I-o\.i. in Christianity, because he 

"l'ni!h in the divine Life and in thc eternal Principle 
of  being" ar,d he ;11\;0 b b i l l u ~ t r a t ~ d  the put-po\c of' Love to create 
trust in good." 

'.And the Lord said unto Abrani, after that Lot was separated 
from him, L~i't up now thine eyes. and look from the place where 
tholl ;1rt norrli\i.ard, ;~nd south\\,nrd, and e:lstwrd. and usestward: 
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fbr all thc land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy 
seed for ever" (Gen. 13: 14, 15). Whatever you understand and 
love of reality is yours forever. If you begin to see the truth about 
yourself (and that is where we all have to begin), the truth about 
yourself as  God's idea, and you see something of what God knows 
about you, then you have looked "from the place where thou art 
northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward" and "all 
the land which thou seest" is yours forever. You will never lose it, 
if you have really understood it. Understanding is something that 
never changes. Spiritual understanding is born of definiteness and 
it never changes. 

"And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a 
man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be 
numbered" (Gen. 13: 16). Your seed is what you know about God, 
and what you know about God is what you know about all mankind. 

"Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth 
of it; for I will give it unto thee" (Gen. 13: 17). "The length of it" 
is the line,-the Word,-and "the breadth of it" is the plane,- 
the Christ. 

"Then Abram removed his tent, and came and dwelt in the plain 
of Mainre, which is in Hebron, and built there an altar unto the 
Lord" (Gen. 13 : 18). 

Four Kings v.  Five Ki~lgs 

And now we come to the fourteenth chapter, which is a most 
interesting chapter. The Bible commentaries say that this is the 
only chapter which gives any historical inforn~ation, but what the 
historical information is that it gives 1 can't make out, because 
none of the historians agree about anything in it! It is really amusing 
to see their efforts to understand the story of the four kings who 
fought with the five kings! To-day we know that the four kings 
are a symbol of the so-called calculus of materiality and that the 
five kings are a symbol of the five physical senses. Abraham reached 
the point which we all reach as we begin to discern the Christ-idea: 
he saw the warfare between the so-called calculus of materiality 
and the five physical senses. Lot was swallowed up i n  that warfare, 
and Abraham went and saved him. 

"And there went out the king of Sodoni, and the king of Gomorrah, 
and the king of Adniah, and the king of Zebojim, and the king 
of Bela (the same is Zoar;) and they joined battle uith them in 
the vale of Siddini; with Cl~edol-homer the king of' Elam, and with 
Tidal king of ~lations, and Aniraphel king of' Sflinar, and Arioch 
king of Ellasir; four kings with five. And the vale of' Siddini was 



ful l  0 1 '  \ I~riicp~t\;  atid [lie h ~ n g  01' Sodom and <~olnorrali tlcd, and 
fell thc1.e; 'tnd t h q  that remained fled to thc 11ic)untain. And they 
took all the goods 01' Sodoni and Go~norrali. and all their kictuals, 
and went thelr wdy. And they tooh Lot, Abram's brother'> son. 
ts ho duelt in Sodoni, and his goods. and depnrtcd" (Gcn. 14: 8 -  12). 
Mi hen the Chri3t-idca comes to us. it d e q r q s  o i l ,  but it never 
destroys that M hich tend5 to good. It IS e~ iden t  that in this conflict 
in Abraham's rne~it~llity that state of tlioupht represented by Lot  
was overw helmed. Abraham didn't \\ant the relationship bet~\een 
hiniself and Lot destrojed-lie \\anted it healed. ,411 the u a j  through 
the story he cl~d everqthins lie coi~ld to \ a \ e  that ~ l i i c h  \\a\ called 
Lot, so 3\ ncTt to h u r t  "the oil and the uinc" (Re \ .  6 :  6 ) .  Mrs. t d d y  
s'ijs. "A s p ~ r ~ t u a l  idea h a \  not a single elenncnt of error, and this 
truth renirne5 properly \+ hrite~er 1s ofTen\l~e" ( S .  Sr H. 463: 12- 13). 

"And v.hcn : Ibran~ heard that his brother u ~ s  taken captive, 
he armed h ~ s  trained senants, born in hi\ o b n  house, three hundred 
and eighteen, and pur~ued them unto Dan" (Gen. 14: 14). The  
record t ~ a s  t h ~ t  only four came out of L'r of the Chaldees (see 
Gen. 1 1  : 31 1. but here i t  t a l k  about "three hundred and eighteen" 
tra~ned ser\dnt\. Thc Ceritury Bible expI;iln\ that "318" probably 
means onl) t17at the men \\en( under the cornniand of Eliczer:- 

"Dan" is a !nibol ol'aninial magncti\~n (sec S. cG tI.  58-3:  20--2s). 
Dan ~ i i s  thc placc \illere they \\orshipped bullb, and i t  \\as the 
limit geographically rand ~nentallj). I h e  nriters ot' this record 
knew that. ;inti L I C C ~  it as it s ~ ~ m b o l  here. 

"And Ilu d i~ ided  himself r~gainst tliem, he and his servants, by 
night, and smote theni. atid pursued theni unto Hobah. which is 
on the left hand of Danuscus. And he brougl~t back a11 the goods, 
and also hrc~~lgiit again his brother Lot. ;ind his goods, and the 
Lvomcn a l ~ o .  ;ind thc people" (Gen. 14: 15, 161. Abraham, as you 
will ha\c to do, \\cnt out ~iicntally nith tlic~he idens of' God \~h ich  
\\ere in his Ilc~i~sc.--in his coii\cio~!~nt.ss.--and hc s ; l \ ~ d  the situatio~l 
called Lot. I do:~'t know a niorc usel'ul Icsson than the persistence 
wcith uhicli .-Ihrnharn tried to sa\e Lot. E\enti~:tlly he wasn't able 
to, but \\ hat he did saw for himself w;ts the \,aluable experience. 
All the \+.a? through he attempted to sa\.e 1'roni destruction that 
utiich \\;is ::ood hilni;ti11> in Lot. 



"And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: 
and he was the priest of the most high God" (Gen. 14: 18). Of 
Melchizedek it was said that he was "without father, without mother, 
without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life, 
but made like unto the Son of God" (Heb. 7: 3). It means that 
after Abraham had had that struggle in his own mentality, the 
Christ-idea came out to meet him, as it always does. "Behold, I 
stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open 
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with 
me" (Rev. 3: 20). 

"And he blessed him, and sajd, Blessed be Abram of the most 
high God, possessor of heaven and earth: and blessed be the most 
high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And 
he gave him tithes of all" (Gen. 14: 19, 20),-those tithes are a 
symbol of the "ten," the application to the human. Abraham 
acknowledged that the only application to the human was through 
the Christ-idea, for Christ is the "divine manifestation of God, 
which comes to the flesh to destroy incarnate error" (S. & H. 583: 
10-1 1). 

"And the king of Sodom"-this fellow was supposed to be dead, 
but here he is again!--"said unto Abram, Give me the persons, 
and take the goods to thyself. And Abram said to the king of Sodom, 
I have lift up mine hand unto the Lord, the most high God, the 
possessor of heaven and earth, that I will not take from a thread 
even to a shoelatchet, and that I will not take any thing that is 
thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made Abram rich" (Gen. 14: 
21-23). Abraham realized that the five physical senses could give 
him nothing that was real and substantial. 

Let's look back at this story: Abraham had looked to the north, 
to the south, to the east, and to the west, and he had seen that it 
was all his,-the divine infinite calculus of ideas,-just as you can 
see that it is all yours. There isn't anything God has that you and 
I cannot have by reflection. All God's ideas reflect the infinite, 
and reflect each other. And so Abraham saw that the infinite calculus 
of God's ideas was all his, and as he saw that, it began to uncover 
the warfare between the so-called calculus of unreality, symbolized 
by the four kings, and the five physical senses, symbolized by the 
five kings. In this warfare the carnal mind is supposed to have 
destroyed the testimony of the five physical senses, as it is doing 
to-day on all hands through disease, war, hate, and desolation of 
every kind. Abraham saw that through this warfare he had lost 
something: that which he desired to save i n  Lot had been taken 
into captivity by that warfare in his own thinking. and so he decided 
to go with that which was in his own house, that which he had 



iiiIicr.itcd ot' rlw ('Iiri~t-idea I'roni spiritual thinking and spiritual 
lit.itig, and t ( \  recapture that \vhicli \+as p ~ d  in Lot. Then Melchi- 
zedeh. it ~ ~ r n t . o I  ot' the man of God.5 creating. came out to meet 
him. It is the rii03t v. ondert'ul s>,nibol, and >*ou and I hate exactly 
the 3;llne expei-ic~ic'e. Reriiember that this \vhole story symbolizes 
Sou1 as blind: c o  tvlit 'li > o i ~  understand the nature o f  Soul as Mind, 
a similar e\pt.rlence \ \ i l l  come to you. The story of Abraham \\.as 
used as a 3) rihol of Soul as Slind hy the greatest thinkers the 
u,orld hneu .slitit ('hriht Jesus came. They \\rote these stories to 
slio\v the \ \ ( ) I  Ling* 01' the spiritual idea througliout all tinie. 

The Birth of Demonstration 

tlcre, t*t-)r  ~ I ic  fir\t time. what is called the Elohistic record is 
uwil. hut ~t i b  conihined \\it11 the Jahwcii and so is known as the 
JI: doc~rriicnt. ".\!':cr these things the \\ord o!' the Lord came unto 
.Ahram in a   ion. wyirig, Fear n o t .  Ahram: I am thy shield, and 
thy eucced~r i~  great r e ~ \ ; ~ r d .  And Abram said. I_orcl God. tvhat tvilt 
thou s i \ c  riic. \wing I go childless. and the stc\j.ard of my house 
is this I~liercr- 0 1 '  I h ~ i i ; ~ \ i c ~ ~ s ' . '  And .Abrnm said, Behold, to me thou 
I m t  giien no XXJ: ~ tnd ,  lo. one borli in rn! I I O L I S ~  is mine heir" 
r .  I :  I - I. I O L I  \+ere brought up  ti it11 the belief's of niateria 
rnedicii or old t l ~ e o l o ~ y .  and FOLI find that \rou can't demonstrate 
Sciclicc ;lnd ! I ) ; !  i!l.C .tlv.i~y\ harkins back to tliosc old beliefs. )ou  
are :;a)i:ig. "One horn in rn) houw is mint. heir." k'ou knot\.. of'ten 
arid often I iic:ir pcoplc say. "I undtrstand Scitnce. but I can't 

. .. 
denioli\tr;~,c I r .  The! Iiaje no secrl. \!'ell. I ' l l  tell you w.Iiy: they 
c;in't ~ L ' I I ~ I J I ~ ~ ~ ~ L . ; ~ : ~  Scic~ice. bec;lillse tIi+ don't Iotx i t  enough. I t  
\\ i l l  d~l~it~li \ t i- ; i t t :  it\clt' i f '  > ou 10t.e i t  enougli-- there is no question 
;tbout i t .  

"..Inci. hch~,ici. 11ic ;\c)rd of the Lord carlie unto him, sq ing .  
Thi\ shall not be tliine heir: but lie that shall come forth out of  
tliine o\\ 11 ho::eIs \ha11 be thine Iicir" (Gcn. 15: 4). Paul speaks 
01' *.ho~\c'!\ 0 1 '  rilcrcie\" (('01. 3 : 12). Of'ten if '  you hr1k.e to trcat 
someone I! i!ll houel t~muhlc and you hno\i that the real bowels are 
r i i ~ i c .  - idcxts of conipas~io~i .  gc'ntlcne\is. temperance. and 
so on . - -  ~ l icn  the c(>nd~tic>n \L i l l  >ield. 

".!nd lx hroi~glii him t'urth abroad, and said. Look no\\ t o ~ a r d  
Ile;~\cri. slid I L ~ I I  the \titrs. i t '  thou be able to iiuniber them: and he 
5:tiii i ~ n t o  hill:. So 3ll;ill thy seed be" (Cicn. 15: 5 i -  - that ib ,  according 
10 &~i~on, , i  mt.ioti. Tlic \i:!  1.5 :ire : t l \ t : t> \  ihc \) 111 bol ot* iie~iionstr:itio~i. 
I<cllierii twr t l ~ c  " \ ~ J I - \  i ~ :  the cl-o\+ n of' reioicing" ( S .  & H.  562: I6 - 17). 
.I'lw t \ \  el\ c V O I I <  ( I ! '  !:tc~\h. the t \ t e l \  c t rihc. o!' Israel. the ti\el\.c. 
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apostles, the twelve gates in Revelation-they are a11 symbols of 
demonstration. 

"And he believed in the Lord; and he counted i t  to him for 
righteousness" (Gen. 15: 6). True demonstration is always some- 
thing that is abiding; it is "counted" to us "for righteousness." 

From "Egypt" to "Euphrates" 

"And he said unto him, I am the Lord that brought thee out of 
Ur of the Chaldees, to ~ i v e  thee this land to inherit it. And he said, 
Lord God, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it? And he said 
unto him, Take me an  heifer of three years old, and a she goat of 
three years old, and a ram of three years old, and a turtledove, 
and a young pigeon" (Gen. 15: 7-9). These were symbols of the 
sixth day and the fifth day. 

"And he took unto him all these, and divided them in the midst, 
and laid each piece one against another: but the birds divided he 
not. And when the fowls came down upon the carcases, Abram 
drove them away. And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep 
fell upon Abram; and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon 
him. And he said unto Abrarn, Know of a surety that thy seed 
shall be a stranger in a land that is not their's, and shall serve them; 
and they shall afflict them four hundred years" (Gen. 15: 10--13). 
That "four hundred years" symbolizes the so-called calculus of 
materiality, but it is usually taken to mean that the Hebrews had 
to be in Egypt for  400 years. Now, whether they were there for 
50 years or 150 years, or whether they were there at all, is a great 
question. But Abraham was seeing that his seed,-that which he 
knew and demonstrated,-would have to meet the challenge of the 
so-called calculus of materiality. 

"And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and 
afterward shall they come out with great substance" (Gen. 15: 14). 
Always mortal mind is judged, and we come out of demonstration 
"with great substance." 

"And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried 
in a good old age. But in the fourth generation they shall come 
hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full. And it 
came to pass, that, when the sun \bent down. and it was dark, 
behold a smoking furnace, and a buri!in lamp that passed between 
those pieces. In the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, 
saying, Unto thy seed have 1 given this land, from the river of 
Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates" (Gen. 15: 15-18). 
The "river of Egypt" symbolizes the essence of mythology and 
superstition: Euphrate~ symbolizes "Divine Science" (see S. & H.  



585: 16-19). The \ision s l i o ~ c d  Ahruh;lni the infinite conipass of 
the spiritual ]dm,--that it would handle the problem of evil "from 
the ri\.er of Lgqpt," the heisht of necromancy and materiality and 
superstition, and lead to divine Science That  is mhat the Christ 
does: it "comes to the flesh to destroy incarnate error" (S. & H. 
583: 10-1 1 ), ~ n d  leads one into the realm of Science. 

KOM I \+ant you to hear the explanation nhich The  Clarendon 
Bible pikes 01' this:- 

What is specially remarkable, however, in this chapter is the presence 
of some of the most ad~anced religious ideas in the Old Testament side 
by side with thc description of a piece of magical ritual which must 
belong to the very early stages of Hebrew religion, although it survived 
in a rnodifii.ci form ac a cotenant ritual as late a\  the time of Jeremiah 
(cf. Jcr. 34: IS). As described in this chapter the ritual is performed 
at the orders o f  Jah\ch. Abraham is told to divide the bodies of three 
animals, a i ~ l f ,  a goat, and a ram, in two pieces. Abraham does so and 
lays the parts opposite one another; two birds, not divided, also form 
part of the ritual. Abraham sits by the pieces, scaring away the birds 
of prej., until dark. Then a supernatural sleep falls upon him, and he 
has a vision o f  Jal i~eh in the symbols of fire and smoke passing between 
the pieccs. I t  1s J a h ~ e h  H ho passes between the pieces because it is he 
\+ho bind, himself b> this ritual to perform thc cobenant ~ h i c h  immedi- 
ately follous thc description of the ritual. The passage in Jeremiah 
show5 tt7at it was the party passing between the ha l~es  of the victim 
who was hound by the ritual . . . 

But, sidc b\ side \vith this ancient piece of nisgical ritual, \ve have 
in v. 6 a conception uhich belongs t o  a very advrlnccd stage of prophetic 
religion. thc idea that man's righteousness ccmsists. not in fultilment of 
ritual or. moral requirements, but in the simple act of faith. 

The prL)plit.t\ 11st.d a \+ell-Lno\\n pag3nistic ritual ac a symbol: 
if you taAe i t  literally, it doesn't mean \cry much to you, but it' 
you see its s p ~ r ~ t u a l  signification, then 4ou can see its value as  part 
of  this ~ o n d e r f u l  ctory of Abrahani. 

Abraham i h  that in you uhich h n o ~ $ s  that God  i \  Soul and Soul 
is Mind. It operates to separate itself from that \i.hich is sensuality, 
-Lot. And >*et in Lot it also sees a great deal that it doesn't want 
to destro). Then cc~me\ the \iarSare in >our  thinking betbeen the 
carnal mind. o r  the so-called calculus of niateriality, and the five 
physical ,ensec. From this situation Lot is e\entually rescued. and 
then your \ 15ion of' God  a \  Soul find3 hlelcllizedek, the Christ-idea, 
and as  soon as it finds the Christ-idea it begins to be able t o  deal 
with every plmse of ekil "from the ri\er of Egypt unto the p e a t  
river. the r i ~ e r  Euphrates." because the C h r ~ s t  is "The dicine mani- 
fest;~ticm 01' ( h d ,  \itiich comes to the fleth to destroy incarnate 
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error" (S. & H. 583: 10-1 1). It is all a beautiful illustration, littlc 
by little, of your experience as you understand the nature of God as 
Soul, operating as infinite Mind, as the ideas of infinite Mind. 
Abraham is a symbol of that understanding which will bring you 
to Melchizedek, "without father, without mother, without descent, 
having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like 
unto the Son of God;" it will lead you "from the river of Egypt 
unto the great river, the river Euphrates;" it will enable you to see 
how under all circumstances, whatever the condition may be, the 
nature of God as Soul will identify all things and give you that 
spiritual understanding which is "faith in the divine Life and in 
the eternal Principle of being" (S. & H. 579: 10-ll), as Mrs. Eddy 
defines Abraham. 

A Revolutionary Study 

I have thought and thought about these things, and 1 come here 
and talk to you people about them, but all I can do is just to illustrate 
a few points in the story. What you people have to do is to take 
these things and make them your own-otherwise it would all be 
a waste of time. The demand for the verbatim reports of these 
talks is growing and growing and is spreading all over the world. 
This study of the Bible is going to revolutionize human thought. 
The spiritually scientific sense of the Bible is essentially original, 
for it came to Mrs. Eddy as a revelation, and you and I are beginning 
to see it, little by little. You and 1 are beginning to see that the 
Scriptures were written with the utmost consecration of thought 
by men who knew what they were doing, and did everything with 
two aims in view-primarily to show men how they could use the 
ideas of God, and secondarily to associate the spiritual idea with 
the Hebrew people and their history. 

If, as these talks go on, you people ponder all these things alone 
with God, and consecrate thought to them, and understand what 
they mean, then these talks will accomplish wonderful things. Nothing 
can save mankind to-day but the Bible. Nothing will bring men to an 
understanding of "Science and Health" but the Bible, because there 
is to-day a gap between the idiom of "Science and Health" and the 
man-in-the-street, and the Bible is the only way to fill the gap. The 
man-in-the-street knows something about the Bible, but trying to 
present "Science and Health" to him to-day, without the Bible, is 
a hopeless task. Everyone knows about the Bible. I f  we want to 
bring men to an understanding of the textbook, we must use the 
Bible. We shall never get world thousht at its present level to 
entertain the idiom of "Science and Health" except through the 
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Bible. It'  men come to the Bible, they wil l  see that the Science of 
the Bible is In "Science and Health." \!e h a ~ e  two textbooks, the 
Bible and "Science and Health"- -in that order. The may to "Science 
and Health" I \  the Bible. and when you get to "Science and Health," 
then "Science rind Health" will fulfil all things in the Bible and 
shou you the Science of the Bible. They must go hand-in-hand. 

U'e all h a ~ e  our struggles, and then something like this story of 
Abraham comes to us and helps us. As you look at the immensity 
of the task 01' getting Science to the man-in-the-street, for instance, 
yo11 urould snmetin~es falter, if it weren't for these stories which 
help you. You take a symbol like Abraham, and you see that God 
is Soul and that Soul always defines, and because Soul is infinitely 
defining God, tou see that you can hate spiritual understanding, 
and then jolt ;ire comforted. Jesus said, "Search the scriptures; for 
in them ye tblnh > e  h a ~ c  eternal life: and they are they ~ h i c h  testify 
of me" (John 5 : 79). A h  Mrs. Eddy say$, "Take away the spiritual 
signification (3t' Scripture, and that compilation can do no more for 
mortals t11;in c;in nioc>nbe:ims to rnclt a riter of ice" (S. & H. 241 : 
14-1 7 ) .  

In the stor> ol' Abraham you can see h o i ~  God defines Himself, 
because t Ic I \  Soul, and how that comes to you as spiritual under- 
standing. A'nral~am started out from Ur of the Chaldees, but his 
first mistake uas to stop in Haran, ivhere Terah died; Abraham 
had the vi\iorl and Terah couldn't stand the pace. And then they 
came into the land of Canaan, and Abraham saw that he had to 
separate himself from his relationship with the Lot proposition, 
a l thou~h he wanted to sake what was good in that relationship. He 
didn't sa\.e Ii~m in the long run, but he tried. And then he saw the 
glory of < i d ,  the calculu~ of reality. and the uay to handle evil. 
You and I lice in the scientific age and the Christ-idea is manifesting 
itself ah Science. ?'he counterfeit of i t  is material science, but I feel 
that material science is the Lot of to-day. 1 don't want to destroy 
Lot, because I think that the fellow who is going to help us to-day 
is the ph~~sical scientist-he is honest and he is a thinker. We don't 
want to deltroy Lot: u e  want to save Lot. because he can be of 
great serbice to us. 

Now, just take this story and put it into your own experience. 
Sometimes \t hen you start to go out to seek a city,-the only city, 
the kingdom of God,-and things don't seem to be too easy, 
phjsicallj, mentally, or spiritually, just think about this story, and 
then you ~ 1 1 1  be Abraham and Abraham will be in you in the 
eternal "non." The climax will come when you begin to under- 
stand the nature of God as Soul, when >ou see that God is infinite 
Soul, and t t u t  Soul r.c.tlccts itselt'as Mlrid. i t \  thinking, as spiritual 
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understanding, as idea, power, revelation, crextion, and so on. 
Think on these things. Let them abide with you. Be Abraham and 
let Abraham be you. The story of Abraham is only a symbol: it 
isn't historical fact. The basis ol" it is an understanding of God as 
Soul, which defines infinitely and divinely, and that comes to you 
and to me as spiritual understanding, and I don't know anything 
in all the world more valuable than spiritual understanding. 

Before we come to the end of this third period, we shall be 
Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, and so on. We shall have to be 
all those patriarchs, because they are all just symbols. When you 
learn music or mathematics, you want to know all about it, and as 
you know it, it is you and you are it. And so, as you understand 
these wonderful symbols, and what they mean, you will be them, 
and "henceforth know we no man after the flesh: . . . if any man 
be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away;  
behold, all things are become new" (IT Cor. 5 :  16, 17). 



From Ishmael's Birth to the 
Destruction of Sodom 

I'he Continuity of the Story 
Nois,. renicrnher that the u.onder of this story is the continuity 

of it. Ihn ' t  h i e  :L sense of i t  in sections. It' > o u  begin to under- 
stand the tla)i ol'crcrition, then the minute . o u  begin to understand 
something 0 1 '  the nature of the first day 01' Xlind, you understand 
something ot' rhc nature of every day. because you're looking at the 
se\m day3 of' cre:ition from the aspect of ILlind. I t  is all one. And 
so when conic to Spirit, you're lookins at the \thole thing 
from the aspt'c't of' Spirit, the second day. and 3s you come to Soul 
you're looking a t  thc st.Lren days from the ;ispcct 01' Soul, and so on. 
M'hen a smiill buy begins :irithriietic, lit? learns that 1 - . -  I - 2;  
he may only hncw I and 2, but he is usins the crilculus of arithmetic 
to some extent. Noif,. there is one divine infinite crilculus, a four- 
dimensional c:ilculus. and its numerals are the se\.en days of creation, 
or 11 sevenf;lld n~imer:il of thought. The minute you touch this 
~\onderful stiJry, don't limit it, becai~sc the minute you touch nu!. 
aspect ot' it. you're besinning to touch the w.hok thing. There is 
only the one >tory. 

We hr i~c .  swn h o \ v  these symbols, the days o f  creation, are illus- 
trated in the thou\;\nd-year periods throughout the Bible. and 
\ye have seen that although the o\.ertone of the Adam story is Mind, 
the tirst day. and the overtone of the S o r ~ h  story is Spirit, the second 
day, yet ttic tones of the other days of cre~rtion and the tones of the 
Word, the C'llrist. Christir~nity, and Science enter in all the time. 
For instance. Abraham was told to look "north\vrrrd, and south- 
ward, 2nd ei~stward. and west\+.rird" (Gen. 13: 13)-he saw the 
divine infinite calcul~~s in some measure. F ~ y t h i n g  in the third 
period ot' Rihle hi.;tory is presented t'rnm thc aspect 01' Soul, but 
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remember that there is always the one story,-the story of the 
infinite. There is only one Being, all the being there is, and so we're 
always considering the infinite. Mrs. Eddy says that "all true thoughts 
revolve in God's orbits: they come from God and return to Him" 
(Mis. 22: 16-18), and so the only thing that is ever going on is the 
circulation or the activity of God's own ideas. That is all that is 
ever going on. Science has categories, as every science has categories, 
but don't put it into one category and think "That's the whole 
thingv-it isn't. All the categories reflect each other for the purpose 
of giving you a sense of the One. Every one of the symbols used in 
the Bible-and it would be difficult to think of anything that wasn't 
used as a symbol in the Bible-is a symbol for the purpose of taking 
thought back to that which we call God, the nature of which is 
divine Principle, Life, Truth, and Love. And so, in considering 
the Science of the Bible, let's remember that it is all one story. 

The Period of Identity 

Remember that the tone of the third period as a whole, the third 
thousand years of the Bible, corresponding to the third day of 
creation, is definiteness and identity. In the third day of creation 
Soul is symbolized by definiteness: as a numeral of consciousness 
Soul is symbolized in the third day by identity. Take that whole 
period, and you see how Abraham identified God as creator,-as 
Mind; Jacob identified God as the real, the pure, the substantial, 
the only,-as Spirit; Moses identified Cod at first as the I AM,  

the everlasting, the changeless, the one identity,-as Soul; then 
he identified God in the Commandments as expressing Himself to 
some extent through system,-as Principle; and then Soul was 
seen as Life, when the individuality of the Hebrew people was 
identified, and their home (their consciousness, their thought) was 
identified as the Promised Land. The tones are simply perfect. 

Historical Theories 

In considering the third thousand years of the Bible, remember 
that the Jahweh document, which was really the basis of the Old 
Testament, asserts that the history of the Hebrew people began in 
this period. The Hebrew writers were far too intelligent to think 
that Adam originated the Hebrew race; they knew that Adam and 
Noah were just myths. The Jahnzeh document, whlch was written 
in about 850 B.c. ,  maintains that the history of the Hebrew nation 
really started with Abraham. On the other hand the Elohistic 
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One more point should bc mcntioncd Ilerc. I t  concer~is  thc relation 
bet\vc.cn ttic group of s;ig;tc crwt;lincd in Genc\is and the cyclc of \.loses 
ragas cc~nt:iinr:d i l l  the reniaining bool\\ of thr: Pentateuch. The under- 
lying ; is~unl i~t ion of the \loses sag1 i \  that the call of Israel dates froni 
the tirnc (71' the F.g>ptian hondngc (cf. Hos. 1 1 : I ) ,  while thc tradition 
which tlic J.ih\i\[ I*; u\ing iri the .Abrali:inl ugi t  represents the call of 
Israel :I.; going h:ick tc) J a h ~ c h ' s  call of :\hrah~inl out of Xlesopotamia. 
In the J , i w t ~  yLig;l the rlciotlnt of the conquest of Shechem by the tribes 
of Lcvi an(l Sirncon. ;I\ ic.cll as the stor? of Judah's relations with the 
inhatxlant.; 01' ('anaan. shcw the esisttncc of ;in e a r l  tradition which 
did not in i 'udc the F g p t i a n  \c,iourn. and pre,c.nt the picture of an 
ortg~niil ;icJ ~ ' o ~ i t i ~ l i ~ o i ~ s  settlement of C'a1i;i;ln by thc Hebrews. O n  
thc other k , ~ n c i ,  the original form of the Jloscs saga, before it became 
a n a t i o ~ u l  tri~dition, reprcwntcd the Israelites as a small group o f  
A r a m a t ~ n  .!t)c.h (cf. Dcut. 26: 5. K.C..  mg.) \\hich settled in E g ~ p t ,  
Ixcanie cn~ i , i i cd  there. rccci\cd the call of Jah\.ch through Moses, 
adopted Jali\ch as  their God. conclucrcci ('anaan and settled there. 

The \:iOll<i point is that the aniazing gap in the t rd i t ion .  covering 
tllc nholc 01' thc t - p p t ~ ~ t n  4ojourn. contirms the \.iew suggested above 
(p. 63). t1i;it the h s i s  of the I%nt:rtci~ch a \  M C  have i t .  apart  from the 
Icg~\Iati\.c ~i~;ltcri;iI. c \ ~ i l r ~ s t ~  (11' 11iain group, c\I'tt-adition \+hich arose 
111 trio d~tfc'r-cnt region\ and exi\ted in i~ldeptnde~lcc  of one another until 
they \\ev'r: ! ~ r o i ~ g h t  togcthcr t;> thc Iiistor~ans of the ninth ccntury and 
uniticd In rl:c rnarincr already . ;~lgg~i tcd.  One of these groups u a s  the 
q c l c  of t r.;tclitions cc11trcc1 in  the tigurs of  'Iloscs and sonccrned with 
the ESuodt~\. the uildcrncss sojourn. arjd the cc\nquest of Canaan. The  
other \ + ; I \  rllc ~ c l c  of traditions about the patrt,irchs. implying a con- 
t in i~ou\  \ojourn In Canaan. unbrohcn h) such a g,ip as  the 430 )ears 
o f  the i o j o ~ l r n  in Fglpt  in\xjlvcs. I t  is bcc;ti~sc wr: ;ire SO familirir with 
the pt tcr i !  of  rhc hi,;or> ;i\ con\ti t i~tcd b! tlic ~ c l d i n g  together or t h c x  
t ~ o  i>clc \  h! thc ar; 01'thc m~r ra to r  that n c  d o  not reirlize thc cuistcnce 
c ~ f  the inlniciiic g ~ p  i l l  thc tradition anc! thc signiticancc of that gap. 



A Summary of the Five Tones of Soul 

We've got to remember that this third period is the period of 
definiteness. Tt corresponds to the third day of creation-"Let the 
dry land appear" (Gen. 1 : 9). 

Now let's just run over for a minute the conclusions we arrived 
at about the third day of creation and its five tones. You will 
remember that we saw that Soul as Mind is that which defines and 
which comes to you and to me as spiritual understanding. There 
never was a clearer illustration in the whole of the Bible history of 
things becoming definite (after the mistiness of the Adam story and 
the story of the flood of human theories) than the story of Abraham. 
Mrs. Eddy puts great emphasis on Abraham's spiritual understand- 
ing. So Soul as Mind is illustrated in the story of Abraham; all 
through that story G o d  was defining Himself to Abraham, and that 
came to Abraham as spiritual understanding. 

Then you come to the story of Jacob in the second part of the 
third period, illustrating Soul as Spirit, and there is naming and 
blessing. No period in the whole of Bible history is more a period 
of naming and blessing. "Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, 
but Israel" (Gen. 32: 38); see how that name has stood through 
the ages. And what does it mean'? It gives the sense of ruling with 
God and thus brings about blessing. 

And then you come to the third part of the third period, illustrating 
Soul as Soul, where Moses called God I A M  THAT I AM. AS you 
k n o ~ l ,  at this point in the order  o f  the  days of  creation the  tone  
changes from the Word sense,-the Word in  its own office,-and 
becomes the Word reflecting the Christ; it changes from Mind, 
Spirit, and Soul to Soul, Principle, and Life. We epitomized Soul 
as Soul as identity, the infinite identity, which brings forth trans- 
lation. Look at the translation in this third period: the coming 
out of Egypt, the translation of the sense of God out of one among 
many gods into the one God, the T A M  THAT I AM, and the identifica- 
tion of the Hebrew people as the children of Tsrael. Because of the 
one identity, infinite translation from the human to the divine is 
always taking place. 

And so you come to the fourth part of the third period, illus- 
trating Soul as Principle. Moses gave the Commandments, represent- 
ing the rule of Soul. What has ever in the whole of human history 
so symbolized the rule of right as the Commandments? Even 
to-day our law and government are based on the Commandments. 
The minute you have a sense of divine rule, it begins to come to 
you as real gender,-that is, as the true identity of every idea. We 
saw that gender is infinite-there aren't just two gendcrs. I f  God, 



the infinite. lins gender, then gender must be infinite. Etwy one 
of God's ideas has a gender (which means "kind" or "sort") of 
its oum. That is \i hy \i.c are ;ill uedded to each (3thtlr. The Com- 
mandments nre concerned not only \ i i t h  the scs-problem, ~rhich is 
a comparati~cly sn~all matter. but also ~ , i t h  the relationship of 
man to God. man to man, and Lvith government and Iriw. And so 
you see the di\ine rule making itself manifest as true gender.-as 
the true gendcr o f  men and nations and of all things. 

Finally you conie to the last part of the third period, illustrating 
Soul as Lift.. The children of Israel entered the Promised Land,-- 
that state of' consciousness ~ h i c h  they had al~vays yearned for. 
It is a symbol of the immortality of the di~.ine coming to mankind 
as  resurrected thousht. 

%ow just consider the development of the spiritual idea in the 
third period. First of all there is defining; things become definite. 
Then there i 5  naming: as you begin to define somebody. you name 
him. Then t h a t  culminrites in identity. And \\.hen you see the true 
identity of a n y t h i n g  you get a sense 01' its rule. And then you begin 
to get 3 sensc ~ 1 '  its immortality. Those ideas all express the numeral 
of Soul. 

&OM take SLJUI as a day of creation: first of all conies spiritual 
understanding. and the minute you hn\.e spiritual understanding 
you are blessed. and the minute you are blessed there is translation. 
"Metaphysic.; resol\.es things into thoughth, and exchanges the 
ob-iects of sense for the ideas of Soul" (S.  R: 11. 269: 14-16): the 
third period \\as a ~ionderful period of translation-the name 
' -Hebre~s"  \bas exchanged for the "children o f  Israel." the God 
who itas one vt' many gods was exchanged f e r  the I A M  THAT I 
AM, and thc nilderness w.as exchanged for the Promised Land. 
I t  kvas a period \$.hen the Word sense. the seeking to tind God, 
became the tinding of God: the \+'ord sense ivas translated into the 
Christ sense. 

That translation is always conling to you and me, and "if any 
man be in Christ. he is r l  new creature" ( I 1  Cor. 5 :  17). So you begin 
to see that >oi l  ;ire not a corporeality, a sex-proposition. a mortal 
man born to die, and so on. You begin to see your true gender, 
your true identity. Y'ou begin to see that a11 God's ideas have infinite 
gender.-kind or sort. Every one of God's ideas has a different 
gender. a ditt'erent diversification, classification, and individualiza- 
tion, because I!' the infinite had made any t~vo  ideas alike in any 
detail, then the infinite ~vould have duplicated and would have 
ceased to be the infinite. And that is why Lve are all wedded to each 
other from ewrhsting to et.erlasting. M'e all need each other, because 
each one o f  11s euprccces the infinite i n  :I ditkrent u n y .  The minute 
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you understand that true gender, that sense of yourself as God's 
idea, existing "before Abraham was" as an idea in Mind, incorporeal, 
perfect, immortal, eternal, indestructible, your thought begins to be 
resurrected. 

So there is the perfect sequence of spiritual understanding, blessing, 
translation, true gender, and resurrection. That is what we are going 
to study in this third period, as it is symbolized through Abraham, 
Jacob, Moses, and so on. They were all ill~~strations of the eternal 
"now" of reality. There isn't any place but infinity. There isn't any 
time but the eternal "now." Historically, these stories are as in- 
accurate as they can be. The men who wrote them didn't set great 
store by whether they were historically accurate or not. Meta- 
physically, they are of the vastest importance to mankind, because 
they tell mankind how to understand and use the eternal "now" 
of reality, of Life, Truth, and Love. 

In this third period they no longer symbolize the things of God 
by using myths like the Adam story and the Noah story, but they 
now begin to symbolize them through saga or folk-lore. Nobody 
to-day really regards these sagas as accurate history, but their 
deep spirituality is simply beyond words. 

As The Companion Bible says, "Genesis is the seed-plot of the 
whole Bible." A schoolmaster, who teaches the Science of the 
Bible, has sent us some of the children's exercise books. One of 
his boys called the days of creation the plan of the Bible, and that's 
a very good name for them. The days of creation working in the 
divine infinite calculus are the plan of the Bible. Now that we've 
got our tools, the Bible becomes an open book to us. We can see 
exactly what this third thousand-year period from Abraham up to 
the time of the Promised Land really does mean. It means starting, 
as we have seen, with definiteness, which comes to you and to me 
as spiritual understanding. That develops into naming, which 
comes to you and me as blessing. And then that develops into identity. 
What does identity mean? It means identification with divine 
Principle, identification with God. And out of that sense of true 
identity comes translation. Then you get the rule of Soul in Principle, 
and that comes to you and to me as our own true gender, our 
own true diversification, classification, and individualization. Then 
we begin to touch the hem of immortality and our thought is resur- 
rected. That is what the third period means to 11s now. 

Now surely you need definiteness in spiritual matters and you 
need spiritual understanding. You need the divine naming, and 
you need the blessing that comes from it;  you need the divine 
naming to deliver you from the belief that Adam names all things, 
from mortal naming. You need identity with God, and you need 
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translation, in u hich the mortal disappears and the immortal becomes 
apparent. \I'OLI need a scnsc of the rule ot' Soul ;is Principle, H here 
you begin to find your own true gender, your oun true kind or sort, 
in er.ery deta~l. nhere >ou begin to find u.hat God has made you. 
.And you need to touch the hem of immortality and )our thought 
needs to be resurrected. 

Abraham Had Touched the Divine Infinite Calculus 

I just want to run back with you over the story of Abraham 
as far as H.e h 3 w  gone, and I want to try and give you a sense of 
the \~rirrntti and the 5pirituality and the oneness and the continuity 
of the story. I \+ant you to see this Abraham story as one symbol 
that is mnrvAla~s bqond  ~ , o r d s .  The development of it, its perfect 
sequence, is just \~oridt.rful. This story of the Biblc is something living 
and ~ i t a l ;  it ~Iiows you  Iiou to lay hold on immortality, identity, 
resurrection. I t  is Immanuel, "God with us." It shows yo11 how 
to underst~ind the infinite intelligently through the infinite ideas 
w,hich express it. Those infinite ideas are t i~re~.er  operating in a cal- 
culus of i~itinity and divinity, and they can be understood and 
utilized throush numerals of thought, just a s  you can understand 
and utilize the numerrils in mathematics. 

You uill remember that Terah, Abraham's father, came out 
of Ur of the CI:ddees ivith three others. I w a n t  you to notice that 
particularl). because "four" as a symbol occurs again and n p i n  
in the Bible. Tsrah came out, and with him Here Abraham, and 
Abraham's ~v~fk.  and Lot (see Gen. I 1  : 31). .4s a matter of fact, 
i t  is quite ctident that many more of them must have come out, 
because just a t'w. chapters later jrou read of how a company of 
Abraham's scrL.ants trained in his own house \vent out to fight for 
him (see Gcn. 14: 14). \Vhy do they only mention four'? Because 
i t  is a symbol. and means that Abraham had touched the divine 
calculus. If you were a small boy learning mathematics and you 
knew that I -. 1 2. you would hai.e touched the calculus. Abra- 
ham had tcluched the di\.ine calculus, and s o  lit. \ias forced to come 
out of Cr c.f the C-haldecs. 

The meaniny of the word Terah is "delxy." Terah seemed to be 
the moving spirit at tirst, probably because of the belief of a_ce and 
parenthood. but Tcrah could only go so far and no further. He _cot 
to Haran and there he stayed until he died. 

"Sow the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out ot' thy country, 
and from thy hindred. and from thy Sather's house, unto a land 
that I bill sheti. thee" ((;en. 12:  1 ) .  To-day Truth is sayin? to you. 
"Come out 01'  lliis belief' of niort~ility. L t x r n  iinliiortalitj~." You  
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know that it was said of Abraham that "he looked for a city which 
hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God" (Heb. 1 1  : 10). 
The city foursquare has foundations and that is what he was seeking 
-the divine infinite calculus, the calculus of God's ideas forever 
going on and expressing itself and developing itself. And so Abraham 
heard the call, because that calculus was operating. Terah couldn't 
take it. It is evident that the vision was Abraham's, not Terali's, 
because the Lord spoke to Abraham and not to Terah. 

And then there is a lovely statement: "and they went forth to 
go into the land of Canaan; atd into tllc Imd of '  Catmarl tllejj came" 
(Gen. 12: 5)-they meant business. There u r a s  no Terah there,- 
no delay. Ask yourself today :  are you a Terah or are you an Abra- 
ham? Do you play with this thing,-the only thing that can save 
mankind, the scientific story of the Bible? Are you going to stay 
in Haran till you die, or are you going somewhere? Abraham got 
somewhere, and that is why we all nerd to know a b o ~ ~ t  Abraham. 
Abraham is a living symbol. "And they went forth to go into the 
land of Canaan: and into the land of Canaan they cameM-there 
was no stopping them. 

And then comes the story of how Abraham went icto Canaan: 
"And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of 
Beth-el, and pitched his tent, having Beth-el on the west, and Hai 
on the east: and there he builded an altar unto the Lord, and called 
upon the name of the Lord. And Abraham journeyed, going on 
still toward the south" (Gen. 12: 8, 9). Here's an interesting thing 
tha t  somebody pointed out t o  me: Abraham was ~ o i n g  south,  
but if you are coming from the north, the symbol of the Word, you 
can only go south, whether you go east or west or south. From 
the North Pole, whichever direction you take, you are going south 
anyway. Abraham had touched the Word of God, the creative 
sense. Through Soul he had identified God as the divine Mind, the 
creator. He uras coming from the Word sense, and so he was always 
p i n g  south,-towards a sense of the Christ, Christianity, and 
Science. Abraham "builded an  altar unto the Lordv-there is no 
doubt whatever that Abraham went up to a "high place," w11ere 
the oak and the turpentine tree were worshipped, and there he built 
an altar to Cod alongside of the other altars. 

I want you to see the development of this story. Abraham started 
with Terah and with Lot and with his wife. Tera!? delayed him, 
and then Lot hindered him in many ways, as we shall see. The 
Lot in us is always hinderins you and me; remember that Lot is a 
symbol of the sensual side of man's nature, just as Abraham is a 
symbol of the spiritual side of man's nature and Abraham's wife 
a cymbol of the ideal to which he was wedded. Nobody knows 
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whether there uac ever an Abraham or n Lot. The historians don't 
believe that t h y  really existed: they think that they are symbols 
of tribes' mo\.emcnts. N ' c  know to-day that they are symbols of 
ideas. Mrs. kddy defines "Abraham" as "Fidelity: faith in the 
divine Life ;ind in the etern:il Principle of being. This patriarch 
illustrated the purpose of Love to create trust in good, and showed 
the life-preserking poMper of spiritual understanding" (S. & H. 
579: 10-14). Sow,  w,hat does it matter to you whether Abraham 
existed 3s 3 Ilistorical person or not'? It ninhes no difference what- 
ever. But it '  .4braham is a symbol that enables you to understand 
fidelity. t h i ~ t  y i ~ ~ e s  yo11 "friitli in the di~tine Life cind in the eternal 
Principle of heing," that enables you  to understand the "purpose 
of Love" to "crc:ite trust in good." and that shows you "the life- 
preserving pmwr of spiritual understnnding." a symbol of the 
l i k i n ~  pre\enct. of God. then the $tory of' Ahrahnm is of  the greatest 
moment to ) ' O L I .  

Down into E p p t  

Then. you ~ v i l l  renieniber, there \\as ii frlrnine and Abraham 
went dov. n into Eg) pt, M hich to the Hebrew always represented 
mysticism. clarkness, and ignorance. The minute Abraham w.ent 
down into I:r.\,pt. he got into trouble. He hegnn to lie. He uas 
afraid. (See (  en. 12: 9-20.) Often people ha\.e an ideal, but N hen 
they get i 1 i t ~ 7  an ntrnoiphere that is inimical to i t ,  they say, "I'd better 
soft-peda' arid cay that I am just interested in it." Like Abraham, 
they say, "It's not my wife, it's only my sister." Just compare the 
Abraham rt;lte ot' consciousness, going do\in into E g p t  through 
fear ot' famine. and the Moses state ot' consciousness, going down 
into Egypt to  deli\.er the children of Israel. bringing them through 
the ~vilderness for forty years, and feeding and sustaining them- 
\+hat :i ditkrence there was! Time and ripin \\,e do  ;is Abraham did. 
Through t-ear ~ t e  soft-pedal on our ideal ti hen ~e are in an atmo- 
sphere that 1 4  not too t'riendlj., :lnd we say. "Oh wll, 1 am not as 
deep11 intercited as all that." But Abrahani c;imt. out of' Esypt. as 
b e  ;ill ha\e ro. tit. didn't stay long. ".And Abrahani went up out of 
F g p t .  lie. arid his \iit'c, and all that he had, and Lot with him. 
into the w ~ ~ t h ' '  ((;en. I!: 1 ). t-lc c;ime up out of darkness and 
ignorance ; i rd  mqitici\rn. and he had \\ it11 h im his ideal and lie also 
had Lot. thc sensual side of his nature. And >,ou know \\ell how we 
all do  that. CI e g o  down into Eg\pt : i d  sot't-pedal on our ideal. and 
then we conits hack out of Egypt. because we haim' t  accomplished 
anything. and \ \ . t . '~e got our i d e ~ ~ l  with uc. hut the sencurll side of 
our nature is ; ~ l i o  ctill  nith us. 



1 want you to see how this story develops-the coming out with 
Terah, the stalling in Haran, and then "into the land of Canaan 
they came," and then the going down into Egypt. It is all a matter 
of symbols to show men how to understand and use the ideas of 
God. 

Separation From Lot 

"And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold. . . . 
And Lot also, which went with Abram, had flocks, and herds, and 
tents" (Gen. 13: 2, 5). Yes, the sensual side of our nature always 
has flocks of thought and "herds" and "tents." "And the land 
was not able to bear them, that they might dwell together" (Gen. 
13 : 6). The time comes when each one of us has to face the question : 
is this the spiritual, or is it the material ? They can't dwell together. 
"That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born 
of the Spirit is spirit" (John 3 : 6). The time comes in every experience 
when we have to take a stand: is the Abraham or the Lot in me 
going to be dominant'? 

"And there was a strife between the herdmen of Abram's cattle 
and the herdmen of Lot's cattle . . . And Abram said unto Lot, 
Let there be no strife, 1 pray thee, between me and thee" (Gen. 
13: 7, 8). Well, you remember the story. Abraham said, "If thou 
wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou depart 
to the right hand, then 1 will go to the left" (Gen. 13: 9). Abraham 
had a vision of definiteness and identity; the God he knew was 
always defining Himself, and that came to him as spiritual under- 
standing. So he knew that this issue was in divine hands. As you 
remember, Lot chose the plain-it looked easy. "And Lot lifted 
up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was well 
watered every where,"-the Lot in us always likes things easy and 
diluted,-"before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even 
as the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, as thou comest 
unto Zoar" (Gen. 13: 10). It wasn't a symbol of anything good or 
the Hebrew prophets would never have described it as "like the land 
of Egypt," because to them the land of Esypt was the last word in 
darkness, mysticism, and ignorance. 

"Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan: and Lot journeyed 
east:"-against the line of light:-"and they separated themselves 
the one from the other" (Gen. 13 : 1 1). They couldn't stay together- 
the Abraham and the Lot in us never can. So Abraham separated 
himself from Lot: Abraham, that which was spirit~~al understanding 
and trust in good, separated itself from Lot, the sensual side of man's 
nature. 
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"l.mk from the Place V'herc Tho11 ,Art" 

"And the L.ord slid unto Abram. after  hat Lot \\;IS beparated 
from him, Lit't up rio~t. thine eyes, and look from the place where 
thou art nc?rth\.inrd. rind southivard, and eastnxrd, rind u.est\vard" 
(Gen. 13: 141, "Look from the place ~ h s r e  thou art"-Abraham 
had got sonie\ilicre. because he had separated himself from Lot, 
and nou lie ti) glimpse the divine infinite calculus. "North- 
~ ~ 3 r d .  and south~; i rd ,  and eastnard, and nestward" symbolizes 
that calculus. "fior all the land i+.hich thou seest, to thee ~ i . i l l  I give 
it, and to thy wed L)r e\,er. And I will makc thy seed as the dust 
of t h e  earth: so t h a t  i f '  3 man can number the dust of the earth, 
then shall th)  heed also be numbered" ((;en. 1.3: 15, 16)-it tvas 
infinity he saw. 

"Arise, hall\ through the land in the Icngth ot'it and in the breadth 
of it; for 1 \ \ i l l  ~ i k e  it unto thee. Thcn Abram removed his tent. 
and came ;111J di\elt in the plain ot' S~lamre" ((;en. 13: 17, 18). 
It is perti.c:ly c i  idctlt that Abraham \\as not mcrir?t to ~t.alk throuyh 
the length i ind  brendth ot' the land ph>sic;tll~. hecause he stayed just 
where he uLls rn Ilarnre for ri long time. H u t  L+ hen the spiritual 
idea comes tc jou, ) u u  look up and see that from e\.crlasting to ever- 
lasting the intinite \ l i d  that men c:ill God has an infinite calculus ot' 
ideas, the symbol  01' \ihich has alt\;iy> been the thur points of the 
compass. T.ic north represents the U'ord, the apprcuch to God; the 
east represents the C'lir~st, the conling of' the rne5s:ise from God ti) 
man: the south rt.prcscnts(.'hristianity, the utilization of that message: 
and the v\e\t rcprcscnt.; Science. the being 01' the \i hole thins. N'e 
are learning to \\ : i lk through the land north. south, e a t ,  and ~ c s t .  
N ' e  are learnir;g to ~riilli through the kind ot' the eternal  no^,," 
through the "city nhich Iiath f;>i~nd;itic)ns."---[hiit which n r i s  
synibolized at O I W  time by the Promised Land and Inter by the 
citj. f'oursqunrc.. 

The U'arfare of the Kings 

And tlieri > o u  conic to that fo~~rteenth chapter ~vith ~ ih ich  the 
historian.; are \o ple:\scd, because they think that it is the only 
chapter of an)  historical ~x lue .  but their attempts to show \+hat 
is historicall> true Ltrc just amusing! This chapter describes the 
warfare betuew four Lings and tii.e kings. I t  is a symbol of the 
warfare which ;il\\aq.s takes place u,hen lrou bcsin to see the fact 
of the d i ~ i n e  infinite calculus and how l'ou can use it to some extent. 
The cc?rr.al mind. the so-called calculus 01' materialit)., nars w.ith the 
fi\.e physic;il wnies: the carnal mind wem\ to p i n  the adbantage 
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in mortal experience, as it is bound to do, because the five physical 
senses are only the outcome of the carnal mind. 

Then a wonderful thing happens and it happens to all of us. 
In this fight between the so-called calculus of materiality (repre- 
sented by the four kings) and the five physical senses (represented 
by the five kings), Lot is immersed. The sensual side of your nature 
gets "beaten up," and then the Abraham in you has to come to its 
rescue. And so Abraham came to the rescue of Lot, and it says 
that he rescued him with 318 men. The Century Bible says that it 
only means that Abraham went out with a troop under Eliezer. 
You remember how Abraham said to God that he had no heir and 
that Eliezer was his heir (see Gen. 15: 2, 3); Eliezer was therefore 
a very vital fact in Abraham's experience. Well, Abraham rescued 
Lot, as spiritual sense always does rescue whatever is worth saving 
even in the sensual side of your nature. 

Melchizedek 

"And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine:" 
-Truth and inspiration:-"and he was the priest of the most 
high God. And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the 
most high God, possessor of heaven and earth . . . And he [Abraham] 
gave him tithes of all" (Gen. 14: 18-20). At that point Abraham 
had a vision of the Christ through Melchizedek, that which is 
"without father, without mother, without descent, having neither 
beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of 
God" (Heb. 7: 3). He began to see the Christ. What was that Christ'! 
It was consciousness. And the record says that Abraham rendered 
to that Christ-consciousnsss a tenth of all that he had,-that is, 
he saw its application to the human. He saw that Christ is "The 
divine manifestation of God, which comes to the flesh to destroy 
incarnate error" (S. & H. 583: 10-1 1). 

You see how this story develops from the start with Terah, the 
delay, eventually coming into the land of Canaan, then the whole 
story of going down into Egypt, the return from Egypt, the separa- 
tion from Lot, and the warfare, to the vision of the Christ. The whole 
thing is just the most wonderful symbol of the development in 
your thought of the scientific fact of definiteness arriving at spiritual 
understanding. It is accurate, sequential, and scientific. Nobody 
could have given this wonderful symbol but the great prophets. 
It's as if you're watching a play. Now, ~ O L I  go to the theatre and you 
watch a lot of people come on a stage and develop an idea through 
certain characters: what is the ditt'erenctl bet~sxxn a play and this 
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story'! Only that the idea developed by th i5  >tory is vaster and of 
deeper signilicancc. I t  is a story through M hich mankind can scientific- 
ally learn the value of the third day of creation-"Let the dry land 
appear" (Gen. I : 9), Let there be definiteness in spiritual things, 
coming to u4 as exact. wientific. spiritual understanding. And so you 
are just watching the unfolding of a play. These great prophets took 
~ . h n t  \\.as supposed to be the history of mankind, told through myth 
and saga, and they tried to tie it up with the Hebrew people, because 
they felt that t he  development of the spiritual idea had to be associ- 
ated w ith the Hebrew people. 

So Abriih,ini comes to thc point uherc hc .;ws Melchizedek, 
--N here he sccs the nun of God's creating. He iias seeking it  before: 
now he is finding it .  and moreover he promises to apply it to the 
human. !bIr.;. 1-.ddy says that Christ is "The divine manifestation 
of <;od.~liic.li to the flesh to destroy incarnate error"(S. & H. 
58-3: 10- 1 I ). \ I*c) i~  ne\er gct any destruction of error until you come 
to some scri>c' of tlic Christ. Your sense of the Lb'ord will analyze the 
situation for \ou. hut 1 . o ~  don't get any dcstruction of error until 
you cornc to the Christ. Mrs. Eddy sa>.s, "Hold perpetually this 
thought,--tliat i t  is the spiritual idea, the Holy Ghost and Christ, 
w.hich cnahlcs you  to demonstrate. ~ i t h  scientific certainty, the 
rule of healing. based upon its divine Principle, Love, underlying, 
o\,erlyin?. and encornpxsing all true being" (S .  & H. 496: 15-19). 
I f  your sensc 01' the bVord docsn't culminate in the Christ. then you 
don't gct r1n) dcs~ru~t ion  of error. In Christianity you have the use 
of spiritual ~.nl[lcs. In Scicnce thought r~rri\.es at thc point where 
i t  sees that t'rom e\.erlasting to e~vrlacting the only thing that is 
true is tht rcal. 2 . -  2 have alnaqs been 3, and 5 . 5 have always 
been 10. 

"At'tcr thew things the w.ord of the Lord ciimc unto Abram 
i n  a \.ision, ~aying, F a r  not. Abram: I am thy shield. and thy 
exceding gr-cat rcw 3rd" (Gen. 15: 1 ). I'ou get a lovely sense there 
of \\,hat 1i.c knew as the sakty of Soul. We h a ~ e  talked a lot about 
safety in Soul. 11'\,ou bcgin to understand this third day of creation, 
-"Let the dry 1md app~ar"  (Let things be cldinite, let there be 
spiritual ~~nJerstar~ding).-you begin to gct the most wonderful 
sense of safcr>,. l 'ou begin in your oum experience to find that the 
things j.ou Iovc arc sat>. bcc;iu~e they arc definite. That safety.- 
that detinitt.r~t.ss,-c.uI~iin:ites in identity u,ith God, and then that 
leads to :I >trlse of immortality and resurrection. So you and I 
to-day tkcl that this thins that u.e lo\.e, the Science of the spiritual 
idea. is s:iSe. bt'criuse \\.t' understand Soul. It' \vt. only understood a 
little of Mind and Spirit, it would not he sat;.. 11' we only understood 
a little of tlic \$'old arid nothing ol'thc (I'liribl. ~t nould not bc sat?. 

1-18 



Nothing is ever fundamentally safe until you understand the plan, 
the ideal, the Christ. 

Born of Our Own Understanding 

"And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, 
lo, one born in my house is mine heir. And, behold, the word of the 
Lord came unto him, saying, This shall not be thine heir: b~ l t  he 
that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir" 
(Gen. 15: 3, 4). Abraham had seen the Christ, the divine ideal; 
he had seen that divine Principle, Life, Truth, and Love, is forever 
translating itself through Soul, Spirit, and Mind to the point of 
your identity and my identity and the identity of every idea in the 
world. And so Abraham, having seen that, saw that he would have 
seed and that it would be born of his own understanding. That 
measure of the Christ which comes to you will bring forth seed, 
but that seed must come out of your own loins, your own under- 
standing. Others may help you or encourage you or inspire you, 
but there is no seed at all until your own spiritual understanding 
manifests itself. It must come out of your own loins and it must be 
born in your own house, in your consciousness. Stop relying on 
the other fellow, and begin to rely on the fact that you're the son of 
God. Become truly individual and identify your thinking with God. 
The other fellow can inspire and help you too, but unless you take 
the Christ into your own house, and unless that brings forth seed 
out of your own loins, you won't get anywhere. Paul says, "But I 
keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any 
means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a cast- 
away" (I Cor. 9:  27). Now, in this Science that we are seeing to-day, 
everything is individual. As it is truly individual it becomes collective, 
and as it is truly collective it becomes universal, where all thought 
turns to God. Remember that the whole point of this story is to 
bring out a sense of definiteness and identity. Abraham saw, "Why, 
of course, the only thing that will be any good to me is that which 
is born in my own house out of my own loins." Nothing is ever any 
good to us until we ourselves understand it and begin to put it into 
practice. 

Then comes that very paganistic story of how Abraham was 
told to make a sacrifice. I t  was an old paganistic rite, and it is the 
Jahweh document which records it. The Priestly writers had to 
include stories like this because they were stories which the Hebrew 
people knew well. They knew every word of the Jahweh document. 
And so the Priestly writers included this story, and it is meant to 
show that there was a covenant made between God and Abraham, 
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but a l ~ n m t  irnnicdiatcly tlicy introduce the rent cmPennnt.--the 
c~ \ t ' n ; \n t  ot c 1 rii~nici\io~i. \ J  niholi/ing cIc,~nli~lc'sc and purity. 

Distrust of Our Ideal 

And so you come to the sixteenth chapter: "Now Sarai Abram's 
wife bare him no children" (Gen. 16: 1 ). Abraham's ~ . i f e  symbolized 
his idenl. I t '  ;~n)jthins came forth. i t  muct comc through that ideal. 
Abraham h i i i  !u j t  wen that his seed must comc out of his own 
loins. his o\r n c.c~n~;ciousness. and now he sees that i t  must come 
through hi\ ~dcal. I t  begins to hc. apparent to him that his idenl 
is barren. T'li~s so often hrippens to us: ~vs haieen't enoueh trust 
in good or enough spiritual understanding. and so we try to work 
out our prohleni on 3 human basis. And so it is said that Abraham's 
ideal \i.ent low enough to suggest to him thr~t his heir should be 
born thro~!gli a hond~voman.--that is, his ideal dropped to that 
point in hi.; rlioi~ght. So he said. " I  sliall ha\,e to do  it through a 
hondnomiin. - -  t l i r o ~ ~ ~ h  Hagar, Sarai'c maid." You and I do the 
same thirg. 1~c'c;iusc w 31.c not nilling to put into our vision what 
H C  sho~lld p11t into i t .  and so we try to do i t  through the bond- 
w,oman. I>ut  i t  just doesn't ~ o r k .  and i t  brings plenty of trouble. 
Ishmacl. the child of' the bondbornan, scemed to be a good human 
belic1: and Abraham e~tidently was very de\.oted to this good human 
helict', hut i t  \!as not the offspring of his ideal. 

You m i l l  r-crncriiber hoiv Hagar  as sent awxy ~ r i t 1 1  Ishmael. 
hec;iusc Sar;~h came to the point where she u,ould not have it.- 
that is. Ahr:~kirn'i iticiil couldn't s tmd it. He had parted from Lot. 
and now hc pkirted Ssom Hag~ir and Ishmael. The impulsion of the 
Christ came t o  Abr;~h:irn. and it is aluays coming to you and to 
me. I t  is thc impuliion of the Christ that has brought thc cikriliza- 
tion ut' to-d,iy out ot' du-kness. mud, slime, and ignorance. That 
\{.as \vl~at U:I\  irnpclling Abraham to go fontard. His di\.ine identity 
%its irnpcl1ir:g him to go for\t.ard. .And if u.c touch the hem of our 
dik.int. identit!. \tc ha\te to go forward. 

There xeni to be two occasions ivhen Hagar was sent away. 
but the theory is that thcre was only one occasion and that the 
wmc story is rcpcatcci: in Chapter 16 there is the Jahweh 
:iccount and in CI1a~ter 21 the Elohistic account. 

The lnfinitudc of Definiteness 

Every ~let;lll in thiq story of Abr~iham is perfect. It is the story of 
how the C'I:r-r\t-idc:~ comes to each one of u \ .  In Ierirnins music, 
 XI don't \\Lint t o  Lnow :! littlc hit 01' ;i con:ita Iicrc and a little bit 
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there-you want to know the whole thing as lovely and perfect 
and complete. When men begin to study the Bible in that way, 
they will hear the angels sing. We have said that this story of Abra- 
ham gives us a sense of definiteness. The definiteness of what? The 
definiteness of every idea in the world. And it gives us spiritual 
understanding. The spiritual understanding of what ? The spiritual 
understanding of God, man, the universe, and everything. And so 
these things are vast beyond human thought. Don't think that 
because we epitomize Soul as definiteness, it makes it something 
that is limited. It is the definiteness of all being, the definiteness of 
everything you can conceive of. 

And so we come to the wonderful seventeenth chapter: "And 
when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the Lord appeared to 
Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God: walk before 
me, and be thou perfect" (Gen. 17: 1) .  You know that "three" 
sometimes synibolizes resurrected thought, so "ninety years old 
and nine" means that Abraham's thought was completely resur- 
rected. All the time Abraham's idea of God, man, and the universc 
was becoming more definite, and he was gaining more spiritual 
understanding. 

"Father of a Multitude" 

"Neither shall thy name any  more be called Abram, but thy 
name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have 1 made 
thee" (Gen. 17: 5).  Abram means "lofty father :" Abraham means 
"father of a multitude." This nen name will come to you. In a 
small measure it has come to many of us in this room to-night. 
And how do you become "fatlier of a multitude"? You become 
"father of a multitude" when you arc able to comfort and help 
and heal the sinner, the sick man, the troubled man, the fearfuI man, 
and so on. You begin to see the spiritual values, the ideas of God, 
which will go out into general mortal thought to break up the hate, 
jealousy, envy, malice, suspicion, and greed that are separating men. 

During the last week I have seen Christian Science proved definitely 
and quickly and specifically, and in every case as one healed the 
situation one became "father of a multitude." 

So you become 'Tather of a multitude" and the multitude 
blesses you. A, >our thought grows, you see the Christ. You 
remember that Abrdum saw the Christ as Melchizedek, "without 
fattier, without mother, without descent, hacing neither beginning of 
day\, nor end ol' life" (I-leb. 7 :  3). The minute lrou yee that, your 
thought begins to become collecl~vt'. and you become "father of a 
multitude." 
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"And I \ \ i l l  makc thcc exceeding f'ruitl'ul, and I will make nations 
of thee, and kings shiill come out of thee. And I will establish my 
covenant betueen me and thee and thy seed after thee in their 
generations tsar an everlasting covenant. to be a God unto thee, 
and to thy sced after thee" (Gen. 17: 6, 7). Abraham knew that 
his seed was the spiritual idea. and not any human proposition. 
God's covenant is always established with the spiritual idea. The 
covenant of' mathematics is with every form of mathematics from 
everlasting to everlasting. The covenant of music is with every 
form of  music frorn c\.crlasting to evcrlasting. The covenant of the 
infinitc is ui t?i  all that  is true in the realm of' spiritual being from 
everlasting to cr.crlasting. 

"And 1 hill give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land 
lvherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan. for an  ever- 
lasting posse~\ion" ( G t n .  17: 8) .  The land of Canaan could not be 
described :is an "c~wlasting possession." because the fact of the 
matter is thrlt Llr many generations the sced of' Abraham didn't 
possess it, hut it \ + a s  ri symbol. All that you and I ever inherit that 
is worth anyth~ng, and that hill abide w.ith us. and that will bring 
fhrth fruit, is thc spiritual idea. 

True Circumcision 

"This is niy co\.cn:int, which ye shall keep, between mc and 
you and thy sccd after thee; Every man child among you shall be 
circumcised" ( G m .  17: 10). At that time the material rite of cir- 
cumcision \ va ,  a very \\.ell-known custom. It is still practised by 
the JNS,  hec.;iul\e they hace not seen what Paul says: "For he is 
not a Je~v.  \~liic11 is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, 
w.hic11 is outuarci in the flesh: but he is a Jeu.. u.hich is one inwardly: 
iind circun~cision is that of the heart. in the spirit, and not in the 
letter: uhobe praise is not ot' men, but of God'' (Roni. 2 :  28, 29). 
As you and I uncierstand the definiteness of being, as you and I 
gain some serisc of the definiteness of God. man, and the universe 
as spiritual ~~rlderstanding. and as you and I are faithful to that 
spiritual undcritanding and we lo~re it rind l i ~ e  it and prove it. you 
and 1 arc cir.cu~ncised. When the Jcu sees tlic significance of cir- 
cumcision. and w s  that it is not mcrely ~i niaterial rite. then he 
\ f i l l  be an Israclitc in truth, and not a Jew. 

This ~iccourlt of' the co rman t  of circumcision was written by 
the Priestly ~ r i t c r s .  who were the most exact thinkers and writers. 
It is thought that Ezekiel had much to d o  \+,ith the writing of this 
document. I t  is [noit interesting to take ri Bible like the Century 
Biblc, \\hicli ~ l i c ~ u s  j.ou \rherc thc \arioui documents enter in, 



and to follow the Priestly record through by itself. It is most exact 
and inspired. 

I want to read you an  extract from The Clarendon Bible about 
the covenant of circumcision :- 

Instead of the ritual of the passing between the divided victims 
in c.15, the Priestly writer substitutes the ritual of circumcision as the 
sign and pledge of the covenant. There are various Hebrew traditions 
concerning the origin of this very ancient ritual custom which was by 
no means confined to the Hebrews. It was practised in Egypt in the 
Old Kingdom period, long before the Hebrews were heard of, and 
still exists among savage- tribes as an initiation rite. The expression 
"the reproach of Egypt," used in Joshua 5: 9, implies that when the 
Hebrews went down into Egypt the rite was not known to them or prac- 
tised by them, and that the Egyptians despised them for this reason 
as uncivilized. The obscure fragment of tradition in Exodus 4: 24-26 
suggests a possible Midianite origin of the rite among the Hebrews. But 
the statement in Joshua 5: 3 that Joshua used flint knives for the per- 
formance of the rite, although the period of the Hebrew invasion of 
Canaan under Joshua was late in the Bronze Age, and the use of metal 
was already long known, shows the extreme antiquity of the rite. 
Nevertheless, it was not until after the Exile that circumcision came to 
have the peculiar importance as a religious characteristic of the Jew 
which it has retained ever since, hence the Priestly writer, as is his wont, 
traces its origin back to the ancestor of the Hebrew people. 

If we are going to understand the Bible, we've got to under- 
stand what the writers tllemselves intended. We've got to see the 
threads of the Jahweh document and the Elohistic document and the 
Deuteronomic document and their bringing together by the Priestly 
writers. 

As soon as his name was changed from Abram to Abraham, 
he saw the necessity of circumcision,-of putting off the fleshly 
sense. Tn the same chapter Sarai's name is changed to Sarah, which 
means "princess" (see Gen. 17: 15),-that is, Abraham's ideal was 
lifted up. The minute you begin to see that what really matters is 
the spiritual, and you begin to see the frailty and temporal nature 
of the mortal and the necessity of putting off the mortal sense (the 
belief that you are just a mortal, born to fret this problem out and 
then die, and the belief that you aren't God's idea, infinite in scope 
and purpose), then your ideal becomes a princess, and you are a 
prince unto God. 

Let's run back over this chapter as far as we have gone. Abraham's 
thought was resurrected, and then God said to him, "Walk before 
me, and be thou perfect,"-he saw the nature of God and what 
it meant to him.  Then hic name was changed to Abraham, "father 
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of n n iu l t~ t~~de . "  l ie  \;I\\ tli;~t tlic dcnionctr:itioti of  his ideal -xas 
irrt.ust~t?li., arid t iu t  thc.rct,rc i r  \iould bring fortti seed from ever- 
Iristing to c\cr!nsting. Then he s : i ~  the nccc\,itj' of "circumcision." 
because t l : ~  Chriyt 1%; "Thc diiine n~anit'c\t,ltion oi- God. wfhich 
conics to the fcsh to destroy incarnatt. t.rror" ( S .  & H. 583: 10-1 1) .  
And then as soon as he smi the necescity of "circumcision," he 
begin to touch pure ipiri t u d  values.-Sarai became Sarah. a "prin- 
ceec." At t l l ; ~ t  point .4br:1h;lm to~~clicci tlic hcnl of' Cliri\ti:~nity.- 
he b e p n  to  g,lin pure hpiritunl \;lluci. 

If thew thing< ar2 taken literally. it leads to the confusion and 
doubt in nicn'.;, niinds ~ . h i c h  nmi niakcs them fight shy of the Bible. 
But rctncmber that the Bible iws  \i.rittcn by the h.or1d.s most inspired 
\s.ritcrs. ~ t n c l  t11:1t i t  hiis lasted throughout the ccnturics. Our go\.crn- 
rncnt. our I:I\\:. :lnd our ethics :Ire built on it. 

In the 5tcTry of A5rnhrim , o u  begin to wc how his thought rosc 
and rosc from the N'ord to the Christ and to Christianity. l ' o u  
scc hew L I I I  fhc  t~n ie  everything lvas becoming Jefinitt. to him and ri 

nxittcr of' sp~r-~tual  understanding. In order to illustrate these things, 
the inspired Scriptural writers had to use what symbols they could. 
and thcy \vi.ri. ~ i ~ x c  c'nough and p w t  enough to usc the idiom that 
tncn uncicr3rood. That is \\11;1t cc'\.c got to d o  to-day. It' \i.c uan t  
to yet the Sc~icrici. 01' the Christ to the man-in-the-street. ure must 
Imrn to uec h i \  idiorii. \i\.'c muct i rm .s l i~ tc~  our \-ision of the C lirist-idea 
to the man-in-thc-strcct. or  \\.e \ionat get i t  to him. :lnd ~ v c  sllall 
hc like the pr-icst and the I.ci.itc \\.ho "p;isied by on the other side" 
(Luke 10: ? I ,  -:?I. 

Remenibcr that the Clirildeanc had turned to thc' t h i n p  ot' the 
he:tvens and s \ n ~ b o l i ~ c d  the intinitc by tllc "onc," :~nd the triune 
nature 01' t b ~ .  intinitc by the "three" 01' the sun. moon. and stars. 
\ihich \it. know as Fatlwr. Son. and klother. o r  nc Father. Son. 
and Ho!y (;host. They sj.mholizcd thc four proccssc'c of' seeking 
God. fintiins God ,  u+sin? <id. : ~ n d  being like God 'ny the north. 
east. soutli. xnci \jest.---the "t'our." Tiicy s>nibolizcd the nunicrnls 
o f  thou~ l i t  i 1 d  i n  silch :I c:ilculuc by the nurnhcr "sc\.cn," bccaucc 
in those cia!:.; tlicy knew seven grc':it plancti. Thcy cynibcdized the 
application to the 1iuni;tn by the tcn tingeri. atid they symboli;r.ed 
tlic proot' 01' pure 3piritual \ alue.; by tlic ~ I C  ~'1i.c I r l p h  of the Zodiac. 
The Hebrcii. prophets ~ : I \ Y  men the too14 iri the tirst chapter of 
Genesis. Llnd tllcn fhcy ~ l i ~ j \ \ c d  tIic111. h! us i~i_~!  ~x l l -kno \ \n  s~mhole .  
-Sor instance. rlw rite ot' cir-cumci\ion. uhich typified a human 
scnse of  PLII-I;! ;lnd clcanlinci\.- /lo\\ to L I W  tlle~c' tools. 
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Get your own individual sense of the story of' Abraham coming 
out of Ur of the Chaldees. The call of God comes: "Get thee out 
from the material sense of things." Look at the hell that has been 
let loose by what you would call super-nationalism and by men's 
wrong relationships. The Christ-idea calls to us to come out of all 
these things, to come into the unity of the sons of God, into the 
scientific relationship of God to man and of God's ideas to each 
other. 

We considered the Adam myth, and we saw ttmt it was the 
sense of Mind as Mind, Mind as Spirit, and Mind as Soul. Then we 
considered the story of Noah and the ark, which is a wonderful 
symbol of that which saves men from the flood of human theories. 
Now we are considering the third period of the Bible, corresponding 
to the third day of creation with its five tones. The first tone is 
definiteness and spiritual understanding, and you can see that 
definiteness coming to Abraham all through the story and you 
can see his spiritual understanding rising and rising. The story of 
Abraham is a symbol by which you can learn divine values. These 
great thinkers, writing between 850 and 300 KC., illustrated those 
divine values in the idiom of their age, and that is what we've got 
to do to-day, and we don't do it to-day because we are not great 
like these men. But we can do it if we love the spiritual idea enough 
and give our time and thought and consecration to it. You have to 
be a great thinker of genius in any subject to translate it to people. 
Religion to-day is a thing apart, because men don't know how to 
translate it. So i t  doesn't touch the man-in-the-street, and he says 
that it doesn't work and that hc doesn't want to have anything to 
do with it. 

Our Ideal Will Bring Forth 

After the covenant of circumcision and as he became Abraham, 
"father of a multitude," he saw that his seed would be forever, 
that he would possess the Promised Land,-the Christ-idea,-for- 
ever, and that that to which he was wedded was Sarah, a "princess." 

"And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will 
bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations: kings of people 
shall be of her. Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and 
said in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him that is an hundred 
years old ? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear ?" (Gen. 17 : 
16, 17). The thing seemed impossible. Do you believe that Abraham 
was just 100 years old when Isaac was born, any more than that 
Noah was exactly 500 years old when Ham, >inern, and Japheth were 
born, and exactly 600 ycars old when he ben t  into the ark? These 
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numbers are just symbols. When it says that Abraham was "an 
hundred years old," it symbolizes that he had a sense of the "ten," 
the application to the human. "And God said, Sarah thy wife shall 
bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I 
will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, 
and with his seed after him" (Gen. 17: 19). Both Abraham and 
Sarah laughed. and so the idea that was born was called Isaac. 
which means "laughter." That laughter became a definite fact, as 
we shall see later. (See Gen. 21 : 6.) 

When you come to the point where you see your spiritual self- 
hood, your cision of the Christ-idea, as a "princess," and you 
respect it and honour it and love it, and you see what it really means, 
then it will bring forth abundantly. It will bring forth deep spirituality, 
health, holiness. and true relationship, and a true sense of God, 
man, and the universe. As your thought rises in the scale of spiritual 
thinking, you come to the point where you see, "Why, of course I 
reflect the fatherhood of God, and as God's idea I reflect the ability 
to create, to bring forth." As that sense of htherhood begins to 
dawn on you. you begin to see that you must lay down the false 
sense of creation, and you see your ideal as a "princess" and it brings 
forth. 

So the story of Abraham is the most wonderful symbol of definite- 
ness and spiritual understanding. You go to a play with some good 
ideas in it, but this story brings out an infinite idea that you need 
and that is essential to you and that you can use every moment 
of your lif'e. kvou are watching the birth of your own true selfhood. 
You're watching the birth of the Christ-idea, and there is nothing 
more wonderful. 

INTERVAL 

To give you an example of what happens when you bclieve in 
the Bible as historical fact, I ivant you to hear an extract from a 
letter :- 

I was talking to someone and Noah and his ark came into the con- 
versation, and I ventured to remark "that we could learn very valuable 
lessons from the story, but could not be sure of it being historically 
true;" quickly came the indignant reply, "Of course it is true, don't 
you know some airmen discovered the remains of the ark recently on 
mount Ararat?" It took my breath away, all I could murmur was: 
"Gopher wood must be some wood!" 

You have no idea o m  the demands we have coming from all over 
the uorld for this story of the Bible. There mas a request to-day 



from Germany for 3,000 copies of the German translation of the 
lecture I gave at Conway Hall in May. 

Now let's see what happened after Abraham's ideal became a 
"princess" to him. We come to the wonderful story of how three 
men came to his tent door,-that is, to the door of his thinking. 
Those "three men" were a symbol of Life, Truth, and Love,-of 
the fatherhood, sonship, and motherhood of God. Abraham has 
come to a point where he has seen that that to which he is wedded 
is a "princess," and now he gains a sense of Life, Truth, and Love,- 
he sees the Christ manifesting itself. The Christ manifests itself as 
divine Principle, Life, Truth, and Love, which translates itself to 
every idea through Soul, Spirit, and Mind, for Christ is "The divine 
manifestation of God, which comes to the flesh to destroy incarnate 
error" (S. & H. 583 : 10-1 1). Immediately after this comes the story 
of Sodom and the attempt to save Lot. It is the most inspiring story, 
when spiritually understood, of how the vision of the Christ-idea 
brings error to the surface and destroys it. Although it seems that 
Lot goes down and down and that he degenerates from being 
unreliable and selfish and sensual to the hideousness of sex, yet 
in the end he "dwelt in the mountain" (Gen. 19: 30),-he made 
some attempt to rise. Lot has to lose his wife, that to which he 
is wedded; Lot's wife is turned into a pillar of salt, which is what 
sensuality always is-dead. If you follow the thread of it, it is the 
most wonderful story. Talk about the theatre-this has it beaten to 
a standstill! It is the most wonderful production. 

The Three Men at the Tent Door 

"And the Lord appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: 
and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day; and he lift up 
his eyes and l o o ~ e d ,  and, lo, three men stood by him: and when 
he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed 
himself toward the ground" (Gen. 18: 1 ,  2)-if the Christ comes 
to you as Life, Truth, and Love, and you begin to understand the 
fatherhood, sonship, and motherhood of God, run to meet it in 
your thinking, as Abraham did. "And said, My Lord,"-you will 
notice that there were three men, but Abraham said "My Lord," 
because they symbolized the Person of God,-"if now I have found 
favour in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant : let 
a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash your feet" (Gen. 18 : 
3, 4). Remember how Jesus washed the disciples' feet (see John 13 : 
5-10); in the East washing the feet was a symbol of cleansing the 
mind of its meanest thoughts, for the feet were the most unclean 
part of the body because of the dust and the dirt. 
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".And rcct your.;cl\.cs under thc tree" (Gcn. IS: 4)- the tree to 
thc Hcbrcw -.\as :ll\i.;~!.s typicill ot' Principle. ot' that \vhich tias 
foundat~on ar?d hijr:;. that \\.hicli is aluays out.. am! that n.hic11 h;is 
5ystcm and Szicriw. "And 1 u.:ll fetch ;t rnor~cl o f  bread. and comfort 
ye your hen.-:\: after that ~e shall pass or:" (Cien. 18: 5)-that 
gives a wonds1'uI ~ c ~ i w  of reflection. II' Truth comes to you and me 
anti n e  ar: \\ tiling to let it "pisi  OII." tl!e11 i t  gro\+h and develops. 
I f  we just ii.int to :~bsorb it. there i i  no r c t l ~ ~ t i o ~ l .  I n  the divine 
plan. e\.crytI-ing sctlects e\w-\*thins elbc. I 'ou exist ;is God's idca 
to rctlect G ( 7 : i  ~n \,our o\im indi\.idu;il u a y  to (:\cry other idea. and 
cxrery ot hcr l t E t , : ~  c.xi\l .; for thc ~ : ~ r i i c '  ptlrpow. t o  reflect G o d  in 
its 0 n . n  indi\ idunl \\:I>. to c\.cry other idca. So ~e can't get along 
without cvcr? o n c  ot' God's ideas. That yi\.es exsh hic right place in 
the di\.ine pl:tn. k\.cry man ic of equnl \nluc.. bccau.;e every man is 
God's idea. E:wy man is indi\.idual and reflects God indi\.idually. 

"And :4hrali:irii hahtencd into thc tent unto Silr-all. and said. 
M;~ks  rentiy i!u~ckl\.. three me;tiurcs of tine nic:il" (Gcn. IS: 6)- 
a5 you rcnienibt~r. Jt's~is said. "The king ti on^ (71' Ile:i\c.n is like unto 
lea\.en. uhicli a \\oman took. and hid in three measures of  meal. 
t i l l  the M 1 1 0 1 ~ '  \\;is Ici\cncd" ( Aliitt. 13: 1.;). S;ir;lh v:;ts to make 
ready "ihrce ~i~e:~\urci,"---tlii~t is, Ahrahani's ideal was at thnt 
stage where there \\.ere three measurcc of thought.-Life, Truth. 
and L0i.c.. ",Anti Abraham ran unto the hcrti. and fctcht ;I calf 
tender ;ind p . x i ' '  ((;en. I S :  7)--\-ou knoii. th:l t  sll the nay tlirough 
the Scriptrlrc.; tllc ~ i l 1 '  is the s ~ m b o l  of' the Christ. just as the lion 
is tlic s~~rtihol 01' 1111. b'ord. man the >>riibol of Christianity, and 
the c:lglc. the j>nihol of Science. ".4nd hc t o o k  butter, and milk, 
rind tlic call' nliich he h:id dressed. and sct i t  hefore them: and he 
stood by them under the trce. and thcy tiid e:lt" (Gcn. 18: 8). The 
butter and tli: milk and the calf all ha ie  t o  do with cattle. a 
sy~iibol of t h c  \ i s th  day. "And hc stood by them undcr the tree" 
-in Principle. 1-is sa\+. that divine Principle, Litt.. Truth. and Love, 
was transl.tting it\elf, as it ill\\.ays is. Abr:iham was catching the 
ton? of  thc Christ. anti he saw th;it i t  i+.ouIti rii;inili'\t itself through 
trarlslation as the Chr ih t .  to c iwy plans of thought as Christianity, 
and to the point of idca in Science. 

The minuti. Abraham ~l impscd d ~ ~ i n e  Principle ("he stood by 
then1 under t1:2 trcc"). he s a ~ v  thnt diivinc Principle. Lik.  Truth, and 
Lo1.e. must 1:-:~nslatc itself in human ~ 'xpe r i~11w.  Principle says. 
"I am Father, 1 am Son, I am klotlier." anti t1i;it i \  the rnrtnifesta- 
tion of the C hrist-jde;~. Remember that if 1 . o ~  Iiri~.c a sense of the 
Word in its o\\n ;t\pcct ( S l i d .  Spirit, Soul) 2nd then you hegin to 
(;ee Soul. Principle. and Litk. at that point , o u  ha\.c toucliecf come 
me;l,;urc 01' tllc (..hr-r\t.--the Word rctlccti~ig ~ i l c  C'hriit. 111 propor- 
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tion as you touch this measure of the Christ, you bill begin to grabp 
something of divine Principle, Life, Truth, and Love, translating 
itself through Soul, Spirit, and Mind. 

"And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy wife? And he said, 
Behold, in the tent. And he said, I will certainly return unto thee 
according to the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a 
son" (Gen. 18: 9, 10)-Abraham now became more and more 
convinced that his ideal would bring forth. "And the Lord said 
unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall 1 of a surety 
bear a child, which am old? Is anything too 11ard for the Lord? 
At the time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the 
time of life, and Sarah shall have a son. Then Sarah denied, saying, 
I laughed not; for she was afraid. And he said, Nay; but thou 
didst laugh" (Cen. 18 : 13-1 5 ) .  Our ideal is always rising and falling 
according to our thinking. 

Analysis, Uncovering, and Annihilation 

"And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward Sodom: 
and Abraham went with them to bring them on the way" (Cen. 
18: 16). Whenever the Christ, the divine manifestation, comes to 
us, it begins to uncover error. Mind is that which analyzes error, 
and shows you what is called the "physical" (see S. & H. 115: 
20-24). Spirit exposes that error, and when it is exposed some of 
the error passes m a y ,  and it brings you to what is called the "moral" 
(see S. & H. 115 :  25-27). And then at the point of Soul the fires 
or the Holy Ghost destroy the tares. the sense of thc material, and 
you see the "spiritual" (see S. & H. 1 16 : 1-3). 

Now, it is also9true that Life, Truth. and Lote analyze, uncover, 
and annihilate. Life analyzes on a uholly spiritual basis; Life 
analyzes all spiritual kalues; Life is that which begins to show you 
the individuality and the exaltation and the n~ultiplication of spiritual 
values. And then T ~ t h  uncovers to your thought the Christ-idea 
You know now that at thc point of Life you begin to get a sense of 
the nu~nerals of infinity, which enable you to analyze spiritual 
values. At the point of Truth y o u  begin to have a sense of tile synony- 
mous ternis for God and the divine infinite calculus, of the "incor- 
poreal, divine, supreme, infinite Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, 
Truth, Love" (S. & H. 465: 9-10), and so the Christ-idea is u~covered 
to your thought. And then you come to the sense of Love, and in 
Love there is only complete f~~liilment and perfection, where a11 
thougllt turns to God and you have :I wnw 01' the universal. You 
can see that this is the same process of analysis, uncovering, and 
anni!~ilation as ~5 it11 Mind, Spirit. and Soul, but on a higher basis. 



So Mind. intelligent thought, analyrcb: in Spirit conws that 
separation \+ hich uncovers whatever is not truc: and through Soul 
the tares are destroyed-as Mrs. Eddy says, "In the third degree 
mortal mind disappears, and man as God's image appears" (S. Rr H. 
116: 4-5). In Life you get the analysis in your thought of pure 
spiritual values : in Truth you get the uncovering of the Christ-idea : 
and in Lo\.e you get that sense of annihilation where you see that 
there is only the divine, the one infinite One. 

I'hc Story of Sodoni 

Now therc comes the story of Sodom. ",411d tile Lord said, 
Shall I hide from Abraham that thing ~vhich I do ;  seeing that Abra- 
ham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the 
nations o f  the earth shall be blessed in him '.'" (Gen. 18: 17. 18)- 
Abraham uas going to be a great spiritual ~ a l u e  illustrating definite- 
ness and spiritual understanding, and "all the nations of the earth'' 
were going to be blessed by that. "And thc Lord said. Because the 
cry of Sodoni and Gomorrrih is great, snd bccause their sin is \,cry 
grievous; I u,ill go down no\v."-the Christ comes to the flesh,- 
"and see \i.hc.thcr they have done altogether according to the cry of 
i t  which is come unto me: and if not. I ~ v i l l  knou." (Gen. 18: 20. 
21). As ~ ( o u  begin to understrind the Christ-idea. you be,' 01n to scc 
that you must deal with the errors of the human mind as intelli- 
gently as a mathematician deals ~\.ith 5 ,.: 5 -: 27. 

"And the men turned their faces from thence. and \vent toward 
Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the Lord. And Abraham 
drew near. ~ n d  said, Wilt thou :ilso destroy the righteous with 
the wickcd '.' Perad\.enture there be fifty righteous u,ithin the city" 
(Gen. 18: 22--24). Abraham first of all said to God.--that is, to his 
own high wndard  of God,-"Well, it' there arc fifty righteous.- 
if they know. something about Life,-that \ \ i l l  save them." Then he 
went on. "Well. if there are forty-five . . ."-uc know in Science 
that "45" symbolizes the middle of the day of Life where the Christ 
sense change\ to the Christianity sense. Abraham then saw that 
even if there were only "forty."-if they only had ii sense of Principle: 
or only "thirty,"-a sense of Soul: or only "t\+.enty."-a sensc of 
Spirit; or only "ten,"-a sense of Mind, Sodom w.ould be saved. 
Notice how these are nlultiples of ten-thcir knowledge had to be 
applied to the human. So eLren if  you only understand thought and 
intelligence and "Let there be light," it must be applied to the human. 
and then >,ou  m.ill be saved. Abrahrim sau. at this point that if 
there is any rnctsurc whatsoever of truc being. it uill he sated. A11 
the \i,ay throi~yii his etTort \ \ a s  to sacc Lot itlid cccl-ytlling w i t h  



any good in it. "lf 1 make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there" 
(Ps. 139: 8). 

If only we people would stop looking at the Sodoms and the 
Gomorrahs! It is pathetic to see people who call themselves Chris- 
tian Scientists diagnosing disease just as a medical man would try 
to, and also making sin so very real. Instead of looking at the Christ 
and lifting it up in their thought, they tell you all the material 
details of the case and don't pay any attention to the basic error. 
"But Abraham stood yet before the Lord." When we're face to 
face with a condition-that we want to heal, let's remain with Cod, 
let's stand with Life, Truth, and Love under the "tree" of Principle. 
Don't let's grovel about in all the error and condemn somebody 
or think that we have to deal with this thing or that thing. There 
is only one criminal, and that is the carnal mind; all the crime 
there is and all the disease there is, is in the carnal mind. There is 
nothing that cannot be healed if we stand under the "tree,"-with 
Life, Truth, and Love in Principle. 

The Two Angels 

"And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat 
in the gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; 
and he bowed himself with his face toward the ground" (Gen. 19: 
1). It was no longer "three men," because Abraham had translated 
his sense of Life, Tru th ,  and Love into Life and Love, the man and 
woman of God's creating-the "two angels." Whenever you come 
to Christianity, you find that your ideal becomes the compound 
idea man, symbolized by Life and Love. Christiantiy is that which 
takes every detail of the Christ-idea and uses it in demonstration, 
and so the ideal of Christianity is always the compound idea man. 
Lot "rose u p  to meet them"-there was something good there; Lot 
saw something of true manhood. He "bowed himself,"-he ack- 
nowledged it. Abraham's effort was always to save the Lot in his 
thought by translation, by exchanging sensuality for true gender. 
Even Lot saw that "if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art 
there." You can't ever be brought into any condition, whether it 
be sin or disease, out of which you can't find your way if you will 
only turn away from that picture to the Christ-idea. If  you go on 
burying your thought in that picture, you will not get the answer, 
however much sympathetic animal magnetism or self-pity argues 
to the contrary. Your only hope is to see the man and woman of 
God's creating, the "two angels," symbols of Life and Love, at the 
gate of your thinkin~,  and to humble yourself before them. 



The .4ttempt to Destroy the Two Angels 

To "the pure all things are pure" (Tit. 1 : 15), and this story 
is such a wonderful symbol that I am going to read it to you. You 
will remember that the tuto angels are persuaded to spend the night 
in Lot's house. "But before they lay doun, the men of the city, 
even the men of Sodom, compassed the llouse round. both old and 
young, all the people from every quarter"-from the whole so-called 
calculus of mortal mind. These "men of the city" symbolize qualities 
of thought, that uhich in Lot had caused him to dwell in Sodom 
-sensuality. selfishness. greed, hate, je:ilouc;y, envy. fear. self-pity, 
and so on. "And they called unto Lot, and wid unto him, Where 
are the men ~bhich came in to thee this night'! bring them out unto 
us, that \be ma! know them" (Gen. 19: 4, 5)-Lot's own krile thoughts 
wanted to destroy that vision of Life and Love which had come to 
him. 

"And Lot uent out at the door unto them. and shut the door 
after him. and said. I pray you, brethren, do not so wickedly. Behold 
now, I ha\,e t ~ i o  daughters which have not h n o ~ n  man: let me, 
I pray you, bring them out unto you, and do ye to them a5 is good 
in your eyes: only unto these men do nothing; for therefore came 
they under the shadow of my roof" (Gen. 19: 6-8). That is the way 
we argue. The human mind, the Lot in us, says, "I hill struggle 
for my ideal up to a point. but I will concede to mortal mind that 
which it considers normal." Lot bas  saying, "Yo, jou can't destroy 
the man and the \\oman of God's creating. If it is sex you want, 
have mortal ~i oninnhood." 

"And they pressed sore upon the man. even Lot. and came 
near to break rht: door" (Gen. 19: 9). This is a symbol of the struggle 
we all hake. o e r y  one of 11s. "But the men put forth their hand, 
and pulled I-ot into the house to them, and shut to the door. And 
they smote the men that \yere at the door of the house uith blindness, 
both small and great: so that they wearied themselves to find the 
dour" (<;en. I ? :  10, I I ). That is the best description of lust I have 
ever seen-"theq iiearied themselves to tind the door." There is 
nothing so blind as lust, and nothing so impos4ble to satisfy as lust. 
Sensuality knocks at our thought. h e  try to \hut it out, and then 
in the attempt t o  appease i t ,  we offer i t  ~ l i r i t  \ie think is the normal 
sex-proposition, but often it \ b i l l  go beyond that in its degradation: 
it wants to dehtroy the Christ in us.--symbol~zed here by the two 
visitors,-and \i hen ue  shut i t  out. it is blind and unsatisfied. 

This story i \  con\idered a vile story. but if l~cn spiritually under- 
stood it is the most ~narcellouc description 01' the struggle that we 
each go tllrougfi in the nttcnipt to shut out sensuality, and what 
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saves us is the manhood and the womanhood of God's creating,- 
true gender. 

Lot's Escape 

"And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? son 
in law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast 
in the city, bring them out of this place; for we will destroy this 
place, because the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the 
Lord; and the Lord hath sent us to destroy it" (Gen. 19: 12, 13). 
Life and Love said -to Lot, "Get your people out," but when he 
tried to do this, his sons-in-law just laughed at him: "And Lot went 
out, and spake unto his sons in law, which married his daughters, 
and said, Up, get you out of this place; for the Lord will destroy 
this city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in law. 
And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, 
Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here: lest 
thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city" (Gen. 19: 14, 15). 
Again, four went out-Lot and his wife and his two daughters. 
The only way out of hell is through the "four" of the divine infinite 
calculus,-the Word, the Christ, Christianity, and Science. That 
infinite calculus of God's ideas is forever going on, and you and I 
attain it through seeking, finding, using and being it. 

"And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and 
upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; 
the Lord being merciful unto him: and they brought him forth, 
and set him without the city. And it came to pass, when they had 
brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; look 
not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the 
mountain, lest thou be consumed." Don't look back-it's hopeless. 
But Lot hadn't learned his lesson: "And Lot said unto them, Oh, 
not so, my Lord: behold now, thy servant hath found grace in thy 
sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou hast shewed 
unto me in saving my life; and 1 cannot escape to the mountain, 
lest some evil take me, and I die: behold now, this city is near to 
flee unto, and it is a little one: Oh, let me escape thither, (is it not 
a little one?) and my soul shall live" (Gen. 19: 16-20). We all say, 
"Just leave us a little error." We hug it to us and we don't want to 
give it up. 

"And he said unto him, See, I have accepted thee concerning 
this thing also, that I will not overthrow this city, for the which 
thou hast spoken. Haste thee, escape thither, for I cannot do any 
thing till thou be come thither. Therefore the name of the city was 
called Zoar. The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered 

163 



into Zoar" ((;en. 19: 21-23). The sun is the "syn~bol of Soul sovern- 
ing man" (S .  & H. 995: 1). 

"Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brim- 
stone and fire from the Lord out of heaven; and he overthrew 
those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabititnts of the cities, 
and that which grew upon the ground. But his wife looked back 
from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt" (Gen. 19: 24-26). 
Lot had had n vision of the ideal man and the ideal woman. but 
now that to which he was wedded looked back,-longed for Sodom. 
-and so became n pillar of salt,--dead. What they call the Dead 
Sea is very salt. 

Intoxicated by Lust 

"And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the 
plain, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the 
midst of the overthrow" (Gen. 19: 29)-it had been Abraham's 
demonstration all the way through. "And Lot went up out of 
Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain, and his t~vo  daughters ~ i t h  him; 
for he feared to dwell in Zoar" (Gen. 19: 30). Then the story is 
that he had children by his daughters,-he simply returned to that 
state of thought ~bhich he had offered to the men of the city. In 
Zoar he became troubled and restless and fearful. and so he tried 
to flee to the mountains, but all he \bras able to do was to take with 
him his two hughters, that state of thought which he had offered 
to the men of the city. The vision of the two angels who had appeared 
to him had hded;  he had lost sight of the man of God's creating who 
is both "male and female." His daughters made him drink  vine- 
that simply means that his sense of the female as a natural outlet 
for sex intoxic:~ted him. 

This is the most wonderful story. Abraham had seen that there 
was one fatherhood; he had seen the necessity of the rite of cir- 
cumcision, which meant purity, and that had led him to see that 
that to which he was wedded was a "princess." Then Abraham 
had entertained the "three men,"-he saw the Christ manifesting 
itself,-and that uncovered the whole problem of Lot. This story 
is an illustration of how that which calls itself Lot just goes out, as 
it always does, through struggle and pain and sorrow. 

Let's take this story off a sex basis and see it in terms of materiality 
and the hell that you and I see let loose in the world. The great 
lust to-day is the lust for power. This is the age of power, and so 
the lust to-day is for power. The lust in that age was to create on a 
material basis. I t  began with the Adam-dream. and then the whole 
story of Noah shows how this Adam-dream tried to flood human 



thought. The third period brought a sense of the definiteness of the 
spiritual idea. Abraham identified God as the creator, and so the 
lust was to identify something else as the creator. The men of Sodom 
were determined to destroy that right idea of man which was repre- 
sented by Life and Love; Lot, in his effort to appease them, offered 
them his own false sense of sex, of the female. And then Lot was 
saved .from that situation, but he finally degenerated, just as Noah 
did. 

You find even with Abraham that after Sarah dies, according 
to the record he marries Keturah (see Gen. 25: I), a concubine, 
and then Abraham dies, but the idea goes on, just as the "Noah" 
goes on, the "Jacob" goes on, throughout the Scriptures and through- 
out all time. Symbols change, but the ideas go on. Abraham might 
die, but the idea he symbolized goes on, and the idea which goes 
on and will inherit the land forever is what you have perceived of 
God, your own true selfhood. 

Make It Your Own 

Remember that this story of the Bible that you and I are con- 
sidering is the vastest story that has ever been written. 1t is the story 
of infinity, symbolized by nations, individuals, ideas, numbers, 
and in every way you can think of. Now that we are beginning 
to see this story in its infinitude, it has become very much more 
vast to us. You come here and you read the reports and T can indicate 
to you a few things, but remember that the seed must come forth 
from your own loins, from your own house, or you will never get 
anywhere. That is why we have to make people students and thinkers 
if we are going to succeed. This liking something that somebody 
says to you is all very well (it is something that comes to you at 
your "tent door"), but what are you going to do with it? Unless 
you stand under the "tree" with it and bring out the three measures 
of meal and the calf (the Christ-idea), and unless you are willing 
to put it into operation, it just won't get you anywhere. I believe 
that if we can establish the study of the Bible on this scientific basis, 
and if we are great enough and spiritually-minded enough and 
if we have enough of the grace of God to get it to mankind, 
it will bring about a revolution in science and religion-there's 
no question about it. But it is the vastest subject in the world, and 
it takes thinkers. It begins at  the point of Mind with intelligent 
thought. 

What we are trying to do with the Abraham story is to bring 
out a sense of God as that which always defines and makes definite, 
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as that uhich comes to us as spiriti~al understanding. So don't 
look at the Sodom in your thought: look at the men at your tent 
door and stand under the tree with them,-see divine Principle, 
Life, Truth. and Love,-and that bill bring to you the two angels, 
the symbols ~ ) f  Life and Love. manhood and ~vomanhood, and then 
even if you 3hould have to go through the Sodom experience, your 
sense of Life and Love ivill  bring you through. 



TALK NO. 16 

(February 3rd, 1948) 

From Isaac's Birth to the 
Finding of a Bride for Isaac 

You remember that last time we considered the story of Lot and 
Sodom. Then comes the story for the second time of how Abraham, 
tempted, said that his wife (that is, his ideal) was not really his wife, 
but only his sister (see Gen. 20). The Scriptural writers must have 
attached great importance to this story, because they used it three 
times. It is a very pathetic thing to see how many human beings, when 
there is a little fear or  stress, forsake their ideal and say, "Oh well, 
I'm not really wedded to it. It's only something I'm interested in." 
It's pathetic to see it. And on the other hand it is glorious to see how 
the many human beings who stick to their ideal win through in every 
way, and above all gain a respect for themselves, which is the greatest 
thing one can gain. 

Definite Symbols of Infinity 

And so we come to the story of the birth of Isaac. Let's remember 
what we are trying to do, because we are coming now to a lot of 
history,-or rather, an attempt to be historical. The history is most 
inaccurate and unreliable, and it is very contradictory. The men who 
wrote it didn't set much store by whether it was correct or not, 
as long as it illustrated what they wanted to illustrate. They were 
trying to symbolize the ideas of Cod so that men could understand 
them, and they symbolized them in every way they could think of- 
through nations, individuals, the things of the heavens, the sun, the 
moon, and the stars, the fig tree, the mustard seed, through sentiment, 
and so on and so forth. Much of the symbolism is undoubtedly 
emotional, and therefore vague. But the bedrock symbolism that runs 
right through the Bible is absolutely definite,-more definite than the 
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symbolism ot' mathematics. or music. or cnginecring. or any human 
subject. 

These gre.lt i+riters started their story ~vith a "seed-plot," the 
seven days of creation,-that is, seven days ot'recelation or developing 
thought. In that "~ecd-plot" they ~ L C  the numc.r;ds of infinity, and 
they gave each one of those numerals of thought far more specific 
value, identity, and individuality than the numbers in mathematics 
or  the notes in music have. You know \\.it11 the numbers in mathe- 
matics and the notes in music how you can combine and combine 
them, and how there is practically no end to the scope of such com- 
binations. N'ell. here there is infinitely more scope, because these 
days of creatlon are telling the story of infinity. Moreover, the "seed- 
plot" in Genesis shows how the numerals combine through the Word 
(that is, the seeking of God). the Chrlst (the findine of God), 
Christianity ( the  wing of God), and Science (the heing of God). 

Every now and then I summarize these things, because many 
people come to these talks who haccn't been before, and I am 
very anxious that ue  should not forget what we are setting out 
to do. 

The greJt Biblical writers were inspired by two aims. One was the 
attempt to symbolize the ideas of God. the infinite ideas of the infinite, 
so that men could lay hold on them intelligently from every aspect of 
thought-emotionally, scientifically, religiously, historically, and so 
on. Their second aim was to associate the history of the Hebrew 
people with the development of the spiritual ~dea.  

Now, as y o u  know, until the ninth century before Christ, nothing 
ofwhat we knou ab the Bible had been written. Then in about 850 B.C. 
it began to bc complled. Four great documents compose the Old 
Testament-the Jahneh document, the Elohistic document, the 
Deuteronom~c document, and the Priestly document. Don't forget 
that the Scripturril ~ r i t e r s  took the folk-lore and wg ;~  that had existed 
and had been repeated for thousands of years (much of i t  had come 
down from the Chddeans), and lifted i t  up to their oun  standard. 
They had to use the material that bas  to hand-it was all they c.oukl 
use. You know, there is a lesson for us there: if I O U  and I want to 
give this Science to humanity, \ve've got to uie that nhich humanity 
understands-the symbols of mathematics and music, and so on. 
We've got to talk in the language that the man-in-the-street under- 
stands. Thc prophets took all the folk-lore and sagas and "origin- 
stories" which were well-known to the people. and they imbued them 
with their own spiritual sense, and tried to bring out through them 
how men might understand and use the nature of God, and also 
how they might associate the deielopment of' the spirituril idea with 
the Hehrcn p2ople. 
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Remember that the symbols in this story, of what God really is 
and how you can understand and use the things of God, had come 
down from the Chaldeans. All these stories,-of the days of creation, 
of the flood, and so on,-existed in some form before the time of the 
Bible. They were all used as symbols and lifted onto a higher basis by 
the writers of the Old Testament from the ninth century to the fourth 
century B.C. 

The Chaldeans were pre-eminently interested in studying the things 
of the heavens and the things of mathematics, and all through the 
Bible you can see that the things of essential thought were illustrated 
by symbols derived-from astrology and mathematics. For instance, 
in this story of Abraham, Abraham is told that his seed shall be as the 
stars of heaven for multitude, and the Jive kings and the four kings 
are used as symbols of the five physical senses and the so-called 
calculus of materiality. 

As we go on, don't let's lose the thread, because now we are coming 
to a great many sagas, which are based on folk-lore. The stories of 
Adam and Noah and the tower of Babel were "origin-stories," which 
were not supposed to be historically true, but now we come to the 
attempt in some measure to be historical. Although it is true that the 
spiritual development is shown all the way through, it becomes 
mixed up more and more with the history of the Hebrew nation. So 
don't let's lose our vision of the development of the spiritual idea in 
our desire to follow the history, because that would be a pity. 

As I said to you before (and I feel more and more convinced 
about this), these prophets took a story like the story of Abraham, 
and they introduced Abraham and Sarah and Lot and Isaac and 
Hagar just as in a play at the theatre,-a play in which an idea is 
developed. There is no historical record whatever that any such 
people actually lived. All these characters are thought to be illustra- 
tions of the activities of tribes,-of the comings and goings and the 
well-being and progress of different tribes. But the Biblical writers 
took all these stories to illustrate spiritual ideas, just as you might 
illustrate an idea in a play. 

A Summary of the Third Thousand-Year Period 

We have considered the days of creation, and we have seen that 
"one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years 
as one day" (11 Pet. 3: 8), and consequently that the thousand-year 
periods of the Bible correspond to the days of creation. We have seen 
something of what the days of creation mean. We now know, for 
instance, that the first day-"Let there be light" (Gen. 1 : 3)- 
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synibolim beginning. origin, p o ~ e r ,  action. \sisdom. intelligence, 
law. And to coni.ey a more definite sense of those days of creation we 
have epitoniized then1 even more definitely than that. (See the 
Summary of' Talks 2 10.) We have also seen how they correspond 
with the th0~1s;ind-year periods of the Bible. 

The thousmd-year period that \i.e are considering now. as you 
know. is the third one. In the first chapter ot' Genesis there are five 
dibtinct st;itcrnt.nt.; relating to the third day of creation. In the first 
day there arc three, in the second day there are three, and in the third 
day there are ti\.c distinct statements. It begins. as you remember. 
"Let the dr \  land :tppenr:" then i t  goes on. "And God called the 
dry land E:irth: and the gathering together of the waters called he 
Seas;" then it iajrs, "Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding 
seed, and the t'ruit tree yielding t'ruit," follo\ved by "And the earth 
brought forth" g r m .  herb. and fruit trce: and then the last state- 
ment is "And the evening and the morning u w e  the third day" (Gcn. 
1 : 9-13). Those fivc distinct statements are illustrated in the third 
thousand yeLirs from the beginning of Riblc history, which was sup- 
posed to haft hccn in about 4.000 R.c.. We arc now considering the 
period ber~vcen 2.000 and 1.000 H.C. 

We sari t h i i t  Soul ;IS Mind \\.as s j  nibolizcd when Abram came out 
of Ur of  thc  Clialdtxs and u.as re-named Abraham-"Let the dry 
land appeilr:" we epitomized that as the divine defining. coming to us 
as spiritual undcrstiinding. And then we saw that Soul as Spirit was 
symbolized i n  the sccond part of this pcriod (illustrating "And God 
called the dr! land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters 
called he Stxi\") ~ h c n  Jacol>  as re-named Israel after his struggle: 
\ve epitomized that as naming and blessing. In the Fdse record of 
creation :it this point you m i l l  notice that you get the sense of false 
naming and pcrialty. the opposite of blessing. And then came the 
third part of  that third thousand years. symbolizing Soul as Soul ; 
Moses identitied God as I ..zv rrr.-.\-r I AM. and he brought the Hebrews 
out of Egypt. out of bondqe .  m d  identitied them as the children of 
Israel--id:ntity ;ind trnnsla:ion. And then the fourth tone of this day 
o f  Soul.--uIicn the earth b r o u ~ h t  forth grass. herb. and fruit tree,- 
\+,as illust r a t d  w.tien Jloses ga\,e the Conimandn~cnts,-a sense of 
true rule ,inti triw relationship. We epitomized Soul as Principle as 
the dikinc rule. c o m i n ~  to j.ou and to me as truc gender.-that is, 
the diversific:~tion. clrissification. and individualizrition of every idea. 
And then came the illustration ot' Soul as L i k  \\.hen the children of 
Israel rexhcd the Promised Land : \sc cpi tomircd that :is immortality 
and resurrection. Wc are still dewlopins our sense of this third 
thousand->.ear pcriod. 



The Symbol of Isaac 

Now let's go on from the beginning of Chapter 2 1 : "And the Lord 
visited Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did unto Sarah as he had 
spoken" (Gen. 2 1 : 1). Sarah represented Abraham's ideal, the ideal 
to which he was wedded. Sarah was just a symbol; as Paul writes, 
these things "are an  allegory" (Gal. 4 :  24). Abraham was wedded to 
an ideal, and that ideal was symbolized by Sarah; now he saw that 
that ideal would bear fruit, that it would bring forth, and in the 
process of time it did bring forth-Isaac was born. The historians 
believe that Isaac was a symbol invented by the prophets to connect 
the story of Abraham with the story of Jacob. These prophets who 
edited and re-wrote the documents had no compunction whatever 
about inventing such symbols, if they felt it would help the story to 
do  so. And so the theory is that Isaac was simply a symbol which they 
invented to  tie up the stories of Abraham and Jacob. As you know, 
Mrs. Eddy gives no definition of Isaac at  all. 

I want you to hear what The Clarendon Bible says about the story 
of Isaac :- 

Isaac can hardly be said to be the centre of a group of traditions, a 
figure of popular folk-lore, as Abraham and Jacob are, though each in 
a different way. With the exception of the story of Isaac at Gerar, c. 26, 
which is a duplicate of the story of Abraham in Egypt, the stories relating 
to Isaac are really a part either of the Abraham or the Jacob sagas. 
Isaac is little more than a necessary link in the Jahvist's design of 
presenting a picture of the continuous development of the purpose of 
God from the Creation to the Conquest of the Promised Land; in 
himself he is a shadowy figure devoid of character. Behind the figures of 
Abraham and Jacob there lies the historical fact of the early settlement 
in Canaan of two related but independent groups of Semitic immigrants, 
Jacob representing, as we shall see, the Aramasan element in the 
Hebrew stock. But behind Isaac there is nothing substantial. There is 
a faint tradition associating Isaac with the sanctuary at Beersheba, 
which finds a reflection in Amos 7: 9, but apart from this solitary 
reference, the name of Isaac only occurs in the common formula in 
which Jahveh is called the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

The most important of the stories which compose the brief saga of 
Isaac, the beautiful story of Abraham's sending of his steward, Eleazar 
in search of an Aramaean bride for Isaac, is quite unlike the stories 
which make up the Abraham saga and has a much greater resemblance 
to the story of Joseph. It is romance rather than folk-story. Instead of 
the close intercourse between God and man which we find in the 
Abraham stories, God recedes into the background and only appears 
vaguely as a directing Providence, the mark of a later age. 

I t  is interesting that there comes a time when all these symbols,- 
Noah, Abraham, and so on,-which have been used to symbolize 
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vast ideas, c;ccm to amount to very little, but whatever happens the 
ideas go on. Far instance, Abraham after a while just dwindles into 
comparatike insignificance, but the idea goes on. 

The Creative Sense Identified as Fatherhood 

In considering the Abrahamic symbol, you and T have seen some- 
thing of the nature of God as Soul, operating as Mind. The story of 
Abraham presents perhaps one of the most definite identifications 
that history h.lc Lnou n of the fatherhood of God and of the perpe- 
tuity of N hate~ler comes forth from that fatherhood. You remember 
that Abranl mcrint "lofty father," a great chief, but when his name 
was changed t o  Abraham he became "father of a multitude." Now, 
don't you and 1 need to be able to identify intelligently the fatherhood 
of G o d ?  M'hat does that uord "fatherhood" mean to us? It means 
that which supports, preserves, sustains, maintains. It means vastly 
more than mere human fatherhood. Don't you need that in your 
home, in your business, and in everq thing'? 

.4 certain value in mathematics is symbolized by the figure 3, for 
instance, and a certain tone in music by the note C. But think of the 
vastness of tht)ss symbols. You use only one symbol,--C or the 
figure 3, -but think of the vastness of what it represents. Think of 
the myriad problems that 3 has solved throughout human history. 
Think of the myriad aspects of music in which the note C has played 
its part. And so remember that when we definitely and specifically 
identiSy the fatherhood of God and the outcome of that fatherhood, 
we are identifying in our consciousness something that is infinite in 
scope. Nothing that is uorth-while ever comes forth in your experi- 
ence or my e~perience or humanity's experience which does not come 
forth from a true sense of fatherhood. Mind you, it begins with a 
sense of "Let thcre bc light," but i t  conles to the point where that 
light of origin. that light of creation, becomes definite in Soul, and is 
defined through Soul as Mind. 

And so in the story of Abraham you get a sense of definiteness, of 
the "dry land" appearing, and a sense of the creative faculty, definite 
enough to be called fiitherhood. In the first day it was simply the 
creative facult!. In the second day that creative faculty operated to 
separate the Salse from the true. But in the third day of identity this 
creative faculty becomes kno~ tn  as Father--the parent Mind is 
identified a j  Father through Soul. 

Suppose qou begin to bring into your thinking and into your life 
in every detail :i true, spiritual, scientitic sense of what constitutes 
the creative t.aculty as Fatherhood ! Suppose niankind did that to-day 
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-think what it would do for mankind! All these stories are symbols 
to show us how to gain and use spiritual ideas. 

The story of Abraham begins with his coming out of Ur of the 
Chaldees, and then you see the development of the whole idea 
symbolized by Abraham, as you would see the development of an 
idea in a stage play. You see the symbol of Lot,-that which would 
destroy the true sense of fatherhood,-and the symbols of Hagar 
and Ishmael,-the attempt to destroy the seed of that fatherhood, to 
bring it down to the level of the bondwoman state of thought. 
And then you arrive at the point where we are now,-where the idea 
is brought forth. - 

"For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age, at  
the set time of which God had spoken to him" (Gen. 21 : 2). As you 
and I conceive of the fatherhood of God (and many of us have 
proved this time and time again), as we conceive of a true sense of 
infinite fatherhood and what it means, as we conceive of God not as 
a person but as infinite fatherhood, and as we identify ourselves 
with that conception, then we can use it more definitely than 3 x 3 
= 9. 3 x 3 = 9 is only a symbol of a definite fact that we can use in 
mathematics. But here in the story of Abraham we have something 
that is bringing to us the value of an infinite numeral of spiritual 
thought, indicating infinite fatherhood and its identified nature. 

When the story of Abraham has given you an identified sense of 
God's fatherhood, you subsequently reach the story of Jacob, and 
you begin to get a sense of Soul operating as Spirit, bringing naming 
and blessing. That naming and blessing is something higher than the 
defining and spiritual understanding of the first part of the third 
period. Of course, the whole third period is one of identity. Abraham 
was identified, Jacob was identified, God was identified as I AM, 

God's law was identified as the Commandments, Canaan was iden- 
tified as the Promised Land, and so on. It was all a period of identity, 
but in the beginning it was the identifying of the creative sense as 
fatherhood and the effect of that creative sense. That creative sense 
as fatherhood is spiritual understanding, which Mrs. Eddy says is 
"the reality of all things brought to light" (S. & H. 505 : 27-28). 

Remember that this story of the Bible was edited and put into its 
present form by some of the most spiritually-minded men who ever 
lived. I t  is the one story that has lasted. Every other story has faded, 
but this story will always go on. I t  grows day by day. To-day what 
we are trying to do is to wed science and religion. Religion has been 
a good thing, a thing of faith and belief, but it has not been based on 
understanding; when you base religion on definite understanding, 
then you wed science and religion. 

This whole Abrahan~ic symbol and all its details must live in ou1- 
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thought. As I say. if you went to a play to-night and that play 
illustrated an idea, then you would remember the different characters, 
but the thing that would really thrill you \vould he the idea. If the 
idea was no good. you would be disappointed with the play. If the 
idea was a lo\.ely idea. you would come out inspired and helped. 

In the third period the whole tone is one of definiteness and 
identity. I t  besins with definiteness and climaxes in the most perfect 
sense of identity. It is the period of Soul, of translation. "Metaphysics 
. . . exchanges the objects of sense for the ideas of Soul" (S. & H. 269: 
14-16). First the sense of creator is translated: through Soul, Mind 
the creator is translated into f-atherhood. And then with Jacob you 
begin to get more detinite idea of that creative sense of fatherhood 
as i t  names and blesses. When you come to the illustration of Soul as 
Soul, you toiich pure identity, and that brings about translation, not 
only from the creative and objective sense, where idea is translated into 
its association with its Principle, but also on a higher scale, because at 
that point you touch the hem of the garment of the Christ, and sub- 
jective translation from the divine begins to take place: the ideal is 
translated to the point of idea. 

I am so anxious that we should lift these stories out of the realm of 
the merely hisrorical. You can see that these great prophets, who wrote 
betmeen 850 and 200 KC., Lvere all the time trying to lift the whole 
thing into the realm of idea. of thought. ot' what you might call 
religion. Keli2ion is a \vord I don't like in Science. There is true 
religion-there is no doubt about that. But the word "religion" is 
derived from "re-" . "ligare," to bind. and gives the sense that one 
person is bound to one denomination and someone else to another. 
But the fact of the matter is that nobody is ever bound to anything 
but actual Truth, and there is no actual Truth but that which is 
scientific. and u,hatever is not scientific is not true. The word "scien- 
tific" implies perlkct. accurate knowledge; God is Mind, and the 
scientific is of the nature of Mind. 

".4nd the Lord \.isitcd Sarah as he had said. and the Lord did unto 
Sarah as he h i t d  spoken. Fur Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a 
son in his old afe. at the set time of which God had spoken to him" 
(Gen. 2 1 : I .  2 ). !2braham's sense of fatherhood, \vl~ich was beginning 
to be identitied. \iris bringing forth. at that point of spiritual under- 
standing. Ahr-aham had had his trials and temptations with Lot and 
Hagar, but n o w  his ideal bras beginning to bring forth. W'hether these 
people ever csisted as mortals, or whether Sarah in her old age had a 
child. is not 01' \.cry much importance, but uhat is vastly important 
is that as symbols they show how yollr ideal and the ideals of all men 
can bring fo r th  the fruit of Spirit under all circumstances. 

"And /2br~ihrini called the name of hic  son that was born unto 
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him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac" (Gen. 21 : 3). The commentaries 
say that usually it was the mother who named the child, but here 
Abraham named the child. He was the central figure, Sor this was thc 
period when the creative sense was identified as fatherhood. 

"The Chain of Scientific Being" 

"And Abraham was an hundred years old, when his son Isaac was 
born unto him" (Gen. 21 : 5) .  Now do you really believe that when 
Noah begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth he was exactly 500 years old, 
and that when Isaac was born, Abraham was exactly 100 years old? 
Of course not. They are symbolic numbers. In this case "an hundred 
years old" simply means that Abraham had laid hold on a sense of the 
"ten." Abraham was in that state of thought symbolized by 10 times 
10,-that is, he understood all that the "ten" meant. Abraham was 
seeing from the point of view of fatherhood what Moses in the same 
period embodied in the ten Commandments. Without Abraham 
and Abraham's vision, Moses couldn't have had his vision. With- 
out all that had gone before, without all the men and women who 
had loved the truth and lived for it, Mrs. Eddy couldn't have done 
what she did and nor could Jesus and nor could the Virgin, and we 
couldn't have seen what we have seen. 

"Christ's Christianity is the chain of scientific being reappearing 
in all ages, maintaining its obvious correspondence with the Scriptures 
and uniting all periods in the design of God" (S. & H. 271 : 1-5). 
That is the reason why religions have arisen. W e  know that the  
Christian religion is the answer, but every one of the religions i n  the  
world is the outcome in  some degree of that "chain of scientific being." 
Religions may become distorted, they may be debased to the level of 
Lot as sex-propositions, or like Abraham they may be tempted to 
sacrifice their firstborn, but they were all born originally, in some 
degree, of the "chain of scientific being." What we call civilization 
to-day, the result of the disappearing of mud, slime, ignorance, 
darkness, and so on, is due to that "chain of scientific being" which 
Mrs. Eddy calls "Christ's Christianity." 

We saw in the Adam story how the nature of God as divine Mind 
("Let there be light") analyzed, uncovered, and destroyed the false 
sense of God and the false sense of man. And then we saw in the 
second period how "Let there be a firmament" (Gen. 1 : 6) was 
illustrated in the Noah story and operated to separate the true from 
the false and to establish the sense of divine order, the "bow in the 
cloud" (Gen. 9: 13); this was all the operation of the nature of God 
as Spirit. The sevenfold rainbow symbolized the divine order. Now 
we are seeing "Let the dry land appear," the definiteness of the 
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creative scnqe. illustrated in the story of Abraham. The definite value 
of God as S~~ i11  is becoming apparent. In the first thousand years that 
creative senke was a sense of origin, beginning, "Let there be light" 
(Gen. 1 : >). In the second thousand-year period we saw how a higher 
wn5e 01'cre:ltion or re\elation enable\ >ou t c )  have a firmament, to 
establish the good. .And then you come to the third period, and in 
that third period the creative sense begins to be identified as father- 
hood. The crcati~e wn5e has now become in Abraham a sense of 
fatherhood. 'That creative sense is alu-ays revelation; nothing is 
created. 2 . 2 - 3 comes to a small boy as creation, but it is revela- 
tion. There i h  only one infinite, and so the only creation is revelation. 
Ac retelation C O ~ C S  to us, in our finite ~ a y  we call i t  creation, but 
it is all re\el,ltion. 

In your thlnAing you need that first day and all that it means,- 
wisdom. ~ntclligencc, power, law, action ; i t  means a11 those things 
and much more. You need the second day with its firmament, which 
means purity. understanding, sub5tance, reality, order, birth, develop- 
ment. A n d  now you come to the third day, and you begin to get 
identit), detinitcnecs, the bliss of Soul, the freedom of Soul, the 
incorporealit! of Soul, the sinlessness of Soul, the satisfaction of Soul, 
the snt'rtt! ot Soul, the sanctity of Soul. And so you see that the 
nun~erril\; of' infinit) are becoming more and more definite. 

.4t the twglnn~ng of this third thousand-year period, which is 
divided into tike sections, according to the "seed-plot" in the first 
chapter of Genelic, you see identified thought, the creative sense 
identified a s  f~itherhood. Then comes the story of Jacob, where you 
see defin~te naming and blessing. The seed of that fatherhood is 
definitely named and blessed, and out of that naming and blessing 
there comes the name for God, I AM THAT I ~ v , a n d  out of that naming 
or identl4>~n: 01' God there comes the rule of the divine system, which 
at that time \\;IS called the Commrindments, and out of that comes 
the entnncc Into the Promised Land. 

Let the Details Become a Flow in )'our Thought 

Remernbcr that this is the l a t e s t  suhject in all the world. We are 
talking about infinity. b'hat we've got to do is to have a cultured 
sense of rhe di~int :  tones so that the story comes to us as one story, 
and so that the "seed-plot" in the first chapter of Genesis just lives,- 
lives ris the notes in music live to a musician. 

Someone li:ls sent me n copy of something that the great Belgian 
~iolinist \i s,lyt: rote:- 

Onc nii:.t bc iniprcgnated with the n1usic;~l idea and the feeling of 
a n m k ,  patit.ntl\., iritclligcntly, and rnt.tici~loircly  died ot-el- a long 
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period, so that when executing it one is unconscious of the technique 
which one has applied to it. One must play without realising it. In other 
words it is another self that plays, a higher self. The universal being 
enters into us and reveals us to ourselves. 

As he says, you have to master all the details so that when you 
come to play the piece it is just a flow, and so it is with the ''seed-plot" 
in Genesis. Don't let's be too interested in the historical aspect of the 
Bible: let's see what it all symbolizes. In this third period let's feel 
the touch, the tone, of the third day. Let everything that we do bring 
that "seed-plot" to us more definitely. Then we shall have tools that 
we can use. 

To return to the story of Abraham : as he identified the fatherhood 
of God, he went out to seek something-"he looked for a city which 
hath foundatior s" (Heb. 11 : 10). He had true desire. He went out 
with an ideal (symbolized by Sarah), but he had to purify himself 
before anything could be brought forth; so he got rid of Lot. Then he 
was tempted to work out his problem not through his ideal but 
through the bondwoman, Hagar, but finally his ideal did bring forth, 
and Isaac was born. The whole story emphasizes the identification of 
the sense of fatrlerhood. The creative sense of the first and second 
days has now become identified as fatherhood. You know that in the 
third period God was known primarily as Father, and so Abraham 
reflected that fa:herhood. Remember that in every period you get the 
sense of fatherhood, but in varying degrees. The focus of true father- 
hood is of course in Life, but every day is a day of Life, Truth, and 
Love (see S. & H. 584: 1-2). 

The Laughter Translated 

"And Sarah said, God hath made me to laugh, so that all that hear 
will laugh with me" (Gen. 21 : 6). Do you remember that when 
Abraham was first told that he would have an heir, he laughed? He 
laughed in derision. And then when Sarah heard that she was to 
have a child, she also laughed. But now the laugh becomes a very 
different thing, because Soul is that which translates, and here Soul 
translated that laugh out of derision into joy, into the joy and the 
bliss of Soul. Now, if you understand this symbol and take it into 
your experience, you will find that the derision and laughter with 
which you say of something in human experience,"Oh, it's impossible, 
it can't be done, it's just impossible," will become to you the joy of 
Soul, because it will be translated. "Metaphysics resolves things into 
thoughts, and exchanges the objects of sense for the ideas of Soul" 
(S. Pc H. 269: 14-16). lf you understand the operation of the third 
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day of creation in the calculus of divine idcas. then the laughter of 
derision, u irh u hich jou grccted the possi bili ty of' doing something, 
will becomc thc .joy of Soul. SO you see how infinite the scope of this 
story is, and l i o ~  every detail of it is turning your thought to infinity. 

You kno~k. I isas thinking to-day that when u c  started to see that 
Christian Science was really Science (exact, understandable, demon- 
strable, operating according to law and system), there were just a 
very few of uq and \be urere laughed at. Sometimes we laughed at 
ourselveq. Thcr-e were just a few of us, and we seemed to be taking on 
a big thing. But by now the idea of pure Science has developed. For 
instance. that Iccturc I gave at Conway Hall last May has been printed 
and we have now circulated several thouwnd copies of that lecture. 
including a German translation. The laughter-our own and other 
people's-has turned into something definite, the joy of Soul. You 
can see that translation in every detail of your experience,-your 
health. your happiness. your holiness, your financial affairs, and so on. 

Laying Hold on the Ideas of God 

If the Bible isn't to show men the eternal "now" of idea, of reality, 
then it is of very little use to us. If it is merely a historical record of how 
a certain type of religion developed. and a very inaccurate record at 
that, then i t  just isn't ~vorth the time we give to it.  But it illustrates 
through infinite symbols and in infinite detail how you and I can 
consecratcdl y and intelligently and specifically lay hold on the idcas 
of God. 

Remember [hat the ideas of God are dynamic: they are of the nature 
of power and being and presence. In the realm of mathematics the 
ideas of mrtlhematics arc dynamic; in the realm of engineering the 
ideas of engineering are dynamic: and in the realm of reality every 
idea that is truc. ehu-ything that is of the nature of infinite good (and 
there is nothing so scientific as sood). is dynamic. Every time we 
entertain a diiinc idea. an idea ufhich forever abides in the Mind 
which is God.- the eher-present, eternal Mind.-we are laying hold 
on Immanuel, "God \\.ith us." And it  is the Bible that shows us how 
to lay hold on God's idcas. The story of Abraham is identifying or  
making definirc to you the creative sense as fatherhood, and as you 
gain that creatiic sense as fatherhood, i t  becomes to you spiritual 
understanding. 

Spiritual understanding is what the Bible calls the blind of Christ 
(see Phil. 2 :  5 ) .  and that spiritual understanding raised the dead. 
stilled the tempest, fed the multitude, and cleansed the leper, so it 
certainly is d j  nrtmic. 

All the uVny t hrou2h. let'c remember that the Bible shows uq how 



to lay hold on the ideas of God in the eternal "now." Let's all the 
time go back and refresh our thought with the "seed-plot" of the 
first chapter of Genesis. Don't forget that Mrs. Eddy says, "Sub- 
sequent Bible revelation is coordinate with the Science of creation 
recorded in the first chapter of Genesis" (S. & H. 537: 22-24). The 
first chapter of Genesis shows how men will forever be able in pure 
spiritual Science to lay hold on the ideas of God through the symbol 
of seven days, swelling into numerals of thought, climaxing in the 
seven synonymous terms for God, and operating in a four-dimen- 
sional calculus of the Word, the Christ, Christianity, and Science. 
That is the "seed-plot" which begins the Bible. Every thousand-year 
period in the Bible is to illustrate details of that "seed-plot." We are 
now considering the third thousand years and its first detail,-"Let 
the dry land appear." 

"Cast Out This Bondwoman and Her Son" 

And now comes the story of Hagar and her child. You remember 
what Paul writes of the bondwoman and the freewoman. Many of 
Paul's statements on the Old Testament stories are really wonderful. 
"Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the law? 
For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, 
the other by a freewoman. But he who was of the bondwoman was 
born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise" (Gal. 
4: 21-23). That which comes to you by way of fear, hate, jealousy, 
envy, malice, misunderstanding, is always of the bondwoman, 
materiality. That which comes to you by way of inspiration and 
which you identify as of God comes through the freewoman. "Which 
things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from 
the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agarw-the 
Commandments with their "Thou shalt nots." "For this Agar is 
mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and 
is in bondage with her children. But Jerusalem which is above is 
free, which is the mother of us all. For it is written, Rejoice, thou 
barren that bearest not; break forth and cry, thou that travailest not: 
for the desolate hath many more children than she which hath an 
husband" (Gal. 4: 24-27). You know that all this about "children," 
-the twelve sons of Jacob, the children of Israel, the twelve tribes,- 
is a symbol of idea. 

Paul goes on: "Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the child- 
ren of promise. But as then he that was born after the flesh 
persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even so it is now" 
(Gal. 4: 28, 29). Doesn't that happen in you? Doesn't that which is 
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born of the hunduon~an in you. that t i  hich is born of the flesh. 
persccutc that ~ h i c h  1s born of the Spirit in you'.' Thc only warfare 
you have is in yourself. The only warfare in mat hematics comes about 
according ;is you calculate incorrectly; there is no warfare in mathe- 
matics itself'. ~ ' O U  are ;llwa~.s a law to yourself either of the bond- 
woman o r  the freewoman. The bondwoman is materiality and brings 
sin, disease, and death. The freewoman is that which says, "Beloved, 
now are we thc sons of God" ( I  John 3 :  2). Paul continues: "Never- 
theless what with the scripture'! Cast out the bondwoman and her 
son: for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of 
the freewoman. So thcn. brethren. \i.e are not children of the bond- 
woman. but ot' the free" (Gal. 4 :  20, 2 1 ). 

Rememher th;it this story of the bonduoni;~n. this uonderful 
symbol of the t'rilsc crcati\.e sense which "gendcrcth to bondage," 
is associateci \.s i t i i  Abraham. Now N hy 'l Beciiuse in Abraham the 
creative t'rtculty of Mind and that which it brings forth. which is idea 
(Mind create5 ideas). was very definitely identified. In this story we 
ha\,e sew :.\t~i-;~tl;ini'~ \,ision develop and u c  Iiave also seen the 
warfare,--tlie attempt to destroy the ide;i. When the child of the 
freewoman is horn to you and me, there comcs the attempt by the 
bond\vomrin to deride it and destroy it. We niay have inspiration, the 
son of the frct.~ioni:ln. coming from the Sact that we are the sons of 
God and that our true selfhood is the hlind of Christ. And then 
immediately there seems to come the attempt of the bondwoman to  
destroy it. 

".4nd Sarah .;a\\ thc son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had 
born unto .4br:ihani. mocking" (Gen. 21 : 9). Remember that Egypt 
meant to tl-c Ht.brew that w.hich \\.as paganistic and ignorant. In the 
history of the Hehreu.~.  you can see how Asspria and Babylon 
influenced the Hebreu idealism. but how Egypt contributed nothing 
to it. All the prc~pI1c.t~. you can see. regarded Egypt as a symbol of 
ignorance a n d  superstition. H a p r  mas an E y p t i m ,  and her son 
ucnt  back to  he lau_ehter that \\as derision. 

"&'herefore she [Sarah] said unto Abraham. Cast out this bond- 
N.oman and her son: for the son of this bondw.oman shall not be heir 
\vith my son. c\.en wit11 Isaac" (Gcn. 21 : 10). Sarah was a symbol of  
Abraham's ou!l idcil. rind it \vas his ideal \i hich said to him, "Cast 
out ?his boncin.ornrin and her son." Doesn't >our  ideal say that to  
you'.' But suppose >,our ideal, instead of being mere religious senti- 
ment. were sc~c'ntific more dt.mon\trablc than anything in the 
~ . o r l d ,  thcn \{ F:it a difference there ~ i ~ u l d  be. because it ~ - o u l d  cast 
out the hond\tornan ;ind her son. 

"And the tl111i9 \\;IS \.cry p-icvous in Abraham's sight because of 
his son" ( t icn .  2 I : 1 I I .  I t  is. It's \,cry. \.cry s r i c i . o ~ ~ c  to US. The free- 
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woman says to us, "Get rid of it," but we hate to get rid of it-it is 
the same with every one of us. 

"And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous in thy sight 
because of the lad, and because of thy bondwoman; in all that Sarah 
hath said unto thee, hearken unto her voice; fur in Isaac  hall thy 
seed be called" (Cen. 2 1 : 12). Of course, God didn't say anything of' 
the kind-Abraham simply realized that his ideal was of God. It 
sometimes seems to us as though God says things, but it is just 
eternal fact appearing to us. I t  says, "in all that Sarah hath said unto 
thee, hearken unto her voice;" and yet if you read the commentaries 
you will find that they all say that Sarah behaved very badly to 
Hagar. They reduce the whole thing to the most ordinary human 
basis and say that Sarah was unkind and cruel to Hagar. They don't 
see what it is all about, and yet it is the most wonderful symbol of how 
your ideal says to you all the time, "Cast out this bondwoman and 
her son." As Paul says, "Which things are an allegory." 

Mrs. Eddysays, "When the spiritual sense of Truth unfolds its 
harmonies, you take no risks in the policy of error" (S. & H. 452: 
22-23). When a spiritual idea comes to you, take no chances. ". . . 
infinite space is peopled with God's ideas, reflecting Him in countless 
spiritual forms" (S. & H. 503: 15-1 7). God's ideas are everywhere. 
There never was at any time or in any place any more 2 + 2 = 4 or 
any more of the Christ-idea than there is here and now, because the 
Christ-idea is scientific. So spiritual ideas must always be coming to 
you, and when they do, take no chances. Cast out the bondwoman, 
"for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the 
freewoman." To-day we know how to cast out the bondwoman. We 
have learnt how to use the ideas of Cod to analyze, uncover, and 
annihilate the son of the bondwoman. We have learnt in Science the 
power of idea. 

Take any profession or business-the stage, or engineering, or 
the aeroplane business: what makes it successful ? The power of idea. 
Someone has an idea, and that is power in the realm of that particular 
business. The only creator is Mind and the only creation that is 
worth anything at all is idea. 2 7 2 = 4 written on paper can be 
torn up or burnt, but 2 f- 2 = 4 as an idea is eternal and can't be 
touched or altered. You can't affect it in any way-you can only use 
it. The realm of being is idea, and as we begin to entertain idea, we 
entertain that which is power, reality, substance, entity. We are 
learning through the Bible how to entertain scientifically and in a 
Christlike way the ideas of God. And when men learn that the whole 
story of salvation is in the Bible and that they can use it dynamically, 
then we shall have a world that is different in every way. 

"And also of the son of the bondwoman will I make a nation, 



because he i q  t h y  wed" (Gcn. 21 : 13). "See thou hurt not the oil and 
the nine" ( R c i .  6 :  61 .  If you deal with any condition that faces you 
through Christ. Truth. in Science. you nil1 S L I ~ T  everything that can 
be saved. Thc only thing that will be lost is the "son of perdition," 
which is e v ~ l .  hut ivhntcvcr can be saved you will save. 

The Story of Hagar 

"And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took bread, and 
a bottle of water, ; ~ n d  ga\ c i t  unto Hagar, putting i t  on  her shoulder, 
and the child, and wnt hcr auray:  and she departed, and wandered in 
the wilderness of Bcer-sheba" (Gen. 21 : 14). You know that this 
story of Hagar going into the wilderness is told in two places. In the 
first version (In Genesis 16). which we read before-the Jahweh 
version--the ,tory 15 that because of Sarah's maltreatment of  her, 
Hagar fled ~ n t o  tht '  ~\ilderness. Herr ut: h a w  the Elohistic version, 
in which Abr:lham sends Hagar away. This story shows greater 
\'Islon. 

This is what The Clarendon Bible says on  the subject :- 

Among the stories ~vhich compote the Abraham saga we find a group 
of stories which may be called the Ishmael saga. Just as the saga of 
Lot reflect5 the early traditions about the relation of the neighbouring 
peoples k n o w  as the Moabites and the Ammonites to the Hebrews. 
so the Ishmael stories reflect early traditions about the origin of another 
group of peoples closely related to the Hebrew, the group of nomad 
tribes inhabiting the fringe of steppes surrounding Canaan to the east 
and south-cazt. In the Priestly writer's genealogy of Ishmael in Genesis 
25, the de5cendants of Ishmael are arranged in a group of twelve, an 
ideal representation intended to furnish a parallel to the twelve descen- 
dants of Jacob. 

Each of the three strands in Genesis, J ,  E. and P, have contributed 
something to the composition of the Ishmael stories. In c. 16 we have 
the J story of the taking of Hagar by Abraham at Sarah's suggestion, 
and Hagar's flight into the desert to the sacred spring of Beer-lahai-roi, 
a tradition which is intended to explain the meaning of the name of 
the spring. Then from the hand of the Elohist we have, in c. 21, a doublet 
of the itor? of the cvpulsion of Hagar. The uords, "Return unto thy 
mistres.;," i n  c. 16. are a gloss intended to bring the two stories into 
harmony. That the tu,o stories were originally independent of one 
another is indicated by the discrepancy of the age of Ishmael as given 
in P and E respecti\.ely. According to P's contribution to the Ishmael 
saga, in c. 17, Ishmael was 13 at the time of his circumcision, before 
Isaac was born. I n  c. 21 the birth of Isaac is related by P as taking place 
a year after the circumcision of Ishmael. Then. in the Elohist's story, 
comes the weaning of Isaac and the eupulsic~n of Hagar and her ton. 



when Ishmael would have been a lad of about 16. Yet the E story 
depicts Hagar as carrying the waterskin and the child when she is driven 
out. In the original tradition, no doubt, Hagar did not return, but settled 
in the Wilderness of Paran, the home of the various nomad groups 
whose eponymous ancestor was Ishmael. 

Do you remember that it was said that Ishmael also would beget 
twelve princes (see Gen. 17: 20),-a symbol of some measure of 
demonstration? "Twelve" is always a symbol of demonstration, 
of the proof of Life, Truth, and Love through the Word, the Christ, 
Christianity and Science. So although the bondwon~an and her son 
were sent away,-yet there was something saved. "And also of the son 
of the bondwoman will T make a nation, because he is thy seedw-- 
something was saved, and so it will ever be with that which has any 
element of Truth in it. For the sake of the Abraham state of thought 
something will always be saved. 

"And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took bread, and 
a bottle of water, and gave it unto Hagar"-water is the type of 
purification, and bread is the type of Truth. It doesn't bring in the 
wine of inspiration here, but in the Gospel of John you find the same 
symbols, but with the addition of the wine-you find the water, the 
bread, and the wine. 

"God Hath Heard the Voice of the Lad Where He Is" 

Remember that what we are watching (just as we would watch 
an incident on the stage) is Abraham working out something in his 
own thought, and this symbol might illustrate something that you 
are working out in your own thought, so don't see it as history, but 
as symbol. "And the water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the 
child under one of the shrubs. And she went, and sat her down over 
against him a good way off, as it were a bowshot: for she said, Let me 
not see the death of the child. And she sat over against him, and lift 
up her voice, and wept. And God heard the voice of the lad; and the 
angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said unto her, What 
aileth thee, Hagar? fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the lad 
where he is" (Gen. 2 1 : 1 5-1 7). Mrs. Eddy teaches us that Truth is 
operative in truth and in belief, at all times and under all circum- 
stances. "Inimortal Mind, governing all, must be acknowledged as 
supreme in the physical realm, so-called, as well as in the spiritual" 
(S. & H. 427: 23-25). And so God, the Truth that you know, always 
comes to every condition II'IIPTP it is. It comes to every condition just 
where it is, to save whatever c:ln be saved. "See thou hurt not the oil 
and the wine." 

"Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand; for I will make 
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him a great natlon. And God opened licr cycs. and she saw a well of 
water: and die uent. .ind tilled the hottlc \\ ~ t h  uater. and gave the lad 
drink. Anti God was M ith the lad: and he grew. and dwelt in the wild- 
erness. and became an archer. And he dwelt in the wilderness of 
Paran: and Ill\ mother took him a lvit'c out of the land of Egypt" 
(Gen. 2 1 : 1 S 2 I ).-that is, she ~ e d d e d  the lad to something in 
thought that \+as not _good. 

The Covenant with Abimelech 

And now come.; the story of the covenant ufith Abimelech. and 
this same story is also xsociated \kith Isaac (see Gen. 26). "And 
Abraham took shcep and oxcn. and ga\v them unto Abimelech; and 
both of t1lt.m madc a covenant" (Gcn. 2 1 : 27).  When Abraham had 
workcd out that problem ol'thc b o n d ~ o m a n  and her son, there was 
another situ,~tion to he worked out. It u a s  Ahimelech whom both 
Abraham and I s a x  are supposed to hakc told that their wives,-- 
Sarah and Kcbekah,--mere not thcir \vi\'es. hut only their sisters. 
And so inimcdi;itcly Abraham had worked out the problen~ of the 
b o n d h ~ m a n  iind the t'reeuoman in his o u n  thinking, he had to set 
right his rnist~ikc i n  disonning his idcal, and establish a true relation- 
ship n i t h  Ahirnclech. 

"And A b r ~ h ~ ~ r n  set s c \ m  cite lambs of the flock by themselves. 
And Abimelxh said unto Abraham. What mean these seven ewe 
lambs which thou hast set by themsel~.es? And he said. For these 
se\.en w e  I;inibs ,halt thou take of my hand. that they may be a 
witness unto me, that 1 ha\.e digged this well. Wherefore he called 
that pl~ice Rcc~--shch~i: because there they sware both of them" 
(Gcn. 21 : 2s 31 ). Bccr-sheba means "uell of the oath," and it also 
means "\+.ell oI'se\en." It is a wonderful symbol. Think of all that a 
\\.ell meant to the people in travelling through tliose arid lands. Think 
~vha t  hater nicans spiritually. It was the   ha ell of seven"--a wonderful 
symbol. So [\braham. having seen the necessity of getting rid of the 
bondwoman. \\.as then able to remedy that mistake he had made in 
telling Abimclech that his ideal was not his itical (see Gen. 20). And 
that is \ + . h ~ t  1 . o ~  and I have to do. In the proportion that we get rid of 
the bond~+oriun,  ~ h i c h  is materiality and all that it means.-sin, 
disease. death. hate, \tar, malice, jealousy, envy. lust for power,-we 
can say t o  Ahirnelcch. "I told you that my ideal was not my ideal, 
but it is nly  tical. and I rim going to m;ike a covenant with you that 
it is my idcal. and I am going to make it by r i  well of water"-"a well 
of  water cprlnging up into e\~-lr ist ing lit;.'' (John 4: 14). 

Men ulio vc'rc' perhaps tllc ~+ur ld ' s  grearcst thinkers until the 
time ot'C!iri\r Jesus took this story of Abraham and put it into this 
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perfect sequence, this "chain of scientific being reappearing in all 
ages, maintaining its obvious correspondence with the Scriptures and 
uniting all periods in the design of God." They put it into the eternal 
"now" of reality, the eternal "now" of Science. It is a magnificent 
sequence and,  a s  1 said to you, let's regard it just 11s we would i f  we 
went to a theatre and saw a play. See how it develops, see what it 
really means. Some day the world will see the beauty of these stories 
in the Bible, and then men will really symbolize them on the stage and 
on the pictures. Some day these will be what men will demand, 
because they alone can redeem men from the son of the bondwoman, 
-the hell of materiality. 

INTERVAL 

Individual Methods 

It is everybody's right to give Christian Science to the world just 
as he feels he should, in the same way that it is his right to give mathe- 
matics or music or art or literature in the way he thinks he will. As you 
know, we are thinking all the time now how we can bring this Science 
to mankind as a whole, to that state of thought which is earnest in its 
desire for the truth. One individual has just taken an interesting step 
which may bear a lot of fruit. He has put an advertisement in a West 
Country paper :- 

SCIENCE 
While scientifically organized evil is apparently accomplishing its 

devastating mission with the greatest efficiency, organized religious 
belief has to stand by and watch, practically helpless. 

Yet the Bible contains a spiritual Science which is as logical as 
mathematics and can be learnt just as intelligently. This divine Science 
makes this dominion of good over evil a practical proposition. Oppor- 
tunities to learn this Science are now becoming available. 

lnformation can be gained from . . . 
You see, salvation is individual. This story we are now considering, 

this symbol of Abraham, comes to the individual; as it comes to the 
individual, and the individual uses it, it swells into the collective, and 
finally becomes universal, when thought turns to the One, to God. As 
the Christ-idea comes to us in its Science, it is up to ezch one of us to 
decide how we are going to give it to the other fellow, because it is 
an individual matter, but we are all under bonds to give the Christ- 
idea to mankind. It is no use trying just to get Science, because if you 
get and you don't give, it goes stale on you, and it is not reflection, 



The Temptation to Sacrifice Isaac 

Now we come to Chapter 22, with that interesting and very 
complex story of hon1 Abrah:ini was tcmpted to sacrifice Isaac. In 
thocc da>s.  :ind indccd until the tinic of' Christ Jesus, sricrifices of 
the firstborn \\.ere not ;it :ill uncommon. In fcict. it is thought that in 
many tribcs to-day they still take place. When spiri turilly understood, 
this story in~!ic':itei th;it Abraham bras tempted to sacrifice the fruit 
of his den i r~~ i~ t r~ i t ion .  It \\.;is a \\.onderfuI state ofthought in Abraham 
that M ; ~ S  not ;ifraid to sricriiice the human syrrihol. The one thing that 
matters i n  ;ill thcsc things is the way of u.isclor.n. which is the way 
ot' \I ind. S~~met imcs  \kc are called upon to sacr+iticc a symbol u.hich 
seems a ~ 0 0 d  symbol. but if u e  didn't sxritice that symbol, we 
n.ouldn't gct any\\ ht'rc. 011 the othcr hand. thc'rc arc some times when 
\+.c ;ire Id ty fiinaticism, w.hich is not bawd on intelligence. to 
sacriticc a ~ ~ n i b o l  u.hich we should not sacrifice. I feel that that 
applies to mcniberihip of churchcs. Thcrc arc certain peoplr: u.ho. i t '  
they rcni~iin rncmi-rers ot'churclws. beconic dead. mcntdly and spiri- 
tually. But tt~~:r.c' ;isc o t l w  people to \ihoin thc church niay be helpful 
rind to \\Iiom 11-c church n~riy be a good synibol \\ hicl: they need for 
a time. \r'ou i : l l l  ncvcs tell tlic othcr fellow \illat is best for him. You 
must Ica\.c i r  to the individual to decide. 

"And i t  c;ime to pass at'tsr these things, that God did tempt 
Abraham. :in:1 \;lid unto him, .Abrithnm: ;lnd he wid, Behold, here I 
am. And t ic' slid. Takc no\{, t h y  son. thine only son Isaac, w.hom thou 
lovest, and gCt thcc into the land of hloriith; and offcr him therc for 
a burnt otkr ing upon one of thc mountains ~ I l i c h  I \\ . i l l  tell thee of" 
(Gen. 2 2 :  1 .  1). b'hcn I s r i ; ~  Mas brought I'orth. immediately there 
cariic sc\cr;il ternptntions. because 3 s  i t  c a m s  to 11s. the idea forces 
us to put it on a r i ~ l i t  basis. First of all the boondwornm and hcs 
son had to he dc:ilt ~vith so that even Ishmael brought forth n 
certain arnount of demonstration. and then the relationship ~ i t h  
Abimelech al,c~ hrid to be made to bsin? t'orth a certain amount of 
demonstration a n ~ i  agreement. Now it sterns that Abraham had to 
trike a higher qtcp: hc had to gain a true spiritual sense of what was 
the spiritu:iI 2nd \ \hat  \\.its thc symbol. 

"And it came to pass aticr thcse things. that God did tempt 
Abraham" (Gcn. 2 2 :  I)-you knon-. in one \ t i~y  i t  is perfectly true to 
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say that God tempts us: Truth forces us to f'ultil its demands, and it 
impels us to go on, and often the very demands of Truth bring up 
temptations that didn't exist before. For instance, a father with a good 
business may put his son into that business, and give him a position 
of responsibility, which may bring to the son temptations that he 
never had before. It is not that the father tempts him, but simply that 
the position brings new situations, new responsibilities. Of course, 
God never tempts anybody, because He is "of purer eyes than to 
behold evil," and cannot "look on iniquity" (Hab. 1 : 13). 

"And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind 
him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and 
took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt-offering in the stead of 
his son" (Gen. 22 : 13). You remember that in the Book of Daniel you 
find the symbols of the ram and the he-goat, and the ram with two 
horns corresponds to False theology (see Dan. 8). Mrs. Eddy says, 
"To seize the first horn of this dilemma and consider matter as a 
power in and of itself, is to leave the creator out of His own 
universe; while to grasp the other horn of the dilemma and regard 
God as the creator of matter, is not only to make Him responsible 
for all disasters, physical and moral, but to announce Him as their 
source, thereby making Him guilty of maintaining perpetual misrule 
in the form and under the name of natural law" (S. & H. 1 19 : 8-1 6). 
The theologian will never admit that there isn't both Spirit and matter. 
When he admits that they aren't both real, he will have to get rid of a 
personal God and a personal Saviour and a personal sense of every- 
thing else. The claim of theology to-day,-the claim that is destroying 
it,-is syn~bolized by that ram, and it is caught in a thicket by its two 
horns,-the belief in both matter and Spirit. 

Abraham eventually saw that what he had to sacrifice was not the 
best human symbol of his ideal, but his belief in both Spirit snd 
matter. And so he sacrificed the ram. We all have to do that. The 
religionist is a good man and he is in earnest, but he believes that 
both Spirit and matter are real. It is like believing that 2 - 2 - 4 and 
2 2 = 5 are equally real, and it is an impossibility. Before we 
sacrifice entirely our belief in the material, we have to sacrifice thc 
belief that there are two, the belief in both matter and Spirit. We can't 
get anywhere until we see that there is one substance,-the infinite 
Spirit, divine Mind,-and that there is no other. 

The temptation came to Abraham through the reigning fanatical 
religious belief to sacrifice his firstborn as the very highest offering to 
God. It seems as though he had three experiences: he had to deal 
with the son of the bondwoman, he had to get things straightened 
out with Abimelech after disowning his ideal, and then he had to 
prove that the idea which his ideal brou,nht forth was indestructible 
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and couldn't be touchcd. So he sacrificed the ram,-the belief that 
the idea uas  based on both Spirit and matter. 

"And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the 
second time, and said, By myself have I sworn. saith the Lord, for 
because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, 
thine only son: that in blessing I will blcss thee, and in multiplying 
I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand 
which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his 
enemies: and In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; 
because thou hast obeyed my voice" (Gen. 22 : 15-1 8). That passage 
is an insertion by a redactor, or editor. It u,as not in any of the four 
documents: i t  was put in later by a redactor to show u.hat comes to 
us as we sacritice the belief in both Spirit and matter. 

The Cave of 5lachpelah 

"And Sarah was an hundred and seven and tbenty years old: these 
were the years of the life of Sarah. And Sarah died in Kirjath-arba" 
(Gen. 23 : 1 ,  2 I .  Now comes the story of how Abraham bought the 
cave of hlachpelah to bury his dead in. U'hat interests us is that the 
symbol of h ~ s  ideal seemed to have passed away and he wanted some- 
uhere to bury i t ,  to submerge it in Spirit (see S. & H. 582: 22-23), 
and he pald t'or that cave of Machpelah 400 shekels of silver (see 
Gen. 23: 15).-that is, some measure of the fourfold calculus of 
divine ideas as applied to the human. 

In every case we see the disappearing of the sq mbol: we are 
watching now the disappearance of the symbol Abraham, but the 
idea goes cn. ".As we rise, the symbols disappear." We are watching 
the disappearance of the symbol Abraham, and first of all Sarah dies. 
Nobody knons i t '  there ever was an actual Sarah, and she may have 
been invented as a symbol of a tribe, but spiritually she is a symbol of 
Abraham's  deal. 

There is a great deal written about this cake of Machpelah, which 
seems to hake been looked upon as one of the sacred places, and they 
were resarded ;is of great importance. There mere certain well-known 
"high place\," such as Bethel and Hebron, and undoubtedly when 
the children of Israel came into Canaan they bent up and worshipped 
at these plxc\ .  They \torshipped their o l rn  m s e  of God, and in 
many cases they worshipped the cgods of other people as well. 

A Bride for Isaac 

Now comes the story of how Abraham sent f i~s  a uife for Isaac. 
Isaac didn't hc?\,t' enough backbonc to go and find his own \$fife! 
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According to the authorities, this story of Isaac taking 2s a wife 
Rebekah, a granddaughter of Abraham's brother Nahor, and the 
story of Jacob going to see Laban and marrying his daughters, Leah 
and Rachel-these stories are looked upon as symbols of the uniting 
of' tribes. Abr-aliani sent to N a h o r ,  and f?ebttkah ~ 1 ~ 1 s  brought b;lcl\ 
to be Isaac's w~fe:  that symbolized the entrance of the A r a m ~ a n s  into 
Canaan to join the Hebrews who were already there. Later on the 
Elohistic record says that Jacob went "into the land of the people of 
the east" (Gen. 29: 1 )  which is usually taken to refer to the north- 
west part of the Arabian desert, while the Jahweh record says that 
he went to Haran, in north-west Mesopotamia. The historical theory 
is that the story of Isaac is a symbol of how certain Aramzans came 
into Canaan through Nahor and were united with the Abrahamic 
group, and that the story of Jacob is a symbol of how other A r a m ~ a n s  
came from the people of the east into Canaan and were also united 
with the Abrahamic group. That is how they regard these stories of 
the marriages historically, but of course there is so much more in 
them, They are just alive with symbol. 

"And Abraham said unto his eldest servant of his house, that 
ruled over all that he had, Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh: 
and 1 will make thee swear by the Lord, the God of heaven, and the 
God of the earth, that thou shalt not take a wife unto my son of the 
daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell: but thou shalt go 
unto my country, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my son 
Isaac. And the servant said unto him, Peradventure the woman will 
not be willing to follow me unto this land: must I needs bring thy 
son again unto the land from whence thou camest? And Abraham 
said unto him, Beware thou that thou bring not my son thither again. 
The Lord God of heaven, which took me from my father's house, and 
from the land of my kindred, and which spake unto me, and that 
sware unto me, saying, Unto thy seed will I give this land; he shall 
send his angel before thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto my son 
from thence" (Gen. 24: 2-7). Abraham was determined to wed his 
idea to something that was of the nature of Spirit. 

Your Ideal Brings Forth Your True Selfhood 

You and I are facing the same situation to-day: we have wedded 
ourselves to an ideal, to Christianity and Science, and we call it 
Christ Science; and it is bringing forth to each one of us our own true 
selfhood. The thing that is being born to each one of us is our own 
individuality. "lf any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, a11 things are become new" (11 Cor. 
5:  17). "As for me, T will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be 
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catik.iied. \\ licn I a\\.:l kc. \\ i t l i  t h y  lil\t.nc<<" I 1'5. 17: 15). 'L'ou lia\.c 
ncdded j o u t - ~ ~ l i '  1 0  illis ideal 01' C'llrist Scic~icc hecausc yoit ha1.e 
g incd  scmc wnw of' God as Soul. and ~ .cw 11a1.e felt the tone ot' 
Soul as ;Z?irl~J: so colt ha1.e identitied your ideal of revelation or 
creation.- t!ic rc~cl!;~lion that comcs t~ >oil and me day in and day 
out. You I I ; L L C  idctitilied it atid i t  is Abr;lliam to yoit. Now it is 
brinzing t'ort 11 to I, ou uphat God kno\\,s ;tboitt you. I t  is bringing forth 
to ~ ~ 0 1 1  >.oL!I- o\?n true selfficml. I t  i s  showi~ig  yo^: that "I and rn., 
1-at her :ire one'' (Joli~i 10: 30). Tlic only thing y o u  can ever find is 
\vl~at GoJ Lrio\\-~ about >(>it t'rom e\m-lasting to everlastins. You 
can't find x n ? . t h i r ~ g  about  5 5 1 0  hut whri t  niathcmatics 
knows about i t .  \%'hat the infinite knous about you.- your  true 
spiriti~al sdf'1ioocf.---is now being born to you .  Your ideal. ~c.hich you 
c;ill Science. or Christian Science, or di\.,ine Science. is brinsing 
forth to you yolit- mi11 spiritiinl idea or selfhood. man in God's image 
and likenesc. 11'you ha1.e some sense of true fattierh~od. as .Abraham 
had. anti > O L I ~  icical hrings forth an idea. then you'\.e got to see, as 
Abrnhatn d ~ t i .  that that idea milst be wedded to something, and if 
you are v iw like .4br:tham you \ + i l l  see that i t  is \\.edded only to that 
Lvhich is righr. t o  ideas that are born of God. It hr!s p t  to he wedded 
to the di\ inc. 

Father This Spiritual Sclfhood 

"And if ti:e \\oninn \\. i l l  not be ~ i l l i n g  to follow thee, then thou 
shalt be clear from this my oath : only bring not In\; son thither again" 
(Gen. 24. 8 ) .  \r'ou must not turn back. II'>.ou don't succeed at first. if 
you don't makc your demonstration at tirst. you must keep on tr>ing. 
You must n o t  turn brick. \\.hate\.er you do. 

f n  this period detiniteness is brought O L I ~  Iwy strikingly. You 
remember ti~-~w .4hr;lh;1111 said to Lot, "it' tlioi~ \i ilt take the left hand. 
then I w i l l  go to the right: or it' thou depart to the right hand, then I 
will go to th;. left" ((;en. 13: 9 ) ;  he knew that the creative sense of 
fatherhood \\ 11 ich N as bringing forth re\ elation was absolutely 
irresistible. how, j.orr'~.c got to haix the same sense. and you will. 
if you begin ;o iinderstand God as Soul, and bq in  to understand the 
nature ot' \ouI ;IS di\.int. Mind.-----that is. as the ct-eati\,e sense of 
hthcrhood. n l ~ i c h  is revelation. Of course, thib sense of fhherhood 
is not the highcbt sense of it,  \.\hidl comcs in Lite; here Soul identifies 
Mind as 1.itrlic.t-Iicwd. \i.hich Abraham mnnif2sted. (Zs you begin to 
get that scn\c ~ l ' Sou l  as Mind, you begin to become n !'ather to your 
own spiritu;ii ~Afnood, and jou have to be. because j.ou reflect God, 
w h o  is Father, Son, ;lnd Mother. So you ha\.e to be father. son. and 
 noth her- lit-st 01' all to yoursclt: and illen to C \  er> body and c\.erything 
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clse. Even in Iiumran expc~.icnce that is truc: you arc a son, then you 
become a father, and you may become a mother through certain 
qualities of thought. 

Abrahzim was a father to his idea, his seed, and he saw that that 
seed must be wedded to the right thing. Now you niust see the same. 
We certainly ought to love our own selfhood which God has given us. 
If we don't love our own true identity, what will we love'? If we 
wouldn't make sacrifices for our own true selfhood, what would we 
make sacrifices for?  Nothing. 

Now, as your own true selfhood begins to come to you, and you 
begin to see that you are the man of God's creating, and because of 
revelation you begin to identify yourself as the idea of Mind, you 
begin to gain a spiritual understanding of yourself. As you do that, 
see that you wed it to that which is essentially right, and you will be 
doing what Abraham did. The symbol of Abraham's idealism, Sarah, 
had disappeared, as the symbols all disappear, but the idea hadn't 
disappeared, and Abraham saw that what was born of that ideal, and 
what would always be, must be rightly wedded. You've got to see the 
same thing. 

T o  many of us the fact that we are God's idea is far more real than 
this belief of corporeality, which is going to pass away, because it is 
temporary and finite. We don't hate the old thing, because that's not 
the way to deal ~ i t h  it, but we shall be glad to get rid of believing in 
its reality. The fact of our true selfhood is becoming definite to us. 
Our bodies aren't our real selves. The real man is God's Idea from 
everlasting to everlasting, and he reflects God's nature. As idea,, man 
is as eternal and definite as God Himself; and as that conies to us, we 
must wed it to the right thing. We needn't be afraid if we are conscious 
of that which is represented by Abraham,-conscious of the nature of 
God as Soul, manifesting itself as Mind or creator. I f  we can identify 
the fatherhood of God in  spi r i t~~al  understanding, we needn't be 
afraid. 

Uplifting the Commandments 

"And the servant put his hand under the ihigh of Abraham his 
master, and sware to him concerning thrit niatter. And the scrvant 
took ten camels of the camels of his master, and departed" (Gen. 24: 
9, 10). D o  you suppose that it was just a chance that he took ten? 
No-it was a symbol of that state o f  t h o u ~ h t  hich was later made 
manifest in the ten Commandments. 

"And Ilt: arose, and \bent to Mesopotamia, unto the city of Nahor. 
And he made his camels to kneel down witliout tile city by a \+ell of 
water at the time of thc evening, cvcn the time that u omen go out to 
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draw Liatcr. And Ile s'iid, O Lord C~od ol' nly mahtcr Abl-d~iiln, 1 
pray thee. send me good speed this dity. and shew kindness unto my 
master Abriiham. Behold, I stand here by the uell of n.;lter; and the 
daughters ot' the men of the city come out to draw water: and Ict it 
wine to pass, that the damsel to \+horn I shall say, Let down thy 
pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink: and she shall say, Drink, and I 
will give t h y  c;imels drink also: let the same be she that thou hast 
appointed l'c)r thy servant Isaac; and thereby shall 1 know that thou 
hr~st she~i.eci kindness unto niy master" (Gcn. 24: 10-14). It is as if he 
\vere saying. "kl'lien anything conies along that helps me and helps 
rill: to maintain and refrcsh my sense of t h e  application of spiritual 
fact to the 11uma11, tlien I shall knob that i t  is ol'God." I t  is a spiritual 
symbol, not a hulnan plan. The scn.ant saw that the idea must bc 
~ e d d e d  to somethins that would uplil't the sense 01' application to 
the huinan. Iiitcr s! nibolizcd by the ten Co~n~nandmcnts. 

11 ed Your True Selfhood to l'irgin Thought 

"i\n d ~t cLl me to piss. h c 1 f i , r c ~  he /~ud ~k)iw \[JLWX iir:"'--o h ,  if' ~e could 
only havs dzmonstrations of that kind, then \+e uouldn't haie patient3 
--be noulcin't ha\e people who lxtke to bc patient until u e  heal 
then)! "4nc i t  came to pas?. before he had done speaking, that, 
behold. RebcLih came out, \+ 110 \+as born to Hethuel. son of Milcah, 
the u lt'e 0 1  C,lhor. Abraham's brother. k i t h  her pitcher upon her 
shoulder. !\ilcf the damsel uas \cry Smr to looh upon, a kirgin, neither 
had an! rn , iYi  hnonn her: and she \tent d w n  to the uell, and filled 
her pitcher. and came up" (Gen. 23: 15. 161. \{ hat could be lo\elier 
than to \ red  !our ideal to that nhich is ~ i r p n  thought, that hicli has 
noth~ng to do  ttith mortal manhood'! 

"And thc servant ran to meet her. and mid, Let me, I pray thee. 
drink a l~ttls Bater of thy pitcher. And she sml, Drink, my lord: and 
shc hasted, Lind let d m n  her p~tcher upon her hand and sake him 
drink. And \then she had done g i~ ing  hlm drlnh. h e  said, I n ~ l l  draw 
uater for ti14 camels also, untll they h a ~ e  done drinkins. .And she 
hasted. and crnpticd her pitcher into the trough, and ran a g i n  unto 
the uell to dr'iu iintcr, and dre~v for all h i \  camels" (Cien. 23: 17-20). 
When we encounter that \ir_cin thought of purity, u hen our thousht is 
exalted to the reality, the pouer, tile bang. and the substance of 
spiritual things, and there is that \ irgin d w r e  to wed our ideal to 
something that 1s only of God, tlien there \ + i l l  be a spiritual uedding, 
and it \i 111 be the consummation of dib ine relationship. 

"And ~t came to pass, as the camels had done drinking, that the 
man took a 2oldc.n earrlng of half a shcLcl \+eight, and two bracelets 
for her h;ind. of tell \iit.hcl\ %eight ol'gold" ((;c.n. 24: 22).  This "ten" 
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enters in all the time; it is a symbol of the coming of the ten Com- 
mandments. "And said, Whose daughter art thou'! tell me, I pray 
thee: is there room in thy father's house for us to lodge in? And she 
said unto him, I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, which 
she bare unto Nahor. She said moreover unto him, We have both 
straw and provender enough, and room to lodge in" (Gen. 24: 23-25). 
"In my Father's house are many mansions" (John 14: 2). As your 
spiritual selfhood begins to appear to you, and you wed it to that 
which is virgin, it will provide you with plenty of room in the house,- 
with many, inany aspects of infinity. 

"And the man bowed down his head, and worshipped the Lord. 
And he said, Blessed be the Lord God of my master Abraham, who 
hath not left destitute my master of his mercy and his truth: 1 being 
in the way, the Lord led me to the house of my master's brethren. And 
the damsel ran, and told them of her mother's house these things. 
And Rebekah had a brother, and his name was Laban: and Laban 
ran out unto the man, unto the well" (Gen. 24: 26-29). There seems 
to be no record whatever of where this story of Laban originated. It 
is suggested by one of the authorities that the word "Laban" was 
derived from an Assyrian god, but it is all very, very obscure. You 
remember that Laban's dealings with Jacob were very unsatisfactory; 
Jacob's weren't too good themselves, but Laban's were just a little 
worse! Laban seems to be introduced as a symbol of'duality. As you 
and I try to wed that which is being born to us,-the Christ-idea 
which reveals to us our true selfhood,-we must wed it to Truth (the 
only thing we can wed it to), to God's ideas, to the truth about all 
men. "And 1,  if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto 
me" (John 12: 32),-as ycu lift up the idea that is being born to you 
of your own true selfhood, it begins to be wedded to every one of 
God's ideas. And so when Laban comes along, be alert. Laban, like 
every human condition, presents aspects of good, also aspects of evil. 

Definiteness in Every Detail 

"And it came to pass, when he saw the earring and bracelets upon 
his sister's hands, and when he heard the words of Rebekah his 
sister, saying, Thus spake the man unto me; that he came unto the 
nian; and, behold, he stood by the camels at  the well. And he said, 
Come in, thou blessed of the Lord ; wherefore standest thou without? 
for I have prepared the house, and room for the camels. And the man 
came into the house: and he ungirded his camels, and gave straw and 
provender for the camels, and water to wash his feet, and the men's 
feet that were with him" (Gen. 24: 30-32). You remember that 
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":Ind t l ~ c  I.ortf i i , ~ i l ~  h l c w d  rn)' rr;as!cr gri.;ttly: and he is bccoliie 
i ~ r c a t :  and Ilc' 1:;ttIi ? i t en  him f toch~.  and Iici-d,. and iilitsr. and ?old. 
and nicnicr\:tnti. and rii:tidwr~a~its. anti ca rnc l~ .  and  ;tsies" (Gen .  24: 
3 5 ) .  1t'oril~- ) L ~ L I  ; ~ n d  I undcntood the ~ ~ t u r c  ot ' ( lod :IS Soul. mani- 
Sc\tin>! itizl~'  t i \  \tilid. translating i t \ t ' l t ' ; t i  cft'tinitt' idea.- - safe in Soul, 
idontiticd in SOLII. balitnccd it: Soul. \a t i i~ied i n  SOLII. and maintainins 
the n;tti~rc (11' SOLII : :\s ! oil ;tnd I lied oi!rscl\ cs to  this ideal thitt ~ i e  
ha\.e seen of ('Iiri\ti:~nit> and  Sciencc. :ind t'i-on1 that idc:~! cl,nies to 
us :I i-ight idc:! ( ~ l ' o i l r e l \ c i  ;l\ <;ad's idea. and \kc scc the Scienc'c? of  it, 
the c\~r!;iint! $)I' i f .  \ i e  \ho l~ ld  nc \c r  he :tfraid tli;ir anythins can touch 
it. .And that I., I:! I h o  ut'ten t l u t  d;iy in and J;ty ou t  0~12ht  to 
pr~Itect 011r- t I-ui.  ,\clt'liood. \\'e (j~tglit  t o  l',-,t-;;i tho h,it>it 01' lifting LIP 
our  truc ~t ' l i ' l~ooii  1,) the point (>I' Xlinci. Spirit. Soul. Prilicipltl. Life. 
Truth,  a n d  I o \ c .  \\ t. oiig!~t to hno\.i tliitt twcairw G o d  is blind, o u r  
nature i \  idcl .  idea 01' po\\cr-. i i i d o n i .  ~ n t c l l i ~ c n c e :  that  because 
God is Spirit. t11;~:  idca ii ~ ~ l h t 3 n t i ; t l .  i t  is pitrc. it exists ;it tlic point 
ot' de~elt~:>riit.rit. i! l l ; r l  :hc \:r.cn?~h 01' Spirit ; ~ n d  the order of Spirit: 
that bcca~lhc c;od i> 5(\!11. iIi.!t i c i a  th;tt i b  I / . \  i \  ic!cntified, a s  detinite 
as  G o d  ti ir;i\cll'. \;trlctificd. \;iti\ficd. i ! i~~~rpo~.c ' ; t l .  3inle\s. and  it has 
it,!. ~ n d  h?i i i  .lnd I ' r -c~~do~li :  that bcc:~~l\c  (,cd i \  Pr-itlciplc. that idca is 
l ! c n ? o ~ i ~ t r ; ~ t c J .  i !  liici in tl-c r w l n ~  I )I.Onc ( P O I  I I I ; I I I ~ ) .  in tlic realni o f  
tlic , ~ ~ t i i i i t r :  ( ~ : : i ~ , .  i t  , h  1.1 ) IT\  c.1. i ~ i ~ c r p t . c t ~ d .  i t  i \  I o t ~ ~ ~ t i ; ~ ~ i o t i : ~ i .  I! I S  h h i c .  

j! Iibc:~ 111 tilt ic:~Ini o! ' \>\ [cI I? ; L I I ~  Scic!~cc: t i ; < 1 1  bcc:11.1sc C ; o d  I.it2, 
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that idea is individualized. exalted, multiplied, and rcflzcts the divine 
fatherhood; that because God is Truth, that idea i(; i n  and of Christ, 
manhood, and is of the nature of health, the nature of consciousness, 
form, sonship, standard; and that because God is Love, that idea is 
fulfilled, it is ascended, always ascended, it is mothered, it is protected, 
it is beautified and glorified. As you do that, day by day, you lift up 
your true selfhood. 

Identified Revelation 

"And Sarah my master's wife bare a son to m y  master when she 
was old : and unto him hath he given all that he bath. And my master 
made me swear, saying, Thou shalt not take a wifc to my son of the 
daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell : but thou shalt go 
unto my father's house, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my 
son. And I said unto my master, Peradventure the woman will not 
follow me. And he said unto me. The Lord, before whom 1 walk, will 
send his angel with thee, and prosper thy way; and thou shalt take a 
wife for my son of my kindred, and of my father's house: then shalt 
thou be clear from this my oath, when thou comest to my kindred; 
and if they give not thee one, tho11 shalt be clear from my oath. And 
I came this day unto the well, and said, 0 Lord God of my master 
Abraham, if now thou do prosper my way which I go: behold, 1 
stand by the well of water; and it shall come to pass, that when the 
virgin cometh forth to draw water, and I say to her, Give me, I pray 
thee, a little water of thy pitcher t o  drink; and she say t o  me, Both 
drink thou, and I will also draw for thy camels: let the same be the 
woman whom the Lord hath appointed out for my master's son. And 
before I had done speaking in mine heart, behold, Rebekah came 
forth with her pitcher on her shoulder" (Gen. 24: 36-45). The 
wonderful definiteness of it, the identity @fit ,  the certainty of it! That 
is the way we've got to work out our salvation. Our salvation has got 
to be as definite to us as a chord is to a musician or a calculation to 
a mathematician. Then it will be based on Science and system, on that 
which is Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, and !,eve. 

"And I asked her, and said, Whose daughter art thou? And she 
said, The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor's son, whom Milcah bare unto 
him: and I put the earring upon her face, and the bracelets upon her 
hands. And I bowed dourn my head, and worshipped the Lord, and 
blessed the Lord God of my master Abraham, which had led me 
in the right way to take my master's brother's daughter unto his son" 
(Gen. 24: 47, 48). 

Remember that the great prophets took all the existing records, 
drew them together, and left out what they didn't want. At every 
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ctnge you can see j ~ c t  uhat they uere illustrating Here y o u  cee that 
they are iilust ritting dsf niteness and the ability to identify.-identified 
revelation, Soul as !blind, tvhich comes to us as spiritual under- 
standing. \C lien you come to another period. you see similar symbols 
used to bring out something different. Remember, we are not reading 
these storiec L i ~  they were recorded originally, because they were later 
brought into accord with the spiriti~al \ islon of the prophets to show 
definite thinp. That is kvhy ure see this story as  one of identified 
revelation. \+'hen  be come to the story of Jrlcob, i t  ~ i on ' t  give a sense 
of identified revelation, but of an identified "tirmament." identified 
separation. 

"The Thing Proceedeth froni the Lord" 

"And no\\ i f '  ye will deal kindly and truly \tit11 my maqter, tell me: 
and if'not, t c l l  me: that i may turn to the right hand. or to tlic left. 
Then Lahan rind Bethuel answered and said, Ttic thing proceedetli 
froni the Lord: be  cannot speak unto thee bad or good. Behold, 
Rebekah is hct'ore thee. take her. and go. and let her be thy master's 
son'\ wife. a4 the Lord hath spoken" (Gen. 23 : 49- 5 I ). So u hen you 
and I h a ~ e  1F.e Abraham state of consciousness and u e  have a Sarah, 
an ideal. hlch is Cliristirin Science. and it  g i ~ e s  birth to an idea. 
uhich is xiniarily our o\vn true selfhood, and then u e  begin to wed 
that to the purc things of God. day in and day out. to the truth about 
health. holines\. and happiness, the truth about redity, there u i l l  be 
no doubt in our mind whatever, and we shall be able to say, "The 
thing prccecdeth from the Lord." 

"And the servant brought forth jewels of silcer, and jebels of gold, 
and raiment. ;tnd gave them to Rebekah: he gave also to her brother 
and to hcr inother precious things. And they did eat and drink, he 
and the men that ucrc with him. and tarricd all night; and they rose 
up in the mornlng. and he said. Send me auay unto my master. And 
her brothcr and hcr mother said, Let the damsel abide with us a 
few days. at the least ten: after that she shall go. And he said unto 
them. Hindcr nie not. seeing the Lord hrtth prospered my ~ a y :  $end 
me away th,it I may go to my master. And they said. We uill call the 
damsel, and enquire at her mouth. And they crillcd Rebekah. and 
said unto her. Wilt thou go uith this man? And she said, I uill go" 
(Gen. 24: 5.7-51)-a scnse of definite. identi tied revelation again. 
Remember that Rehekah was the one u ho afterwards saved the 
birthrisht for Jacob, when Isaac uould have _given the birthright to 
Emu and it i\ould hale been lost. Rebekah sa\,ed i t ,  becriuse she \+as 
the spirituallq-minded one. 



Your Spiritual Selfhood the Forever Fact 

As you begin to gain a true sense of your own selfl~ood, and you 
lift it up, and you realize that "Beloved, now are we the sons of God" 
(I John 3: 2), and you know that "I and my Father are one" (John 
10: 30), it will be wedded to that which is wonderful, to that which is 
virgin, which knows no man, no mortal experience, and you will 
know that it is the right thing, and you will demonstrate that which is 
Christianity,-association or true relationship with other ideas. At 
first you will demonstrate true individuality; then it will become 
collective, and you will demonstrate the true relationship of every 
idea of God to every other idea; and then it will swell into the 
universal, when all thought will turn to God Himself. Mrs. Eddy 
says that "all true thoughts revolve in God's orbits: they come from 
God and return to Him" (Mis. 22: 16-1 8). The idea will be found to 
have been forever in Principle. You may hear the performance of a 
Beethoven sonata, but it always existed in the principle of music. 
You and I are thrilled by it, and we think of it as something that was 
created, but it was always in its principle, and eventually thought 
returns to the fact that it is just music. And so as you find your true 
selfhood "hid with Christ in God" (Col. 3: 3), with Truth in God, 
your thought returns to Principle, and you see that-"as it was in thc 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be"-there is nothing going on but 
God. But the things of God can be symbolized intelligently to you and 
me right where we are, and that is the story of the Bible. 

Now "Comfort ye, comfort ye my people" (Isa. 40: 1). What is to 
comfort you? The development of eternal Life, Truth, and Love. 
You are watching your coming from God and your returning to God. 
You are watching the birth of your own true selfhood. Hug it to you, 
value it, love it, understand it. It is warm, it is living, it is Immanuel, 
it is "God with us." And look at it instead of looking at mortal mind 
and its little foolishnesses. If you look at it, mortal mind will 
disappear. It is bound to disappear; it can't help it. 



ISAAC 

The Birth of Jacob and Esau 
Jacob and Rachcl 

'I'hc. S~rnbols C'hangc; Thc l'hcnw Cocs On Developing 

Let'b I . C ' I I I ~ I I I ~ L ' ~ -  t h ~ t  i ic  ;ire ~ ~ . ; ~ t c l i i r i ~  tlic d c ~ ~ e l o p ~ i i e n t  of the 
intinilc. tlic'nlC 01' "Siic'llcc \ i l l s t .  . . . the song of songs" ( M y .  354: 
22. 23) .  T11c \!nihoI.; c h a n ~ c .  hut the thcnie goes on dec,eloping 
and dct.cIopirlg. 

.4s 13.c lsati. ; ~ t  the beginning of the Hible tilcrc is the "seed-plot" 
of  the \ilio:c ~-~cc)i-d. sliou,ing ho\\ to uridcrstand it. And then 
inimcdiatclq C L ~ I I ~ C ~  the story of  Adam. \ihich is u symbol of  how 
the light 01' Ll ind ;lnalyzes, unco\.eri. and anni hilates a false sensc 
of cr-catio~i. ;i tr11.c' ccri\c of  God  2nd a 1'tlhc scnse of  man. Thcn 
tidlows tlw \tor->, 01' Noah rind his ark.--again simply a sjmbol.  
Therc is c o t h i n g  hilrtorical about it. and >.ct don't forget that pcople 
ha \ e  tried to treat i t  as historical. Adan1 and No;~h were simply 
symbols. 

Al\i.ays remember that the story \ ic  ai-L' rciiding in the Bible is 
not the storq as it \s.iis tirst n.ritten: it is tlic story as it Nas sc- 
\t.rittcn bctt\i-.cn the ninth and the fourth centuries KC. by thc 
great prophctc of Israel. They first of  ;ill uicd the symbol of  Adam 
to  show hox \\itti the light of  Slind you can analyzc, uncover, 
and anniliilatc a false sense of creator and a t'llse sense of  creation. 
a false sense of' Goti and of man. And then they tried to trace thc 
genealogy ircrn Adam to hoah .  It ~ o u l d  be ab5ur-d. houever, to 
regard thcse gc'nc;~logics as historicall> ;iccur;ttc.. 

It is most important to see that "as ~e rise. tile synlbols disappear" 
-the symbols change. 1 . o ~  ask y~ursclt.. "U'lij. did Voah fail a t  
the tinish '? \L'liy did .4hrall;im collie to ;I \cry ordinary end'? Why 
did I s a x  ~inci Jacob divindle into insisni ticance ?" Because they 
were sirnply \\.nihol\ l o  illustrate tlic spir i~i l ;~I  idea. ; ~ n d  the synibols 



dicappea~ul. hut m e a m  hilc tile idea itself was developing and 
develc~piilg, hi'c'oiiiii!g n101-L' detiliite, more exrdtcd, more of the 
naturc o f  rc;dity. So don't conlusc tllc symlml\ ,&'it h thc idc'i, Ixxausc 
tlle symbols change and disappcar, but the idea goes on. 

And so in the second thouwnd years of the Ri ble came the story 
of Noah and his ark, and again we learnt how to analyze, expose, 
and annihilate, but this time on a higher scale, on a more substantial 
scale. There was another genealogy,-from Noah down to Abraham, 
-and again it is fantastic from a historical point of  vie^. 

Then we reached the symbol of Abraham, and by this time the 
symbol had become more definite. The prophets were now using 
saga, instead of origin-story, and it was more detinitc. The saga 
was folk-lore: the origin-story was just a myth, used to illustrate 
religious truths. And so we saw how the story of Abraham illus- 
trated the nature of God as Soul, operating as Mind. 

Remember that each one of the seven days of' crcition is a day 
of Life, of Truth, and of Love. Each and every one of them is a 
day of Life, Truth, and Love, but from a different aspect. Jf you 
look up in the "Glossary" the definition of "Day," you will find that 
it is "The irradiance of Life; light, the spiritual idea of Truth and 
Love" (S. Bi. H. 584: 1-2). You couldn't have any day,-that is, 
spiritual illumination and development,-witho~~t Life, Truth, and 
Love, because Life, Truth, and Love is God's ideal of' Himwlf, 
and there is no day without God's ideal of Himself. 

We began to see how the story of Abraham gave a more definite 
sense of the process of analysis, uncovering, and annihilation than 
the story of the first thousand years, just as the record of the second 
thousand years gave a more substantial idea of this process. 
Remember that the story of Noah very clearly pointed out not only 
how to analyze, uncover, and annihilate, but also the supremacy 
,of the saving power, and there was the promise that always in the 
cloud there nc7uld be a bow (see Gen. 9 :  12-14). It was a very 
much more substantial illustration of' thc nature of God than in 
the first thous~,nd years. And then we came to Abraham and to 
the identification of the creat i~e sense as fatherhood, and the effect 
of that fatherhood. 

Burial-"Submergence in Spirit" 

We had reached Chapter 24 in this "chain of scientific being" 
(S. & FI. 271: 2), but there are one or two things I want to point 
out to you in connection with Chapter 23. 1 wanted to know why 
so much is made of the cave of Machpelah. You remember that 
Abraham bought t!ie cave of Machpclah to bury his dead in,  and 
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that lit. p i d  4%) \Iic.kcls of sil\,c.r for i t  (.;ci. GCII. 2.;: 10). \vIiicI~ 
meant that he rendered some measurc 01' his sense 01' the calculus 
of reality. I'hc time came  lien Abrahiim had to bury the symbol 
of his ideril. This symbol wPrls Sarah. and the time came when he 
had to bury it. just as the time came ~ i h c n  h o a h  had to leave his 
ark, and thc time comes when 4 . 0 ~ 1  lia\,c to give up the symbol, 
because the symbol 01' the ideal becomes to you the idea itself. This 
is what Mrs. Eddy means when she says. "Study thoroughly the 
letter and imbibe the spirit" ( S .  & H. 495: 27- 2 3 ) .  The ditticulty is 
to find the people kvho will d o  both those things. You find some 
who \\,ant to d o  one, and some who \{,ant to d o  thc other, but you 
have to do both--jou have to "study thoroughly the letter and 
imbihe the spirit." As you d o  both. the synibols begin to disappear. 

Well, .4brah;im hegin to see that he u.ould have to g i ~ ~ e  up  the 
symbol. I t  i ,  trery e\ ident that the tone of' Soul ns Mind. \i.hich 
kvns il1ustrat:d in thc synibol of Abraham. \\.as about to gi\.e u a y  
to the tone (11'Soul as Spirit, and i t  besins to do s o  here. You remem- 
ber Mrs. Edd>'s definition ot' "Hurial"; bhc dc1int.s it. in part. as 
"Submergence in Spirit" (S. & H.  5 8 2 :  22) .  arid so we begin to 
get that senw hcre. The word "Mrichpclah" means "double," rind 
you ivill tind that this whole story froni now on i h  concerned ~ . i t h  
opposites. The counterfeit of Spirit is the belief of opposites rmd 
the wart'irc b c t ~ e e n  the tlesh and Spirit. and so in this illustration 
ot' Soul 2 s  Sp~ri t  you see this \varfi~re 311 the \ f a y  through, but at  
the same tirnc i t  i h  being made detinite that there ic one substance. 
It was madc detinite in the experience ol' Abraham that there Lvas 
one creator. one cause. one Father. and now it is being made definite 
in this stor! as it  goes on that there is one substance-you get 
".;ubme~-~cncc in Spirit." tlic purity anti onlincss of Spirit. 

Bride-"Purity and Innocence" 

Chapter 24 dcscri bes how Abraham wn t his most trusted servant 
out to gct Isaac a wife, and for the first time in the Bible record 
"bride" is 11ientiont.d. Adam was married. Koah Lias married, 
Abraham \ i ;~ \  ~narried, but hcrc for thc first timc the bride is brought 
in, and Mrs. Eddy defines "Bride." in part. as "Purity and innocence" 
(S. & H. 5 s ' :  14). You find that tone ot' purity hcrc. We will just 
run th rou~ l i  the story again. 

M'ed Your Idea to That M'hich Is of  the Same Class of  Thought 



cidcst servant of his house,"-that was Eliezer,-"that ruled over 
all that he had, Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh1'-the 
thigh was always used to indicate a creative sense, and you remem- 
ber how Jacob halted upon his thigh (see Gen. 32: 31). "And I will 
make thee swear by the Lord, the God of heaven, and the God of 
the earth, that thou shalt not take a wife unto my son of the daughters 
of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell" (Gen. 24: 1-3). You see, 
Abraham had been willing to give up the symbol of his ideal, Sarah, 
and now he sawr that he must associate the idea itself with that 
which was permanent, and so he took Eliezer, whom he could trust, 
-simply a symbol,-and he made him swear by that oath which 
they took so often, that he would not "take a wife unto my son 
of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell: but thou 
shalt go unto my country, and to my kindred, and take a wife 
unto my son Isaac" (Gen. 24: 3, 4). The wife must be of the same 
class of thought. 

Now, we've got to do that all the time, as we give up the symbol 
of our ideal. For instance, 1 belonged to the Christian Science 
church for 44 years, and it was a symbol of an ideal to me. But 
the time came when I had to give it up, and I couldn't stay in it, 
but in giving up that symbol of the ideal, I must see that my idea 
rises and thal it is associated with Christian Science. As a matter 
of fact, it would never strike you or me to associate it with anything 
else, but there are a good many people one hears about who are 
coming out of  the church and associating themselves with other 
things that are not Christian Science. 

Well, Abraham saw at this point that the idea which he had 
conceived and brought forth,-the idea which was the outcome of 
his ideal, or Sarah, and which he had named Isaac,-must be 
associated with that whicl~ was of the same nature. "And the servant 
said unto him, Peradventure the woman will not be willing to follow 
me unto this land: must I needs bring thy son again unto the land 
from whence thou camest'?" (Gen. 24: 5 ) .  You know, when we 
came out of the organization, a lot of people said that no one would 
listen to us; they said, "You will have t~ go back. You can't help 
yourself. You will just have to go back." But we haven't! And we 
have been blessed every step of the way. 

Do Not Return to Positions Outgrown 

"And Abraham said unto him, Beware thou that thou bring not 
my son thither again" (Gen. 24: 6)-inlo the land from which he 
himself had come out. "The Lord God of heaven, which took me 
from my father's house, and from the land of my kindred, and 
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Fidelity 

The Lcttcr and the Spirit 



we could analyze, expose, and destroy a false sense of creator and 
creation, and thus get rid of some measure of materiality. And then 
we could go forward to an understanding of Spirit (Spirit as Mind, 
as Spirit, and as Soul) and again analyze, uncover, and annihilate, 
but on a higher basis, so as not only to get rid of the false sense, 
but also to see the substance of the idea, as in the second day. And 
then we came to an understanding of the third period, illustrating 
the third day, and we began to see how Soul makes things definite. 
It makes the creative sense definite, and it also makes definite the 
idea that is the effect of that creative sense; it says, "For a11 the 
land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever" 
(Gen. 13 : 15). Suppose you become accustomed to these tones, these 
values, these ideas, that you become familiar with them and learn 
how to use them! You will use them on a11 occasions quite naturally 
and quite spontaneously, or to be more accurate, they will use j,ou. 

The whole of the Bible is made up of symbols showing you the 
development of the "seed-plot" in Genesis. The symbols disappear, 
but the idea goes on developing. Now, "Study thoroughly the letter 
and imbibe the spirit," but how could you imbibe the spirit if you 
didn't understand the symbols? If you didn't understand them, you 
wouldn't be studying thoroughly the letter. Remember, as I have 
said to you before, that when Jesus rose from the grave, he "opened 
their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures" 
(Luke 24: 45). What scriptures? The Old Testament, which we are 
considering now. So you and I learn the days of creation, and we 
see them illustrated in the Scriptures, and we begin to understand 
the Science of the Bible from the Christian Science textbook, and 
thus we wed the two things that must be wedded-the Christian 
Science textbook and the Bible. 

So let's always remember what we are after: whilst we "study 
thoroughly the letter," we are trying to "imbibe the spirit," and the 
spirit is the tone of it. As 1 said to you, 1 was told that you train 
a horse for two years, and then he jumps-he gets the tone, the 
spirit of it. And so, as wc  go on with all these symbols, let's see what 
we are really looking at : we are looking at the development of the 
Christ-idea. We are considering the development of the Christ-idea, 
which you and T must understand mentally and spiritually. Unless 
we grasp it in that way, we haven't grasped it. When you grasp an 
idea in Science mentally and spiritually, you are thinking in the 
realm of eternity, and you will never lose it. If you learn to swim, 
you don't forget how to swim. Tf you learn to ride, you don't forget 
how to ride. If you learn spiritual things, you never lose them ; they 
are eternal Life, bccauce they are of the nature of eternity. 



Thc M'cll of Fl'atcr 

"And the x n a n t  took ten camels of thc carncls ot' his master, 
and departed"-th:lt "ten" ~ymholized :I fore1:iste of the ten Com- 
mrmdnients. which Moses crystallized. The Comniandments typified 
the ~1pplicatic.n of thc rule of Soul to the humiin problem through 
:inalysis. uncotcring. and annihilation. "For ;ill the goods of his 
mnstcr ~vcrc in his hand:"-your goods are always "in the hand" 
of the idws that you entertain. especially an idea of fidelity, that 
which you can nl\\.nys trust:-"and he arose. anti went to Meso- 
potamia. u n t o  the city of Nahor. And he made his camels to kneel 
dmm ~vithdut the city by a \.ell of water at the time of the evening" 
-that "time of the evening" is \vhen things begin to be born; it 
brings peace :itid rcst. and after that comes the morning, the breaking 
of the light. tbc corning of idea. "And he made his camels to kneel 
down \\.ithour the city by a well of water at the time of the evening, 
even the time that \\.omen go out to draw ~vater" (Gen. 24: 10, 1 1). 
--when that csaltcd state of thought ~ h i c h  M.e call woman goes 
out to draii. \\att.r t'r-om the ~vell of Life. "a \.ell of wpater springing 
up into e\wlasting lifc" (John 4: 14). 

"And he sxid. 0 Lord God of my master Abraham. I pray thee, 
send me _cod spccd this day, and shew kindness unto my master 
Abraham. Rcholci. I stand here by the ~ c l l  ofuater;  and the daughters 
of the men ot' the city come out to draw ~ a t c r "  (Gen. 24: 12, 13). 
Well. we ccmsidcrcd that story last t+.eek. You see how that idea of 
faithfulness. rcpre.;ented by the servant. was definite enough to 
establish a dctinitc glimpse of that state of thought later known as 
the Commandment.;. Rehekah not only ga\.e ijxter to the servant, 
but also to the tcn camels.-.that is. she not only brought inspiration 
to the idea 01' tidelity. but also to the dewloping understanding of 
the ten Commandments. And there is the most wonderful sense 
of' purity--thc bride and the u ~ l l  of Lvater. 

01' course, ;I< I said to YOU before, the historians believe that 
these mnrri;lsc\ of Isaac and Jacob symbolized the coming out from 
the Arabian tic.iert of two different sets of Aramxans. who ;~ssociated 
themselves \\it11 the Hebrews \vho had come out before and gone 
into the land of Palestine. That may be. but a s  you go on you will 
find that prophets like Isaiah and Ezekiel use nations all the time 
as symbols ot' spiritual fiicts. These gre~it thinkers, as great as the 
u.orld has knocn ~ . i t h  the exception of Christ Jesus and a few 
others, put into the metaphor and idiom of spiritual fact all the 
material thal was to hand. They illustrated the first chapter of 
Genesis. the "wed-plot." and that is the story of the Bible. 



"Hinder Me Not" 

You remember how we took the story last week of how the 
servant would not depart until they would let Rebekah go with him 
immediately. Her brother and her mother said, "Let her stay with 
us ten days," but this faithfulness said, "Hinder me not, seeing the 
Lord hath prospered my way; send me away that 1 may go to my 
master" (Gen. 24: 56). Mrs. Eddy implies the same thing when 
she says, "All God's servants are minute men and women" (Mis. 
158: 19). When spiritual sense tells you of the definiteness of some- 
thing that is developing and you understand the nature of God as 
Soul operating as Spirit, don't take any chances. Be like the servant 
and say, "Hinder me not." So often something comes to us and we 
delay, we linger, and we miss the opportunity, but the servant would 
not delay or linger for one moment. 

The Arrival of Rebekah 

"And they called Rebekah, and said unto her, Wilt thou go with 
this man'? And she said, I will go"-the definiteness of this whole 
story! "And they sent away Rebekah their sister, and her nurse, 
and Abraham's servant, and his men" (Gen. 24: 58, 59). And when 
she arrived, "Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, 
she lighted off the camel. For she had said unto the servant, What 
man is this that walketh in the field to meet us? And the servant 
had said, It is my master: therefore she took a vail, and covered 
herself. And the servant told Isaac all things that he had done. And 
Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent, and took Rebekah, 
and she became his wife; and he loved her: and Isaac was comforted 
after his mother's death" (Gem 24: 64-67). He brought her into 
Sarah's tent to be the symbol of the ideal, now that Sarah had died. 
lsaac now exalted the symbol called Rebekah, as Abraham had 
exalted the symbol called Sarah. 

The Century Bible has an interesting note on this account of the 
arrival of Abraham's servant with Rebekah, which was written by 
the writers of the J document,-the Jahweh document. 

We should have expected to hear of the servant's return to Abraham 
to report the success of his mission. The absence of any such statement 
suggests that the Primitive Document contained an account of the death 
of Abraham between verses 61 and 62, and that this was omitted by 
the editor to make room for the Priestly narrative of the patriarch's 
end in xxv. 7 ff. Hence we may conclude that in this story, as originally 
told, Abraham died while his servant was away, so that naturally 
Rebekah was brought to Isaac. 
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The Symbols Come Back to L's 

It seems here that there was an omission, because later the Priestly 
document tells of the death of Abraham (see Gen. 2 5 :  7, 8) ;  so 
evidently the editors took out the earlier story of Abraham's death, 
probably a \cry superticial story, in order not to spoil the coming 
version in the Priestly document. There must be this omission, 
because one would think that if Abraham had been still alive, his 
servant \\oulti have returned to Iiini; i t '  Abraham was no longer 
there, the ser\,alit u ~ u l d  naturally return to Isaac. 

You and I have the same sort of experience: the ideas symbolized 
in the Bible by bpiritually-minded thinkers come back to you and 
me to-day. Tlic symbols of Abraham, Christ Jesus. and so on. are 
no longer here with us. but the ideas they represented come back to 
us, just as the symbol of loyalty and fidelity. u hich had been associ- 
ated nith Abraham. c;inie back to Isaac. 

The C'lrirendon Bible says, as we hat,e seen:-- 

The m a t  ~mportant of the storm which compose thc brief saga of 
Isaac, the bcautlful story of Abraham's sending of h ~ s  steward, Eleazar, 
in seitrch oi an Aramrran bride for Isiac. 14 qi~rte unlrke the stories 
whrch mahe up the Abraham saga and has a much greater resemblance 
to the stor) of Jmeph. I t  1s romance rather than folk-story. Instead 
of thc clo\t. rntcrcoursc bctnccn God and man which we tind in the 
Abrr~ham storlcs. God rcccdcs Into the background and only appears 
\agucly a\  .i d~rcctrng I'rov~clcncc. the mark o f  a latcr age. 

They sa) that ( ~ o d  appear$ only as "a directing Providence" in 
this stor), but L i l ~ + a ) i ~  you can set: Lobe leading and protiding. 
"Divine Loit. a l u x j s  has met and aluays \ + i l l  meet every human 
need" (S .  & 
u ay. 

To rccapit 

t i .  304: 10-1 I ) .  and it does so in the most extraordinary 

Worship God Rather Than the Effect 

ul'ite: Abraham had seen the n~iture of God as creative, 
as causatilt.. :liid then he b e y n  to wc the \i~bstnnce of the idea. 
the definitz ki~h\tr~nce of the idea, and that operated all the \iay 
through to wptrate. -1 his w \ e  \t;irted f'roni the moment that 
Abraham buried In the cake of' hlachpelnh. meaning "double," 
the symbol of' h ~ s  ideal. S:!rnli. just as hoah  tooh the covering off 
the ark arid cdrtit. out of' the ark. ,And then right aha)  Abraham 
began to make plans ror the de\elopment of the idea. He took his 
mo\t fiiithf'ul \ e n  ant. tideli ty,--the quality th;i t characterized him 
mo,t,-and I I C  gaLe him the charge of getting a bride, innocence 
and purity. fo r  that ~dea .  And so 10u we thc development of the 
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substance of that idea. But it would never have happened unless 
Abraham had all the ~vay thro~~gl i  been nilling to give LIP the hymbol. 

I thinl\ that a great deal o f  thc t r o ~ ~ b l e  in  the C'lirijtian Science 
movement has been due to thc attempt to worship the efTect,---to 
worship a healing, or distribution of literature, or something of the 
kind,-rather than God. When the effects uf Christian Science 
become our ideals, the real understanding of God becomes Lrery 
secondary, because we are not spiritually alert. Like Abraham u e  
must bury the symbol through spiritualization of tho~@it.  

You Know Only What You Can Demonstrate 

When you think that the prophets used the symbolism of a 
thousand years of Bible history to show the development of the 
spiritual idea through each one of thc days of creation, you can 
see the vastness and the importance of those days of creation. 
Every one of those days of creation was associated in the prophetic 
view with a thousand years of spiritual deve!opment. 

Sometimes somebody says to me, "The first three thousand years 
of the Bible-I know all that." We hardly know anqthing about it! 
We have just had a little glimpse of it, and we only really know it 
i n  so fdr as Lve can prove it. h4rs. Eddy says that "we have not the 
power to demonstrate what u e  do not understand" (S. & H.  254: 
18-19). That is the trouble with so many of us; people say, "Don't 
tell me that, I i \ k 7 0 \ c 7  that," b u t  until they can demonstrate it they 
don't know it. What would you know in music or mathematic5 
that you could not prote? Nothing. 

And so let's remember in watching this development of the 
spiritual idea, the development of the "seed-plot" in the first chapter 
of Genesis, that the important thing is to see how the symbols bring 
to us a true sense of the idea itsel!'. The development of the idea, of 
course, is the forever u o r h i q  of that idea. The way that mathe- 
matics develops is the way that mathematics w o r k  The way that 
music develops is the may that music works. And the development 
of the spiritual idea is the way that the idea al~vaqs norks. The way 
that the idea develops to humanity or in thousand-year periods 
or to an individual as he learns it is the way that the idea operates 
in every case where it is used. 

So in the consideration of this story let's remember that it is 
holy grourd and let's take off our shoes,-let's take OR everything 
that would tend to drag our thought down to the merely literal or 
historical, m d  let's see what its real spiritual meaning is. 

There is the most beautifi~l illustration of Soul Spirit uhen 
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Abraham at Ilnchpelah buries thc \riibol. arid tli~ls wbmerges the 
idea in Spirir f lc buries the \qnibol. ,ind then he takes his most 
tril\ted \el-\ ~ n t .  I I I \  ( )n n conwou\ne\\  ot' tidel~tj. and sends that 
tidcl~t) O L I ~  to c'\t,lhl~\h the 1'11t~1r-c de~elopnient ot'tlie idea. As the 
storq goes fro111 the w i \ e  01' SOLII ;I\ 411nd. the creative sense, to 
the \en\e 50111 '15 Spir~t,  the \ub\t,incc or the idea begins to be 
idttnt ified. 

Render unto Cmar the Things V'hich Are Csar's  

And so c~>nie to Chapter 25. and it begins, "Then again 
A b r a h a m  tool\ a 1% it;.. and her n a m e  was Kcturah . . . A n d  A b r a h a m  
gake dl that lie tiad unto Isaac. But unto the sons of the concubines, 
uhich Abr:ih,lm had. Abrahan~ gakte gifts, and sent them away from 
Isaac his son. \\hilt. ht. yet lived, east\vard, unto the east country" 
(Gen. 2 5 :  1 .  5 ,  0) .  A s  the Christ-idea be2ins to develop to us in our 
human experience.-and you rtnd I ha\e to li\e in the human.-let's 
deal \+ ith our- liunian associntions and commitments. our tendencies 
and duties. a \  :\hr:ih:irn did: let's give all that we have to Isaac, our 
sense of the \piritual idea. and then let'!, render to the concubines, 
the Iiunian tliin$s, I+ hat b e  should render to them and fully; let's 
gik.e present\ to them, 3s it \\ere. but ;iIso let's not associate the 
spiritual idea nith them. Let's see that they are the human, rind 
don't let's think that they are the di\,ine. Don't let's fool ourselves 
that it is the di\'lne, \\hen it is the human prohlem. And so let's sive 
:ill to the I\a;ls i n  us. 

".4nd thew are the days ot' the years of Abraham's life which 
he lit.ed. ;in t-undred threescore ;ind fifteen >,ears. Then Abraham 
gave up  the ghost" (Gen. 2 5 :  7, S).--he ga\e up the symbol. We 
think in our irnrnature sense that \ \e dc tdop  God's idea, but the 
tict is that (;,)d's idea uses us. \i'e are just synibols, and the idea 
uses us. 35 i t  used the prophets, Christ Jesus (the highest symbol), 
and !bl;try Baher Fdd'. Remember that Mrs. Eddy says that "per- 
sonal re\d:lt,)rs \ \ i l l  (like their proper place in history. but will 
not be deiticd" I Xlis. 308: 9-1 I ) .  The symbol passes, but the idea 
goes on. and :how \\ tio associate theniscl\.es \s ith the idea become 
the idea. though not in  the human. 

Remember tliat e\.ery \vord of this story \sas written by those 
ereat thinkers and iiriters, the prophets. t'rcm ri  spiritual standpoint, 
in SO hr as t l q  coulci in thitt day uitlic~ut o u t r a $ n ~  public opinion 
and hy using tlic idiom of'their time. 
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As the Idea Rises, thc Symbols Rise 

"Then Abraham gave up the ghost, and died in a good old age, 
an old man, and full of years; and was gathered to his people. 
And his sor s Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah" 
(Gen. 25: 8,  9)-Machpelah means "double," and as we go on you 
will see t h , ~ t  from this point the tone of Spirit, submergence in 
Spirit, enters more and more into the picture. You remember 
Mrs. Eddy's definition of "Burial" as "Corporeality and physical 
sense put out of sight and hearing; annihilation. Submergence in 
Spirit; imn~ortality brought to light" (S. & H. 582: 21-23). So to 
Mrs. Eddy "Burial" was "Corporeality and physical sense put out 
of sight ar,d hearing" and "annihilation," but it was also "Sub- 
mergence in Spirit" and "immortality brought to lightM-there were 
two aspects. And in this story from now on there is the sense of 
"double," because we are beginning to have the tone of Soul as 
Spirit. We are coming out of the tone of Soul as Mind into the 
tone of Soul as Spirit, which culminates in the uncovering of the 
duplicity in Jacob. You remember the definition of Jacob, and how 
there were two distinct sides to his character: "A corporeal mortal 
embracing duplicity, repentance, sensualism. Inspiration; the revela- 
tion of Science, in which the so-called material senses yield to the 
spiritual sense of Life and Love" (S. & H.  589: 4-7). 

Let's look back at the definitions of Adam and Noah and Abraham. 
Well, you know the definition of Adam (see S. & H. 579: 15-27), 
and then you come from the Adam story to the Noah story, and 
Mrs. Eddy's definition of Noah shows you how the symbol rises: 
"NOAH. A corporeal mortal; knowledge of the nothingness of 
material things and of the immortality of all that is spiritual" 
(S. & H. 592: 22-24). Then you come to the story of Abraham, 
and Mrs. Eddy's definition is: b ' A ~ ~ ~ 4 ~ ~ ~ .  Fidelity; faith in the 
divine Life and in the eternal Principle of being. This patriarch 
illustrated the purpose of Love to create trust in good, and showed 
the life-preserving power of spiritual understanding" (S. & H. 579: 
10-14). Then you come to the definition of Jacob and you get a still 
higher sense: "JACOB. A corporeal mortal embracing duplicity, 
repentance, sensualism. Inspiration; the revelation of Science, in 
which the so-called material senses yield to the spiritual sense of 
Life and Love" (S. & H. 589: 4-7)-that is the first mention of 
"Science" in the definitions of the patriarchs in the "Glossary." 
As the idea rises, the symbol must rise. 

You know, when you and I first began to understand something 
of Science, we began to understand the days of creation, and to see 
that those days of creation had an order. That order was, Let there 



he light, Ict there be developrncnt. let thcrc hc dcfinitencsc. let 
tlwre 1~ pi)\\ cr. Ict there be ctcrni~!,. let t11c.1-c hc c i~n~;c io i~ l r~ ie~~.  
and let thcri hc perl~ction and co~nplt'tcnc'\. At I1r3t  \ L C  just had 
a sense that tiwrc \ \a \  a definitc order. And then ttiosc' dajs  of' 
creation begii11 10 r i x  and s ~ e l l  in our tlioi~ght, iind we began to 
see them ,)n ;I Lrr! much Laster scale. and to we that the c l ima~  
of those dais Ifas Mind, Spirit. Soul. Principle. Life, Truth, and 
L0k.e. And then b e p n  to understand hlind, Spirit. Soul, Prin- 
ciple. Life. T r ~ ~ t h .  and Lo\,e subjecti\vIy, and so instead of having 
days of creation. ue  had numerals 01' spiritual thought. As vie 
understood '2.lind subjecti~.ely. "Let there be l i ~ h t ' '  deleloped into 
intelligence. \ . ~ i . ; c i c m .  powr ,  law. and 5 0  we began to set: something 
of the first nurneral of infinity. M'e had come t'rom the days of 
creation. and they had s\velled rind de\~elopcci to us in thought till 
we saw the s>.non>.moils terms for God. and then w e  began to have 
numerals of tii\,inc thought. Lvhich are the subiective sense of the 
days of creation. bec:iuse no\+. u.t. uere thinking from the synonymous 
terms. 

And thm began to see, "b'hj.. those numerals of divine 
thought. which express and interpret the synonymous terms for 
God, operate in  a calculus of spiritual thought." and so j.ou and I 
began to think then in a four-dimensional calculus of the N'ord. 
the Christ. Christianity, and Science. And then our thought L+.ent 
even higher. bt.c;iusc \t.e began to think not in terms of a four- 
dimensional c~lculus. but in terms of a ditsine ir!finirc calculus, and 
to-day you r~nd I think in terms of the N'ord, the Christ. Christianity, 
and Science quite normally, and sometimes \\.e don't even have to 
symbolize them to ourselves-we just feel the tone. We don't say. 
as b.e did in  the beginning. "This is the b'ord," or "This is the 
Christ." or "This is Christianity." because they arc becoming so 
real and s o  to us that we just use them spontaneously. 
They are tangible to us: they are identified to us. And so you see 
all the wrny tli.it as the idea rises, the syn~bol rises. 

The hIustard Seed and the Leaven 

Jesus said. "1 nto what is the h i n g h n ~  of God like'? And where- 
unto shall I rtwrnble it'.' I t  is like a grain 01' mustard seed, which 
a man tooh, and cast into his garden; and it grew. and waxed a 
great tree: and the fin+ Is of the air lodged in the branches of it" 
(Luke 13 : 18. 19). And again. "Whereunto shall I liken the kingdom 
of God'? It IS  l~ke  leaven, bhich a Noman took and hid in three 
measures of meal. t i l l  the ~ ihv le  \\as lea~ened" (Luke 13: 20, 21 1. 

I n  that f i r k t  kirnile Jews \houed t i o ~  the kingdom of heaven is 



like the little mustard seed, the seed of Truth, which a man took 
and cast, as the prophets did and as Jesus did, into general human 
thought, and he showed that it would become a tree,-some sense 
of Principle, some understanding of the "tree" of divine Principle, 
-and that the "fowls of the air," uplifted thought, would lodge in 
its branches. Then Jesus used a higher symbol: he likened the 
kingdom of heaven to leaven (that which changes all things) which 
a woman,-the highest aspect of manhood,-took and hid in three 
measures of meal-science, theology, and medicine. She hid it. Many 
of the things in the Scriptures are hidden. You can see now that 
they have been hidden for thousands of years. 

Mrs. Eddy hid many things in "Science and Health" by putting 
them into idiom that is appreciated when understood, but not before. 
We are beginning only to-day to understand that idiom. And so 
the woman sense hid the leaven in three measures of meal. Mrs. Eddy 
says that she has "bluntly and honestly given the text of Truth. 
She has made no effort to embellish, elaborate, or treat in full 
detail so infinite a theme" (S. & H. x:  12-15). That is our job. 
But she hid it till we were at the point where we could appreciate 
it. "Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your 
pearls before swine" (Matt. 7 :  6). 

Soul as Spirit-The Substance of the Idea Identified 

So just remember all the time as we go on with this story that 
we are coming to the point of Soul as Spirit, where the true divine 
substance of the idea is identified and it separates itself from that 
which is not idea. Abraham gave all to Isaac, but he separated the 
concubines from him; he gave them presents, but he separated 
the concubines from his son. As Soul begins to identify the things 
of God, it first of all identifies cause to you, the cause that said to 
Abraham, "Come out of Ur of the Chaldees" (see Gen. 12: 1). 
Then it begins to identify the true substance of the effect of that 
cause, and that is illustrated in  the Bible record by Jacob's struggle. 
Soul as Spirit brings that identified separation from evil which 
begins by identifying the substance of the idea. 

"And these are the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham 
begat Isaac: and Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah 
to wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of Padan-aram, the sister 
to Laban the Syrian" (Gen. 25: 19, 20). Do you really believe that 
Isaac was exactly 40 years old when he married Rebekah, any more 
than that Noah was exactly 500 years old when he had three sons, 
and 600 years old when he went into the ark, and that Abraham 
was 100 years old when Isaac was born? Of course not. Isaac was at 



tlie point ~s licrc Iic u~icierstood si~~iietliing 0 1 '  the di~.irie inlirii tr: 
calculcs as applied to Iiurnanity. atid t h t x  i h n ' t  anything in the 
Scriptures that indicates a tnore detinite sense of' that calculus than 
the number "40." 

"And Isaac intreated the Lord for his \tife. because she was 
barren:"--it seems that Isaac's ideal didn't at first bring fi>rth:- 
"and the Lord \!,as intreated of him, and Rebekah his wife conceived" 
(Gen. 25:  21 1. k'ou uill see that all through this story it Mras Rebekah 
who concei~.cd the spiritual idea, and not Isaac. Isaac would have 
destroyed thc idea. Just as Sarah, the sqtmbol of Abraham's ideal, 
finally s a \ d  Abraham from Hagar, s o  Rebekah, the symbol of 
Isaac's ideal. sa\.ed Isaac in an even greater degree time and again, 
as we shall see. 

The Forever Translation 

Salvation  ill come to you as your ideal appears to you as idea. 
Your ideal i.; al~iays the Christ. M'hat is the Christ'? The Christ is 
God's di~f inc plan. As you begin to understand that Christ-ideal, it 
becomes to yo11 idea. Remember that the only thing ever going on 
is the infinite One, tlie infinite divine Principle. That infinite divine 
Principle. G d ,  has one ideal. T h t  ide;tl i \  Life, or F~therhood; 
it is Truth, or sonship: and it is Love, or motherhood. That is the 
infinite ideal. "God 15 ivhat the Scriptures declare Him to be,- 
Life, Truth, l . o \  e" (S .  & H.  330: 19--20). rind that is all that is ever 
going on-- tlie infinite declaring itself as one ideal, as the infinite 
fat herhood, the infinite sonship, and the infinite motherhood. 
Because God is Loit., that ideal is translated to every idea, and 
it is even translated dwvn to the human. And so the nature of 
God as Soul enters that picture of divine Principlc. Life, Truth, and 
Love and Soul trnnslates that ideal to the point of infinite ideas. 
Thcn tlic nature ot' God as Spirit conies into tlie picture, and it 
di~fersities, cl,is~i!ies. and indi\idualizes e\t.ry one of those ideas. 
And then the nature ot' God as Mind, Ivhich is All, comes into the 
picture, and ~iiahcs e\ery one of those ideas manifest in the realm 
ot' idea and i l l  the re~llrn of human belief and at all times and under 
all circun?stances. d m n  to the point  here the Psalmist could say, 
"If '  1 make niy  bed in hell, behold. thou art there" (Ps. 139: 8). 
Though \+.e niake our "bed in hell," this t ranht ion is still going on. 

God, divine Principle, is forever tr:insliit ins His ideal,-His one 
ideal of the di\.ine infinite F~mily, Life. Truth, and Love, fatherhood, 
sonship, and niot1ierhood.-translating it through Soul, diversifying, 
classifying. and individualizing i t  infinitely as Spirit, rind making it 
~nanikst a \  llind. And that is \thy qou and I can thinh spiritually. 



That is why you and I are the sons of Cod. That is why you and I 
have the Mind of Christ. That is why "If 1 make my bed in hell, 
behold, thou art there." Always your Principle is there. Remember 
that there is nothing ever going on but just that-nothing in all the 
world. And so it is always idea that is operating-always. 

The Struggle in the Womb 

"And Isaac intreated the Lord for his wife, because she was 
barren: and the Lord was intreated of him, and Rebekah his wife 
conceived." Entreating or seeking is the Word sense, and then 
that to which you wed yourself will become the Christ-idea, and 
it will conceive and bring forth. "And the children struggled 
together within her; and she said, If it be so, why am I thus? And 
she went to inquire of the Lord" (Gen. 25:  22). Here there is the 
sense of "two" again. As the story goes on, it becomes quite evident 
that what was being born had something of the nature of Rebekah, 
who was spiritually-minded, and something of the nature of Isaac, 
who was materially-minded. That struggle goes on in your own 
thinking. You wed yourself to an ideal; you may call it Christian 
Science, or whatever you like. That ideal brings forth ideas in your 
experience, and then the warfare goes on in your thinking because 
of them. You want to attain a certain measure of spiritual manhood 
and Christlikeness, but the Isaac in you struggles and struggles and 
struggles. And so Rebekah realized that there was a struggle going 
on in the womb, in that which conceives. 

"And the Lord said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb, 
and two manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels;" 
Soul as Spirit, the firmament identified, is entering into the picture 
and impelling separation, the separation which purifies. "And the 
one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder 
shall serve the younger. And when her days to be delivered were 

, fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her womb" (Gen. 25: 23, 24). 

"His Hand Took Hold on Esau's Heel" 

"And the first came out red, all over like an hairy garment; and 
they called his name EsauW-the name Esau is associated with 
Edom and Adam, which mean the "red colour of the ground, dust, 
nothingness." "And after that came his brother out, and his hand 
took hold on Esau's heel; and his name was called Jacob" (Gen. 
25: 25, 26). From the word "go" Jacob was handling the error. 
There's a lesson for those people who don't see the necessity of 
disproving evil through handling it consistently and persistently! 



"His hand took hold on Esau's heel." It ic interecting that in the 
long run therc \ \ a \  friendship betueen J;icob rind Esau, but unless 
Jacob had heen handling the error from the bezinning, there 
wouldn't haire been riny friendship. 

See the stor! impersonally, as a matter of mentality: something 
is being born to you, something by \yay of the Christ, by way of 
divine idea, and you conceive of an idea uhich is your idea, and 
you feel the Jacob and the Esau struggling in the womb. Then if 
you go to God,-that is, to the light of Mind,-it will analyze the 
situation for 40u. and it \ \ i l l  tell you tthat the struggle is. And 
then when the birth comes, that nhich is the true symbol of the 
idea will handle from the word "go" that ~ h i c h  is not the symbol 
of the idea. 

Now you are besinning to see &hat these things in the Bible 
really mean. The Bible is the most scientific book in the world. 
Everything i n  the earlier documents was taken by those great 
thinkers the prophets and edited and edited, and put into symbols 
that the uorltt ~ iou ld  never hake underctood had not God shoivn 
Mary Baker Eddy the "Key to the Scriptures" in "Science and 
Health." The L~ct that Mary Baker Eddl caw uhat the first chapter 
of Genesis rvcant. ha5 opened the Scripturec, and revealed the 
Science of the Bible. "b'oman must gitre i t  birth" (Ret. 26: 23). 

The name "Jacob" means "supplanter." That is what mortal 
mind will a lu r i~s  call you. That's uhat it says of us: it says that 
we have taken all the good there is in the C'hr~stian Science move- 
ment and \\e are using it without gi\ing the movement credit. 
You may be called a supplanter, but you will become Israel; you 
will be re-nariled, if you go on. You can neter be a "supplanter" 
if you love the idea and are determined to go forward. 

"And Iuac  Leas threescore years old  hen she bare themw- 
he was "s~xty." he was at the point of manhood. "And the boys 
grew; and Fsau uac a cunning hunter. a miin of the field; and 
Jacob m a s  a plriin man, d~e l l i ng  in tents" (Gen. 2 5 :  26, 27). The 
Hebreus helie~cd that their great time of real spiritual culture Ftlas 
when they \{ere In the uilderness, &hen they ktcre "living in tents," 
and that \i hcn they hent into the land of Canaan and associated 
with the n;it:on\ there and worshipped their false gods they were 
not w ~pir i t~~~il l j -minded.  Esau was a man of the field, but Jacob 
was ;\ man (11' the tents, and to them the man "dwelling in tents" 
represented ri hisher sense. You will remember that three men came 
to the door cf Abraham's tent, Isaac took Rebekah into Sarah's 
tent, and so on: the tent was aluays a symbol of a state of con- 
sciousness. Frau uar "3 man of the field," till~ng the soil. and he 
was a ' 'cunnin~ hunter." 
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Selling the Birthright 

"And lsaac loved Esau, because he did eat of his venison" (Gen. 
25: 28)-maybe those old boys hadn't a sense of humour! Now, do 
we love Christian Science because it gives us a better home or a 
little better health, or because it gives us an understanding of God? 
That is the question which we all have to answer. 

"But Rebekah loved Jacob"-she loved "the revelation of Science." 
"And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the field, and he was 
faint." Remember that this is all symbol. "And Esau said to Jacob, 
Feed me, I pray thee, with that same red pottage; for I am faint: 
therefore was his name called Edom"-"Edom" is derived from the 
same word as "Adam." "And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy 
birthright" (Cen. 25: 28-31). Jacob and Rebekah both seem to have 
had a great deal of duplicity, but they also had a great deal of 
wisdom. Some people once said to Mrs. Eddy that Rebekah played 
a mean trick by fooling Isaac (see Gen. 27), but she said, "You 
don't know what you are talking about. Rebekah was spiritually- 
minded, and she saw that unless the birthright came to Jacob i t  
would be lost, so she did the best she knew to gain the birthright, 
and those were crude days"-but not much cruder than to-day, 
even so. 

"And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright7'-and you find 
a symbol of a similar thing when the Israelites came out of Egypt 
and spoiled the Egyptians. What we do, if we are wise, is always 
to save those things in human experience that are worth saving. 
Mrs. Eddy says, " 'The children of this world are in  their generation 
wiser than the children of light;' they watch the market, acquaint 
themselves with the et iq~~et te  of the exchange, and are ready for 
the next move" (Mis. 342: 28-31). She meant the Christian Scientist 
to ~.~.atclz that his thought is not handled and invaded, watch that 
he is awake to the operations of evil, but most Christian Scientists 
don't like doing it. They think they are going to float into heaven 
on a cloud of emotion and sentiment, but nobody is a Christian 
Scientist until he understands Christian Science. I am not a musician, 
because I do not understand the science of music; 1 love music, 
and 1 am interested in it, but I don't know anything about it. 

"And Esau said, Behold, 1 am at the point to die: and what 
profit shall this birthright do to me'? And Jacob said, Swear to me 
this day; and he sware unto him: and he sold his birthright unto 
Jacob" (Gen. 25: 32, 33). You know, in a case of healing you some- 
times have to take the law into your own hands, and say even to 
the good beliefs of the human mind, "Shut up." Let me illustrate: 
1 L I ~ S  once asked to help a beautiful little girl of about eight, whose 
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mother \\;I> \ c ry  p ~ ~ ~ s i i . e .  The child Iiad a \cry bad cough, whicli 
looked like consumption. but I said to the mother, "I ~ w ' t  help 
the child. but I will treat you." She said, "You'll be wasting your 
time." but I said, "M'ill you let me try it'?" and she answered "Yes." 
In two weeks the child was healed. That mother was saying, "This 
is my birthright, this child is my child." It was a very definite claim, 
and that lvas \+hat had to be met. 

"Then Jricob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles: and he 
did eat and drink, and rose up, and u.ent his h a y :  thus Esau despised 
his birthright" (Gen. 25:  34). It says in Hebreux "Lest there be 
any forni~i i t~r- ,  or prokine person, a s  Esau, who for one morsel of' 
meat sold hi.; birthright"-"one morsel of meat" signifies one morsel 
of indulgcncc. of the human mind. "For ye know hou that afterward, 
when he ~\oiilci tia\.e inherited the blessing. he was rejected: for he 
found no place of repentance, though tie sought it carefully with 
tears" (Hcb. I J :  16. 17). And so you and I h a ~ e  that same experience. 

The commentaries say that Isaac is simply a l i n k  to connect the 
story of :lt)r-ritiam with the story of Jacob. There had to be a 
genealogj.. .o i t  was said that Abraham had a son called Isaac 
and Isaac had ;t son called Jacob. The historians say that the whole 
story ot' Is,lac is a very different proposition from the stories of 
Abraham and Jacob, and that it is simply a link. 

In Chapter 26 comes the story of how Isaac $aid that Rebekah 
\+as only his sister. not his ~ i f e ,  and immediately after that there 
is an intere5ting record of' how Isaac made a covenant with Abim- 
elech, as Abraham did. 

INTERVAL 

I tiant to tell jou of an ad~ertisement uhich appeared in the 
Personal Column of the ekenin~ paper to-day. It is an advertise- 
ment of an ~nt'ormal talk on "The Pure Science of the Bible" to 
be g i ~ e n  in .i private house-"admiss~on free to all." 

1 hear that the adwrtisement which we spoke about last week 
is bringing forth fruit. You know, we've gut the best thing in the 
world, iind to-daj we know how to tell i t ,  SO let's tell the world 
about it. From a11 otrer the world to-day Me hear how the idea of 
Science is developing. If \ \e understand the idea of Science. it will 
use us. and u e  shall be wedded to i t ,  and it will develop itself and 
bring forth. Remember how Abraham, when he was i+ell on in 
)ears. crtlled 111s f,tithful senant, fidelity, and used that servant to 
see that the idea \+its developed still further. 
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Protect Yourself from Esau 

"And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes were 
dim, so that he could not see, he called Esau his eldest son, and 
said unto him, My son: and he said unto him, Behold, here am I. 
And he said, Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of my 
death: now therefore take, 1 pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver 
and thy bow, and go out to the field, and take me some venison; 
and make me savoury meat, such as I love, and bring it to me, that 
I may eat; that my soul may bless thee before I die. And Rebekah 
heard when Isaac spake to Esau his son. And Esau went to the 
field to hunt for venison, and to bring it. And Rebekah spake unto 
Jacob her son, saying, Behold, I heard thy father speak unto Esau 
thy brother, saying, Bring me venison, and make me savoury meat, 
that I may eat, and bless thee before the Lord before my death. 
Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to that which 
I command thee. Go now to the flock, and fetch me from thence 
two good kids of the goats; and I will make them savoury meat 
for thy father, such as he loveth" (Gen. 27: 1-9). Well, you know 
the story. You remember how Rebekah made Isaac believe that 
Jacob was Esau and so he blessed Jacob. 

And then it goes on: "And Esau hated Jacob because of the 
blessing wherewith his father blessed him: and Esau said in his 
heart, The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then will 
1 slay my brother Jacob" (Gen. 27: 41). Sometimes we ask: why 
should we protect ourselves from the Esau sense of things? It isn't 
a person: it is something which claims to operate in our own thought. 
The Christian Scientist who is afraid of a person, or tries to protect 
himself from a person or a religious organization, is to be pitied, 
for he has another devil. But the Christian Scientist who sees the 
necessity of handling the beliefs of animal magnetism as they claim 
to operate in his own thinking is an intelligent metaphysician. If 
you believe that somebody or another religious organization can 
harm you, you either have to fear or to hate that person or organiza- 
tion. If  you are an intelligent metaphysician, you handle every claim 
from the beginning in your own conscio~~sness; from the day it is 
born you have your hand on the heel of it, as Jacob's hand "took 
hold on Esau's heel." 

"And these words of Esau her elder son were told to Rebekah: 
and she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and said unto him, 
Behold, thy brother Esau, as touching thee, doth comfort himself, 
purposing to kill thee. Now therefore, my son, obey my voice; and 
arise, flee thou to Laban my brother to Haran; and tarry with him 
a fe~v days, until thy brother's fury turn away; until thy brother's 



"The Blessing of ..lhraharn'' 

"And I.;:Mc cnlled J;icoh. and b1t.sst.d Iiirii, and clinrgcd him. : i d  

said un to  h1111, 1 Iiou \ l i :~I t  not take a u 112 01' the daughters ot'C'anaan. 
Arise. 20 to P;idan-;tram. to the house o f  Bethuel thy mother's 
father; and taC,t. thcc ;I u ik from thence of the daughters of Laban 
thy mother'c hrotller. And God Alrn~ghty ble\s thee, and make 
thee fruitf~:l. ,ind t n ~ ~ l t ~ p l >  thee. that thou nia.\qe\t be 3 ~nultitude of 
people: and ; I L L .  thee the ble\\ing 01' Ahrahani. to thee. and to thy 
seed with thc2: t h ~ t  thou n i a e \ t  inlicr~t the h n d  ~t herein thou art 
;I stranger. \ \ l i~c ' l i  ( ~ o d  p \ e  unto Abraham"   en. 28: 1-4). I\aac, 
or  rather  lit. prophet\. \nu that Jacob \{a\ to habt. the blescing 
of . - I I ~ I Y I I I u I . ~ .  I !it' \q 111 bol of the identification 01' the fatherhood ot' 
God, the &fir itcnc\\ of a true creriti\e \en\e. After Abraham the 
neYt dt\tinct b\nihoi I \  Jacob, and there jou  see the substance of 
the id,;, icientit~cd. :tnd tliat at once brings about true ceparation. 
The minutc tlle yub\t,ince of the idca become\ identified, it begins 
to ,ict n\ a " t ~ r  ni~irnc'nt,"-11 begins to separate the " \+aten abo\e" 
f'rorn the ":\ , ircr\  bcni..~tIi." 

"Thc Angels of God Ascending and Descending" 

"Znd Jiicot1 \\crit O L I L  f'r-om Reer-shcba. and \tent toitard Haran. 
And he lighted up(3n rl certain place, and tiirr~ed tliere ail night, 
becauce tlit ,un  \\:I\ jet; and 11s tool\ ot' the \tone\ of t!ut p lxe .  
and put tlic~ii ! ' t ) r  I l i \  pillons. and lay d o u n  in that plrlcc to sleep" 
(Gen. 3: 10. I I ). The> say that this pl:icc \illere Jacob stopped. 
Beth-el. or LLJ, u;15 rca11y q u ~ t c  a b ~ g  c~t)' .  311d t h a t  Jacob \tent up 
to one of tbe "211gh places" there. \! hen the) \\ere p i n g  on 11 ~nission 
and t h e  didn't know hat to do. t h q  used to 90 up to one of  
these "hi$ pl:ici.\" ; ~ n d  remain tlicre f-or the n~ght .  They nrould 
sleep there and in the morning they ~ o u l d  tell their dreams to the 
high priest, \i 110 ~ tou ld  interpret them and tell them N hat to do  and 
M hat not to do. The grcit prophets hale put [hi3 story of Jacob into 
their olbn idic3rn and made it beautit'ul beqond ~ io rds .  

".And he drcamed. and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and 
the top oI' 11 ~~c~tc'l-icd to Iie;~tcn. : 1 1 d  behold the antreis of God 



ascending and descending on it" (Gen. 28: 12). "Ascending" gives 
a sense of the Word, where thought ascends through Mind, Spirit, 
Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, and Love. Then as thought understands 
divine Principle, Life, Truth, and Love, it translates itself through 
Soul, Spirit, and Mind, and that is the "descending" order. Remem- 
ber how when you touch Soul in the Word you begin to have a 
sense of the Christ, and here you can already see that Christ sense 
appearing. 

"And, behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, I am the Lord 
God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon 
thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; and thy seed shall 
be as the dust of the earth" (Gen. 28: 13, 14). You and 1 have 
exactly that experience when we see that we come from God and 
return to God. There are times when it is perfectly clear to us that 
there is nothing to us but that which partakes of the nature of infinity, 
and that our seed is of t!~e nature of Life, of that which is multi- 
plication in every way. So you and 1 have the same experience as 
Jacob if we are entertaining the Christ-idea, "the chain of scientific 
being" (S. 8i H. 271: 2). 

The Divine Infinite Calculus a Blessing 

"And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt 
spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and 
to the south" (Cen. 28: 14). Now, you remember that Abraham 
was told to look "r~ortlllt~arcl, and southward, and eastward, and 
westward" (Gen. 13 : 14), because he saw the divine infinite calculus 
from the point of view of the Word. Jacob saw it from the point of 
view of Science-lt cst, east, north, and south. Remember that Jacob 
is defined, in part, as "the revelation of Science," so Jacob saw the 
divine infinite calculus from the west, from the point of view of 

, Science. ". . . and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the 
earth be blessed" (Gen. 28 : 14). 

I wonder if we realize how blessed we are that b e  are beginning 
to understand the Word, the Christ, Christianity, and Science, the 
divine infinite calculus of God's ideas. I wonder if we know how 
blessed we are and what i t  means to us and to mankind. It is super- 
important, and we certainly are blessed. Anybody who has any 
vision at all to-day can see, as he grasps this Science, what it is 
going to do for mankind and what it is going to do for him indivi- 
dually. 

Remember that if you know more of God every day, then you 
have already known the worst hell you will ever know. If you know 
more of mathematics to-day. you have h n o w n  the worst time yo11 
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can hake ~ i t h  mistakes in ~nathcrnictics. because ~ o u  hate more 
knowdedge tc- sc)l~,c them with. So if j o i ~  hnoii niorc of the d i ~ i n e  
infinite crilcult~s, then you have already L n o ~ n  the uorst hell you 
can know and you are passing into Life eternal. 

The Symbol Remains as Idea 

Think of the ~ a y  the spiritual idea deielops itself in uaces of 
vision. \I iih Isaac it dskeloped only faintly, because he \bas merely 
a stepping-stoilc to connect the stories of Abraham and Jacob, and 
not  really a definite symbol of the  spiritual idea. Rut Jacob is a 
very definite sqmbol. .At one time the symbol was Jesus and his 
apostles, then i t  was .Mary Baker Eddy, and through the ages it 
has been a11 kinds of men and women \tho have seen the Christ- 
idea. The syinbol changes, but in so far as Jesus or Mrs. Eddy 
demonstrated reality, the symbol remains as idea. But the symbol 
itself goes. Zlrs. Eddy says, "The Scriptures and Christian Science 
reveal 'the \+ay,' and personal rebelators nil1 take their proper place 
in history, but bill not be deified" (Mis. 308: 8-1 I ) .  

"And behold, I am ~ i t h  thee, and ~ 1 1 1  keep thee in r i l l  places 
whither thou pe s t ,  and bill bring thee again into thi\ land: for 
I will not l e a ~ c  thee, until I have done that nhich I hake spoken 
to thee of" (<,en. 38: 15)-that is a ~onder fu l  sense to have M hen 
you are giving a treatment. When you see an idea, know that Truth 
must "have her per tc t  work," and then there is no turning back, 
no delajin2 at all. 

''None Other But the House of God" 

"And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the Lord 
is in this place: and I knew it not. And he Lvas afraid, and said, 
How dreadful is this place!" (Gen. 28: 16, 17). M'ell, you and I have 
that experience: if you are d r a ~ i n g  nearer and nearer to the right 
idea of God and of reality, the things of evil sometimes look pretty 
real to you, because your very t ision uncoirers \i hat materiality must 
do  to itself. \r ou can't side-step that. The things of evil look very 
real to the other fellow because he doesn't know uhat to do with 
them, but you do know what to do ~ i t h  them. So Jacob goes on to 
say, "This is none other but the house of God. and this is the gate 
of heaven" ~ G e n .  28: 17). In Revelation, qou remember, there 
were twelve gates, symbolizing the Christ-idea."And Jacob rose up 
early in the morning. and took the stone that he had put for his 
pillows. and wt it up t;.. a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it" 
(Gen. 28:  18). "Oil" symbolizes consecration (see S. & H. 592: 2 5 ) .  



so it means that Jacob exalted his sense of the divine infinite calculus 
and consecrated himself to it. 

"And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and 
will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, 
and raiment to put on, so that I come again to my father's house 
in peace;"-"bread" symbolizes Truth, and "raiment" symbolizes 
being spiritually clothed upon;-"then shall the Lord be my God: 
and this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God's house:" 
-"this stone," the calculus, the divine infinite calculus of ideas, is 
God's house:-"and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give 
the tenth unto thee" (Gen. 28: 20-22)-apply it to the human. 
He promised to use the ideas of God in human experience. 

"Into the Land of the People of the East" 

"Then Jacob went on his journey, and came into the land of 
the people of the east" (Gen. 29: 1). The historians say that this 
indicates the north-west part of the Arabian desert. But the "east" 
is always used in the Bible to indicate the Christ. So it means that 
he went into the land of the Christ. And you and I have that same 
experience as we begin to understand the nature of God as infinite 
Soul, that which always identifies, that which makes definite, as 
we begin to understand the sinlessness and the incorporeality of 
Soul, and as we begin the journey from sense to Soul, and see the 
substance of the divine idea made definite to us. At that point we 
begin to recognize the divine infinite calculus and its operation, 
and we begin to touch the hem of the garment of the Christ. So 
we come "into the land of the people of the east,"-we take hold 
on the Christ. We have seen God's thoughts "ascending and 
descending:" we have seen how the Word is the ascending order, 
the seeking, and the Christ is the descending order, the finding. 
So, like Jacob, we come to the land of the east, to the Christ-idea, 
to look for a bride. 

We are watching the symbolism of the idea as it develops. In the 
first thousand years it was the Adam story, and we learnt how to 
analyze, uncover, and annihilate the false sense of creation. The 
outcome was the story of Enoch. Then came the Noah story, and 
that gave a different sense-the outcome was the bow in the cloud, 
the promise. And then we came to the Abraham story, and the 
outcome was the birth of Isaac-the fatherhood of God was identified. 
So remember that in none of these symbols do you get the ultimate. 
In arithmetic, if you only got as far as multiplication, that would 
not be the ultimate, but you would have learnt how to begin to use 
the arithmetical calculus. You and I may have Jacob's vision of 



thc ditinc in t in i :~  c,~lcului LIP to tlic point ol'tlic Christ.--\ie niay 
\cc God'\ t l 1 ~ ~ ~ 1 ; 1 1 1 ~  ; i l \ \ ,~!\  ",l\ccndirig . ~ r i r l  dcand~n_c''--hut that 
is not thc ult~~n,l tc.  

Howc~er .  r~mcn:hcr that e\cn in the N'orci thcre i \  the subjective 
sense. as \\ell ;is the objecti\e. 'blind is fore\er saying, "I am the 
infinite intclli~cncc." and that comes to you 3rd to me as intelligent 
thouglit. Spirit c,~>.;,  " I  an1 the infinitc \uh\t,~ncc." 2nd that comes 
to 4011 and to mc ; I <  purity. Soul <;I><. "I arn tlic intinite identity." 
and that cornc.5 t o  \ I \  ,I$ dcfinitcnc\s. And \I, \ i l t I i  :ill the rest. Even 
in the NFord !lit. outlook is from cnuce. i;cc;~usc operation is n l ~ r i \ . s  
f rom cn~iw.  

As the NV,3rd becomes clear. i t  e\.cntu,ltcc in the Christ. the 
dikinc mc\ \a l s  f'rorn God to nicn. And \illen >ou ha \ c  touched 
the hem of 1\12 yrrnent  of thc Chrtct-idc;i, i\ou kel  that you niuIt 
med the idc,t 11 111.:I~ h a c  c o ~ m  to j 0 ~ 1  to scmetli~ng of its o\in kind. 
so you go I P  thc  people ot' thc caqt. bcc:iuhc > O L I  \inn1 to iicd i t  
to that nli~cli i \  ! 1 h 2  i t .  

Rolling Away the Stone 

"And he Ioohcd. xnd behold well in the field, and, lo. there 
were thrcc f10cL1 of beep lying by it: for out of that \id1 they 
\vatercd thc f l ~ x k s :  and a great ctonc was upon the ~vell's mouth. 
And thithcr ncrc 1111 the flocks gathered : and the) rolled the stone 
from the ucil'\ mouth, and untcrcd the chccp" (Gen. 29: 2, 3). 
In the tin12 ot' .lc\u\ tlic \tone \iris not on11 rolled from the \+ell'$ 
mouth. but a ! w  t'rorn the scpuI~I~r~. - that  is. it \+;is not only n 
q u w i o n  ot' +'rct.ing the uatcr of inspiration. but alco of rollin_c 
ri\iay the \tone of the belief called de,ith. .Je\us said. "N hosoever 
drinketh ot' 1112 u;\tc'r that I shall gi\c him \hall ne\tx thirst" 
(John 4: 1-11. 

",4nci wlitlc he yct <pakc iiith then?. Rachel came \i ith her father's 
shccp" (Gen. ZL):  (1)- h o ~  true that is! 1 i 3 i r ~ l l  \I rote. "And it chall 
conic to pa\\. that h d m  they call. I uill an\v.cr: and w hile they are 
vet speakiris. I uill hc;~r" (Isa. 65: 23) .  :ind hou often some of u5 

have had c\pcric.nce of the natut-;ilncsc and spontaneity of that 
which is the c~ 21.-prescnt and the rc~ll! Hcnlth is not t r  otf. Happiness 
is not Sar o!t'. 1-11;. i s  not fclr otf. h 'e  don't h;l\c to scrirch about for 
those t h i n p :  ha~re only to niu\e on the tliings of God. Neither 
humanity nor the individual ~ 1 1 1  c \er  get anything w-orth-u.hile 
except through spiritual talues. Humanity \ \ i l l  go from stage to 
~ t a g e  of fool~ng itcclf and eupcricncing hitter disappointment. until 
it put$ first t h t n ~ i  tir\t. and then rcndcrc :1 t i t  he.-achnowledges 
t h t  those tit-qt tllingc operate in tlic rc;~lrn ot' Science and in the 

7 17 --- 



rcalm ot'llunian cxpcricncc. Wc'vc all got to leasn to put tllosc tirst 
things first. 

"And while he yet spake with them, Rachel came with her father's 
sheep: for she kept thetn." Keeping sheep is a symbol of ordered 
thought; you remember how Moses tended Jethro's sheep (Ex. 3 : I ) ,  
and there are similar inctances throughout the Bible. "And it came 
to pass, when Jacob san Rachel the daughter of Lahan his mother's 
brother, and the sheep of Laban his n~other's brother, that Jacob 
went near, and rolled the stone from the well's mouth, and watered 
the flock of Laban his mother's brother" (Gen. 29 : 10). I f  you have 
ever seen a picture of a stone like this, you would understand why 
they had to wait till all the shepherds came to roll it away; it would 
have been an enormous stone, and so physically Jacob couldn't 
possibly have rolled it away by himsell', but that is not what it means. 
It is a synibol of what we all have to do: u e  have to roll away, 
mentally and \pirit~~ally, the stone that \ \ o d d  hiJc thc water of Life. 

Serving Seven Ycars 

"And Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice, and wept. 
And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father's brother, and that 
he was Rebekah's son: and she ran and told her father" (Gen. 29: 
11, 12). This is another of those romances in which, as the Clarendon 
Bible says, God "only appears vaguely as a directing Providence." 
The prophets didn't usc it as a love-story, but as they used every- 
thing else-to illustrate spiritual facts. 

"And it came to pass, when Laban heard the tidings of Jacob 
his sister's son. that he ran to meet him, and embraced him, and 
kissed him, and brought him to his house. And he told Laban all 
these things. And Laban said to him, Surely thou art my bone and 
my flesh. And he abode with him the space of a month. And Laban 
said unto Jacob, Becauce thou art my brother, shouldest thou there- 
fore serve nie for nought? Tell me, \+hat shall thy wages be? And 
Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, and 
the name of the younger was Rachel. Leah was tender eyed; but 
Rachel was beautiful and well favoured. And Jacob loved Rachel; 
and said, I will sei-ve thee seven yean for Rachel thy younger 
daughter" (Gen. 29: 13-1 8). Yo11 and I have ta serve "seven years" 
for everything that is worth having,-that i q ,  we have to understand 
the days of creation, the "incorporeal, divine, supreme, infinite 
Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle. Lik. TI-uth, Love" (S. Xr H. 465: 9-10). 
You may begin to sco that lo which y o u r  thought niu\t bt: mcedded, 
qceu malf bczin :o 1-wl ti131 > o i l  want i t .  > L ) L I  may hcgin to identify it, 



but you \till nc\cr deinon~tr;itc it as 1-ifc or I ~ I ~ ~ c I I I c ~ o J ,  ;IS TSULII OI- 

sonship, and ar L o ~ c  or tiiotlie~.hoc~d.-1Iii~t I \ .  0 1 1  u ~ l l  ncver 
demonstrate ~t eternally as consciousness and t'ulfilment,--until you 
understand thc days ot'creation, until you Ila\,c wved  those "seven 
years." You must understand the "seed-plot" 01' the Bible. 

"And LLib:tn said. I t  is better that I p v c  Iicr to thee. than that 
I should give Iicr t o  another man: abide nith nic. And Jacob served 
seven years Sor Rachel ; and they seemed unto him but a few days. 
for the love lie had to her" (Gen. 29: 19, 20). How true that is! 
In s tud~ing t h ~ s  Scicnc'c, the days come and tlic days go, and w.e 
see brighter and brighter and fuller and t'uller tones of these seven 
days and the u a y  they operate: i t  sconis ''but a l'ctt' days," for the 
lobe that wc ha\c  for ~ t .  

Leah Instead of Rachel 

Then you rcmember the story of' hotv L;ihnn. \~ I i o  wits pretty 
crafty. dt.cci\ cd Jacoh and gr~vc him Lc;ili instcrid of' Krtchel. But 
remember that Laban rcpresentcd the dupl~city i n  Jacob's 0u.n 
thinking. E\,crytliing that happened \i.rts rill in the thinking of the 
symbol called Jacob. And it is a11 in your thinking. As I told you. 
it is 3s if you arc seeing on the stage 21 play with a plot and various 
characters %orking out the different aspects ot'the plot. The spiritual 
idea was symbolized by thc story of an individual here; and later on 
by stories of nations: to-day it is symbolized spiritually and scienti- 
fically. 

And so Laban plaj,cd a trick on Jacob and gave him Leah instead 
of Rachel, and then he said that he had to do that, because in that 
part of the s,m-ld the elder daughter Iiad ro be married tirst. It 
sometimes swms that in our desire to \i.ed o~~rselves to that to 
which we should ucd oursel\.cs. \i.e stop at the half-wriy house. 
We see that ~ h c  spiritual is true, and \ve \+ant to lied oursel\,es to 
i t ,  but ure let the Laban in us, tht' duplicit). sell us Leah. and it 
sells us Led11 through some kind of story that "That is ~vhat is right!" 
We conforni to what  the human mind says is right and so we arc 
sold Leah. and then L ~ T  h a ~ e  to \vork i t  out. just as Jacob had to 
work it out. A s  you knot+,. he eventually got Rachel. 

As we sau, this \illole story gives a sense ot' the uarfarc bct~tecn 
the flesh and the Spir~t, and you see i t  cicn in Jacob's tteddings, 
first with Leah and then with Rachel. Rachcl uas  the onc he lo\.ed, 
but he had to take Leah. And hou often -\hen sonlethng comes 
to you and to rnt: 01' the Christ, and n e  arc ~villing and anxious to 
be wedded to it. it seems humanly that we Iiri~.e to take something 
along with it. It'tvc knew niorc. of course, \ L C  uouldn't lirivc to. 



The Twelve Sons of Jacob 

We shall be considering next time the whole story of the twelve 
sons of Jacob, because they are the most wonderful illustration of 
the operation of the spiritual idea. You see, they were the outcome 
of Leah and Rachel and of their maidservants, and they illustrate 
the operation of the spiritual idea in its desire to be wedded to that 
which is like itself. They tell the human story of how the idea develops 
and how it is checkmated at every point by certain qualities clf thought. 

We come at this point to a very definite stage in the development 
of the spiritual idea and also a very definite stage in the develop- 
ment of human history. Historically nothing is known about these 
twelve sons of Jacob, but the saga was so definite that the tribes 
of Israel were afterwards named after them. But this whole story 
of the children born to Leah and Rachel and their maidservants is 
very definite to us, because Mrs. Eddy's definitions and Jacob's 
blessings on his twelve sons make the whole thing very clear. It 
gives a very definite and inspired sense of this idea that we are now 
regarding at the point of Soul,-that is, true identity and definiteness, 
-operating as Spirit to give birth to the idea, to purify the idea, to 
give it strength, and so on. It is all going on in your own thinking. 

Remember that "twelve" is the measure of demonstration; it was 
symbolized by the twelve sons of Jacob, the twelve apostles, the 
twelve gates, and so on. This story of the twelve sons shows you 
how the spiritual idea operates to bring about a measure of demon- 
stration when you have touched the hem of the Christ-idea. The 
symbol has now gone beyond Jacob to the denlonstration of that 
idea of which Jacob was a symbol. To me this story of the twelve 
tribes of Israel is like some great opera or some great musical 
composition in which you hear the different tones coining in. But 
over and above that you see what those tones do to human belief; 
you see how they analyze, uncover, and annihilate the human sense 
of things ; you see the way that the human mind tries to confuse 
the whole issue and the way that the spiritual idea always breaks 
through. This must happen in our own experience if we learn the 
symbolism in pure cultured spiritual thought, so that we understand 
what it really means. 

Remember the definition of Jacob as "Inspiration; the revelation 
of Science, in which the so-called material senses yield to the spiritual 
sense of Life and Love." Mrs. Eddy's sense of Christianity in absolute 
Christian Science is always symbolized by Life and Love. And so 
if you and I feel the touch of Science, and "the so-called material 
senses yield to the spiritual sense of Life and Love," we shall see 
the demonstration of Christianity. We shall see through this symbol 
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of the t\\cl\ c ~ 1 1 4  01' Jacob l io~+  thc b'~ii;~te~.i;~I ~cnlrt':, i c l d  to tllc 
spiritual s<nw 01' 1 . i  tk :lnd Lo1.c.'' 

I believe that one of the pillars of the Bible is this symbol ot' 
the t\vel\.c. cons  a S J ~ o b .  Why d o  you si~pposc that Mrs. Eddy gives 
definitions 01'  ninc 01' thcm? W h y  do you .;uppose that she intro- 
duced those detinitions at all'l She Eait '  definitions of Jesus and 
Elias. but nc7t c3f Paul or  John o r  any others. I bclie\.e that this u.hole 
story of the t\\el\.c t r~bes  rind u.hat they symbolize is one of the most 
in~portant  thin:.; in the Bible. And rcmemhcr, thew stories :Ire 
not meant to be Iiistoricrilly accur:ttc: they arc to teach us about 
God and man. 

(;ood, Not "Goody-Goody" 

U'cIl. 4011 l i l i ~ i  I knou that rf \\c \\ant to be neddcd to the cpir-itual 
idcii. \+c ' \c sot  to writ‘ " w e n  years" for it. M-c'\c got to understand 
thc pcrtkcticlri ( ~ f  hcing and the numeral\ of intinit!. and ~c shull 
d o  it through >tudying thoroughly the Icttcr rind imbibing tllc spirit. 
Science i5 1112 ~ ~ r t e c t  thins In all the uorld.  Thc compo4tion\ of 
music. for in\tancc. are a \  child's pkiy to it. 

Thic Science. 1, of no kalue to people unlttr~ they bant  to think. 
It'thcy uant  to he "yoody-~ood!." i t  uon' t  help thcm. I t  m i l l  play 
hell I\ it11 I bc "good) -gocdy." The v orld 1 i ~ r  hiid a \urti.it of the 
" g o o d ~ - g o o d ~ . "  cllld it  i\n't pr,tctic;ll. R u t  Sc!cncc is yood. and good 
is the rnmt x . 1 ~  ntitic t h ~ n g  in thc isorld : i t  liar thc order. the substance. 
the rcitlity. thc  pilrlt>. ;ind tbe \ti-ensth 01' S ~ i r i t .  Good i5 d i ~ i n e  
order. ;l~id notliin: i >  sood that i >  not ordcrcct. Could you hale  ally 
good in ~n;ttlic~n;tt~cs. or n i u w ,  or in your home, that \ \n i  !lot ordered'! 

".tnd God Called the Dry Land Earth" 

I don't n;int go into this question o f  the tribe5 ~io\i.. but LCC 

shall start coriiitfcriny i t  thoroughly nclt  n.eeh. I t  is a most uondcr- 
fuI picturc; it i.; something that \\.c must h a w  clcarly in our thought 
a t  this point 0 1 '  Sou1 ar Spirit. You rcrncrnhc.r that Soul as Mind 
\\.as s~rnholi7cJ in tlic third Clay o f c r ~ ; ~ t i o ~ i  h4; "Let the dry land 
appear-" ((;en. 1 : 9 ) .  Thcn Soul :is Spirit I+ as s>mbolizcd by "And 
God crillcti the dr), land Earth: and thc sathering together of the 
waters ciillcd Iic Scas" (Gcn. 1 : 10)---look a t  the \vriy that  as 
symbolized h) he sons ot' J x o h ,  typif)ing the operation of spiritual 
sense and ttic operation of the rnoit a\\  t'ul qu;ilities of the carnal 
mind. Could y o u  Iia\.c a better sense ot' tlic tic. I~ind beins called 
Earth tliar~ \\ ;icri .I;~cob \\.;IS re-n:tnicci I \ ; r - x l  '.' Could you h;l\*e a 
he t~c r  w i \ c '  o 1' tiic g;itIic~-in? tc~~ct l icr  ot' the \\ :ittr.r c:~llt'd Seas than 



the gathering together of that sense of nationalism in the sons of 
Jacob which was just honey-combed with ignorance and bias'? To- 
day that problem hasn't been solved, and the turmoil and hate goes 
on. The Jew to-day is still waiting for his Christ, because he has 
not seen that "God called the dry land Earth," which we epitomized 
by naming and blessing,-Soul as Spirit. The day will come when 
the Jew will be re-named Israel, and then he will be blessed. 1 don't 
mean the Jewish nation, I mean the Jew in each one of us, that 
which partakes of all that is unlovely in the sons of Jacob. 

Next week we shall begin that whole story. Remember that it is 
all in your thinking. Historically it means very little, but as a symbol 
that shows us the operation of the forever Christ-idea, available to 
every man here and now, it is reality, and that is the dry land. 

Now, love the Christ-idea. Don't be afraid to love it, and don't 
be afraid to bc it. And if you are in that state of thought where you 
are pondering the things of God, of reality, of Life, Truth, and 
Love, your Rachel will come to you, and then you will have to 
serve seven years for her,-you will have to understand the divine 
tones,-and you will have to be wise enough not to let anything else 
keep you from her for any reason whatever. 



JACOB-I 

The Twelve Sons of Jacob 
Jacob's Struggle 

The Accent Changes from Life to Truth 

Now we have come to a point in the Scriptural story nhere 
a very important change takes place. Remember that the days of 
creation and the thousand-year periods of the Bible present an 
ascending order.--an ascending order of the understanding of Life, 
Truth, and L o ~ e .  Each one of the days givcs a sense of Life, Truth, 
and Love. As yoti know, Mrs. Eddy define$ "Day" as "The irradiance 
of Life; light, the spiritual idea ofTruth and L o ~ e "  (S. & H. 584: 1-2). 
Every day of creation gives a higher sense of Life, of Truth, and of 
Love. 

In the Blble record so far, we have been considering the nature 
of God mostly as Life, or the creat i~e sense, the fatherhood sense. 
You remember the symbols in the first t ~ o  periods: the symbol in 
the first thousand years was a Chaldean mjth, the story of Adam 
and the false creation, and in the second thousand years it was 
another Chaldean myth, the story of Noah and the ark. Then in 
the third thousand years, nhen things began to be defined, the 
symbol was to some extent part of Israelitish history, and it was 
a very much more definite symbol. Every one of those symbols pre- 
sented Life. Truth, and Love, thoucgh from a different aspect. In 
the first thousand years the nature of Life, Truth, and Love was 
presented from the aspect of Mind, the creative aspect. In the 
second thousand years the nature of Life, Truth, and Love was 
presented from the aspect of Spirit, as the infinite substance,-not 
as the creator, but as the infinite substance. -4nd then in the first 
part of the third thousand years this sense of creator and of the 
cubctance of Hi$ creation began to he defined. We had the $erne of 



Abraham as father; then we had the sense of Isaac as both son 
and father; and then we had the sense of Jacob as both son and 
father. But a t  this point of Jacob the symbol of fatherhood or 
the creative sense ceases. The whole thing changes now, and the 
symbol becomes the idea, sonship. In Soul we always touch the 
Christ, and so now we are coming into the realm of the Christ, and 
we are now going to regard the whole thing more from the aspect 
of Truth, sonship, the idea itself. 

In the story of Adam there was Adam, his sons, and his wife, 
which was the counterfeit of Life, Truth, and Love; in the story 
of Noah there was Noah, his sons, and his wife; and there was the 
same thing in the story of Abraham, only the sense of fatherhood 
was very much more pronounced. And then came the sense of the 
bride in the story of Isaac; and when you come to Jacob he is wed- 
ded not to one bride, but to two, and the outcome is the twelve 
sons of Jacob. 

Let me read you first of all a passage from "Science and Health" 
that will perhaps give you an idea of what we are coming to. Mrs. 
Eddy writes, "The spiritual idea is crowned with twelve stars. 
The twelve tribes of Israel with all mortals,-separated by belief 
from man's divine origin and the true idea,-will through much 
tribulation yield to the activities of the divine Principle of man 
in the harmony of Science. These are the stars in the crown of 
rejoicing. They are the lamps in the spiritual heavens of the age, 
which show the workings of the spiritual idea by healing the sick 
and the sinning, and by manifesting the light which shines 'unto 
the perfect day' as the night of materialism wanes" (S. & H. 562: 
11-2 1). 

Life, Truth, and Love in the Divine Infinite Calculus 

As you watch this developing understanding of the nature of 
God as Life, Truth, and Love, you see that at  first you have the 
sense of Life, Truth, and Love in the Word as the pinnacle of reve- 
lation. Then you see Life, Truth, and Love in the Christ as the one 
ideal; the pinnacle of revelation becomes the divine ideal. And 
then in Christianity you see Life, Truth, and Love as Father, Son, 
and Mother, the infinite family, because Christianity is always to do 
with relationship. And then in Science you see Life, Truth, and 
Love not as Father, Son, and Mother, but as Father-Mother, Son, 
and Holy Ghost or divine Science. So you get the ascending scale. 



'I'hc Hoclat ion of Fatherhood, Sonship, and hl othcrhood 
in the N'ord 

We have been considering the W'ord so far. b ' e  hai,e been con- 
sidering Lifc. Truth. and Love through the first day of "Let there 
be light," tIir.ougIi the second day of "Let there bc a firmament," 
and througli thc third day of "Let tlie dry land appear" (<;en. I : 
3, 6.  9). and it hiis all been a sense of rei.elation,-the revelation 
of f;itlierhcxxi, 01' sonship, and of' motherhood. Life, Truth, and 
Love in thc \\'ord is the pinnacle of reiselation, and giies some sense 
of fatherhood, sonhhip, and motherhood. j.011 can see in the first 
thousand )ear$, ill~~stsating "Let there be light," h o ~  the light of 
Life. Truth. ~ind Loie corrected-analyzed, uncovered, and annihi- 
lated--the t'alcc sense of or creiitor, the f'alse sense of 
sonship, :inti the 1'11w sense of motherhood. In  that first period the 
climax u ~ s  E:.nocii--"And Enoch walked with God:" tkit  \+as the 
pinnacle df the re~.elation of Life, Truth, and Loie. 

Then in tile rccond pcriod, illustrating "Let there be n firma- 
ment," there nac; the symbol of Noah ;ind the :irk. and the senw 
of fatherhood: h o a h  i'athercd the idea. and so lie \+.as able to 
separate that idea i'roni the flood of human theories. The three- 
fold sense. Lite, Truth, and Love, was represented in this story by 
Soah and his sons and his ~ . i f e .  

And then in the first part of the third period, illustratin_c "Let 
the dry land appear," there \+.;is the story o f  Abr;iharn. and the 
sense of I'athcrhood became more detinite. The sense of fatherhood 
there is n ~ ) t  tlie sense of fatherhood that you find later on in Life. but 
it is a sense of the creative nature of God. nhich Abraham began 
to see more definitely. It began to be identitied in his thought, 
and he sa\c. u hat this true creati~~e hen5t: ~ o u l d  do for him: so his 
ideal, symbplizcd by Sarah. became very detinite to him. In that 
story there \\as ;i very definite identification of fiitherhood (the 
creative senw), son\hip ( a  sense of' the idea). ;tnd motherhood (the 
motherin: ot' the idea. i+ hich was symbolized by Sarah, the ideal). 
And then in the >tory of Isux there \+as the sense of catherhood 
and sonship :ind iiiotherllood again, and also the sense of the bride: 
you remember MI.\. I'ddy's definition, in  plirt, of "Bride" as "Purity 
and innocence" ( S .  Kr H.  5 8 2 :  14). At this point in the record the 
tone of Soul as Spirit enters in; the Abraham experience sym- 
bolized Soul as hlind. and then uith Jacob conies a full sense of 
Soul as Spirit. t Ici-e again there is the fatherhood sense, and again 
tlie ideri sen.ic.--ilot as nnc idea as bit11 Abraharii, but as the twelve 
sons oSJm\h,--and ;ilso the motherhood senw,---Jacob nas +\edded 
not to one icical. hilt to t~vo. But the accent in tlie sto? is now on 
the sonship. 
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Judah and Israel 

Leah and Rachel undo~~btcdly symbolize tile good human sense 
and the divine sense. Out of Leah came Judah, and out of Judah 
came Jesus; out of Rachel came Joseph, and out of Joseph came 
the woman sense and the mother sense, from which has come 
Science. This whole story, or rather this whole symbol, of the 
twelve sons of Jacob has to do not only with human history and 
with the development of the spiritual idea among the Jews, but it 
also has to do with every measure of progress and demonstration 
and development that any of us has or takes part in. 

As we saw, the symbol changes now from the sense of Life to 
the sense of Truth, and the idea is now symbolized as the twelve 
sons of Jacob. As 1 read you, Mrs. Eddy shows that these are the 
twelve "stars in the crown of rejoicing" (S. & H. 562: 16-17), the 
crown of joy, the crown of Soul. "Twelve," as you know, is the 
symbol of the demonstration in some measure through the Word, 
the Christ, Christianity, and Science, of Life, Truth, and Love, 
because the minute you begin to see the idea you begin to get demon- 
stration. 

Let's just consider how the twelve tribes became the Southern 
and Northern Kingdoms. After they went into the Promised 
Land, they were divided into two kingdoms,-Judah in the south 
and Israel in the north. Judah consisted of the tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin. and Israel consisted of the ten other tribes,--chiefly 
Ephraim and Manasseh, which had engulfed most of the others. 
We shall see as we go along how many of them-Reuben, Simeon, 
Levi, for instance-were engulfed. The Northern Kingdom of 
Israel was taken into captivity in 722 KC., when it was defeated 
and sacked by Assyria. Then the sense that they had of God in 
the Northern Kingdom went all over the world, because it was the 
woman sense. The Southern Kingdom of Judah was defeated in 
597 and 586 B.c., and finally taken into captivity in Babylon. 

Those two kingdoms originated in this symbol of the twelve 
sons of Jacob. None of the authorities can see why there are twelve. 
They say that according to the record there were actually thirteen, 
but it has always been taken and known as twelve. One theory 
is that there were twelve because Solomon divided the kingdom into 
twelve parts so that every month one part of the kingdom would 
pay him tribute, and therefore he would have tribute all the year 
through. But none of the authorities knows exactly why there were 
twelve. To-day we (lo know the reason for it, however. 

Out of Leah came Judah, out of whose line came Jesus, and out 
of Rachel came Joseph. As you begin to have a sense of the idea, 



you begin to \CC the idea as ;l true sense ol' manliood and \cornan- 
hood, and I - a h  and Rachel brought forth that true gense of man- 
hood and ~ o n ~ a n h o o d ,  \jmbolized in those days by Judah and 
Joseph. 

Jesus said. as I hake quoted to you. "l'11to uhat i \  the kingdom 
of God like" and whereunto shall I re5emble i t '?  It is like a grain 
of mustard seed. which a niatr took. and cast into his garden: and 
it grew, and uaxed a great tree;"-became some sense of Principle; 
-"and the foul\ of the air"-the uplifted thoughts of earnest 
men and \to~iitm--"lodged in the branches of it" (Luke 13 : 18, 19). 
And again. " I t  i q  like len~en, uhich a wonmt took and hid in three 
measure5 of meal. till the \{.hole was leakened" (Luke 13: 21). Thus 
in those two comparisons of Jesus you a p i n  have that sense ~thich 
you get on the s~xth day, the sense of the manhood and woman- 
hood of God. It is on the third day of creation that the gender 
of ideas first appears: Mrs. Eddy says in that context, "God deter- 
mines the cgcrider of His own ideas" (S. & H. 508: 13). The counter- 
feit of Soul i n  the fdhe creation was the Adam sense that there was 
no "help meet for him." In  this third period the tu-elve sons of 
Jacob symbolize the appearance of the d i ~ i n e  idea, the sonship 
of Truth. 

The Forever Appearing of Life, Truth, and Love 

We have been watching all along the appearance of Life, Truth, 
and Love, but from the creative aspect, and from now on we are 
going to batch it  from the appearing 35pect.-from the aspect 
of the idea : e~.cntually we shall watch it from the aspect of mother- 
hood, or Science. I t  is all a sense of Life, Truth, and Love. That 
is why Mrs. Eddy speaks of Mind, Life, Truth, and Love, and of 
Spirit, Life. Truth. and Love, and so on, because Life. Truth, and 
Love are alw,ays rekealing themselves. "God is uhat the Scriptures 
declare Him to be.-Life, Truth, L o ~ e "  (S. & H. 330: 19-20). 
There is ne\.er anything going on but Life, Truth, and Love. That 
which is going on in the Word is Life, Truth, and Love as the 
pinnacle of rebelation. In the Chriqt that which is going on is Life, 
Truth, and I.o\.e translating itself as the ideal. In Christianity that 
which is going on is Life, Truth, and Lobe ;is the infinite Person 
of God, the intinite Father, Son, and Mother. In Science that which 
is going on is Life, Truth, and Loire as what Mrs. Eddy calls "God 
the Father-Mother; Christ the spiritual idea of sonship: divine 
Science or the Holy Comforter" (S. & H. 33 1 : 30-3 1). .4nd so that 
is how Life. T r u t h ,  and Love appear in the divine infinite calcirl~~s 
of the N'orct. the Christ. Christianity, and Science. 
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In the days of creation you see Life, Truth, and Love in the first 
day from the aspect of Mind, in the second day from the aspect of 
Spirit, in the third day from the aspect of Soul, and so on. It begins 
to be identified in the third period; the creative sense of Abraham 
began to be identified as fatherhood, and the creative sense of Isaac 
and Jacob also began to be identified, and now we are coming to 
the sense of the idea. So the Word sense is now yielding to the Christ 
sense. As we have seen before, that means that Mind, Spirit, and 
Soul is giving place to Soul, Principle, and Life. Soul always brings 
you to the Christ, or divine ideal, 

Historical Background 

I want you to have an intelligent human sense of this picture 
of Jacob's sons. Mrs. Eddy says, "Acquaintance with the original 
texts, and. willingness to give up human beliefs (established by 
hierarchies, and instigated sometimes by the worst passions of men), 
open the way for Christian Science to be understood, and make the 
Bible the chart of life, where the buoys and healing currents of 
Truth are pointed out" (S. & H. 24: 4-10). I always feel that if 
you have a good human sense of the Bible, then you can put it aside 
and go to the ethics of it, and see what the symbols mean. 

So let's see what some of the authorities say about the twelve 
tribes. Colonel Mozley, who comes from a well-known family in 
the Church of England, has written a book to help with the teaching 
of boys in schools, and it is called "A Guide to the Old Testament." 
Here are some extracts on this subject:- 

Broadly speaking, the Books of the Law are later than the Prophetic 
Books. . . . 

"The Law," i.e. the pertinent chapters in the Pentateuch relating 
thereto, was compiled a thousand years after the time it purports to have 
been written by Moses. It is not unlikely that some passages and injunc- 
tions may derive from him. 

Where the journeyings of the patriarchs Abraham, Lot, Isaac, Jacob 
and the twelve sons of Jacob are mentioned it is possibly the case that 
movements of bodies of Israelites or tribes are really referred to. The 
twelve sons may be mythical. 

The Exodus from Egypt was in reality a fragmentary and perhaps 
even a minor affair. No great organised body of Israelites is likely 
ever to have been in Egypt, nor could any considerable number have 
re-crossed the desert together. Most of the Israelites, who were of 
Semitic origin, always dwelt in or near Canaan . . . . 

It must not be thought that the pre-Exilic Israelites were absolutely 
monotheistic. They themselves held by Jehovah alone but they did 
not think that there was no other God to be compared with Him. They 
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had n o  nlct,iph>.;ical conccptiol~\ of Goti. I n  thcir eyes Jehovah was 
a divine Pcrwn. urho fought for them and directed thcir armies. and 
who. at ;I later itage under the teaching of the prophets, was believed 
to love them 3s a nation. Thcy always thought of Jehovah as moral. 
a quality not attributed by neighbouring nations to their gods. There 
was little or 110 belief in immortality. 

Eben in the time of Jesus, the Pharisees and the Sadducees used 
to argue r i \  to \\ hcttier there \\us any lift: after death. but a t  that 
time therc u a s  Ler! little belief in immortalitj. 

M ozleq' cont i n ilei : - 

I t  is likcl\ that only a few of the tribcs of Isracl ever went to Egypt. 
These lverc probabl> Ephraim, hlanasseh, Simeon and Levi. The 
Exodus is a p~cturt. of those tribes rejoining the others in Canaan. 
Not ei.en then uerc thcy united without latent sceds of discord, of 
which the d~\idctf Kingdom was the u1tini;ttc reiirlt. But for a time 
thcy hclpcd cach othcr. and increasingly, as n i q  be read in the storics 
of Deborah. Ritrah and Gidcon . . . . 

The Can,i;tnrte.; (thc original inhabitants of the land) arc thc same 
as the ,Anior~tcs. They kvere never entirely extirpated or driven out, 
but livcd alongzide t l~c  new occupants of their land. the Israelites, and 
spoke the wrnc language. Thcy intermarried with them and therc are 
later iigni in  ttic (-)Id Testament of synipathy betueen the two peoples. 
The Canaanite, prxtised (as did most othcr tribes) gross sensual 
"religioub" actl\rtic.;, arid tended ahvays to involve the Israelites therein. 
This is con\t,intly mentioncd in the Books of Sarnucl and Kings. We 
read of \\or411p at "high places," a type o f  Baal-worship . . . . 

Jcrusalcm ;\a, hclti bq the Canaanites t Jebusites) as a fortress up to 
thc time ivht.:i [ h i i d  \cizcd the wholc country and with it the capital 
( 2  Sani. L .  6 9 ) .  

I want 4011 to hakc ,i picture in )ou r  mind 01' these twelce sons 
o!'Jacob. nou that l ie  are loohins from an entirely different aspect, 
--from the idea. not the creutike senhe. \\ e are going to look at the 
development 01' L~t't.. Truth, and L o ~ e .  not t'roni the creatice sense 
as in Mind and Spirit. and where that creative sense became identitied 
by Soul. but w c  are goins to look a t  the ~cltwrii! of tlw iclca, which 
began to be s~niholized L\ ~ t h  the tuelkc \ o n \  of' Jacob. 

hex t  I \ i , i~ i t  10 r e d  u u  t'roni "The hlodern Approach to the 
Old Testanien t" bc Jcn ctt C.  TON nsend : - 

One of the great ct~ficult~cs uhlch confront the student of the Old 
Testament 14 the fact that ticbrew Ii~\tor~an\  ne\er ccem to be impressed 
uith the 11ccJ of niah~iig c u c t  \tatenlent\. It IS readily to be noted that 
many rcfcrcncc~ to pcr10~1s of clap\cd t ~ m c  art' rnadc in sevens and 
niilltlples of x \ e n .  or i n  fortres and n~ultlple\ of fort). 

The Judeiiii chron~cler g~kcs cvactl 480 (12 times 40) )cars from 



the Exodus to the foundation of Solomon's Temple, 480 years from the 
founding of the Temple to the return from the Exile (535 B.c.). He 
also gives just half that period, 240 years, for the duration of the northern 
kingdom and divides the history of that kingdom into three exact periods 
of eighty years. It also is to be noted that the life-span of Moses, the 
lawgiver of sacred memory, is divided into three periods of 40 years 
each . . . . 

A very sincere effort has been made to determine the chronology 
of Old Testament events . . . . 

One of the most celebrated of these attempts was made by James 
Usher, an Irish theologian, but then living in England, who in about 
A.D. 1650, gave to the world his chronology of the Bible, based on a 
literal acceptance of the genealogies of Genesis and regarding the 
Genesis stories as authentic history. According to his figures, the world 
was created 4004 years before Christ. This was long accepted as correct 
and many Bibles were printed with his figures in the margin; some even 
supposing that they were a veritable part of the Bible itself. 

Then came the days of scientific research when men began to study 
the indisputable evidences within the earth itself; its strata, and rock 
formations, and fossil remains, and other evidences of long ages of 
change. Then they came to realize that Usher's conclusions could not 
possibly be correct, for the earth must have stood many millions, some 
believe billions, of years to make possible the great geological changes 
which it has undergone. 

I t  is perfectly evident that the prophetic writers didn't think 
of these numbers in terms of time, and so the historians who think 
of them as time are hopelessly a t  sea. They try to make the numbers 
fit into a time scheme, and of course they won't do  so. 

There are just one or  two extracts I also want to read you from 
The Clarendon Bible to  put the story in front of you humanly. 
The Clarendon Bible writes about the three lists of the tribes as 
given in Genesis 49, Numbers 26, and Numbers 1 as follows:- 

These three lists, in the order Genesis 49, Numbers 26, and Numbers 
1, thus represent three stages of settlement and political development, 
up to the time of the setting up of the monarchy, in particular the 
Davidic kingdom, which is reflected in the oracle concerning Judah 
in Genesis 49. They suggest the view that the first tribes to enter Canaan 
were those composing the Leah group, namely Reuben, Simeon, Levi, 
Judah, Zebulon, and Issachar. These tribes formed a league of six, 
for mutual protection and support, with a central sanctuary in the 
neighbourhood of Mt. Gerizim; they remained throughout in Canaan, 
and an Egyptian sojourn formed no part of their tradition . . . . 

The status of the four tribes, Dan, Gad, Asher, and Naphtali, as 
"handmaid" tribes probably reflects the tradition that they were not 
of the original stock of Israel, but were related groups which joined 
themselves to the league of six during the early stages of settlement. 
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The cons o f  the haiidniaids of Leah and Rachel are synibols of 
tribes u hich joined the others a t  a later timr-that is the historical 
theory. 1 a m  just showing you lvhat the historians believe, before 
we go on to take ~ . h r ~ t  \ye kmlr, to be true spiritually. 

The Cl;irendon Rihle continues: 

Dan WJ\ t)r~grnally a strong clan (mi\hpaLhah) and not a tribe, as 
Judges 18: 2 \howc, and had found a temporary settlement in the neigh- 
bourhood of Asher and Naphtali in the south, in what was afterwards 
Philistine country. Probably as the result of the Philistine invasion the 
clan was forced to tind a new home, and the tradition preserved in 
Judges 18 tells o f  the Danite settlement in the north,  on the Phaenician 
coast, where. as Genesis 49: 16 suggests, it attained the status of a tribe. 
Gad was taken into the Leah group of six tribes, to replace the loss of 
Levi, and Ashcr and Naphtali probably were also obliged to find a settle- 
ment in the north, ar we find them in lsa~ah 9: 1 and Joshua 19: 24-39 
in the regiort which was afterwards called Galilee. But the early stages 
of the settlcn~crlt of this group are uncertain and obscure. It may be 
remarked here that the Leah group together with the four handmaid 
tribes were eLlrl> exposed to attacks from the Arameans and the Assyr- 
ians, and thc latter d~sappeared at an early stage from the history of 
Israel. 

Finally, I \[ant to read you  hat Hastings' Bible Dictionary 
%rites about the tiielve tribes:- 

TRIRES 01 ISRAFL.--The numbcr of the tribes of Israel varied at 
different perrcxis. The number 12 is an artificial one, as is seen from 
its application to the descendants of lshmacl (Gen. 17: 20, 25: 13-16), 
of Nahor (Gen. 22: 20-24), and of Esau (Gen. 36: 15-19, 40-43). 
Simeon and L.c\ i were "divided in Jacob and scattered in Israel" (Gen. 
49: 7) when the tribe of Benjamin arose, so that at that time there would 
be not 12 but only 1 I tribes. Reuben, likewise, in the period of the kings, 
was an msign~ticant remnant, and, though mentioned in 1 Ch. 5: 26 
as still existing in 734, had apparently become d~sintegrated long before. 
As Stadecorrectly remarks, several of the largest tribes-Judah, Ephraim, 
Manasseh, (;ad--contained many minor tribes which surpassed in 
number, pw~cwrons, and political significance several of those counted 
in thc twelve tribes. 

The numbcr of the tribes, according to JE's genealogy (Gen. 29-30), 
1, not 12 but 13, and in the following order: 

Leah tr~bes-Reuben, Sirneon, Levi, Judah . . . .  4 
Bilhah ( Rachel) tribes-Dan, Naphtali . . . . . .  2 
Zilpah I Leah) tribe+-Gad, Asher . . . . . . . .  2 
Leah tribe., --lssachar, Zebulun . . . . . . . .  2 
Rachel triks--Joseph (Manasseh, Ephraim) . . . .  2 
Benjamin r horn in Palestine), Gen. 35: 18 . . . . . .  1 - 
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It is interesting that America started with thirteen states. I have 
always felt that there was something very significant in that. 

To obtain the number 12 from this scheme it is necessary to omit 
Levi, or to count Manasseh and Ephraim as one. 

Why the number 12 was chosen cannot be answered with certainty. 
Whether it is astronomical or mythological, i.e. connected with the 
12 signs of the Zodiac and the 12 months in the year . . . . or whether 
it rests upon Solomon's partition of the land into 12 divisions so that 
each might provision the royal household one month in the year 
(1 K. 4: 7), as Luther thinks, or whether the true explanation has yet 
to be discovered, cannot be affirmed. The mythological explanation 
has to the present writer the greater probability in its favour . . . . 

It is possible that the tribes which entered Canaan under Reuben's 
leadership, or during his supremacy, were classed under Leah, while 
those which followed under the lead of Joseph were classed under 
Rachel. The position of Issachar and Zebulun indicates that they were 
later in acquiring a foothold than the four earlier Leah tribes, yet 
earlier than Joseph. The position assigned to the Bilhah and Zilpah 
tribes, Guthe thinks, may be explained by their having come into closer 
relationship to Joseph, and to Reuben or the last of the two Leah tribes 
respectively, and hence their mothers were given as handmaids to Rachel 
and Leah. 

Well, that's the historical sense of the story of the twelve tribes, 
and as you can see, the historians are rather bewildered by it. But 
it is good to see it from a historical point of view, because then 
you can forget it. As this study of the Bible comes to the public- 
and it is going to come to the public, nothing can stop it-it will 
have to run the gauntlet of a great deal of criticism, because we are 
reading the Bible in an entirely original way, in a way that it has 
never been read. Sooner or later we shall have to face a lot of criti- 
cism and so it is as well to know something about the other side of 
the picture. Moreover, it gives you the ability to handle criticism in 
a more intelligent way. 

The Idea Identified 

We have seen so far how the creative sense began with "Let 
there be light," how it was made substantial in the second period 
when Noah used it to separate between the real and the unreal, 
and how that creative sense became identified in Abraham and 
was identified up to the time of Jacob. And now we see the appearing 
of Life, Truth, and Love from the point of view of the idea, or 
the Son, rather than the creative sense. We have come to the 
point of Soul as Spirit in the third thousand-year period, and we 
are going to see how the definiteness of the idea becomes a sense 



ot'the divine s ~ i  bstance, the divine order. Remember that the Hebrews 
all the way through the Bible symbolized spiritual facts in any 
way that they could think of. but very often by nations, by clans, 
and by tribec, as well as by individuals, objects, and so on. And so 
now b e  see the idea being symbolized by this wonderful story of 
Jacob and hi5 ~ i t e ,  Leah and Rachel and his twelve sons. 

"Rachel W'as Barren" 

Let's take the births of the tkvelve sons and Mrs. Eddy's defini- 
tions of them and  Jacob's blessings on thcm, and see what the u,hole 
picture means. 

"And when the Lord saw that Leah was hated, he opened her 
womb: but Rachel was barren" (Gen. 29: 31). It is evident that 
Leah represented a good sense of things humanly-the moral. 
The Rachel sense w~is the spiritual sense u,hich brought forth 
the Joseph state of thought. Jacob had wedded himself to Rachel 
and he loved her. but at that time there \vas not enough spirituality 
in Jacob's thought to bring forth on the basis of demonstration. 
The word "Rachel" meant "ewe-lamb" and "Leah" meant "wild 
cow." The Hihle cvmn~entaries believe that many of these names 
originated w i  t h totem ~corship, the worship of animals. 

Rachel \\.as Jacob's ideal, that to w.hich he had wedded himself, 
but i t  could~i't bring t'orth because Jacob was not yet at  that point 
where it cvrtltl bring t;)rth. I see that so clearly with many of us 
to-day: u.e hace great ideals in Science. but we can't bring forth, 
we haven't yet arrived at the point where t\.e can demonstrate those 
ideals. I see lots o f  people who love Science and yet it doesn't seem 
to bring forth for them. because they haven't as yet the true con- 
ceptive sense. They have wedded themselves to an ideal, and the 
ideal is right ;ind true, but the ideal can't bring forth until that 
which weds itself to the ideal is at  the point where it cau bring forth. 
And so the only reason why Rachel was barren was that Jacob 
hadn't arri\.ed at thc point where his ideal could bring forth. 

"The M'orkings of the Spiritual Idea" 

\*ou know that Mrs. Eddy gives definitions of only nine of those 
twehse sons o!' Jacob, and sewn of them she calls the sons of Jacob 
and tu.0 (Judah and Joseph) she doesn't crtll the sons of Jacob. 
These tuel\.c sons arc thc synihols in c\,cry aye of "the workings 
of  the spiritual idtx." Don't thrget this: "The spiritual idea is 
crowned ~ i t h  t i i d v t '  stars. The t u ~ l v c  tribes of I5rael with all 
mortals.- scparatcd by hclit.1' from man's dicinc origin and the 
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true idea,-will through much tribulation yield to the activities 
of the divine Principle of man in  the harmony of Science. These 
are the stars in the croun of rejoicing. They arc the lamps in the 
spiritual heavens of the age,"-of every age,-"which show the 
workings of the spiritual idea by healing the sick and the sinning, 
and by manifesting the light which shines 'unto the perfect day' as 
the night of materialism wanes" (S. & H. 562: 11--21). You find the 
symbol "twelve" in the twelve tribes, in the stones in the breast- 
plate of the high priest, in the twelve apostles, in the twelve gates in 
Revelation, and it symbolizes "the workings of the spiritual idea." 
The twelve tribes are the symbol of the "twelve" in this third period 
of Life, Truth, and Love. 

We have been through the process of seeing the workings of 
the creative sense, and now we are seeing the workings of the idea. 
We could not have seen the idea till we understood something 
of the cause. We only understand the idea when we understand 
the cause. The sequence must always be Life, Truth, and Love: 
as we understand Life, or the cause, the creative sense, we under- 
stand the idea, Truth, and as we understand the idea we see its 
fulfilment in Love. 

Reuben 

So we come to the first son-Reuben. "And Leah conceived, 
and bare a son, and she called his name Reuben: for she said, 
Surely the Lord hath looked upon my affliction; now therefore 
my husband will love me" (Gen. 29: 32). The tribe of Reuben was 
afterwards absorbed by Gad, and when we come to Gad and Mrs. 
Eddy's definition of Gad, you will see what a very wonderful symbol 
it was. Mrs. Eddy defines Reuben in this way: "REUBEN (Jacob's 
son). Corporeality; sensuality; delusion; mortality; error" (S. & H. 
593: 12-13). Look at Leah's motive-"Surely the Lord hath looked 
upon my affliction; now therefore my husband will love me." Her 
motive was no higher than that. It was just an ordinary human 
motive. In Jacob's blessings on his sons-actually, these blessings 
were written by the prophets about a thousand years after Jacob 
lived, and by that time they had seen how the history of the tribes 
had developed-the blessing on Reuben goes like this: "Reuben, 
thou art my firstborn, my might, and the beginning of my strength, 
the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power: unstable 
as water, thou shalt not excel; because thou wentest up to thy father's 
bed; then defiledst thou it: he went up to my couch" (Gen. 49: 3,4).  
The story is that Reuben lived with his father's concubine, and the 
authorities think that it is a symbol of how the tribe of Reuben 
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;~csoci:ltcci \\it11 onc of the other tribe$, becnuw the concubines 
symbolizeli t r - : k c  that joined the others later and were not therefore 
of the sarnc '11gIi standard. The tribe of Reuben evidently defiled 
itsclt' hy m~ngl~ng n'ith a tribe uhich was not at that time acknow- 
Icclyccl. 

Simeon and Levi 

"And she conceived again. and bare a son: and said. Because 
the Lord Iiath he:\rd that 1 ~vas hated, he hath therefore given me 
t h i ~  con also: :~nd she called his name Simeon. And she conceived 
again, and bar-c a son; and said, Now this time  ill my husband 
be joined unto me, because 1 have born him three sons; therefore 
uxs his rumc called Levi" (Gen. 29: 33, 34). Simeon and Levi 
:ire alnays considered together. Simeon w.as later absorbed by 
Judah. it4 rs. Eddy gives no definition of Simeon. The word "Levi" 
tneans "joined." one u.ho attaches himself.-what we should call 
a parasite. Thc tribe of Levi became the tribe of the priesthood: 
the sons of' Lc\.i mcrc attendants on the Temple, and they were 
just parasites. Mrs. Eddy's definition of Levi is: "LEVI (Jacob's 
son). A corporeal and sensual belief; mortal man; denial of the 
fulntx of' C-lod's creation; ecclesiastical despotism" (S. & H. 590: 
1 1  - - I ; ) .  M'tien \ou think to yourself: "I'w been interested in Science 
for a long time. and that other fi.llom~'s only just come in, so I'll 
tell him \i I1c:-c to get off," that's ecclesiastical despotism-so let's 
watch it. 

This is Jacoh's blessing on Simeon and Leki: "Simeon and Levi 
are brethren: instruments of cruelty art. in their habitations. 0 my 
soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their assembly, mine 
honour. he not thou united: for in their anger they slew a man, 
and in their 4fm.ill they digged do~vn a \vr\ll. Cursed be their anger, 
for i t  was ticrce: and their \i.rath. for it was cruel: I will divide 
them in Jacoh. and scatter them in Israel" (Gen. 49: 5-7). The 
~vord "Sin~con" means "hearing," and the word "Levi" means 
"joined." "I.' nto their assembly be not thou unitedv-religious organ- 
izations! "For i n  their anger they sleu' a man"--they crucified the 
Christ. T h q  slen the male representative. and would destroy 
Science, rhc wo~nanhood sense. "And in their selfwill they digged 
down a \v;iIl"--1 alu,ays think that "\vall" symbolizes system, that 
~ . h i c h  protccts the idea. You remember the blessing on Joseph- 
that his branches should "run over the wall" (Gen. 49: 22). Nothing 
else can protcct the idea. If an idea has no system, it has no protec- 
tion. The onl!, thing that prottcts music or mathematics or  any- 
thing clw i q  c\.;tcnl. F;ilse theology h;itt.s a systeni. Why'? Because 
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a system makes Truth available to everybody, and false theology 
gives despotic rights; it even supports unworthiness just because 
it "belongs." "I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel." 
See how the religions are divided. But in "Israel" they are scattered, 
because they have no place in that sense of "ruling with God," 
which is the meaning of "lsrael." 

One might ask, "How could those three sons have anything 
to do with the spiritual idea?" The answer is that we are watching 
the uncovering of error by the spiritual idea. Tn the first thousand 
years, in the Adam story, we saw a complete process of analysis, 
uncovering, and annihilation, and we see the same thing here. 
We see the spiritual idea, symbolized in that age by the twelve 
sons of Jacob, analyzing, uncovering, and annihilating whatever 
was unlike itself. 

Judah 

And then we come to Leah's fourth son: "And she conceived 
again, and bare a son: and she said, Now will I praise the Lord: 
therefore she called his name Judah; and left bearing" (Gen. 29: 35). 
Leah says this time, "Now will I praise the Lord," not "now there- 
fore my husband will love me;" it is a higher sense. "Judah" means 
"praise." Remember that all this happens to-day as the spiritual 
idea comes to your thought and my thought. Reuben means "see 
a son," and Simeon means "hearing," and Levi means "joined." 
So you get seeing and hearing-the physical senses-in Reuben 
and Simeon. Levi is always joined to something; that is, priestcraft 
is always joined to something, because it can't exist alone. The 
minute it hasn't something to prop it up, down it goes. So you 
get in Reuben and Simeon and Levi a sense of analysis, uncovering, 
and annihilation, and then the fourth son is Judah, who became 
the firstborn because of Reuben's sin with his father's concubine 
and because of the sin of Simeon and Levi against Shechem. You 
have the same process-analysis, uncovering, and annihilation- 
as was symbolized in the first thousand years by Cain, Abel, and 
Seth, and then "And Enoch walked with Cod" (Gen. 5 :  24). Here 
the fourth son, Judah, represents a positive value; Mrs. Eddy defines 
Judah as "A corporeal material belief progressing and disappearing; 
the spiritual understanding of God and man appearing" (S. & H. 
589: 23-25). That is just what it is-"the spiritual understanding 
of God and man appearing." In the Bible record we are beginning 
to touch the divine infinite calculus as we always do in the Christ. 
We are seeing Soul as Spirit, and so we are beginning to touch the 
divine infinite calculus. 



This is the hlessing that Jncoh uas  s u p y w c l  to h ; i \ ~  _given t a  
Juclall : "JIIC?;I~I .  t l l t > i l  :.;.I lie u lloni t h j  br-cthrcn shall pr-aisc: thy 
hand shall tw in thc neck of thinc enCrnic.\; t l i j  htlier's children 
shall bow doti 11 hcfor-t. thee"-there \v,is complete analysis, uncover- 
ing. and annihilation by the Judah state of' consciousness of the 
states of thought r-cprcsented by Reuben. Simeun. and Lcvi. "Judah 
is a lion's whelp: from the prey. my son, thou art gone up: he 
stooped douri. lie couched as a lion. and as an old lion: u.ho shall 
rouse him ~ p ' !  The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor- 3 

lawgiver from betn.een his feet, until Shiloh come:"-until thc 
Christ comes in its fulness tht'rc m i l l  alw.r~j.s be the law and the  
"sceptre";- -"and unto him shall the sathering of the people be. 
Binding his foal unto the vine, and hii ass'i colt unto the choice 
vine; he w.n?hed his garments in wine. ;ind his clothes in the blood 
of grapes: his c y s  sh~lll be red with \\.ine. and his teeth \\.bite ~ . i t h  
milk" (Gen. 49 : X 1 2  ). 

There you  h ~ t w  Lcali's first four cliildren. Now, why do  you 
suppose that the prophets ga\,e the blessings in these terms, and 
why d o  y u  %rippow that Mrs. Eddy in her "Glossary" defines 
the mental naturc of  these sons of Jacob'.' Simply because they 
are all sj,mholic: we are watching the appearing of the idea of 
Life, Truth. and LOLT in its development. The spiritual idea is 
here symholireci by the tu.el\.e sons of Jacob. m d  this idea has 
grown and ?r-o\\.n. To-day ~e know the "tudve" as the "twel~~e" 
of the o p x ~ r i o n  and demonstration of Life. Truth. and Love as 
the Word, the Christ. Christianity, and Science. But it st~irted to 
develop in this period of Soul as Spirit. You see, the divine order 
was becoming identified. The divine order is rilways made manikst 
as the idea. and that is what tve are seeing in this story. 

"And when Rachel saw that she bare Jacob no children. Rachel 
envied her s14ter; and said unto Jacob, Give nie children. or  else I 
die" (Gen. 30: I). Rachel here made the tame mistake that Sarah 
made when shc g a ~ e  Hagar to Abraham. She wouldn't wait for 
her demowtr;ltion to come to pass: she couldn't stand the precture. 
Historically, they think it symbolizes a mingling of tribes, but 
it's quite evident what it means mctaphlycically. "And Jacob's 
anger was hindled against Rachel: and he said. Am 1 in God's 
stead. who hath uithheld from thee the fruit of the u o m b ?  And 
she said, Behold my maid Bilhah. go in unto her; and she shall 
bear upon m y  knees, that I may also h a ~ ~ e  children by her. And 
she gave him Bilhah her handmaid to n i k :  and Jacob Lient in unto 



her. And Bilhah conceived, and bare Jacob a son. And Rachel 
said, God hath judged me and hath also heard my voice, and hath 
given me a son: therefore called she his name Dan" (Gen. 30: 2-6). 
The name "Dan" means "judging." That "judging" means judging 
between two things, it means the mingling of Spirit and matter. 
Jesus said, "I judge no man" (John 8: 15). Dan was just a hideous 
state of consciousness. Mrs. Eddy's definition of Dan is: "DAN 
(Jacob's son). Animal magnetism; so-called mortal mind controlling 
mortal mind; error, working out the designs of error; one belief 
preying upon another" (S. & H. 583 : 26-28). That state of thought is 
rampant in the world to-day. 

The name Dan was derived from the name of a false god. At 
first the tribe of Dan dwelt in the south and then they were forced 
to migrate to the north, and they captured and destroyed the city 
of Laish by cruelty (see Judges 18: 26, 27). When the authorities 
tried to concentrate all worship in Jerusalem, and make the Temple 
the only place for offering sacrifices, instead of all the "high places" 
where the worship of Baal and the worship of oaks and turpen- 
tine trees and stones was carried on with hideous excesses, the 
Danites tried to establish a counter-attraction by instituting the 
worship of two bulls. The bull was the symbol of the Babylonian 
god Marduke. 

So the prophets said in giving the blessing of Jacob on Dan: 
"Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel. Dan 
shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path, that biteth the 
horse heels, so that his rider shall fall backward. I have waited for 
thy salvation, 0 Lord" (Gen. 49: 16-1 8). And so you see that after 
the analysis of Reuben, Simeon, and Levi, comes the Judah sense 
of things ("the spiritual understanding of God and man appearing"), 
and as soon as you have that Judah sense of things you begin to 
handle animal magnetism or Dan. 

Naphtali 

And so then it goes on: "And Bilhah Rachel's maid conceived 
again, and bare Jacob a second son. And Rachel said, With great 
wrestlings have I wrestled with my sister, and I have prevailed: 
and she called his name Naphtali" (Gen. 30: 7, 8). Mrs. Eddy 
gives no definition of Naphtali. Naphtali is usually associated with 
Dan. His asset was physical courage. Jacob's blessing was: "Naphtali 
is a hind let loose: he giveth goodly words" (Gen. 49: 21 ). In the 
story of Jesus you will see how he handled the serpent of sin, disease, 
and death,-animal magnetism,-and how later there developed 
the wordy sense of religion, concerned with words and not works; 
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this wordy .;cnse of rcligion \cas thc scrpcnt's attempt at revenge 
on Jesus' handling ~ l t '  ;tninwl magnetism. 

Gad 

As a matter of fact, M C  know Lcry little at present about this 
symbol of the twelve tribes, but if you wi l l  study it consecratedly 
and earnestly it ~ v i l l  bring to you a sense that is marvellous beyond 
urords. "N'hen Leah saiv that she had left bearing, she took Zilpah 
her maid. and gace her Jacob to wife. And Zilpah Leah's maid 
hare Jacob .i con. And Leah said. A troop cometh: and she called 
his name Gad" (Gen. 30: 9-1 1). Remember that Reuben was 
absorbed bq Gad. Zilpah. Lerlh's maid. had two children. and they 
both sq ~nholize ~~ondc r fu l  states of thought. because it seems as 
though Lcah at  this point had a pure m o t i ~ e  in giving Zilpah to 
Jacob. 

The Sequence from Reuben to Gad 

Let's set this de\clopnicnt in our oun thought. As the Christ- 
idea conic5 to us In some measure, we begin to analyze the Reuben 
state of consciousness, that ~ . h i c h  wants to adulterate spiritual 
thing5; then u.c handle the Simeon and Leci state of thought, that 
which uould destroy the Christ-idea and Science-"in their anger 
they slew a man. and in their selfwill the) digged down a wall;" 
and then as u e  be_gin to analyze that sense of things, we begin to 
see Judah. some measure of the manhood of God's creating which 
Jesus demomtrated to perfection. And then as we have some sense 
of the manhood of God's creating, if we are earnest, we do what 
Christianity has done.-~e begin to tight the good fight with evil 
or  animal magnetism (Dan). and it  may be at first just a wordy 
fight (Naphtall), but it will be hone\(. And then something happens: 
"When Leah saw that she had left bearing, she took Zilpah her 
maid. rind SaLe her Jacob to wife. And Zilpah Leah's maid bare 
Jacob a son. And Leah said, A troop cometh: and she called his 
name Gad." Mrs. Eddy's definition of Gad is: "GAD (Jacob's 
son). Sc~cnct. ; spiritual being understood ; haste towards harmony" 
(S. 6: H.  5x6: 21-22). There is no question \chatever but that 
after the t ~ m c  of Jesus a fiiint sense of Science began to develop, 
and it  ha^ culminated in our age. Jacob's blessing Nas: "Gad, a 
troop shall overcome him: but he shall okercome at the last" (Gen. 
49: 19). And that is like Christianity: a troop overcomes it, but it 
overcomes . ~ t  the last, because i t  becomes Science. 

So Zilpah acted to Leah as a comforter. and that is what Jesus 
prom~\ed: " 1  ~ 1 1 1  pray the Fathcr. and he \hall g i ~ e  jou anothcr 
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Conlforter, that hc may abide with you for ever, even the Spirit 
of truth" (John 14: 16, 17). So the Leah state of thought, which 
had brought forth those four sons, culminating in Judah, seems 
to have been comforted by Zilpah. 

"And Zilpah Leah's maid bare Jacob a second son. And Leah 
said, Happy am T, for the daughters will call me blessed: and she 
called his name Asher" (Gen. 30: 12, 13). "Asher" means "happy," 
and gives the sense of Soul. Mrs. Eddy defines Asher in this way: 
"ASHER (Jacob's son). Hope and faith ; spiritual compensation ; 
the ills of the flesh rebuked" (S. & H. 58 1 : 15-1 6). So out of Zilpah, 
who seemed to be a comfort and a happiness to Leah, there came 
Gad ("Science ; spiritual being understood ; haste towards harmony") 
and Asher ("Hope and faith"). Asher seems to have been what 
might be described as a successful tribe and rendered good service 
to Israel. Jacob's blessing was: "Out of Asher his bread shall be 
fat, and he shall yield royal dainties" (Gen. 49: 20). 

As you take this sequence, you see how you get the Reuben 
state of thought, and then the Simeon and Levi sense of things, and 
then the Judah state of thought, out of which Jesus came, and then 
the hideous state of thought of Dan and Naphtali, when Rachel, 
the ideal, tried to bring forth through a concubine,-that is, when 
spiritual enlightenment tried to use ordinary human methods. That 
is exactly what happened after the time of Jesus. Whenever the 
Christ sense handles the claim of Dan (animal magnetism) and the 
claim of Naphtali, then there is the comfort that came to Leah, 
or the human sense of things, and the outcome is Gad and Asher,- 
that is, you have a faint sense of Science, and you see the necessity 
of haste towards harmony, and then you find "spiritual compensa- 
tion." 

Issachar 

"And Reuben went in the days of wheat harvest, and found 
mandrakes in the field, and brought them unto his mother Leah"-- 
mandrakes were called "love-apples," and the belief was that to 
eat them would promote conception. "Then Rachel said to Leah, 
Give me, I pray thee, of thy son's mandrakes" (Gen. 30: 14)- 
evidently Rachel hadn't yet arrived at the point of spiritual con- 
ception. "And she [Leah] said unto her, Is it a small matter that 
thou hast taken my husband? and wouldest thou take away my 
son's mandrakes also? And Rachel said, Therefore he shall lie 
with thee tonight for thy son's mandrakes. And Jacob came out 
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of the field in the timing. and Leah M m t  out to meet him, and 
said. Thou ~ n u \ t  come in unto me: for surely 1 have hired thee with 
my son's rnandl-akc.;. And tic lily wit11 I icr that night. And God 
hearkened unto Lci~h. ;ind she conceivt.d, and hare Jacob the fifih 
son. And Leah s;tid, God hath giwn nic m y  hirc, bec:iusc I have 
given my niiticicn to my husband: and she c;iilt.d his name Issachar" 
(Gen. 30 : I 5 --  18) .  "lss;ich:~r" means "hire." and Mrs. Eddy's 
definition ot' Issrichar is: ' ' I S S . A C ~ I A K  (Jacob's son). A corporeal 
belief; tht. otyspring of error; envy; hatred : selfishness; self-will ; 
lust" (S. & H. 589: 1-3). The Leah state of  thought, although 
through Zilpah it had been comforted and had brought forth Gad 
and Ashcr. went back again. E~vrything goes back but Science. 
Everything lapses but Scicnce. E\,erything in the way of religion 
lapses; hut Scicnce ncwr- lapses. When you know that 2 - 2 -- 4, 
i t  can't I~ipsc to you. Mrs. Eddy saps. "Reason is the most active 
human fitcult). Lct that inform the sentiments" (S. & H. 327: 29-30), 
and when you w c  tlic Science of a situation. jou can never go back. 
Leah went hack badly. 

The bless~rig on Issaclii~r u a s :  "lssxhar is a strong ass couching 
down bctueen 1n.o burdens: iind he saw that rest was good and 
the land t h i ~ r  i t  w s  pleasiint: and bowed his shoulder to bear and 
became ;i hcr\ant unto tribute" (Gen. 49: 14. 15). Unscientific 
religion has been "it strong ass couching down between tu.0 burdens," 
-between matter and Spirit. There is nothing in the world so 
asinine as blind religious DelieS. According to the Talmud, the 
Sanhedrin. thc highest Jcuish council, drew from the tribe of Issachar 
its most intt.llcctual members, from this "ass couching down between 
two burdens"-u.hich explains a whole lot! Remember that the 
men who \itrotc these w.onderful blessings, or analyses, were the 
same men uho  wrote the days of creation. The great prophets 
of Israel Mmtc them n thousand years after the time of Jacob. 

Zebulun 

"And Led1 conceived again, and bare Jacob the sixth son. And 
Leah said. God hath endued me ivith a good dowry; now will 
my husband duel1 with me, because 1 have born him six sons; and 
she called h ~ s  name Zebulun" (Gen. 30: 19, 20). That is the counter- 
feit of man. ot' the sixth day of creation. Mrs. Eddy doesn't give 
a definition of Zcbulun. The blessing on Zebulun was: "Zebulun 
shall dwell at the haven of the sea: and he shall be for an haven 
of ships: rind his border shall be unto Zidon" (Gen. 49: 13). Zebulun 
played an unimportant role in Jeuish history. I t  symbolized a 
ne_eriti\fc state of tliouyht. like ordinary religion. 



Dinah 

And then comes the story of how Leah gave birth to a daughter: 
"And afterwards she bare a daughter, and called her name Dinah" 
(Gen. 30: 21). That's all it says about her birth-they didn't have 
much idea of the ladies in those days! Dinah is supposed to symbolize 
a very lesser tribe. The story was that Shechem lay with Dinah, and 
that Simeon and Levi made an agreement with Shechem which they 
didn't keep, a i d  eventually they turned on Shechem and destroyed 
him and all the men of the city (see Gen. 34). 

Joseph 

"And God remembered Rachelw-if you are Rachel you can 
always wait; remember that the lamb was the highest type of the 
Christ, and Rachel means "ewe-lamb." "And God remembered 
Rachel, and God hearkened to her, and opened her womb. And 
she conceived, and bare a son; and said, God hath taken away my 
reproach: and she called his name Joseph; and said, The Lord 
shall add to me another son" (Gen. 30: 22-24). "Joseph" means 
"adding." Mrs. Eddy defines Joseph like this: "JOSEPH. A cor- 
poreal mortal; a higher sense of Truth rebuking mortal belief, or 
error, and showing the immortality ;I;:=! xpremacy of Truth; pure 
affection blessing its enemies" (S. & H. 589: 19-22). It is the woman 
sense. Now see what the prophets say in their wonderful analysis 
of Joseph: "Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by 
a well; whose branches run over the wall: the archers have sorely 
grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him: but his bow abode 
in strength,"-the sevenfold bow, the rainbow with its seven main 
colours,-"and the arms of his hands were made strong by the 
hands of the mighty God of Jacob; (from thence is the shepherd, 
the stone of Israel:)"-the calculus of Israel:-"even by the God 
of thy father, who shall help thee; and by the Almighty, who shall 
bless thee with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep 
that lieth under, blessings of the breasts, and of the womb:"-the 
woman sense:-"the blessings of thy father have prevailed above 
the blessings of my progenitors unto the utmost bound of the ever- 
lasting hills: they shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown 
of the head of him that was separate from his brethren" (Gen. 49: 
22-26). Remember that this blessing on Joseph, this analysis of 
what the symbol of Joseph meant, was written by the prophets who 
wrote the days of creation. 

Joseph evidently conceived the womanhood of the spiritual 
idea; he saw its true gender; hc saw how Soul diversifies, Principle 
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class~tics. and Lit;. 1nd11 idu;ilizcs. That scnw ot' gcnder appeared 
on the third day ot' Gencsis. w.hen "thc earth brought forth grass. 
and herb yiclding seed afier his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, 
whose seed n r t s  in itself" (Gen. 1 : 12). Mrs. Eddy says in that 
context. "God determines the gender of His 0u.n ideas. Gender is 
mental. not material. The seed within itself is the pure thought 
emanating from di\.int: Mind. The feminine gender is not yet 
expressed in r l l t  text .  Gender means simply kinti or sort, and does 
not necessarily refer either to masculinity or femininity. The word 
is not contined to sexuality, and grammars always recognize a 
ncutcr pmdcr. neither male n o r  femalc" (S.  Rr H. 508: 13-21). 
The human mind says that there are tisro or three genders, just as the 
human mind says that there are tive senses: but the fact is that 
gender is intinlte. and every one of God's ideas has a different 
gender. 11' ;in! idea had the same gender as any other idea, then 
intinity u ~ ~ u l d  have duplicated and ~ , o u l d  not be infinity. 

It 31wa)ts ~nterests me, in considering these twelve tribes. to 
remember t t u t  we are approaching the point in the record when 
Moses saw God a s  I AM THAT I AM. AS the story progresses, you 
c:in see h o ~  thc prophets, in writing of Jewish history and of the 
development 01' the spiritual idea, were always trying to make 
historical fact coincide with the development of the spiritual idea, 
although their primary consideration was to show the development 
of the spiritu.11 idea. .As the story of the tuelve sons of Jacob goes 
on. you can scc thi i t  Joseph was used as a link, as Isaac was used 
as a link hetwten Abraham and Jacob. Joseph was made a link 
between the tu.elve tribes and the Egypt experience. It is a great 
question ~khether any of the tribes actually went down into Egypt. 
But metaphysically i t  is e~ iden t  that the spiritual idea had to go 
"down into E_eypt," just as you and I have to when we begin to 
see "the ~vorkings o t  the spiritual idea.' ( S .  & H. 562: 18): we 
cannot a\.oicl the Egypt experience. Our sense of the spiritual idea 
must become definite and so w,e've got to handle error, just as we 
handle 2 - 2 - 5 with 2 - 2 - 4. The prophets saw that the spiritual 
idea, in its tievelopment, had to go d o ~ m  into Egypt, and they 
symbolized i; through Joseph: the ivay out of Egypt they sym- 
bolized through 3loses. 

Thc Idea Both 3Iale and Female 

What u c  are seeing now is the dc\elopment of the idea, and we 
art: beginning to see \+hat Mrs. Eddy wys about the third day of 
creation: " T k  fkminine sender is not yet expressed in the text" 
(S.  & H. W :  16- 1'). The l.al\t.  c cord clainicd at this point that 



thcrc wnq "no help mcct" for Adam, and we arc bcginning to feel, 
as we see the appearing of the idea, that the idea must be not only 
male but also female. Mrs. Eddy defines "I AM" as "God; incor- 
poreal and eternal Mind: divine Principle: the only Ego" (S. & H. 
5 5 8 :  20-21 ), and she yay\ of "[, or Ew)," "There i s  but one I ,  01- 

Us, but one divine Principle, or Mind, governing all existence; man 
and woman unchanged forever in their individual characters, even 
as numbers which never blend with each other, though they are 
governed by one Principle" (S. & H. 588: 11-1 5) .  Now, the minute 
you begin to touch Soul and there is diversification, or true gender, 
at that point the idea begins to be infinitely diversified, and you 
see that there must be not only fatherhood in the idea, but also a 
sense of motherhood. 

The sense of the I A M  came through Moses. Next the prophets 
began to see more of the manhood and womanhood of the idea, and 
in Isaiah we read, "And in that day seven women shall take hold 
of one man, saying, We will eat our own bread, and wear our own 
apparel : only let us be called by thy name, to take away our reproach" 
(Isa. 4: 1). Then the Virgin saw the whole thing: she conceived of 
some sense of the fatherhood, sonship, and motherhood of God, 
and the sense of the Christ was brought out. 

We first saw the development of the creative sense, the father- 
hood sense of Life, Truth, and Love from the aspect of Life. Now 
we are beginning to see it from the aspect of Truth. Soul identified 
the fatherhood, and now it is identifying the sense of sonship. We 
are beginning to see Leah and Rachel, to whom Jacob wedded him- 
self, as a symbol of the manhood and the womanhood of God, which 
was made manifest later in Judah and in Israel. Remember that 
Israel was the outcome of Joseph. Joseph's sons, Ephrairn and 
Manasseh, were the two tribes which became prominent in Israel. 
Later Jesus demonstrated the fatherhood of God, and Science gives 
a sense of the motherhood of God. 

lNTERVAL 

Jacob's Twelve Sons 

1.  Reuben 
2. Simeon 
3. Levi 
4. Judah 
9. Issachar 

10. Zehulun 

BY BILHAH 
(Rachel's maid) 

5. Dan 
6. Naphtnli 

BY ZILPAH 
(Leah's maid) 

7. Gad 
8. Asher 

Ephraim 
Manasseh 

12. Benjamin 



'\;on., pondcr this symbol. The liiglic~t r>rnhol ol' God is man. 
and tlic \tor\, ot' Jacoh'h tnclve son\ i\ t tic t-rcgirini~ig 01' the  symbol 
of manhood. So ponder i t  spiritually and nietapliysically. Feel 
yourway through it; take i t  and think i t  out. 

A Suniniary o f  the First Two Thousand-Year Periods 

Your tho~iglit has come some nr:iy mctsphvsically. Your thought 
has seen intelligence comins to you as wisdoni-.Mind as Mind. 
"Lct there bc light" (Gsn.  I : 2).  Then you had a sense of good 
coming a4 ;~llncsc-- -!ilind cls Spirit, "And God dit.ided the light 
from the darkness" ((;en. 1 : 4). Then you saw 3lind as Soul, and you 
had a sense 01' la\\.. and the record of creation or  revelation began. 
The record hrarts the minute thcre is a sense of  la^.. So in the first 
day you sce intelligence. good. and la~v-subjectively; and wisdom. 
allness. and rccord-objectitdy. The minute you gain wisdom. 
you see the ~~ l lncss  of  good, ;!nd the minute you see that allness 
of good. thc record o f  r e ~ d a t i o n  starts. That u.as all shown in the 
first thousand j u r s  u,here the fillse sense of God and man was 
analyzed. unco\,ercd. and annihilated. and Enoch walked with 
God. illuhtratins ivhat Wrs. Eddy says-"In the third degree mortal 
mind disappc;ir-s. and man as God's inirlge appears" (S. K: H. 1 16: 
4- 5 ) .  

And then \i.c came to Spirit, and kvc first sau Spirit as blind, 
;i senst. of creator and purity. In the second thousand-year period 
Noah b e p n  t o  see that there was only one creator. only one cause. 
and out ot' that there camc purity-"Let there be a tirmament." 
"And God made the tirniament, and dibicicd the waters which 
were under thc  tirnianient from the \vaters nhich Liere r t b o i ~  thc 
firmament" (Gcn. I : 6. 7)-uc ncxt had a sense of substance and 
understrtndin~, Spirit as Spirit. The minute you besin to see the 
substance ot' re;ility, >,ou understand reilli ty. Relili ty is. the only 
substance. Then n.c had it  scnsc of Spirit as Soul--"And God 
called the firrnanicnt Hc;t\.en" (Gcn. 1 : 8 ) .  the dib.int. order coming 
to us :is development. So in the second day you see creator. substance, 
and order- scbjt.cti\.ely: rind purity. understandins, and develop- 
ment-objsctii.cly. In the second period. in the itor). of Noah. tlic 
substance ot' thc idea \\.as denionstr;itec! in ;in ordercd ~ * a y .  The 
story of  Iiou rhc substance of the idea was s a ~ c d  by Noah is one 
of the most ordcrcd in the Bible. 

The Beginning of the Third Thousand-Year Period 

Then u e  cLirne t o  the third period. and first of all to the serice 
of defining and .;piritual undt.r.;tand~ng- Soul ar Mind. "Let thc 
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dry land appear" (Cell. 1 : 9). The creative sense that Noah had seen 
became definite in the symbol of Abraham. And we are now getting 
the sense of naming and blessing-Soul as Spirit, "And God 
called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters 
called he Seas" (Gen. 1 : 10). We have just seen the illustration of 
that in the naming of Jacob's sons and his blessings on them. As 
the idea is named, it brings blessing. Of course, the naming is through 
Soul and the blessing comes from Spirit. 

The Twelve Sons of Jacob 

And so this whole development has brought your thought to 
the point where it weds itself to Leah and Rachel. Remember, 
all that we have seen in the first thousand years and the second 
thousand years and what we are seeing now symbolizes what goes 
on in your thinking and my thinking and everybody's thinking 
if we are thinking in the realm of Science. And so your thought 
weds itself to Leah and Rachel. You serve seven years for Rachel, 
and sometimes you are fooled into accepting Leah first,-just a 
good human sense. And then that good human sense begins to 
discard Reuben, which would adulterate spiritual things; next it 
begins to see through Simeon and Levi, to see through cruelty and 
deceit and ecclesiastical despotism; then your thought, because it 
has wedded itself to Leah, which is a good human sense of things, 
arrives at the JucJn/z state of thought, and that understanding of God 
and of man begins to feel that it must tackle Dan, or animal magnet- 
ism. And so it begins to tackle animal magnetism, and out of that 
comes Ncrphtali, a "wrestling." You remember how Jacob wrestled. 
So you deal with Dan and Naphtali through your sense of Judah, 
"a corporeal material belief progressing and disappearing; the spiritual 
understanding of God and man appearing." And I don't know 
anything that the honest Christian Scientist prays for more than to 
see "a corporeal material belief progressing and disappearing" 
(S. & H. 589: 23-25)-than to see not only the vision of Truth 
coming to him, but to see also the operation of that vision in making 
corporeal sense disappear, and to find that "if any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things 
are become new" (I1 Cor. 5: 17). And so you see "the spiritual 
understanding of God and man appearing," and then you can 
deal with Dan. Then you hake the Naphtali sense of things, which 
is wrestling. 

Out of that dealing with Dan, and after that Naphtali sense, 
you gct Gad,-that is, "Science; spiritual being understood; haste 
towards harmony,"-becausc the minute you begin to see the 



definiteness of spiritual things, you touch Science. Scicnce mcrins 
dcfinitc and exact know~lcdge. Things become cxact in Soul, and so 
you begin to get a touch of Science in Gad, who symbolizes "Science; 
spiritual being understood; haste towards harmony" (S. & H. 586:  
21-22). You know, many Christian Scientists say to me, "Well, 
there is etcrnity to work out the problem," but Mrs. Eddy said that 
if we are going to defeat animal magnetism's attempt to destroy the 
Christ-ide~t we haven't a ininure to lose. That "haste towards har- 
mony" is a state of consciousness which I lo\?e. And out of that 
comes Asher--"Hope and faith: spiritual compensation; the ills of 
the flesh rebuked" (S. & H. 581: 15-16). You find all that in the 
good sensc of Christianity which came after Jesus as a dcvclopment 
of thc Judah st~ite of' thought. Jesus handled the claim of animal 
n~agnetism-- if any body ever wrestled / I ( *  wrestled anti prevailed- 
and the outcome was the Gad and Ashcr states of thought. 

As you gain that sense of Gad and Asher. you are forced to 
deal with /.s.c~~c.llnr, "a corporeal belief," a "strong ass couching 
dowm bet~vecn t u o  burdens,"-the burden of the belief in both 
Spirit and nutter, like the ram with the two horns in Daniel. And 
then you besin to sec the necessity of dealing with the Zehulurl 
sensc of things: as i t  says in Revclation, "I know thy works. that 
thou art  neither cold nor hot: I would thou \\.c.rt cold or  hot. So 
then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot. I will 
spue thee out of my mouth" (Rev. 3:  IS, 16). And then comes the 
Josty~ll sense: your Judah sense, \vhich is a symbol of the fatherhood 
of God, begins to conceive through the Joseph sense of things, 
which symbolizes the motherhood of God. 

We aren't finished yet with the twelve sons, because 1i.e haven't 
yet had the B t l t ~ j ~ ~ l ) l i ? i  sense-that comes latcr. 

The Separation from Laban 

"And it came to pass, when Rachel had born Joseph, that Jacob 
said unto L~ ib~ tn .  Send me anay,  that I ma) go unto mine own 
place, and to m y  country" (Gen. 30: 2 b u f t e r  Joseph u a s  born; 
he couldn't h a ~ c  gone before. And the same thing happens to you 
when Joteph I \  born to you, N hen that \tonderful state of thought 
is born to you. Remenlbcr the blessing: "Joseph is a fruitful bough, 
even a f'ru~tf'l~l hough by a well;"-"a uell of uater springing u p  
into everlasting life" (John 4 :  14);-"u hose branches run over the 
wall:"-encompassed by syten1:-"the archers have sorely grieved 
him, and shot at h ~ m .  and hated him: but his bob\ abode in strength." 
-our bow I \  .i \ecenfold bob :  it is the promise, the coLenant. the 
w e n  d a y  01' crcatlon n p a n d ~ n g  and becom~ng numerals of con- 



sciousncss and synonymous terms ror God. The blessing doesn't 
end there, but goes on: "and the arms of his hands were made 
strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob; (from thence 
is the shepherd, the stone of Israel :)"--from your bow comes your 
5enw of the divine infinite calculus. And so after Joseph was born-- 
and this happens to you and to me-Jacob said, "Send me away, 
that I may go unto mine own place, and to my country. Give me 
my wives and my children, for whom I have served thee, and let 
me go: for thou knowest my service which I have done thee. And 
Laban said unto him, I pray thee, if I have found favour in thine 
eyes, tarry: for I have learned by experience that the Lord hath 
blessed me for thy sake" (Gen. 30: 25-27). That is what the Laban 
sense always says-"Tarry." No "haste towards harmony." "Wait 
a bit." And that is the way we get caught out. 

"And he [Laban] said, Appoint me thy wages, and I will give 
it. And he [Jacob] said unto him, Thou knowest how I have served 
thee, and how thy cattle was with me. For it was little which thou 
hadst before I came, and it is now increased unto a multitude; 
and the Lord hath blessed thee since my coming; and now when 
shall 1 provide for mine own house also? And he said, What shall 
I give thee?" (Gen. 30: 28-31). Then there is some confusion in the 
account of Jacob taking certain of the cattle,-the cattle that were 
ring-straked and spotted and so on; it is all very confused and con- 
tradictory. They made an agreement that Jacob should have certain 
cattle and Laban the rest (see Gen. 30: 32-43). Jacob claimed that 
it was God's work that his cattle multiplied and Laban's didn't 
(see Gen. 31 : 5-12), but Laban and his sons said that Jacob was a 
deceiver, as you will see: "And he heard the words of Laban's 
sons, saying, Jacob hath taken away all that was our father's; and 
of that which was our father's hath he gotten all this glory. And 
Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban, and, behold, it was not 
toward him as before" (Gen. 31: 1, 2). There is one thing we need 
to be grateful for, and that is that when we have to get out of a situa- 
tion, God pushes us out. Laban's countenance is not then as it was 
before-that is absolutely true! Many of us can speak from 
experience ! 

"And the Lord said unto Jacob, Return unto the land of thy 
fathers, and to thy kindred; and I will be with thee" (Gen. 31 : 3). 
You remember that Abraham had told his servant Eliezer that on 
no account must he let Isaac go back to where he himself had 
come from (see Gen. 24: 6). Abraham had seen how impossible 
it was to go back, but Jacob found himself in a position where 
it was necessary to go back, and he needed the God of Abraham 
to bring him out of the situation. 
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The an@ of God cpoke to Jacob in drcnm, and said. "1 am 
the God 01' t3:th-el. \\lie-c thou ;~nointt.dit thc pillar. and \\her-c. 
thou iowcdst a \.mv 1111~0 mc: now arisc. gct thcc oul t'rom this 
Iand. and return unto the Iand of' thy kincircd. And Rachel and 
Leah answtrcri and iaid unto him. I s  tllt'rc jct any portion or  
inheritancc 1'c.r us in our tilthcr's housc'.' Are \sc not counted of 
him stranger\'.' for hc. hrith sold us. and hath quitc devoured 
also our money" (Gcn. 31 : 13-15). F'ou kno\v, people who see 
the Science ot' Christian Science. u,ho arc u ~ d d e d  to the idea and 
the idcn is xvcdc!cd to theni. t.ventunlly ask thc same question, "19 

there yet any  portion or inheritance for us in our- fiither's house? Are 
wc not counted of him strangers?" 

"For all the  riches uhich God hath taken from our father, that 
is ours. and our children's: now then. is.hatsoe\fer God hath said 
unto thee, do. Then Jacob rose up. and set his sons and his wives 
upon camels: :ind he carried away all his c;ittle. and all his goods 
which he had ;otten. the cattle of his gettins. ikhich he had gotten 
in Padan-a-an]. for to y o  to l ixtc his father in the land of Canaan. 
And Laban v.erit to +liear his sheep: and Rxhel  had stolen the 
images that ncre her Either's" (Gen. 31 : 16- 10)---Rachel had taken 
her father's fill-ie gods! "And Jacob stole ri\v:iy unawares to Laban 
the Syrian, in that he told him not that he tled. So he fled with 
all that he had;  11nd I:e rose up, and passed o \ w  the river, and set 
his face to-,\ard the mount Gilead" (<;en. 31 : 20, 21). Well, you 
remember h w v  Laban came along and pursued Jacob and searched 
for his image.; and couldn't tind them because Rachel was sitting 
on them (see Cien. 3 1 : 74) ! Whether Rachel, like all of us when we 
have seen the light to some extent. still hankered after the "flesh- 
pots" herself. or whether she thought that the images weren't good 
for her father. 1i.e don't know, but in any case she brought them 
away. 

The Covenant with Laban 

And then comes a lovely symbol to show you that if you are 
right yourself, i t  does hring healing. You may hate to go through 
the waters, a\  Jacob had to go through the waters, but it will turn 
out rishtly. ":\nd Laban ansitered and said unto Jacob, These 
daughters are rn? daughters. and these children are my children, 
and these cattle are my cattle. and all that thou seest is mine: and 
what can I d~ thk day unto these my daughters, or  unto their 
children \\hicti the! have born'? Nou- therefore come thou, let us 
make a coi.enant. 1 and thou: and let it be for a itneqs between 
me :tnd thee. ~ \ n d  J;~cob took a stone. and 4et i t  up for a pillar. 
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And Jacob said ~ ~ n t o  his brethren, Gather \tones; and they took 
stones, and made an heap: and they did eat there upon the heap. 
And Laban called it Jegar-sahadutha: but Jacob called it Galeed. 
And Laban said, This heap is a witness between me and thee this day. 
Therefore was the name of it called Galeed; and Mizpah; for he 
said, The Lord watch between me and thee, when we are absent 
one from another. If thou shalt amict my daughters, or if thou 
shalt take other wives beside my daughters, no man is with us; 
see, God is witness bet~kixt me and thee" (Gen. 31 : 43-50). Jacob 
did a wonderful thing there: he brought even Laban to some realiza- 
tion of Truth. 

You and 1 see this symbol of the twelve sons as showing "the 
workings of the spiritual idea" (S. & H .  562: 18), and we understand 
it in some measure because we have seen the operation of the nature 
of God as Mind, and as Spirit, and now as Soul, first identifying the 
creative sense as fiitherhood, and now bringing out a sense of sonship, 
or the Christ-idea, the "divine manifestation of God, which comes 
to the flesh to destroy incarnate error" (S, & H. 583: 10-1 1). If 
we have wedded ourselves to that which is good human belief 
(Leah) and also to that which brings forth the spiritual idea (Rachel), 
then we begin to see that we must separate ourselves from Laban 
and that we can't be in bondage any longer. We have served seven 
years for both Leah and Rachel,-that is, we have had some sense 
of completeness. So we see that we have to separate ourselves 
from Laban, and if we do it in the way that Jacob did it, even Laban 
will be healed. This experience will come to every one of us. 

Preparing to Meet Esau 

"And Jacob went on his way, and the angeis of God met him. 
And when Jacob saw them, he said, This is God's host: and 
he called the name of that place Mahanaim" (Gen. 32: 1 ,  2). 
"Mahanaim" means "two hosts." "And Jacob sent messengers 
before him to Esau his brother unto the land of Seir, the country 
of Edom" (Gen. 32: 3). Jacob didn't 1trrre to go back to Esau, but 
he evidently felt that it was essential, and that he couldn't side- 
step it. Let's remind ourselves of what Jacob means-"Inspiration; 
the revelation of Science, in which the so-called material senses 
yield to the spiritual sense of Life and Love" (S. & H. 589: 5-7), 
-Christianity. The "duplicity, repentance, sensualism" were 
disappearing, because Gad had developed the sense of Science. 

"And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esa~l his brother 
unto the land of Seir, the country of Edom. And he commanded 
them, saying, Thus shall ye speak unto my lord Esau; Thy servant 



Jacob sai t l l  t bus, I habe w j c ~ ~ r ~ i c d  \t 1111 Lah;tn, m J  stitjcci 1l1ct.c 
until 110u : .lnd 1 Ii:t\ e oxen, and asw.;, f ~ x k s ,  anti nicnsen;Ints. 
and womenhervants: and 1 have sent to tell my lord. that 1 nlay 
find grace in r h y  sight. And the messengers returned to Jacob sa>ing, 
U.e came to thy brother Esau. and ~ t l w  111. conietli to meet thee, 
and four hundred tncn \+-it11 him" (Geri. 3 2 :  2-6). The "four hundred 
men" I\ it11 I : , ~ L I  symbolize the human so-called calculus. The name 
"Esau" was ~upposeci to hate the same dcri~ation as Adam--tile 
"red colour ot the ground." 

"Then Jac,)b nas greatly afraid atid distrcssccl" (Ch i .  3 2 :  7 ) -  
you and I I u \ e  I2lt the sanic. /Is a \\omit11 >;lid to me, "I am a 
good practitioner until something happens to one ot' iny htnily. 
and then I get ;i I'uriny feeling in m j  stomach." The first proof 
1 sa\\ of Ck,risti'tn Science \ias in a SLtniily \\liere the d;iu~hter 
\+as about two and a half or three )ears old and the parents had 
only just heard of Christian Science. This child had had a bath, 
and as she ran out she I'ell over the kerosene s t o ~ x  and Lvas badly 
burned. Thc plrcnts \\ere fiice to f ct. nit11 "Esau." The father 
11ad been b r c ~ ~ g h t  up in a t'trnily where the cliildren uere dosed for 
everythin?. and so he had quite a struggle in his mind as to \\hetlier 
they sliould call in niedical aid or not, but they didn't. Everybody 
said that thc child \ \odd be marked Sor life, but she \\.as perfectly 
healed. Th;it was because they decided that they \\.ere p i n g  to be 
Christirtn Sc:cntists, but often \+hen come f'tce to Fwe u.ith 
"Esau" and his "Sour hundred men" \is arc "greatly rtfritid rind 
distressed." Sometimes \+hen o u  get t l ~ t  I'unny feeling in >.our 
stcmach, i t  really makes > r ) u  turn to (~oci, so it's not such ;I bad 
thing. So don't be at'raid of' Ilit~ing a t'unny feeling---be at'raid i f '  
you tloil't h a ~ e  it and don't turn to God. 

"And hc diiided tile people that \+.as \t.ith him, and the flocks, 
and herds. and the camels, into t ~ + u  bands" (Gen. 32: 7)-\\e aluays 
try to do that %,hen we're afraid. We try to rely on both Spirit and 
matter. "And said, I f '  Esriu come to the one company. :lnd smite it, 
then the other company nrhich is left shall escape" (Gen. 32: 8)- 
b e  may say to oursel~es. "If \ve don't get hcaled by Science we can 
go to the doctor," or maybe "The doctors \.{ill start it and Science 
can tinis11 it"! 

"And J;ic.~b said, 0 God of' [ti! fi~tllcl- :lbr;tl~am, and God of 
my frtther I.;.tac, the Lord \\.hicli saidst unto me. Return unto thy 
c ~ u n t r > ~ ,  and to thy kindred, and I bill deal \\.ell ~+.itli thee: 1 am 
not w.ortlly 01' the least of all the mercies. and of all the truth, which 
thou hast bheued unto thy servant; Sor \kith my stritT I passed 
over tliis Jt.rdan: :ind now I am becotne t~ \ . o  b:itids"-he saw the 
error (71' the bituation. the d~~plicit!.. "l)cli\c!- me, I pray thee. from 
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the hand of m y  brothel, from the hand of Esau: for 1 fear him, 
lest he will come and smite me, and the mother with the children" 
(Gen. 32: 9-1 1). 

Remember, these stories aren't history: they are to do with 
now. The Scriptures were written for our instruction, and the 
incidents described symbolize what you and I have to work out 
in our thinking, and the way to work it out. As history they are 
most inaccurate and of little moment, but as showing mankind 
spiri trral facts, repeating and repeating them, "precept upon pre- 
cept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little" 
(Isa. 28: lo), they are absolutely invaluable. 1 believe that that 
is the value of these verbatim reports: they repeat and repeat until 
people eventually get the idea. 

"And he lodged there that same night; and took of that which 
came to his hand a present for Esau his brother; . . . And he delivered 
them into the hand of his servants, every drove by themselves; 
and said unto his servants, Pass over before me, and put a space 
betwixt drove and drove. And he commanded the foremost, saying, 
When Esau my brother meeteth thee, and asketh thee, saying, 
Whose art thou? and whither goest thou? and whose are these 
before thee? Then thou shalt say, They be thy servant Jacob's; 
it is a present sent unto my lord Esau: and behold, also he is behind 
us . . . For he said, ]I will appease him with the present that goeth 
before me, and afterward I will see his face; peradventure he will 
accept of me" (Gen. 32: 13, 16-15, 20). That's the way we try to 
make friends with mortal mind. We put our hand on its shoulder 
and say, "Nice mortal mind !" 

Jacob Wrestling 

And now we come to what is the most important incident in 
Jacob's life and the incident that none of us can avoid in our own 
experience. 

"And Jacob was left alone." The time comes when we too are 
"left alone,"-when nothing is any good to us but what we know 
about God and man. Every one of us has to face that. We can 
h o l  ourselves as much as we like, but the time comes, and 
comes persistently, when nothing matters but the Christ-idea. So 
Jacob was "left alone." 

"And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man"-his 
own false sense-"with him until the breaking of the day" (Gen. 
32: 24),-until the breaking of the realization of Life, Truth, and 
Love. "And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he 
touched the hollow of his thigh;"-as we saw before, the thigh was 
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always a symbol of a creative 5ense: - -"and the hollow of Jacob's 
thigh was out of' joint. as he wrestled w i t h  him" (Gen. 32: 25). 
This belief o f  man as a creator is the outcome of the false sense 
of God, and aluays brings fear. The moment we begin to see the 
true nature of God as Mind or cauw. as Spirit or the substance 
of that cause. and the minute we begin to identify that in Soul, 
at that moment the Christ begins to come to us. 

"I \l ill Not Let Thee Go, Except Thou Bless Me" 

"And he said. Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, 
1 will not let thee go, except thou bless me" (Gen. 32: 26). So often 
in a case of healins. we let go too soon. The patient gets somewhat 
better, but inctead of saying, "I will not let thee go, except thou 
bless me," u e  don't see it through to the end. Some time ago 1 
helped a uoman who had pneumonia very badly; she was healed, 
and everything seemed all right, but I was an old hand at the game 
and I knew that mortal mind claims that those cases will seem to 
come through and then suddenly the heart will fail. So I handled 
that claim. and I got a telegram from the woman saying that she 
was not feeling so well and they said that it was her heart. I sent 
her a telegram to say that the situation was alread) taken care of, 
and she came out perfectly well, but if I hadn't been awake to that 
claim through experience, we would h a ~ e  been robbed of the healing. 

You and I find appearing in our lives some sense of Judah, and 
as a result \ye zain some sense of Gad (Science) and Asher (with 
all the loveliness of that state of thought), and eventually we come 
to the Joseph state of thought, the uomanhood sense. And then 
sometimes nhen that comes to us, and we begin to see the true 
idea of manhood and of womanhood, we don't persist in it, and 
therefore we don't arrive at a recognition of the "I, or EGO"-- 
"man and woman unchanged forever in their individual characters, 
even as numbers which never blend with each other, though they 
are governed by one Principle" (S. & H.  588: 12-15). And so when 
spiritual vision comes to us, let's be like Jacob; let's have that 
inspiration. that sense of Science, which says. "I will not let thee go, 
except thou bless me." Sometimes we are so tempted to scatter our 
fire. Now that the Science of the Christ is appearing to us in order 
and purity and form and beauty, let's "take off our shoes," let's 
receive it in great humility, which means with great spirituality. 
Don't let's have any sense that we are doing something or that we 
are explainins something-let's receive the idea and reflect it in 
great humility. Let's take off our shoes, for it is holy ground. Humility 
is willingness to give God the glory, and Jacob's thoughts seemed 
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to turn constantly to God. And so he said, "I will not let thee go, 
except thou bless me." 

Our Triple Purpose 

We are trying to do three things to-day. First of all we are trying 
to culture the spiritual idea and prove it ourselves-without that 
it is all a waste of time. We are also trying to comfort and strengthen 
and inspire others who love the idea and are walking with us. And 
furthermore, we are trying to give Science to mankind. We have 
to do these three things, but we must begin with ourselves, for 
"charity begins a t  home." Unless we culture the Christ-idea i n  
thought ourselves, we won't be able to comfort and strengthen 
those who walk with us, and we won't be able to get it to mankind. 

Mrs. Eddy says, "The Christian Scientist is alone with his own 
being and with the reality of things" (Mess. '01, 20: 8-9). As you see 
the Christ-idea developing in your thought, the first thing that 
develops is a sense of your own true selfhood, and then you see that 
true selfhood reflecting every other idea. As the Christ-idea begins 
to come to you in the ordered way through the days of creation, you 
begin to know something of the nature of God as Mind, Spirit, 
Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, and Love; and then you begin to see 
the divine infinite calculus, "the shepherd, the stone of Israel" (Gen. 
49: 24); then your "bow" abides "in strength." If you have that 
impersonal sense which is the deepest humility, you will always 
say, "I will not let thee go, except thou bless me." Mrs. Eddy says, 
"Humility is the stepping-stone to a higher recognition of Deity" 
(Mis. 1 :  15-16). Humility is that state of thought which turns to 
God and gives the glory to God. Humility always sees that "before 
Abraham was, I am" (John 8: 58); it is always of a scientific nature, 
and so it sees that the spiritual is eternal,-that it is not just a happen- 
ing, but that it is eternal. It sees that you can speak with grace and 
power, and in Science we need both-we need the grace which 
gives God the glory, and the power which is the outcome of that. 

"A Nameless, Incorporeal Impartation" 

To go on with the story: "And he said unto him, What is thy 
name? And he said, Jacob. And he said, Thy name shall be called 
no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with 
God and with men, and hast prevailed" (Gen. 32: 27, 28). What 
was it that Jacob was seeing? He was seeing his own true selfhood. 
"And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. 
And he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name? 
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And he blessed him there" (Gen. 32: 29). Mrs. Eddy says that it 
was "a nameless, incorporeal impartation of d i ~ i n s  Love" (S.  & 1-1. 
309: 2-3). And as you begin to see the Christ-idea. and you really 
begin to understand it, it becomes a "nameless. inc<vporeal imparta- 
tion" of your oun true selfhood. You see, "~letaphysics resolves 
things into thoughts, and exchanges the objects of sense for the 
ideas of Soul" (S .  & H. 269: 14-16). The wrestling uas  first of all 
between Jacob's true selfhood and fear. dikision, sensuality, and 
eveqthing of that kind. But pretty soon that all melted, because it 
u as translated into a "nameless. incorporeal impartation of divine 
Love." ,Z t  fir\t. uhen you  are urestling. there are two, but when the 
wrestling i5 ntcr there is only one. So Lifter .Incob had wrestlcd ith 
his fear and hi \  ~ensuality and his sense of' di~ision and so on, he 
e\entuallj found that there Mas only one thing, and that one thing 
uas a "namc!sss. incorporeal impartation of divine Loke." That 
with which Jacob rllolceilt he struggled became to him an ansel 
entertained ~~na \ ia re r ,  a "nameless. incorporeal impartation of 
divine Lo\e." \\ e all have that struggle, and the struggle will have 
the same outcome if \he understand this symbol of Jacob and I.eah 
and Rachel and the t1irelve sons. 

The Development of the Spiritual Idea 

Remember that this whole experience of Jacob came about 
because he had wedded himself to Leah and to Rachel, and out 
of that he hrld had t\velve sons. the "twelve" of' Christianity and of 
demonstration. how. don't forget what Mrs. Eddy says about 
these tm.elve sons: I can't impress it on you too much:-"The 
spiritual idea is crowned with twelve stars. The twelve tribes of 
Israel with all mortals,-separated by belief f'rom man's divine 
origin and the true idea,-will through much tribulation yield to 
the activities ot' the divine Principle of man in the harmony of 
Science. These are the stars in the crown of rejoicin?. They are 
the lan~ps in the spiritual heavens of' the age, n~hich show the w,ork- 
inps of the spiritual idea by healing the sick and the sinning, and by 
maniksting the light which shines 'unto the perfect day' as the 
night of n~aterialism wanes" (S. & H.  562 : 1 1 --2 1 ). 

As we go on with this story of the twelve sons, symbolizing 
"the workings of the spiritual idea." you uill see how it develops 
into the story of Moses, who identified God as the I .AM THAT 1 
AM. the on:) I:go, and into the story of the entrance into the Promised 
Land. The manhood and womanhood of the spiritual idea was 
beginning to appear: then in the prophetic age they said, "Unto 
11s a child i h  born. unto us a son is gi\,en: and the government shall 
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be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called bVonderf'ul, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince 
of Peace" (Isa. 9: 61, and that was demonstrated in the man Christ 
Jesus. The spiritual idea has developed through Christianity until 
to-day we have it in its Science. 

The story of the Bible is the most wonderful story on earth, 
ar,d thank God it is the most scientific, the most divinely consistent, 
the most spiritually accurate, the most demonstrable, and it is 
completely universal. It is yours; it is mine; it is everybody's story. 
I t  is not confined to any one nation or sect or people. So it is time 
that we "put away childish things," and ceased shutting anybody 
out from this story. It just can't be done. It is for all mankind. 



Jacob's Struggle (contd.) 

The Twelve Tribes of Israel 

The Tapestry of Scripture 

These day\ I try to get hold of' any good hook on thc Biblc. and 
the more I read these books the more I see that unless you see the 
Science 01' thc Biblc, you can only arrive at unreliable and contra- 
dictory conclusicms. 

Much o!' the Old Testanlent was NI-itten by kfebreiv ivriters who. 
when they u crc  in criptiipity in B3b4 1o11. took the accumulation of 
thousands 01' !cars 01' folk-lore, saga, u g u e  history, and religious 
sentiment ut' c\cry kind and used it to interpret the ideas of God 
through the hyrnbols which men had always used to syn~bolize the 
th inp  of essential thought. You and I have begun to understand what 
has been well called "the warp and woof of Holy Writ"-Genesis. 
We have seen the threads in the first chapter of Genesis, and now 
we are watching the iveaving of the tapestry. The main purpose of 
this tapestry nxs to symbolize the ideas of God as they eternally 
operate. The sxonciary purpose was to show (quite justifiably) that 
the spiritual iden developed through the thought of the Israelitish 
people. 

Llnless onc sees the Science of' the Bible, the study of it is of  
compara t i~e l  little moment, because the history is inaccurate and 
the saga and t'olk-lore and so on, regarded as such, have no practical 
value. But the Bible is important beyond words when you begin to 
see the diitinl: plan in Genesis and you begin to understand the 
fundamentals of it,-when you touch and feel and handle the days 
of creation in pure spiritual consciousness, and you see them swell 
and swell until you arrive at some understanding of the synonymous 
terms for God. Then you begin to understand those synonymous 
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terms subjectively and so you have numerals of spiritual conscious- 
ness,-not seven, but injinitt, numerals of consciousness. And then 
you see how those numerals reflect each other infinitely. And so 
you begin to realize how you can understand the whole picture 
of the Bible. 

Handling the Esau and Laban in Ourselves 

We are now considering the story of Jacob. As you know, we 
saw Soul as Mind illustrated in the Abraham story, which gave a 
definite sense of the creative nature of God and of the spiritual 
understanding which comes with that definite sense. That was sym- 
bolized by the story of Abraham, Lot, Sarah, Ishmael, Isaac, and 
so on. And then we began to see Soul as Spirit, which we epitomized 
by naming and blessing. Did you ever see a clearer illustration of 
naming and blessing than in the second part of the third thousand- 
year period? Jacob was named and blessed, his twelve sons were 
named and blessed, the whole period was a period of naming and 
blessing,-of Soul naming and Spirit blessing. 

Let's look back for a moment at  this story of Jacob. Rebekah 
saw that there was a struggle in her womb and then Jacob and 
Esau were born (see Gen. 25: 22-24); from the moment that Jacob 
was born, his hand took hold on Esau's heel (Gen. 25: 26)-he was 
handling the Esau state of thought from the moment he was born. 
Esau was to Jacob what Lot was to Abraham-a temptabon in 
his own thought. You and I have in our thinking the Jacob sense of 
things and also the Esau sense of things, and this story is to show 
us and all mankind how to deal with the Esau proposition. 

Later, as you know, after the stolen blessing (see Gen. 27), Jacob 
fled; his fear of Esau caused him to flee into what is supposed to 
be the north-west part of the Arabian desert (see Gen. 29: l ) ,  and 
you remember his experience on the way when he saw the angels of 
God ascending and descending (see Gen. 28 : 10-12). Sometimes 
wisdom or sometimes fear causes us to see that we cannot meet a 
proposition at the time, and so wisdom or fear bids us go away. 
Remember how Abraham told his servant that on no account must 
his seed go back to the land he came from (see Gen. 24: 2-8), but 
Jacob did go back. That was, I suppose, the best he could do, and 
when he went back he encountered Laban. Laban was just part 
of Jacob's thinking. Jacob ran away from Esau,-sensuality,-and 
he came to Laban,-deceit, trickery, and so forth. But what saved 
the situation for him was Leah and Rachel, who represented the 
manhood and womanhood of God: out of Leah came Judah and 
out of Judah came Jesus; and out of Rachel came Joseph, the 
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woman sense. and out of the woman sense canje Christian Science. 
And so Leah and Rachel saved the situation. You remember that 
Rachel war childless. and then "God remenibercd Rachel. and God 
hearkened to her. and opened her womb" (Gcn. 30: 22), and Joseph, 
the woman wnsc o f  things, was born. That idtxl in Jacob's thought 
symbolized by Rachcl could not bring forth cxccpt spiritually. 

And so ~ v l ~ c n  Joseph was born. Jacob sau that he must separate 
himself from Lahan (see Gen. 30: 2 5 ) .  That cxpcriencc comes to 
us all. Just :I< Jacob tled from Esau, n.c run ;in.:ty from one experi- 
ence instead o f  meeting it. and sometimes i t  i s  u.isdorn to run away 
from it .  because ~ v e  don't know enough to meet it at  the time. 
Sometimes \ ~ . i d o r n  makes us run away. but sometimes it is fear. 
and in either case i t  doesn't work out the problem. And then use 
find that nrc ha1.c to deal with Lrthan: as you remember, Laban 
deceived .Incob in every way. Rut all thic time it u a s  evident that 
the Jacob s c n x  of things was translating the \t.liole situation. "Meta- 
physics resol\ t.5 t h i n g  into thoughts. ;ind cxchangcs the objects ot' 
sense for the ideas of Soul" (S. & H .  1769 : 14 . I  6 1. and you can set. 
in this stor) the most scientific process of tr;11isl;ltion. of exchanging 
"the objects o f  sense for the ideas of Soul." Jiicob u a s  exchanging 
all the duplicity and so forth for a true scnse 01' naming m d  blessing. 
He u,as mniing himself. and he was blessing himself. and that is 
\+hat we 211 Iia\rt. to do. and we d o  it t h r o u ~ h  understanding Soul 
as Spirit. It in~,ol\.ei; dealing with Esau ;!nd i t  involves dealing with 
Laban. 

Vsing Our Tools 

It is ecident that %hen Joseph u a \  born.-when the woman 
sense. that 1s hich could conceive, came to Ji1cob.-he made up his 
mind that th: time had come when the erroneous sensc of thing5 
must be dealt with. Whether it called it\elt' Laban or  Esau. it must 
be dealt ui th.  That time comes to you and to me and to every 
individual and to the world uhen us  begin to understand the nature 
of God as Socl manifesting itself as Sp~r i t .  Then u e  begin to name 
ourselves Israel. and then we bring forth demonstration-Benjamin 
is born: thu, u e  have twehs sons. the " tue l~e"  of demonstration. 
and ot'courze that "twelve" symbol~zes the operation of Life. Truth, 
;ind Love as the Word. the Christ, Chrlstian~tc. and Science. 

You see the value of this understanding of God as Mind, Spirit, 
Soul. Principle. L ik ,  Truth. and Love" When you really begin to 
understand these terms, you begin to see how they reflect each 
other, becauw they are all synonymous terms for the infinite One. 
And then a4 !ou \tart to undsrttand them and tee tiou they reffect 
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each other, you see the numerals operating in the divine infinite 
calculus. And remember, as I pointed out to you before, that to 
the prophets these days of creation, developing into numerals of 
consciousness, were so vast and so infinite in scope that they devoted 
a thousand years of the Bible record to the illustration of each one 
of them. So if to-day you and I talk about Mind operating as Spirit, 
or Mind operating as Soul, remember that it is just child's play 
compared with the vastness of what it really is. But thank goodness 
we have so learnt the nature and the essence of these terms that 
we can even begin to see how they reflect each other, and of course, 
as soon as we do that, we are using the divine infinite calculus. 

Now, if you have a tool that you understand, you can use that 
tool. If you don't understand your tool, you can't use it at all. You 
watch a mechanic: he has a tool, and he knows how to use that 
tool, and he uses it. So we must understand our tools, and our tools 
are the days of creation, the synonymous terms for God, the numerals 
of infinity (which are what those synonymous terms mean), and their 
combination in the four orders, all leading thought to the One, the 
infinite One. 

Subjective and Objective 

You know, there seems to be some misunderstanding about the 
subjective and the objective. It is sometimes said that there is only 
One, and that that One is wholly subjective and that there is no 
objective. This leads to the state of thought where you think that 
there is no learning process, because there is only the subjective. 
But if there were only the subjective, there wouldn't be any Christ, 
and Mrs. Eddy says that Christ is "The divine manifestation of 
God, which comes to the flesh to destroy incarnate error" (S. & 
H. 583 : 10-1 1). Of course, it is nonsense to say that there is only 
the subjective. Our thought is always being led to the infinite One, 
but the nature of the one infinite divine P~inciple is Life, Truth, 
and Love; it is Father, Son, and Mother in itself, and it is both 
cause and effect. "Mind is its own great cause and effect" (Mis. 
173: 12), and Mrs. Eddy also says that "divine Love cannot be 
deprived of its manifestation, or object" (S. & H. 304: 10-11). 
Without an object, Love would have no Christ. Naturally the 
subjective is essential, but it must have an objective. Tt is true that 
anything that becomes to you living and real and vital is then 
subjective to you. As soon as it becomes real, vital, and demonstrable, 
it is subjective to you. 

Well, Jacob's sense of things, after the birth of Joseph, began to 
become subjective; when Joseph was born,-when the woman sense 
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(the concepti\,c sense) appeared-Jacob saw at  once, as each one 
of us must do. that the time had come for the woman to bruise 
the head of thc serpent. It bill try to bruise her heel. but she will 
bruise its he~td.  And so Jacob saw that the time had come when 
he must leait. Laban. and hc fled from Laban. but that wasn't a 
satisfactory norking-out of the problem. and he had to work it out 
with Laban in peace. ;is he did when they made a covenant a t  
Galeed (see Cien. 31). And then he came to the brook Jabbok, and 
had a strugglc Ivhich you and I have e\.cry day. If you follow this 
whole story. )oil set. how Jacob's sense of things became so sub- 
jective that c.\ cntually he saw that thc spiritual idea must go down 
into Egq,pt. You knob. it ivas said of Jesus that he "descended into 
hell;" all that nieans is that he fathomed the lowest depths of evil. 
He met and conquered every phase of e~, i l .  And so it is essential 
for you and for me to use our understanding of Science in demon- 
stration, because the Christ is "The di\.ine manifestation of God, 
which comes to the flesh to destroy incarnate error" (S. & H. 583: 
10-1 1 ). You iind I aren't talking about Science as something detached. 
The minute you think of' it as something detached, you have two 
universes. N't. are not talking about something detached: we are 
talking about Science. which is demonstrable in truth and in belief 
and at  all tinii's and under all circumstances. 

Handling Error Specifically 

Mrs. Eddy said that the most difficult thing she ever did was 
to  teach a pup11 how to handle ekil intelligently. Very few people 
will handle the claims of evil. They want an abstract Science uhich 
is sentimental. hut Science is not of that nature. It has the deepest 
spiritual sentiment, just as music has sentiment. but it is not vague, 
emotional, or indefin~te. I want you to see in this tapestry of the 
Scripture< the ;thsolute and dctinite working of the fundamentals of 
reality as this or  that is introduced into the picture. Remember 
that we are told from the beginning of this story that Jacob had his 
hand on the heel of' Esiiu. I f  to-day we people would analyze, expose, 
and destroy the claims of evil. the world would not be in the situa- 
tion it is. N4c.n are befooled by animal magnetism and blinded by it: 
they are made to hate and fear and suspect and everything else. 
because they do not see how they can intelligently analyze, uncover. 
and annihilate the claims of animal magnetism. 

If you \ \ i l l  u.atch the whole development of the Jacob story and 
the going down into Egypt. you will see the perfect sequence by 
which the in3pired prophetic ~ r i t e r s  il1ustratt.d the process which 
you and 1 and e\ery man must go through. With this naming and 
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blessing there also begins to develop the sense of Soul as Soul, the 
sense of translation, for that is the tone we are approaching; we 
begin to see the translation from the human to the divine and the 
translation from the subjective to the objective. So watch how the 
story develops. 

This story of Jacob is the most interesting illustration of how 
you and I have to name ourselves. From everlasting to everlasting 
man is God's idea, but in the human he has to name himself as 
God's idea. Divinely Jesus was the Son of God, but humanly Jesus 
made himself the Son of God. And so you've got to name yourself, 
-you've got to give yourself your divine nature, and so bless your- 
self. In the story of Jacob there is nothing abstract, indefinite, or 
emotional; you find the application to the human in the most 
intelligent, specific, and definite way. From the moment when that 
idea symbolized by Jacob began to appear to Rebekah, she saw 
the struggle, and from the moment Jacob was born he was handling 
that state of thought called Esau, and Esau is only just another 
name for the Adam-man. You and I have to do the same thing. 

Taking All the Necessary Footsteps 

If you understand the nature of God as Soul and all that Soul 
means, and then you see how that Soul sense reflects itself as Spirit, 
which separates, then you begin to assimilate its purpose, like a 
musician who begins to understand great musical compositions, 
which teach him music and illustrate music for him and which he 
loves beyond words. We've got to see the working of our funda- 
mentals in these Bible stories. And so I want you to follow very 
closely the whole story of how Jacob had his hand on Esau's heel. 
You remember that later he bought the birthright from Esau (see 
Gen. 25: 29-34). He saw that Esau could never have it. The Esau 
in you and me can never have the birthright. Sometimes mortal 
mind says that Esau is in us before we have any spiritual sense. 
Many of us come into Science and believe that we have never had 
any spiritual sense,-that Esau has been the firstborn in us. But 
then we begin to see the truth about it; we claim our birthright, 
we begin to name ourselves divinely and that brings blessing. And 
then the struggle comes with Esau, and sometimes we feel that we 
can't face it at the time and so we go away. Sometimes we are 
afraid of it and we flee before it, but if our purpose is pure it will be 
as the Psalmist says: "If I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art 
there" (Ps. 139: 8). So even if you haven't the understanding at the 
time to deal with Esau, and you have to go away in thought-it is 
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all in thought- thcrc \ \ i l l  r11\vr1ys be di~rinc provision if your purpose 
is pure. 

Jacob scrced st.\ en years for Rachel. and he had to accept Leah 
first. but ~omctimcs Leah is necessary. You knoit,. m.e all, e\,cry 
single one 01' us. \{.ant to jump into the kingdom of heaven ~i, i thout 
taking the necessary footsteps, but you can't invade the kingdom 
of hea\.cn. 4nd so Leah was a necessary experience for Jacob. but 
 hen Jacob Iiad served seven years and taken Leah, he only had 
to scnx r i  w e k  for Rachel. After he had won Rachel, he had to 
serve another w e n  years, but @ur hc had Lion her. Thcn Jacob 
arri\.cci at  that st:ltc of' thought  whcrc he could bring forth through 
Leah and hc could cyen bring forth t h r o u ~ h  the handmaids. but 
he couldn't hring forth through Rachel. because his thought hadn't 
a r r i ~ ~ e d  at t t u t  point. but the time came ivhm his thought did arrive 
at the point \\here he could bring forth through Rriche1,-that is. 
on a spiritual basis. All this goes on in you rind me and the world 
as n \{.hole. You and I to-day are trying to gi\,e to mankind the 
Scicwc~ of tilt. Christ. rind 1j.e can only do it through Rachel. We 
shall hn1.c :!I1 thc cxpcricnces that Jacob had-c\wy one of thcni. 
N'e shall ha~f t .  to work the problem out in just these ways if ive 
arc going to name and bless oursel\res and others at this particular 
stage. 

"Duplicity, Repentance, Sensualism" 

The stor) goes that Jacob ran aktay from Laban. but God made 
Laban f o l l o ~  him. and God told Laban not to harm Jacob (see 
Gen. 31 : 29). I t  uas  the Laban in his own thinking which pursued 
Jacob. and c\idently Laban himself was being transformed, because 
Christ. Truth, transforms everything. After that, Jacob saw that he 
would  ha\^ to meet Esau.-that he mould have to deal with the 
proposition called Esau. and that he couldn't escape it. He was now 
ready to do it. Hc. did it with fear, as we all do, but he was willing 
to d o  it. Hc ~ tasn ' t  compelled to meet Esau. and he could have gone 
another uay,  but the time had come when he saw that he would 
have to meet hlni. 

Let's just remind ourselves of Mrs. Eddy's definition of Jacob: 
"A corporeal mortal embracing duplicity, repentance, sensualism. 
Inspiration : the rccelation of Science. in which the so-called material 
senses yield to the spiritual sense of Life and Love" (S. & H. 589: 
4-7). You and I have a great deal of duplic~ty: we are all the time 
fooling ourw1~t.s- that is duplicity. We talk a lot of Science and 
act a lot of mortal mind-that is our duplicity. Repentance-we are 
all the time thinkins that we are going to sake ourselves through 



repentance, but we can't: we save ourselves through Science. And 
every one of us is full of sensualism. So that is what we have to 
struggle with-that is the Esau in us. The second part of the defini- 
tion of Jacob is "Inspiration; the revelation of Science, in which 
the so-called material senses yield to the spiritual sense of Life and 
Love." We are watching in Jacob that yielding, and it came about 
through many a struggle and through spiritual growth and through 
utilizing that spiritual growth. 

Out of Leah and Rachel and the handmaids came that wonderful 
symbol of the "twelve." Only eleven sons have been born up to 
this point, but at the moment when Joseph was born Jacob had 
enough understanding to enable him to handle the error of the 
situation. He came face to face with it. He couldn't have handled 
the "Esau" unless he was willing to handle the "Laban," and so he 
handled the "Laban" first. The great thing in all this is to see the 
sequence. It is all one story, and we have to follow the thread of 
it. We are considering the illustration of Soul as Spirit, which we 
epitomized as naming and blessing, and you remember how that 
is symbolized in the days of creation-"And God called the dry 
land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he 
Seas : and God saw that it was good" (Gen. 1 : 10). In the false 
record man was warned not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil. 

Jacob's Struggle : Alone with Principle 

And so we come to the story of Jacob's struggle. It is so rich 
that we don't want to hurry it. Let's go through it slowly. 

"And Jacob was left alone;" as I said to you, there comes the 
time when every one of us is "left alone." "The Christian Scientist 
is alone with his own being and with the reality of things" (Mess. 
'01, 20: 8-9). No man is ever an engineer or a mathematician or 
a musician till he realizes that everything he does is a matter between 
his own thinking and the principle of the subject. And no man is 
ever a Christian Scientist until he sees that "I and my Father are 
one" (John 10: 30), and that every problem has to be worked out 
between himself and Principle. And so Jacob was "left alone," but 
not really alone, because, as Mrs. Eddy says, "The Christian Scientist 
is alone with his own being and with the reality of things." Jacob 
was alone as far as material sense was concerned. 

"And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him 
until the breaking of the day" (Gen. 32: 24)-until the "day" of 
Life, Truth, and Love broke on his thought. What was happening 
o Jacob is what happens to you and to me: there is wrestling in 
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our thought between the divine sense of things and the material 
sense of things. and that wrestling goes on all the time. 

"And \then he ww that he prevailed not against him. he [the 
angel] touched the hollow of his [Jacob's] thigh" (Gen. 32: 25). As 
I pointed out to you. the thigh was the symbol of pourer and of 
creation, and the an_eel touched the "hollo~v."-the nothingness,- 
of Jacob's sense of material creation and material strength. "And 
the hollow 01' Jacob's thigh was out of joint. as he wrestled with 
himv-the on14 joint is the harmony of Principle. ("Harmos" is the 
Greek word meaning "joint.") The hollour of  Jacob's thigh (mortal 
mind says tli'it y o u  can always regt upon i t )  was seen to be out of 
harmony, to have nothing to do with divine harmony, to be "out 
of joint" with Principle. 

"And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said. I 
will not let thee go. except thou bless me" (Gcn. 32: 26). That is a 
lesson we all have to learn. So often we arc fooled when spiritual 
sense comes to us, and we don't culture i t  and see the form of it 
and see that it comes by the grace of God. We don't identify our- 
selves with it. and we are just superficial about it, and then the devil 
comes and takes the seed of Truth away and the weeds grow up. 

Naming and Blessing 

"And he said unto him, What is thy name? and he said, Jacob" 
-he was still at the point where he said that his name was Jacob. 
"And he said. Thq nrlme shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel" 
-Jacob named himself. He named himself Israel. and that is what 
you've got to do. There isn't anybody else who can name you. 
Others can hclp you on the way, but you have to name yours~lf 
with the name that you h;id "before Abraham was." "Thy name 
shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou 
power with God and with men, and hast prevailed" (Gen. 32: 27,28). 
Paul said the same kind of thing when he said, "I have fought a 
good fight" ( I 1  Tim. 4: 7). Every one of us must come to the point 
where kve name ourselves, and in that naming there is blessing. It 
is the operation of the nature of God as Soul, made manifest as 
Spirit, which names and blesses. 

"And Jacob asked him. and said, Tell me. I pray thee, thy name. 
And he said. Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name? 
And he blessed him there" (Gen. 32: 29). There is the naming and 
blessing. Mrs. Eddy says that this messenger was "a nameless, 
incorporeal impartation of divine Love to man" (S. & H. 309: 2-3). 
There comes a time in your experience and in the experience of 
every one of us-and it comes every day-when the spiritual im- 



partation that comes to us is so exalted and so lofty that we cannot 
name it humanly, and there is no symbol that could describe it. 
We can't name it humanly at all, because it is a spiritual impartation. 
Those of us who love this Science, and are striving day in and day 
out to assimilate it and to put it into practice, sometimes have a 
spiritual vision, but we can't name it humanly. There isn't any 
human name for it. But we know it, we feel it, we touch it, we 
handle it; we can't name it, because it is "a nameless, incorporeal 
impartation of divine Love to man." 

Seeing God "Face to Face" 

"And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for 1 have seen 
God face to face, and my life is preserved" (Gen. 32: 30). Infinite 
Mind expresses itself as infinite idea. Infinite Mind has infinite ideas 
about itself. Those ideas reflect Mind, therefore they knoll,; they 
know Mind through the ideas which express Mind, and therefore 
they know themselves. If you know anything that is true about 
anybody or anything, you have "seen God face to face,"-you have 
identified God. The face is always that which identifies. If you see 
2 + 2 = 4 or if you see the most abstruse mathematical problem, you 
have seen mathematics "face to face." "The Christian Scientist is 
alone with his own being and with the reality of things." Jacob 
had seen that, and he had named and blessed himself. Spirit which 
blesses was not only blessing him, but it was also giving birth to 
his true selfhood-the two things are inseparable. 

"And He Halted upon His Thigh" 

"And as he passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him" (Gen. 
32: 31). Mrs. Eddy says, "The sun is a nietaphorical representation 
of Soul outside the body, giving existence and intelligence to the 
universe" (S. & H. 510: 16-1 8). So a sense of Soul "rose upon 
him" as he passed over Penuel. "And he halted upon his thigh" 
(Gen. 32: 31)-it would bear him now. You and T find that after 
our struggle either with Laban or with Esau or anything else, when 
we have conquered, that which was weakness becomes strength; 
that which was "out of joint," out of harmony, out of Principle, 
becomes in Principle, and it becomes strength and we can rest upon 
it ;  we can do anything we want with it. Moses had the same experi- 
ence later (see Ex. 4: 2-4). Mrs. Eddy says, "When, led by wisdom 
to cast down his rod, he saw it become a serpent, Moses fled before 
it; but wisdom bade him come back and handle the serpent, and 



then Moses' fear departed. In this incident was seen the actuality 
of Science. l iat tcr  was shown to be a belief only. The serpent, evil, 
under N isdorn's bldd~ng, was destroyed through understanding 
divine Science. and this proof was a staff upon which to lean" 
(S. & H. -321 - 3-16). 

"Thereforc the children of Israel eat not of the sinew which 
shrank. I\ Il1c.11 is upon the hollow of the thigh, unto this day: because 
he t o u c h d  the hollou of Jacob's thigh in the sinew that shrank" 
(Gen. 32:  3 2 ) .  \rrou rcnlember Mrs. Eddy's definition: "CHILDRE\ 
OF ISKXI I .  The representatives of Soul. not corporeal sense; the 
offspring o f  Spirit. who. having wrestled with error. sin. and sense, 
arc govcrned h) di\rine Science: some of the ideas of God beheld 
as men, c;ictlng out error and healing the sick; Christ's offspring" 
(S .  & H. 58-3.  5-0). Humanly, it is nonsense to say that "the children 
of Icrr~cl tat not of the sinew wvhich shrank, which is upon thc 
hollow of thc th i sh .  unto this day." But divinely it means that 
when you ha\.e that \tate of consciou~nccs M hich is Soul manifesting 
itself 3s S p ~ r ~ t .  and you understand naming and blessing. and you 
become onc of thc children of Israel through that process. then 
you parta'w no  more of the false sense of creation or of the false 
sense of \trength or support. You become onc of "the offspring 
of Spir~t.  nho. h~ivlng wrestled with crror, sin, and sense, arc 
governed h) dit lne Science." 

Jacob's Struggle and its Outcome 

I would ju\t like to read you what Mrs. Eddy says about Jacob's 
struggle: "Tht Soul-inspired patriarchs heard the voice of Truth. 
and talked \ \ .~th God as consciously as man talks with man." If 
you name yourselt'. or  you name any idea of God, and blessing 
comes, you have seen God "face to face" and it is your Peniel. 
"Jacob N.as I ~ l o r ~ t ~ .  wrestling with error,-struggling with a mortal 
sense of life, substance, and intelligence as existent in matter with 
its false plcitscrcs and pains.-when an angel, a message from Truth 
and Love, appearcd to him and smote the sinew, or strength. of 
his error. t i l l  ! ~ e  sa\v its unreality; and Truth. being thereby under- 
stood. ga\e h im  spiritual strength in this Peniel of divine Science. 
Then said t h c  spiritual evangel:"--our true selfhood, that which 
God know,$ ihout us:-" 'Let me go. for the day breaketh;' that 
is. the light of Truth and Love dawns upon thee. But the patriarch. 
perceiving hi; error and his need of help, did not loosen his hold 
upon this glorious light until his nature was transformed. When 
Jacob was asked, 'What is thy name?' he straightway answered: 
and then his narnc \\as chrtnged to Israel, for 'as a prince' had he 



prevailed and had 'power with God and with men.' Then Jacob 
questioned his deliverer, 'Tell me, I pray thee, thy name;' but this 
appellation was withheld, for the messenger was not a corporeal 
being, but a nameless, incorporeal impartation of divine Love to 
man, which, to use the word of the P~almist, restored his Soul,-- 
gave him the spiritual sense of being and rebuked his material 
sense" (S. & H. 308: 14-6). When you gain that spiritual sense 
which is even above symbol, and which is "a nameless, incorporeal 
impartation of divine Love," it restores your Soul, and then the 
sun-"The symbol of Soul governing man" (S. & H. 595 : I )--rises 
upon you as you pass over Penuel. 

Mrs. Eddy goes on: "The result of Jacob's struggle thus appeared. 
He had conquered material error with the understanding of Spirit 
and of spiritual power. This changed the man. He was no longer 
called Jacob, but Israel,-a prince of God, or a soldier of God, 
who had fought a good fight. He was to become the father of those, 
who through earnest striving followed his demonstration of the 
power of Spirit over the material senses; and the children of earth 
who followed his example were to be called the children of Israel, 
until the Messiah should rename them." When the Messiah rc- 
names you, you become one of the children of Israel who have 
"wrestled with error, sin, and sense." And when the Messiah re- 
names you, it comes as "a nameless, incorporeal impartation of 
divine Love." Mrs. Eddy continues: "If these children should go 
astray, and forget that Life is God, good, and that good is not in 
elements which are not spiritual,-thus losing the divine power 
which heals the sick and sinning,-they were to be brought back 
through great tribulation, to be renamed in Christian Science and 
led to deny material sense, or mind in matter, even as the gospel 
teaches" (S. & H. 309: 7-23). What Mrs. Eddy says in those para- 
graphs is an excellent example of how she makes the Scriptural 
symbols live. 

The Fundamentals of Reality-Our Daily Bread 

Tt is wonderful to see how these great prophets give us what 
Leibniz was looking for-a few fundamental "root-notions" of 
reality operating in a calculus of thought. And they gave us exactly 
that. The highest sense of science at that time was astrology and 
mathematics, and so they used symbols derived from those subjects, 
which undoubtedly had always been used to symbolize the things of 
essential thought. They adopted the Babylonian story of the days 
of creation, and exalted it to show the ordered revelation of the 
divine nature as it comes to man. Then they showed the funda- 



mental "root-notions" operating in a ci~lculus of spiritual thought: 
they showed how you can seek. tind. use. ::nd be them. And they did 
it by adopting the symbols of folk-lore. paganism. faith in an un- 
known God. inspiration. and so on. and bringing them into line 
with that picture of the first chapter of Gencciq. so that its tones 
pervade the w.hole Bible. 

If you and I have spiritual sense, so that we live these divine 
tones and lm7e them and touch them and handle them. and they 
become real. living, and vital to us. then the urholt. picture of the 
Bible will begin to mean something to us. It  ill bc our daily bread. 
the only daily bread that is any use to mankind. "Giw us  this day" 
-every day-"our daily bread." That is the fifth statement ot' the 
Lord's Prayer. and the fifth day of creation. as you know. is \!,here 
you see the four tones of the Word. the Christ. Christianity, and 
Science. and you begin to use the divine infinite calculus definitely. 
So. "Give us this day our daily bread." 

"And, Behold, Esau Came" 

And now we come to Chapter 33: "And Jacob lifted up his eyes. 
and looked. and, behold. Esau came, and it.ith him four hundred 
men." It doesn't say that Jacob .solr~glrr him. You and I mentally 
go through a ctruggle like Jacob's whm ~e use what u e  understand 
of the nature of God to overcome a mortal sense of existence, and 
then Esau comes-we come face to face uith the specific error 
which has becn in our thought. The time comes to every one of us 
after we have named and blessed ourselves.-and it conles in pro- 
portion as we have struggled and conquered.-when Esau comes 
"and with him four hundred men,"--t he so-called calculus of 
unreality. (There is the same symbol when it sriys that the children 
of Israel \\ere in Egypt for 400 years.) With Esau was this so-called 
calculus of materiality that Jacob had to meet. 

"And he divided the chldren unto Leah. and unto Rachel. and 
unto the two handmaids" (Gen. 33: ])-his thought was systema- 
tized. "And he put the handmaids and their children foremost, and 
Leah and her children after. and Rachel and Joseph hindermost" 
(Gen. 33: 2) .  He put in the front of his thought that which was the 
least of his demonstration, and that is \vhat we do. Esau comes, 
and you and I begin to think in a humble \tray of the fundamentals 
that we learnt at the beginning, and then ;is the urgency becomes 
greater. our thought rises and rises until at last we reach the tone 
of Science. Our thought rises always in the wale of seeking and 
finding and using and bein$. 
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Exchanging the Objects of Sense 

"And he passed over before them, and bowed himself to the 
ground seven times, until he came near to his brother" (Gen. 33: 3). 
He bowed his mortal sense of things before this experience that he 
was going to have of the grace of God. He bowed himself seven 
times to illustrate the perfection of his demonstration. "And Esau 
ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and 
kissed him: and they wept" (Gen. 33: 4). As Mrs. Eddy says, "The 
very circumstance, which your suffering sense deems wrathful and 
afflictive, Love can make an angel entertained unawares" (S. & H. 
574: 27-30). And that is what Christian Science does. Mathematics 
takes the mistake that 5 x 5 = 27 and replaces it with the mathe- 
matical fact that 5 x 5 = 25, and it does it systematically and scienti- 
fically. With infinitely more power the Science of Christianity, the 
vastest thing in the world (and we have only just touched the hem 
of it), takes the Esau in you and me,-the duplicity, the repentance, 
and the sensualism in you and me,-and exchanges it for real 
naming and real blessing. 

You start by naming yourself-that is where it begins-but after 
you have named yourself, you've got to name the other fellow, 
and with that naming comes blessing. As that naming continues, 
you find that you have to name the Christ: Peter named the Christ 
-"Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God" (Matt. 16: 16). 
Time and time again you have to name a situation divinely, and if 
you can name it, you can bless it, and you will see the power and 
the authority of true consciousness. If someone comes to you suffer- 
ing from sin, disease, fear, or hate, and you can name him,-give 
him his true identity,-then you can bless him. If you understand 
the nature of God as Soul, making itself manifest as Spirit,-that 
is, as divine order (diversification, classification, and individualiza- 
tion), as truly substantial, as real, as always existing at the point of 
development,-then you will bless him. 

And so after Jacob had worked out the problem of Laban (deceit), 
so that he and Laban made an agreement, he was at last brought 
face to face with the Esau in his own nature. The Esau is in our 
own thinking-it isn't in the other fellow. Mortal mind comes to 
you to give it a home in your thinking, and mortal mind has just 
as much influence on you as you give it power to have. All you are 
ever dealing with is the one patient,-animal magnetism. Whether 
it comes as war or as something in yourself or in somebody else, 
it is the belief of animal magnetism, the belief in materialism. A 
certain situation is presented to you and you may name it and give 
it animal qualities just as Adam did, but if you have the Mind of 



Christ and I I ; ~ I ~ I C  i t  according to the divine order. then becausc 
you have narnccf it you can hless it. and that blessing is your demon- 
stration. \i.t~ich is synibolized by the "twcl\~." 

"And E w u  ran to meet him. and embraced him, and fell on his 
neck. and kisscd him: and they wept. And he lifted up his eyes, 
and sari- thc wornen and the children: and said. Who are those with 
thee'.' And hc >aid. The children ~ . h i c h  God hath graciously given 
thy serLVnnt. Tticn thc hrindmaidens came near, they and their 
children. and they bowed themselves. And Leah also with her 
children. ciirnt near. and bowed thcmselves: and after came Joseph 
nca r  a n d  Ra:hcl, and they h o w d  then~sclvec" (Gen. 33: 4-7). 
And how ot'tcn. when you see the nature of God demonstrated in 
the overcoming of sin or disease, you bow yourself and everything 
that is in \- . (?LI~ conscio~sness! That to which you have kvedded 
yourself. u.hcthcr i t  is the handmaid in you or the Leah or the 
Rachel (thnt ~vt~ich has come to you by way of inspiration). hoivs 
before the perfccti011 of being. To put it in another way, "put off 
thy shoes f'rorn off thy feet. for the place whereon thou standest is 
holy ground" t Ex. 3 :  5 ) .  

The Musicians of Scripture 

You see. UT are beginning to understand Mind, Spirit, Soul, 
Principle, Life. Truth, and Love, and the Bible is showing us how 
to do that. Rr< could go on telling ourselves that Mind is intelligence. 
wisdom, la\\. pouw, and so on, but without these living illustrations 
in the Bible ivc qhould never really understand it. You could learn 
music.-the notes and the chords and so forth,-but u~ l e s s  you 
had the mu4c of the _great musicians, you wouldn't appreciate it. 
And we are listening now to the music of the great musicians, the 
men ~vho  Lvrote the Scriptures. 

k'ou knou that in t h s  third period, illustrating the third day of 
creation, there are five tones,-Soul as Mind, Soul as Spirit, Soul as 
Soul. Soul as Principle. and Soul as Life. Soul as Mind is symbolized 
by the story of' Abraham : Soul as Spirit by the story of Jacob; Soul 
as Soul when hfoses identified God Himself as the I AM and the 
Hebrews as 1112 children of Israel; Soul as Principle when Moses 
identified for mankind some sense of divine system in the Com- 
mandments: and Soul as Life when the children of Israel entered 
the Promised Land. 

Now, you ~ n d  I are trying to learn what Mind is. what Spirit is, 
what Soul is. and so on. That is our whole object. You and I are 
trying to gain ;r cultured sense of these fundamentals. What is Mind? 
What is Spr!t" N'hat is Soul? Here we have this marvellous story 
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of the Bible where these tones, these fundamentals, these "root- 
notions," are symbolized through the most living of illustrations 
so that we can learn them. When "Science and Health" and the 
Bible are wedded, that brings to us the sense of Science as essentially 
vital. One textbook without the other is incomplete. 

The Humility of Wisdom 

"And he [Esau] said, What meanest thou by all this drove which 
I met? And he said, These are to find grace in the sight of my lord. 
And Esau said, I have enough, my brother; keep that thou hast 
unto thyself. And Jacob said, Nay, I pray thee, if now I have found 
grace in thy sight, then receive my present at my hand: for therefore 
I have seen thy face, as though I had seen the face of God, and 
thou wast pleased with me" (Gen. 33: 8-10). You remember how 
Abraham was all the time seeking to save Lot and to give Lot his 
full complement. We can't cut out the human. Mrs. Eddy says, 
"Immortal Mind, governing all, must be acknowledged as supreme 
in the physical realm, so-called, as well as in the spiritual" (S. & H. 
427: 23-25). And remember her definition of "Christ :" "The divine 
manifestation of God, which comes to the flesh to destroy incarnate 
error" (S. & H. 583: 10-11). And so it may have been the wise 
thing at that point for Jacob to send on the drove to meet Esau. 
Sometimes you have to compromise. Jesus was baptized-that was 
a compromise. The wisdom that Jacob showed throughout this 
chapter is amazing. 

"Take, I pray thee, my blessing that is brought to thee; because 
God hath dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough. 
And he urged him, and he took it" (Gen. 33: 11). Let me give you 
a present-day illustration of this attitude of Jacob's: there is no 
question whatever that one of the biggest problems that we are 
face to face with in the world to-day is that physical science has 
substituted the operations of physical science for God. Men worship 
physical science-and it is a dangerous proposition. It has got to 
be overcome, but there is one thing we must admit, and that is that 
the physical scientist has taught men to think exactly. He has made 
it clear that exact thinking is essential. Unfortunately he has thought 
about matter, which can't be thought about exactly. But we've got 
to give the physical scientists their due. Jacob was willing to render 
to Esau certain things, and we never lose anything by that. Jesus 
went so far as to say "he that is not against us is for us" (Luke 9 : 50). 
You know, the man who is right and knows he is right is never 
afraid and he will always yield something. You can be sure that 
the fellow who is adamant and stupid and blind is not right, because 



the man M ~ O  is right and knows that he is right can atrorci to be 
a non-resistant. because he is not afraid. 

The Strength of N'isdom 

And so Jacob had come to the point where he saw the Science 
and system of being. Everything he did from now on. as we shall 
see. was done with spiritual understanding. E!vc'rything he did was 
done definitely and specifically with spiritual sense. Joseph was born; 
the womanhood sense had come: conception was awake rind alive. 

"And h c  [E:siu] said. Let us take o u r  j ou rncy .  and let u s  go. and 
I will go before tlic'c. And he [Jacob] said unto him. My lord knoweth 
that the children are tender, and the f ocks and herds uith young 
are with me: and if men should overdrive them one day, all the 
tlock will die" (Gen. -33 : 12. 1 3). When sometimes you have delivered 
yoursclf frwn some measure of Esau. he will say to you. "Come 
with me," but i f '  you have wisdom you will realize that the idea 
that has beer1 horn to you is young and tender. and you won't 
go with him. 

"Let my lord. 1 pray thee. pass over before his servant: and I 
will lead on softly, according as the cattle that goeth before me 
and the ch~ldrcn be able to endure, until I come unto my lord unto 
Seir" (Gen. !3: 14). He hadn't the slightest intention of going to 
Seir: he was really saying, "I'm not going your way." He had 
delivered himself from the fear of Esau. from the duplicity and 
the repentance and the sensualism, and so he said what Abraham 
said to Lot. "You go your way and 1'11 go mine." Jacob saw here 
that his den~orlstration was young and tender and had to be cared 
for, and we need to see that to-day, because our demonstration is 
also young arid tender and has to be cared for. One of the things 
which gives me the most confidence about the development of 
Science is the h.ay that the people who are not in earnest drop out 
of it. You know why'.' Because in Science there can be no head- 
quarters to support anybody. You stand or you fall with God. It 
is an individual matter. Organizations often prop up unworthiness 
because they say that the first consideration is the organization. 
But Science is individual, and the minute the individual ceases to 
be in earnest. he leaves it alone. Nobody stays with it but the people 
who are in earnest. 

"And Esau said, Let me now leave ~ i t h  thee some of the folk 
that are ~vith me'' (Gen. 33: 15)-that's an old game! You know, 
we all make such a mistake ~vhen through demonstration we get rid 
of some measure of Esau: instead of seeing that even the "smell of 
fire" is not on us, we all the time look back, and that looking back 
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is poor business. When you are through with any problem, you 
are through with it, and the experience should be as something that 
never happened. You have pierced the veil, and it is over. 

"And he said, What needeth it'? let me find grace in the sight 
of my lord. So Esau returned that day on his way unto Seir. And 
Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and built him an house,"-a state of 
consciousness,-"and made booths for his cattle : therefore the name 
of the place is called Succoth. And Jacob came to Shalem, a city 
of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, when he came from 
Padan-aram; and pitched his tent before the city. And he bought 
a parcel of a field, where he had spread his tent, at the hand of the 
children of Hamor, Shechem's father, for an hundred pieces of 
moneyw-some measure of the ten Commandments. "And he 
erected there an altar, and called it El-elohe-Israel" (Gen. 33: 
15-20)-which means "God, the God of Israel." 

The Movement of Tribes 

Remember that the historical theory is that there were two distinct 
bodies who came into Canaan. The Abraham group came into 
Canaan from U r  of the Chaldees, and then later the Jacob group 
came from the north-west part of the Arabian desert and was also 
assimilated. Then the theory is that Joseph fell out with the rest 
of the tribes, and so went down into Egypt, and afterwards some 
of the tribes followed Joseph down into Egypt. That is the historical 
theory. 

Abraham came from Ur of the Chaldees and he settled just 
where Jacob settled around Shechem and Bethel. Then the story 
of Jacob wedding Leah and Rachel is supposed to be the symbol 
of the joining up of Jacob's tribe with the tribe that came in from 
Padan-aram, from the north-west part of the Arabian desert. And 
then later on Joseph evidently fell out with the rest of the tribes, 
or they fell out with him, and he went down into Egypt, but the 
theory is that only a small part of them went down into Egypt and 
that most of them remained in Canaan. 

We have seen how the prophets wove their tapestry, symbolizing 
in every detail the workings of the spiritual idea, but if you try to 
read the Bible historically, you don't get very far. 

The Story of Dinah 

Remember that Jacob has just struggled and overcome the Esau 
in his own nature, and now we come to the story of Dinah in Chapter 
34. It is the story of how Dinah, who was the only daughter that 
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Jacob had. \{,I\ abused by Shechem, the son of Hamor. And then 
the story goes on to tell-it is all symbolic-how Shechem and 
Hamor asked Jacob's sons to let Shechem marry Dinah, and Jacob's 
sons agreed that it' the people of Shechem would be circumcised, 
they wou!d then let Shechem marry Dinah, but that they couldn't 
let her marr? wmeone who was not circumcised. As you remember. 
circumcision was the covenant rite. And so Hamor and his people 
agreed. but hen they were physically unfit on the third day after 
their circumc~\ion Simeon and Levi went into the city of Shechem 
and slcw them all. and of course Jacob was horrified. That is the 
story. 

''And Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, Ye have troubled rne io 
make me to ktink among the inhabitants of the land, among the 
Canaanite\ ;ind the Perizzites: and I being few in number, they shall 
gather themselves together against me. and slay me; and I shall 
be destroyed. I and my house" (Gen. 34: 30). The historical theory 
is that Din~ih 5qmbolized a tribe which Shechem ill-treated. Even- 
tually the people of Shechem turned and destroyed Simeon and 
Levi. and Simcon went out of the picture as a tribe and was absorbed 
in Judah. u h ~ l c  the sons of Levi became attendants at the Temple. 

Shecheni ot'tcn comes into the story and is used as a symbol: 
literally i t  nittans "the neck and shoulders" or "the back," and 
gives a scnsc of conquering. The city of Shechem was the first 
residence of the kings of Israel, of the ten tribes. It was one of the 
great holy places and the seat of Samaritan worship. It played an 
important part In lsraelitish history. 

Ecclesiastical Despotism 

But what does the story really mean ? Jacob had just had a wonder- 
ful proof of metaphysics exchanging the objects of sense for the 
ideas of Soul. This object of sense called Esau.-"duplicity, repent- 
ance. sensualism" ( S .  & H. 589: 4-5).-had dogged his footsteps 
all along. and he had just worked out that problem. and then 
immediately there came this experience. What was it? Let's take 
Mrs. Edd>'i dctinition of Levi: "LEVI (Jacob's son). A corporeal 
and scncual belief: mortal man: denial of the fulness of God's 
cre;ition: ecclcs~nstical despotism" (S. & H. 590: 11-13). The story 
of Shechern ;tnd thc slaughter of Shechem by Simeon and Levi is 
simply the story ot' h o ~  Jacob himself had to work out in his own 
thought this ecclesiristical despotism symbolized by his two sons. 
Simeon and Lcvi. 

Remember that these twelve sons of Jacob symbolize the "twelve" 
of demonstrat~on. uhich comes about under all kinds of circum- 
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stances. Sometimes we see it on a pretty low basis and sometimes 
on a higher basis. This measure of demonstration which came to 
Jacob now began to symbolize "the workings of the spiritual idea" 
(S. & H. 562: la), because the symbol passed from Jacob to his 
sons. The symbol at  one tirne was Abraham, then the symbol was 
Isaac, and then the symbol was Jacob. But now the symbol is 
passing to his sons, passing to a measure of demonstration, later 
symbolized in Revelation by the twelve gates of the city. 

Benjamin was not yet born, and before Benjamin could be born 
Jacob had to deal with this claim of ecclesiastical despotism, cruelty, 
and so on, symbolized by Simeon and Levi. You will remember 
what was supposed to be Jacob's blessing on them: "Simeon and 
Levi are brethren; instruments of cruelty are in their habitations. 
0 my soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their assembly, 
mine honour, be not thou united: for in their anger they slew a 
man,"-they crucified the Christ,-"and in their selfwill they digged 
down a wallv-they undermined the system that would protect 
the spiritual idea. "Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and 
their wrath, for it was cruel: I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter 
them in Israel" (Gen. 49: 5-7). Of course, when this blessing was 
written, that had alrea-dy been fulfilled, because the blessing was 
written nearly a thousand years after the time of Jacob. 

You know, every one of us needs to watch that we get rid of 
everything in our nature which is cruel or didactic and which deals 
with the other fellow as though he were something to brush aside. 
A sense of superiority is always ecclesiastical despotism, and if we 
could only learn to know God as Soul and as Spirit and learn to 
name and to bless (and it is the loveliest thing), we would name 
all men as God names them, and ure would bless them, and then we 
would not be afraid of anybody, and we would not deal with others 
in a despotic, dominating, cruel way. Before Jacob could bring 
forth the Benjamin state of thought, he had to see the vileness of 
ecclesiastical despotism and he had to dea with it in his own thought. 

Jacob's Demonstration Consolidated 

Now we come to Chapter 35: "And God said unto Jacob, Arise, 
go up to Beth-el, and dwell there:" Beth-el means "the house of 
God" and it was where Abraham was told to return after he came 
up out of Egypt (see Gen. 13: 3). "And make there an altar unto 
God, that appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of 
Esau thy brotherm-you remember that he spent the night at Beth-el 
and saw the angels of God ascending and descending (see Gen. 28: 
12). "Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were 
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with him. Put away the strange gods that arc Ltmong y o u ,  and be 
clean, and change jour  garments ;"- he u a s  through with ecclesias- 
tical d e s p o t ~ m .  "And let us arise, and go up to Beth-el; and I 
will make thcre an altar unto God. ~ h o  nnwercd mc in the day 
of my distress. and was with me in the way which I went. And they 
gave unto Jacob all the strange gods which were in t h e ~ r  hand, and 
all their ea r r lnp  \t~hich w-ere in their ears: and Jacob hid them under 
the oak which u a s  by Shechem. And they journeyed: and the terror 
of God n a s  upon the cities that were round about them. and they 
did not pursue after the sons of Jacob" (Gen. 35: 1-5). 

"So Jacob came to Luz. which is in t h e  land of Canaan. that IS, 
Beth-el, he and all the people that werc with him. And he built 
there an  altar. and called the place El-beth-el: because there God 
appeared unto him. when he fled from the face of his brother . . . 
And God appeared unto Jacob again. \then he came out of Padan- 
aram, and blessed him. And God said unto him. Thy name is Jacob: 
thy name shall not be called any more Jacob. but Israel shall be 
thy name: and he called his name Israelv-this is the climax. "And 
God said unto him. 1 am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply; 
;i nation and .i company of nations shall be of thee, and kings shall 
come out ot' thy loins: and the land which I gave Abraham and 
Isaac."-to the states of thought represented by Abraham and Isaac, 
-"to thee uill I give rt. and to thy seed after thee will 1 give the 
land. And God went up  from him in the place where he talked 
with him. And Jacoh set up a p~l lar  In the place where he talked 
with him, e\en a pillar of stone:"-a calculus of spiritual thought: 
-"and he poured a drink offering thereon, and he poured oil 
thereon"-inspiration and consecration. "And Jacob called the 
name of the place where God spake with him, Beth-el" (Gen. 35: 
6 ,  7. 9-1 5 1. It is wonderful that immediately that problem of Simeon 
and Levi. that cruelty and ecclesiastical despotism, was uncovered, 
Jacob went t o  Beth-el and set up ''a pillar of stone" and saw in a 
fuller measure that his name was Israel and all that Israel meant. 

You see the ~vonder of the sequence in this story of Jacob. It ic 
the most ordered process. and it comes to you as you understand 
the nature ot' God as Soul reflectins Spirit, uhich names and blesses. 
What we are seeing 1s the beauty of the tapestry woven with the 
threads of' the first chapter of Genesis. 

U'e'\'e got to come to the point where we know what we mean 
when we talk about Mind. Spirit. Soul. and so on. Then we shall 
have a sense that is cast beyond words, and sometimes we shall not 
be able to s>mbolize the spiritual vision ivhich comes to us because 
it will be ".t nameless. incorporeal impartation of divine Love" 
(S. ,& H. 700: 2 - 3 ) .  And then whcn evil presents itself to us. we shall 
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have such a sense of Mind, Spirit, and Soul that the truth will come 
to us as spontaneously as a chord comes to a musician through his 
cultured sense when he hears a discord. The Scriptures give you 
the cultured sense of Science. Jesus said, "Search the scriptures; 
for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which 
testify of me" (John 5 :  39). To-day the Christ-idea is being testified 
of more scientifically and metaphysically than ever before. 

INTERVAL 

The New Tongue Will Become Universal 

You know, we people are learning the new tongue, and the new 
tongue is based on the answer to the question "What is God?" 
"God is incorporeal, divine, supreme, infinite Mind, Spirit, Soul, 
Principle, Life, Truth, Love" (S. & H. 465: 1-10). The day will 
have to come in our experience when we work out every problem 
through the answer to that question. We can't know what effect is 
until we know cause, and the one great cause is Mind, Spirit, Soul, 
Principle, Life, Truth, and Love, and naturally it is infinitely 
operating; that sevenfold aspect of God's nature is infinitely operat- 
ing in a four-dimensional calculus of the Word, the Christ, Christi- 
anity, and Science. These stories in the Bible are to familiarize us 
with the nature of God and how it operates, and to show us how 
to work out all kinds of national and individual problems,- 
problems of sin and problems connected with the birth of the 
spiritual idea. 

Mrs. Eddy climaxed the days of creation by giving their spiritual 
interpretation, and we have learnt something of what they mean 
from Mrs. Eddy's writings, but the tones of those days of creation 
always existed in some measure. They existed in some measure 
before the time of the Bible. Our whole system is built on the age- 
old symbols of the "one" of infinity; the "three" of Life, Truth, 
and Love; the "four" of the Word, the Christ, Christianity, and 
Science; the "seven" of the days of creation, the numerals of con- 
sciousness, and the synonymous terms for God; the "ten" of the 
"seven" applied to the human through the process of analysis, 
uncovering, and annihilation; and the "twelve" of demonstration. 
We are watching all the time the operation of that system, and we 
shall have to learn to speak the new tongue, and to put every detail 
of our lives into God,-into infinite divine Mind, infinite Spirit, 
infinite Soul, infinite Principle, infinite Life, infinite Truth, and 
infinite Love,-and when we learn and understand and live the 
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The Birth of Henjamin 

ui' :011lt' to the birth of Benjamin: "4nd they journeyed 
t'roni k t ; ] - c l .  : ~ n d  t l w c  \\.as hut a little ~ ; i y  to come to Ephrrith: 
and Rxi-c!  t l..ll. ;~;lcd.  ~ i n d  she had hi!rd Iribour. . . . And it came to 
pass. a \  ; I C I .  \ouI \ \ a i  in dt'prir-tin~. ( f i ) r -  she died) that she called 
his n:iriic H L . I ~ - ~ ~ I  : l ~ u t  h i>  I'athcr c;~IIccl hitn Hcrijanlin" (Gcn. 3 5 :  
16. 1 u). "Bc~I-oni" means "son ot' rn j  sor-ron ." but Ben-jamin means 
"son ot' thc right hand." ".4nd R;ichcl d i d .  and \\,as buried in the 
w:iy to 1~phr.tth. nhich is Beth-lehen~" (Cicn. 3 5 :  19): the symbol 
of' thc 1cic~11 1 1 )  .,+ Iiich Jacob had wedded himself had s e r d  its time, 
just as thc \! 1~11x11 S;lr:th rind the s j  nibol Rchckall. served their time. 
and so t t ~ c  .\! r~ibol changed. "As we rise. the s j  nibols disappear." 

".And .Ixc?h set a pillar upon her grave: that is the pillar of 
Rachcl'c Zrali. ~ ~ n t o  this day. And 1sr:icI journcysd. and spread his 
tent bcjwnci thc  t o n w  of Edar. And it came to pass. \\.hen Israel 
dtvelt in tliai land. that Reuben ucnt and lac \vith Bilhah his father's 
concubint:" c (>en. 3 5  : 20.- 22)-they saq that that symbolizes the 
intermingling ~ i t h  a lesser tribe. 

Lift). Truth. and 1,ove in the Divine Infinite Calculus 

"Now tlw wns  01' Jacob %ere t u e l ~ e : "  (Gcn. 35: 22). I want to 
convdcr :~g.ilri uith you these twelvt' wns  of Jacob. because just 
as the foul r cer3 at one point gake an ~ndicri t~on of the U'ord. the 
Chrict. Chr~stianit>. m d  Science. so the tuelve sons of Jacob here 
give ri sen4c ot' the operation of Life. Truth. and Love as the Word, 
a sence of the oper:~tlon of L~fe.  Truth. and Lake as the Chr~st ,  a 
sense of thC  oper~ition of Life. Truth. and Love as Christianity, 
and a st'nrc of the operation of Life. Truth. and Love a \  Science. 
Keeping a plcturc of the Matrix in m ~ n d .  let's consider how Life, 
Truth, and Lokc operate In the Word. In the Christ, in Christian~ty, 
and in S c ~ e n ~ c .  

You knou that tlic climax of thc Word order, which is the seeking 
sense, COT TIC^ ;it the point of Life. Truth. and Love: when, through 
seeking. >our- thought has attained some measure of revelation, that 
is the sense of Life. Truth. and Love in the Word. 

Then you bee Life. Truth. and Love in the C'irrist order, and there 
it appears ;I \  the ~ d e a ~ :  Princ~ple translates ~ t s  own ideal of Life. 
Truth, and Lme to the point of Mmd, or  nian~festation, and that 
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translation of immortal Mind is always followed by the translation 
of mortal mind, because Christ is "The divine manifestation of God, 
which comes to the flesh to destroy incarnate error" (S. & H. 583: 
10-1 1) through analysis, uncovering, and annihilation. So whenever 
you touch the Christ, you have that sense of the ideal being translated 
down to the point of idea, and then at the point of idea or manifesta- 
tion it "comes to the flesh," and there is what Mrs. Eddy calls the 
"Scientific Translation of Mortal Mind" through three degrees (see 
S. & H. 115: 19-3). 

And then you come to the Chrirticrnitv order, and very often the 
Christianity order is inverted. So you start with Christianity reflect- 
ing Science, and you see Life, Truth. and Love as the infinite rela- 
tionship; then you see that relationship of Life, Truth, and Love 
infinitely diversified, classified, and individualized throughout all 
space-Christianity in its own aspect. And then in Christianity 
reflecting the Christ you see the "chain of scientific being" (S. & H. 
271 : 2) focused in the fatherhood and sonship of God as presented 
in the Bible, and then every detail of that relationship, of the one 
and only family,-the fatherhood, sonship, and motherhood of God, 
-is taken back to Principle in Christianity reflecting the Word. 
That inverted order occurs throughout the Bible. T was reading 
to-day a book on the Bible in which it says that it is amazing the 
number of times that the order of the signs of the Zodiac is inverted 
in the Scriptures. Why the order should be inverted none of the 
authorities know, but Mrs. Eddy speaks of proving the rule by 
inversion, and when you come to the proof or demonstration of 
Christianity, there is often this sense of inversion. (See S. & H. 113: 
26-27.) Christianity is always a matter of relationship; it shows the 
one ideal relationship broken up into infinite relationships, where 
every idea reflects the fatherhood, sonship, and motherhood of God, 
and every idea reflects every other idea, and every idea is taken 
back to Principle for the purpose of demonstration. 

In Science you see Life, Truth, and Love in a more absolute way 
as the threefold, essential nature of the ~nfinite divine Principle. 

Reuben, Simeon and Levi, Judah: The Word 

Let's take these twelve sons of Jacob as a symbol of the divine 
infinite calculus. Remember that in this symbol the manifestation 
of the Word, the Christ, Christianity, and Science is very mixed 
with the human; it is mixed up with the relationships of tribes and 
legendary history and so on. But let's see how it brings out some 
sense of the Word, the Christ, Christianity, and Science. 

You remember that at the beginning of Genesis i t  says that 



"darkness %:IS upon the Lice of the deep. . . . And God said, Let 
there be light" (Gen. 1 : 2, 3). As you b q i n  to enquire into Truth. 
o r  Christian Science, a t  first darkness, ignorance, and mythology 
seem to be on the face of the deep things of God : they seem obscure 
and abstract. but eventually the light begins to shine. Simeon and 
Levi are alnays counted as one; so Reuben. Simcon and Levi, and 
Judah symholizc the Word to some extent. You get the seme that 
"darkness upon the face of the deep" and the sense of "And 
God said, Let there be light." The definition of Reuben is: "Cor- 
poreality: sensuality: delusion: mortality; error" (S. & H. 593 : 
12-13). The ticfinition of Levi is: "A corporeal and sensual belief: 
mortal man: denial of the fulness of God's creation: ecclesiastical 
despotism" tS. & H. 590: 11-13)-a little improvement. So Reuben 
and Simeon and Levi are almost like the first degree and the second 
degree. And then comes Judah bringing the sense of "And God 
said. Let there bc light." Out of the line of Judah came Jesus. 
Mrs. Eddy's definition of Judah is "A corporeal material belief 
progressing dnd disappearing; the spiritual understanding of God 
and man appearing" (S. & H. 589 : 23-25). So there is the Word : 
"darkness ii\.:i\ upon the face of the deepv-Reuben (mortal error) 
and Simeon and Levi (ecclesiastical despotism). and then in the 
Judah statc of thought the semblance of the light breaking. 

Dan, Naphtali, Gad: The Christ 

fu'ow u.e come to some sense of the Christ in Dan, Naphtali. 
and Gad. M'e are looking at this symbol from the objective point 
of view all the ~ i a y  through, and so we see the Christ as "The 
divine maniks ta t~on of God,  which comes to the flesh to destroy 
incarnate error " When the Christ begins to come to you in human 
experience, n hat does it d o ?  It comes to you in translation and it 
sho~vs you the phy5ical (the first degree). the moral (the second 
degree). and the  pir ritual (the third degree): as Mrs. Eddy says, 
"In the third delgrec mortal mind disappears. and man as God's 
image appears" (S.  & H. 1 16: 4-5). 

So we come to the Christ in this symbol of the twelve sons, and 
to  me it IS especially interesting that the first of this second group 
of  w n s  is Dan. Nothing can handle :ininial magnetism but the 
C h r i s t b ' T h e  divine manifestation of God, which comes to the flesh 
to destroy incarnate error." Mrs. Eddy's definition of Dan is: 
"Animal magnet~sni: so-called mortal m ~ n d  controlling mortal 
mind: error urorkins out the designs of error: one belief preying 
upon another" (S. Xr H. 583: 26-28). You remember the blessing 
on Dan:  "Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path, 
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that biteth the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall backward" 
(Gen. 49: 17). We are just coming to the point in the third thousand 
years where we touch the Christ, and as soon as that happens, the 
spiritual idea goes down into Egypt, because the Christ forces it 
to do so. It begins to translate mortal mind out of itself through 
analysis, uncovering, and annihilation. As soon as we touch Soul 
as Soul, the Christ begins to be manifest. 

And then there is Naphtali. The tribe of Naphtali was a success- 
ful one, but Mrs. Eddy does not define him. Naphtali's asset was 
physical courage-it is like the moral. The blessing on Naphtali 
was: "Naphtali is a hind let loose: he giveth goodly words" (Gen. 
49: 21). "Goodly wordsM-just words. There you get the second 
degree, with its transitional qualities. It is like religion; it gives 
"goodly words" and thinks it can get away with it. And then you 
come to Gad: "GAD (Jacob's son). Science; spiritual being under- 
stood; haste towards harmony" (S. & H. 586: 21-22). 

That sequence is very clearly illustrated in the life of Jesus. Of' 
course, the symbolism of the twelve tribes was fulfilled in the 
demonstration of Jesus, and, as you know, he said, "I have over- 
come the world" (John 16: 33). He handled animal magnetism 
(Dan) to perfection. He exposed the hopelessness of just the moral 
(Naphta1i)-he called it "whited sepulchres" (Matt. 23: 27). Mrs. 
Eddy says of Jesus, "He was at work in divine Science" (S. & H. 
53: 10-1 I), and the definition of Gad ("Science; spiritual being 
understood ; haste towards harmony") gives a wonderful sense of 
the Christ. Never has the world seen so much "haste towards 
harmony" as in Jesus' demonstration-in three years he fulfilled 
his mission. 

Asher, Issachar, Zebulun: Christianity 

And so you come to Christianity and you see the order inverted 
-the essence of Christianity first and the uncovering afterwards. 
First there is Asher: "ASHER (Jacob's son). Hope and faith; spiritual 
compensation; the ills of the flesh rebuked" (S. & H. 581 : 15-16). 
The blessing on Asher was: "Out of Asher his bread shall be fat, 
and he shall yield royal dainties" (Gen. 49: 20). Mrs. Eddy's defini- 
tion of Asher is a good description of Christianity as it existed 
after the time of Jesus-"Hope and faith; spiritual compensation: 
the ills of the flesh rebuked." 

And then there is Issachar. Issachar means "hire;" you remember 
how Leah had Issachar after eating her son Reuben's mandrakes, 
love-apples. The theory is, according to the Talmud, that the 
Sanhedrin drew from the tribe of Issachar its most intellectual 
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memhcrs. Arl~i after the time of Jesus n great measure of' intel- 
lectualisn~ c a w  into Christianity. Intellectualism came in on a very 
low basis--a material sense of religion. Mrs. Eddy defines lssachar 
in this w j . :  " l w ~ o r . \ ~  (Jacob's son). A corporeal belief: the off- 
sprins of error; cnvy: hatred: seltishness: self-will; lust" (S. & H. 
589: 1-3). Th;tt \\:is symbolized in the Dark Ages. After the time 
of Jesus and thc hcginning of Christianity came the Dark Ages. 

Then tliert. is Zsbulun. The hlescing on Zcbulun was: "Zebulun 
shall dwell at the hakm of' the sea: and he shall be for an haven 
of ships: nncl 3is bordcr shall be unto Zidon" t Gen. 49 : 13). Zebulun 
played a w r )  unirnportant role in Jewish history. So in this sequence 
of Ashcr. I\.;.icha~-. and Zebulun you see symbolized the Christianity 
that came nt'rcr Sesus, and then the Dark Ages, which were the out- 
come of a nit.i.cly intellecturil sense ot'religion. and then an ineffective 
sense of religion-uithout works. Men such as Constantine took 
Christi;tnit!. .13 the u.orld had rcccivcd it from Jesus-"hope and 
faith : spirit u:\l c-ompensation : the ills of the flesh rebukedw-and 
made it ;I question ot' creeds and doctrines rind dogmas. 

,Joseph (Ephraim and Manasseh) and Benjamin: Science 

And thcn \oil come to the clirnax of this symbol of the twelve 
sons. Joscpli is counted as two. because his sons Ephraim and 
Manasseh formed the dominant tribes of Israel, and so with the 
addition ot' Hcniamin you see the "three" of Life. Truth, and Love 
as Science. \r.ou remember the blessing on Joseph. the woman sense 
(see Gen. 45): 22-26). Mrs. Eddy's definition is: "JOSEPH. A cor- 
poreal mortal: a higher sense of Truth rebuking mortal belief, or 
error. and chouing the immortality and supremacy of Truth; pure 
affection blessing its enemies" (S. 8: H. 589: 19-22). I don't know 
any greater blessing than naming divinely-that is the way that 
pure affec~ion hlesses its enemies. Out of the Joseph state of thought 
came Ephrnirri and Manasseh, and after the dispersal of the Northern 
Kingdom follon-ing on the defeat by the Assyrians in 722 R.C. they 
were thc chic!' tribes which took Christianity out into the world. 

And finall? comes Benjamin, ivhom we haven't yet considered. 
Jrtcob's hlcssin_e on Benjamin was supposed to be: "Benjamin shall 
ravin as a uolt': in the morning he shall devour the prey. and at 
night he shall divide the spoil" (Gen. 49: 27). Mrs. Eddy's definition 
of Benj;tmin i.4: "BFSJ:\MIN (Jacob's son). A physical belief as to 
life, substance. and mind; human knowledge. or so-called mortal 
mind. devoted to matter; pride; envy; fame: illusion; a false belief; 
error masqut:racling as the possessor of life. strength, animation, and 
power to act"--that is one of the most wonderful descriptions of 
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the world of to-day that 1 have cver seen. It is a wonderful descrip- 
tion of what material science has done to the world in the present 
age; this is the age of power, of the lust for power, the age of 
personal sense. And then follows the truth about Benjamin:- 
"Renewal of affections; self-offering; an improved state of mortal 
mind; the introduction of a more spiritual origin; a gleam of the 
infinite idea of the infinite Principle; a spiritual type; that which 
comforts, consoles, and supports" (S. & H. 582: 4-13). "A gleam" 
-that is what we have to-day; we have just a gleam "of the infinite 
idea of the infinite Principle." Mrs. Eddy says that the Holy Ghost 
(the Comforter) is "the development of eternal Life, Truth, and 
Love" (S. & H. 588: 7-8), and so that which comforts must under- 
stand "the development of eternal Life, Truth, and Love." 

The Divine Infinite Calculus in Operation 

And so Benjamin is the climax of the twelve tribes, which show, 
as Mrs. Eddy says, "the workings of the spiritual idea." Let mc 
read you again what Mrs. Eddy says about the twelve tribes. That 
statement has more in it than we have dreamt of yet. I read it to 
you last week, but I would like you to ponder it very, very care- 
fully :-"The spiritual idea is crowned with twelve stars. The twelve 
tribes of Israel with all mortals,-separated by belief from man's 
divine origin and the true idea,-will through much tribulation yield 
to the activities of the divine Principle of man in the harmony of' 
Science. These are the stars in the crown of rejoicing. They are the 
lamps in the spiritual heavens of the age, which show the worlungs 
of the spiritual idea by healing the sick and the sinning, and by 
manifesting the light which shines 'unto the perfect day7 as the 
night of materialism wanes" (S. Sr H. 562: 11-21). In that statement 
you can see the operation of the Word dispelling the darkness, the 
operation of the Christ coming to the flesh to destroy animal 
magnetism, the operation of Christianity giving a sense of hope 
and faith, and the operation of Science both dispelling the false 
sense of Benjamin (the lust for power and the so-called materially 
scientific belief of life in matter) and establishing the true sense of 
Benjamin. And so you see a picture there of the operation of the 
divine infinite calculus. Wherever you find the "twelve," it always 
symbolizes the operation in some measure of Life, Truth, and Love, 
-the "three,"-as the Word, the Christ, Christianity, and Science, 
-the "four." 

Of course, our thought rises all the time. We begin by seeing the 
days of creation, and then we begin to see what those days of crea- 
tion mean, and then we see something of the synonymous terms for 
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God, but more and more as we grow in thought we think in terms 
of the Word. the Christ, Christianity. and Science, which show those 
synmymous terms in operation.The operation of the infinite calculus 
is the ,t.orkiilz of the spiritual idea, and so that is why we are consider- 
ing hlind as >lind, Mind as Spirit. Mind as Soul, Spirit as Mind, 
Spirit as Spirit. Spirit as Soul, and so on. M'e have hardly begun as 
yet. The prophets symbolized the working of the spiritual idea in 
their "seed-plot:" that is why they give three statements in the first 
day. three statements in the second day, five statements in the 
third day. five statements in the fourth day, four statements in the 
fifth day. seven statements in the sixth day. and two statements in 
the seventh day. Do you imagine that the most important thing in 
all the ~ . o r l d  nas written casually? Of course i t  i\.asn't. These men 
had the spiritual vision, and then they symbolized it perfectly. They 
couldn't h ~ k e  symbolized it unless they had the vision subjectively. 
And then they Mere nise enough to take the symbols which men had 
always known, the symbols ~vhich had come down through the ages, 
and to put t l i m  into one story. To-day we have to learn its tones, 
feel them. touch them, live them, love them, and prove them. 

"Lively Stones" 

As I hate said to you. each one of us has three distinct things to 
do. We've got to start by understanding this Science and proving 
it ourselves: the onus. the responsibility, is on us to understand 
and prove it.  and if u e  don't start there, we don't start-we're just 
"quitters." Then the second thins we've got to do is to strengthen 
our fellow Christian Scientists. to help those who are really in 
earnest to culture their understanding: we've got to see that "the 
platoons of Christian Science" are "thoroughly drilled'' (Un. 6: 
25-27). And, thirdly, we've got to go in the very simplest way and 
give Science to Mr. Everyman; we've got to have enough of the 
Mind of Christ to give it to him. 

Those three things are essential, but we start by loving, living, 
and proving Science ourselves. If we build on that basis, we shall 
build a true "church," a state of consciousness. a "church" of 
"lively stones" t I Peter 2: 5 ) ,  of individuals who are thinkers and 
Christians. ho other church will stand but that of true inspiration 
and true individuality-"the structure of Truth and Love" (S. & 
H. 583: 12). To-day the working of materialism is such that unless 
your house is built absolutely on the rock, it just can't stand. If 
you try to build your house half on matter and half on Spirit, it 
will surely PdIi about your ears-it can't stand. 



Joseph's Inspiration 

To go on with the story: in Chapter 36 all the generations of 
Esau are given in full, but of course the genealogy is quite fictitious. 
And then Chapter 37 begins: "And Jacob dwelt in the land wherein 
his father was a stranger, in the land of Canaan. These are the 
generations of Jacob." Although it says, "These are the generations 
of Jacob," it goes straight on with: "Joseph, being seventeen years 
old, was feeding the flock with his brethren" (Gen. 37 : 1, 2). There 
is no genealogy or anything of that kind at this point, any more 
than John gives a historical record of Jesus. It simply says, "Joseph, 
being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brethren;" 
-"seventeen" is the symbol which was used several times in the 
story of the ark (the "seventeenth day of the month," and so on), 
and it indicates the "seven" and the "ten,"-the "seven" applied to 
the human through analysis, uncovering, and annihilation. 

"Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he 
was the son of his old age; and he made him a coat of many colours" 
-Jacob gave to Joseph a sense of the days of creation symbolized 
as the colours of the spectrum, just as Noah had symbolized them 
as the colours of the rainbow. "And when his brethren saw that 
their father loved him more than all his brethren, they hated him, 
and could not speak peaceably unto him. And Joseph dreamed a 
dream, and he told it his brethren: and they hated him yet the more. 
And he said unto them, Hear, I pray you, this dream which I have 
dreamed: for, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, 
lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, behold, your 
sheaves stood round about, and made obeisance to my sheaf. And 
his brethren said to him, Shalt thou indeed reign over us? or shalt 
thou indeed have dominion over us? And they hated him yet the 
more for his dreams, and for his words. And he dreamed yet another 
dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed 
a dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven 
stars made obeisance to me" (Gen. 37: 3-9)-he had a glimpse of 
the fourth day of creation. He saw Principle and its idea and the 
workings of it. 

"And he told it to his father, and to his brethren: and his father 
rebuked him, and said unto him, What is this dream that thou 
hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed 
come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth? And his brethren 
envied him; but his father observed the saying" (Gen. 37 : 10, 1 1). 
Now, Joseph was the son of Jacob and he was part-the chief 
part-of that which symbolized the demonstration of the divine 
infinite calculus. The historians' theory is that just as Tsaac was a 
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link to associate Abraham with Jacob, just so Joseph was a link 
to associate the Israelites who remained in Canaan with the Israelites 
who went down into Egypt. Mrs. Eddy says that "God gives the 
lesser idea of Himself for a link to the zreater" (S .  & FI. 518: 13-14). 
These links are necessary: they are part of the prophetic symboliza- 
tion. And there is no doubt that the story of Joseph is the most 
inspired sto N. 

"nandering in the Field" 

"And his brethren went to feed their father's flock in Shechem. 
And Israel said unto Joseph, Do not thy brethren feed the flock in 
Shechem? come, and I will send thee unto them. And he said to 
him, Here am I. And he said to him, Go. I pray thee, see whether 
it be well kvith thy brethren, and well \vith the flocks; and brin9 
me word again. So he sent him out of the bale of Hebron. and he 
came to Shechem. And a certain man found him, and, behold, he 
was wandering in the field: and the man asked him, saying, What 
seekest thou ? ,4nd he said, I seek my brethren: tell me, I pray thee, 
where they feed their flocks" (Gen. 37: 12- 16). 

You and I have the same experience. Joseph was a type of the 
coming of Science: \\.ell, Science comes to y o u  and me, but some- 
times we are found "wandering in the field." and that means that 
we are not ~l\ing it specifically. The story goes on to tell how Joseph 
was sold into bondage in Egypt, because he was not handling 
animal magnetism. Like so many of us. instead of understanding 
the infinite itisas of the infinite Principle, as you would understand 
the ideas of any  science, and instead of applying them intelligently 
to the problem of evil and helping our fellon-men to see the whole 
story, Joseph was "wandering in the field." \!.hen you are "wan- 
dering in the jield," you next find yourself in the ditch! Let's be 
principled: let's he honest; let's face the fact that ive are engaged 
in understandins and demonstrating. and helping mankind to under- 
stand and demonstrate, the most exact Science in the world, and 
that it demands from us "absolute consecration of thought, energy, 
and desire" (S. & H. 3 : 16). 

The Education of the Future 

In human experience there are both bad habits and good habits. 
The sweetest habit in all the world, the habit that pays the most 
dividends in health and happiness and holiness, the most Christlike 
habit in all the world, is thinking-thinkins intelligently, thinking 
scientificallq. and thinking on a spiritual basis.-and unless we're 
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prepared to give to Science "absolute consecration of thought, 
energy, and desire" (S. Sr. H. 3: 16)' we shall never get anywhere. 
It is all a matter of education. Mrs. Eddy says, "The education of 
the future will be instruction, in spiritual Science, against the material 
symbolic counterfeit sciences" (Mis. 61 : 4-6). As a matter of fact, 
a man wrote to me to-day:-"If we can get this to the children, it 
will indeed be like the grain of mustard seed and will grow into a 
mighty tree. The young are so unbiased, so responsive, and they 
take it so naturally. I visualize we shall have metaphysical colleges 
everywhere, teaching the pure Science of Christian Science through 
the Bible and the Christian Science textbook. We shall gain the 
idiom as we proceed. It will be a divine afflatus." That is absolutely 
true. 

The Comforter Comes To-day as Science 

We are beginning to see the story of the Bible and to appreciate 
that it is measured, absolutely measured, and wholly spiritual. 
When once you touch it in its spiritually scientific nature, it abides 
with you, and it never leaves you. As I said to you, once you've 
learnt to swim, you can always swim. Once you've learnt to ride, 
you can always ride. If you learn this Science, you've got it for 
good. If you know a little more of God to-day than you knew 
yesterday, then you have already known the worst hell you will 
ever know, because you know more of heaven, and you have more 
ofthe Mind of Christ. The Mind of Christ is the vastest, the most 
intelligent, and the most scientific thing in the world; it is the opera- 
tion of the divine infinite calculus in thought. If you have something 
of the Mind of Christ in your thought, from that moment you can 
never turn back, because the impulsion, the inspiration, the divine 
afflatus of it, is beyond words. When you have the Mind of Christ, 
you hear the angels sing, and that singing is the most perfect music 
in the world and the sweetest music in the world, and it is the only 
musk that will lead mankind out of the hell of materialism. 

Mrs. Eddy has shown us in her textbook the Science of Christi- 
anity. Because we have studied her textbook, we have now begun 
to understand the story of the Bible, and so the Bible and "Science 
and Health" are being wedded. As we understand the Bible, our 
understanding of the Christian Science textbook will grow and grow. 
The Bible is the story of the fatherhood of God and the sonship of 
God, and Mrs. Eddy's textbook is the story of the womanhood 
of God and the motherhood of God, and they are indissolubly 
wedded, because it takes the two books to give the full sense of 
Life, Truth, and Love. 
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You hnon.  ~ r s ' ~ e  got to p~l t  everjdung \\e have into mahing 
this Science our own. There nil1 be no true progress otherwise. 
Some day you'\re got to make it your o\\.n.-you can't escape it. 
If you Icarn t t ~  think. if you learn to ponder the ideas of God, if you 
learn to pra! (and tilling your thoucght ~vith God is the only prayer), 
you will be ~ihle to name and you will be able to bless,-you will 
understand the nature of God as Soul operating as Spirit,-and you 
will gain some sense of that symbol called Jacob. With the story 
of Joseph going down into Egypt you begin to get the sense of Soul 
as Soul,-- t l i ~ i t  Soul sense I+-hich destroys the tares and gathers the 
wheat into the barn. That is uhat  Joseph had. After that comes 
the story of Jloscs. u.hich shows y o u  h o ~  to identify God and to 
identify all things vtith God. 

Yaw.. ict this Science come in to you; let it be real and living to 
you. l+'c.'\e y o t  a mrtrvellous opportunity. You may think to your- 
self, " I t '  I hiid heen there in the time of Jesus. how I would have 
listened to him!" Well, there's a greater gospel being preached 
to-day. Jesus said, "It is expedient for you that 1 go away: for if 
I go not away. the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I 
depart. I bill send him unto you . . . \!.hen he, the Spirit of truth, 
is come. he will guide you into all truth" (John 16: 7, 13). The 
Science of the Christ is the "Spirit of truth" which Jesus promised. 
He said that the kingdom of heaven was "like unto leaven, which 
a woman took. and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole 
was leavened" ( Matt. 13: 33). And so if you think that it' you had 
lived in the time of' Jesus you would have listened to him, then 
listen to tne story of Science, because the system he demonstrated 
has come to-day as the Comforter. It has come, without any human 
accompan~mcnts. 3s true consc io~isne~~,  as true manhood, as the 
Christ-idea. So be in earnest, and then you will get somewhere. 



TALK NO. 20 

(March 2nd, 1948) 

JOSEPH-I 

The Twelve Tribes (contd.) 
Joseph Sold into Egypt 

Joseph: Historical Theories 

We are coming now to the story of Joseph, and I notice that a 
good many of the commentaries say that Joseph, like Isaac, is just 
a link; they say that he is a Link between the sagas of Jacob and 
the sagas of Moses, but as a definite symbol of spiritual things 
the story of Joseph is really wonderful, and I think you will agree 
with me. 

There were two schools of thought regarding lsraelitish history. 
One of these schools of thought considered that Tsraelitish history 
started when Abraham came out of Ur  of the Chaldees and went 
into Canaan, and that the Israelites never left Canaan,-that there 
was no sojourn in Egypt at  all. The other school of thought con- 
sidered that Israelitish history really started with Moses, when the 
Israelites were led out of Egypt and became a nation. The Priestly 
writers had to do the best they could to conform the two views. 

Let's remember what we are considering. We are considering how 
the great prophets of Israel took all the history, saga, folk-lore, and 
myth that had come down through the ages, and used it to illustrate 
that scheme of things given in the first chapter of Genesis. As you 
know, Mrs. Eddy says, "Subsequent Bible revelation is coordinate 
with the Science of creation recorded in the first chapter of Genesis" 
(S. & H. 537 : 22-24). The rest of the Old Testament was brought into 
accord with that scheme, that "seed-plot," those "root-notions," by 
the same men who wrote the first chapter of Genesis. 

These prophets had two great aims. First of all they were intensely 
interested in symbolizing the ideas of God so that men in all ages 
could use them; they showed that they were not something for to-day 
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or to-morro\s-. hut for eternity. and they symbolized them in every 
way they could think 01: They used nations. trihec. objects. sentiment, 
numbers. and nnything they could think of  to ?i\,e men a right idea of 
how they could la!. hold on the things o f  God. That ~vris their tirst 
motive. Their second motive Lias to sho~ \  that thc spiritual idea had 
come to mankind through the Israelitish nation. They \\,ere all the 
time working to show those two things. 

So w h e ~  wc read the qtories of Jacob or Joseph. for instance. just 
remember t h t  we are not considering \{.hat happened historically. 
The historical consideration of the Bible has amounted to very little. 
because historically the Bible is most inaccuratc, t o  say the least. I f  
you read the authorities on the Bible, qou  ill find that there are 
hardly two w h o  agree on anything. Most of the commentaries spend 
a lot of time pointing out what they consider to be the contradictions 
in the Bible. Rut it \\,as not written for the purpose of recording 
history: it was \i ritten to show men in any age ho\v to understand and 
utilize the ideas of God, and those ideas were symbolized definitely. 
as all subjects are-as engineering is, as music is, as mathematics is. 

Before considering this Joseph story, I just ~vant to read you a 
short extract from The Clarendon Bible which I think gives the whole 
picture from a historical point of view :- 

Hence rherc is nothing in the Joseph story itself to give us any guidance as 
to the period of Egyptian history in which the events there recorded took place. 
It seems tnoct proh~ble that the narrator. H ho is nwst Irkcly the Jahvist, has 
used a popular folk-story with a mothe very comnion in the East to form the 
basis of a story ~vhich provides an elcplanat~on for the Hebrew tradition of a 
sojourn in E e  pt. and which serves as a link between the cycle of sagas belonging 
to the carly period of Hebrew settlement in Canaan and the cycle of sagas which 
have Moscs for their ccntral figure, thus unifying two divergent traditions 
concerning the call of Israel. 

So the historical theory is that this story of Joseph is just a link to 
bring two traditions together. One tradition was that lsraelitish 
history began M hen Abraham went into the land of Canaan and that 
the Israelites stayed there. and the other tradition was that they 
didn't stay long in Canaan and that the majority of them bent down 
into Egypt because of the famine. and that then Moses unified them 
and b rou~h t  them out. and the nation really started from that time. 
But as a matter ot'ktct Joseph is the most wonderful spiritual symbol. 

They HAD to Go Down into Egypt 

Last week we considered the twelve sons of Jacob, and we saw how 
these tLve1c.e sons of Jacob, like so many of the "twelves" in the Bible, 
illustrrtte demonstration. N.e have seen all the nay through the Bible 
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record how the symbol has changed. The symbol changed from 
Adam to Noah, and then the symbol changed from Noah to 
Abraham, and then from Abraham to Isaac, and then it changed to 
Jacob, and then we saw it changing to the twelve sons of Jacob, 
symbolizing a measure of demonstration. The spiritual idea ceased 
to be symbolized by the personal or the individual, and it began to 
be symbolized by the "twelve" of the operation of the essential nature 
of God,-Life, Truth, and Love,-as the Word, the Christ, Christi- 
anity, and Science. 

It is so interesting that Joseph was the apex of this whole symbol of 
"twelve." The important aspect of the "twelve" was Joseph, and the 
Joseph state of thought had to come into play. What Joseph really 
did is a thing that you and I inevitably have to learn to do: Joseph led 
the ascending sense of the Christ-idea down into Egypt, just as 1 
often try to show you people how to handle animal magnetism. 
Remember that Mrs. Eddy defines "Christ" as "The divine mani- 
festation of God, which comes to the flesh to destroy incarnate error" 
(S. & H. 583: 10-1 1). The Israelites had to go down into Egypt. I t  
says in the Creed. as I reminded you, that Jesus "descended into hell," 
and that simply means that he plumbed the depths of iniquity. When 
Truth comes to you through the Christ-idea,-the translation of 
Life, Truth, and Love through Soul, Spirit, and Mind,-it begins to 
translate mortal mind out of itself through analysis, uncovering, and 
annihilation. Mrs. Eddy said that she never knew a pupil who really 
understood the handling of evil (see Mis. 292: 28-l), and it is very 
difficult to get people to see the necessity of the scientific process of 
analyzing, uncovering, and annihilating the claim of evil, but it must 
be done if we are going to overcome evil. The Christ-idea comes to 
you and it shows you intelligently how to analyze, uncover, and 
annihilate the claim of mortality. 

Joseph at the pinnacle of this "twelve" of demonstration began 
to lead them down into Egypt, and they had to go. Joseph opened 
the way for them. Later, Moses led them out of Egypt and broke 
up the claim of animal magnetism by handling it to perfection. 
The story of Joseph is the most wonderful story, and anybody who 
understands it will see what Mrs. Eddy tried for years to show her 
movement. She said, "I shall not forget the cost of investigating, 
for this age, the methods and power of error" (Mis. 222: 29-30). 
Look at the conditions in the world to-day: animal magnetism, 
or evil, is making fools of people, blinding reason, blinding decency, 
blinding everything that is worth-while, and making men hate and 
suspect and destroy each other. People don't see what is going on; 
they don't know how to analyze the situation; they don't know the 
answer. Why? Because men have never really learnt how to use the 
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Christ In analysis. uncovering, and annihilation. The truth is that no 
one ever knew how to analyze, uncover. and annihilate evil as Jesus 
did until Lf rs. Eddy showed us. 

If you take every case of Jesus' healing recorded in the Bible and 
examine i t  c:lrefully, you will find in it a perfect process of analysis. 
uncovering, and annihilation. Take one instance: the man let down 
through the roof. I t  was obvious that he had locomotor-ataxia, which 
is caused by venereal disease. Jesus knew the claim, and he knew that 
the human mind was saying, "This man has sinned and he must 
sutrer," so he said to him, "Thy sins be forgiven thee" (Mark 2: 5). 
He analyzed t h e  situation, brought the error to the surface, and 
destroyed it. .4nd we must learn to do that to-day. 

" Anglo-Israel" 
Mrs. Eddy made a prophecy at the end of the last century which is 

going to be iulfil1ed:- 
"For Anglo-Israel, lo! 
Is marching under orders; 

His hand averts the blow" (My. 337: 20-22).  

It has long been necessary for the salvation of mankind that 
England and America should come together, but malicious animal 
magnetism has tried to keep them apart. They have been jealous of 
each other and suspicious of each other, they have derided each other, 
and they haien't been willing to come together; it took the last war 
to start to bring them together, and it is taking the present danger 
of war to bring them together to-day. Right before our eyes in the 
world we are going to see the fulfilment of that prophecy of Mrs. 
Eddy's. h e  are certainly going to see the unity of the English-speaking 
peoples, but why couldn't we have seen it long ago without all the 
delay and suffering? Because we haven't understood the workings of 
evil or how to deal with it,-how to analyze, uncover, and annihilate 
it. We haire just gone on blindly, hoping that a little, superficial sense 
of good ~ o u l d  overcome evil. It won't. Would a little, superficial 
sense of music correct discords in music'? Would a little, superficial 
sense of mathematics correct mistakes in mathematics? Would a 
little. superficial sense of engineering correct faults in engineering? 
Of course not. It needs a cultured sense of the subject to analyze, 
uncover. anti annihilate mistakes. 

The Focus of Inspiration Changes 

The development of the spiritual idea through the Hebrew people 
had come to the point where there was this measure of demonstration 
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of the spiritual idea. The symbol of the spiritual idea was ceasing to be 
Jacob and was becoming the twelve sons of Jacob. Now, on the face 
of it, it looks as though some of these sons of Jacob weren't too good, 
and that is perfectly true, but you know that you can see the Word, 
the Christ, Christianity, and Science operating in all stages and 
degrees of thought. Suppose a small boy begins to use mathematics 
in the humblest way: he is still using addition, subtraction, and so on, 
although in a very small way. So you find that Mrs. Eddy gives many 
illustrations of the Word, of the Christ, of Christianity, and of Science 
and at many stages of thought. You remember that we saw a symboli- 
zation of the fourfold calculus of reality in the four rivers in the second 
chapter of Genesis (see Gen. 2: 10-14), and here we come to another 
illustration of it in the twelve sons. Joseph was the pinnacle of this 
symbol, and I was very interested to see that one of the commentaries 
says that the focus of inspiration had now passed from Jacob to 
Joseph. Joseph might have been a link, but he was a great link. The 
story of Joseph is the record, as you will see, of how the inspiration 
which brings demonstration forces us to handle evil. We begin to 
have demonstration, but in order to maintain scientific demonstration 
we have to learn how to analyze, uncover, and annihilate the claims 
of evil in manifold detail. 

The Twelve Tribes a Symbol of Human History 

Before we go any further, let's go back and consider the twelve 
sons of Jacob again. I want to impress them on your thought, and I 
want you to see how they indicate the Word, the Christ, Christianity, 
and Science. But remember that the Word may be symbolized by "and 
darkness was upon the face of the deep . . . And God said, Let there 
be light," or it may be symbolized by "Divine Science, the Word of 
God, saith to the darkness upon the face of error, 'God is All-in-all,' 
and the light of ever-present Love illumines the universe" (S. & H. 
503 : 12-15), or it may be symbolized in countless other ways. So you 
must know the tones of the Word, the Christ, Christianity, and 
Science in order to see them operating under all circumstances. The 
Word is infinite and it operates infinitely in every phase of thought; 
and it is the same with the Christ and Christianity and Science. I want 
to remind you again of these twelve sons of Jacob from whom the 
twelve tribes developed, and I want it focused in your thought 
because I feel that we have reached a most important point in the 
history of the development of the spiritual idea; the development of 
the spiritual idea was most clearly bound up with the history of the 
twelve tribes. 

You remember what I read you from "Science and Health:" 
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"The spiritual idea is crowned with twelve stars1*--those "twelve 
stars" always synlbolize the operation of Life. Truth. and Love 
(the essential nature of God) as the nrord.  the Christ. Christianity. 
and Science: that is the "twelve"-3 . 4. "The t~vslve tribes of  
Israel with all mortals.-separated by belief from man's divine origin 
and the true idea.---will through much tribulation yield to the 
activities of the di\,ine Principle of man in thc harmony of Science. 
These are the starc in the crown of rejoicing. They are the lamps in 
the spiritual heavens of the age. which show the workings of the 
spiritual idea by healing the sick and the sinning, and by manifesting 
the light v:hich shines 'unto the  perfect day' :IS t h e  night of materia- 
lism wanes" (S. & H. 562 : 1 1-2 1 ). That gives the whole picture. 
"Anglo-Israel." which Mrs. Eddy talks about in her poem. was not 
meant literall!: she speaks of  "The lo\.e for God and man" as the 
"battle-plan" of "Anglo-Ismel" ( M y .  238: 2. 4). If we individually 
express that "love for God and man" by "healing the sick and the 
sinning, and by manifesting the light ~ . h i c h  shines 'unto the perfect 
day.' " then 1k.e are " Anglo-Israel." If the English-speaking peoples 
exhibit in a greater degree than other peoples that "love for God and 
man," then they are "Anglo-Israel." but they will have to prove what 
they believe to he true.-that they hakre in their democracy that "love 
for God and man." 

Now, Joscph and his two sons seem to be important in this 
connection. They symbolize the \vomrin sense. Science was dis- 
covered in America and came to Britain. and indeed the vast majority 
of Christian Scientists are among the English-speaking peoples. 
Science comes through the woman sense, the sense of motherhood. 
and it takes the mother sense. which has the "love for God and man." 
to inherit it. 

Remember that all these symbols we are considering are to d o  
with now. If they u.ere just to d o  with history, they wouldn't be worth 
very much. but they are to d o  with now.. It' the story of Jacob is a 
symbol that tcachcs humanity how to w r k  out some problem 
(and it is), then it is wonderful. If the t ~ . e l v s  sons are a symbol to  
show you how to work out a problem in your life (and they are), 
then they are all-important to-day. It is my firm conviction that the 
thing that will hvork out humanity's problem to-day is a right under- 
standing of the sons of Jacob, and especially of Joseph. You will see 
that without Joseph the sons of Jacob wouldn't have gone down into 
Egypt and they wouldn't have had that experience which Moses 
brought to them. They were able to go d o ~ v n  to Egypt through Joseph, 
and later Moses came and destroyed for them the beliefs of the human 
mind. symbolized by Esypt, and brought them out into the Promised 
Land. To-day that very thing has got to happen. These twelve sons 
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are a symbol of what is happening in your individual experience and 
in the world, and 1 am convinced beyond a shadow of doubt that 
nothing means more to-day than to understand what Mrs. Eddy says 
on page 562 of her textbook about the symbol of the twelve tribes of 
Israel. If at this point we get a clear sense of this picture of the 
twelve sons and see what they symbolize, then we can follow the 
whole story right through the Bible with the greatest clarity. So let's 
consider it very carefully. 

Reuben, Simeon and Eevi, Judah: The Word 

You remember how the first three sons symbolize the Word. First 
of all there was Reuben, and the blessing on Reuben was: "Reuben, 
thou art my firstborn, my might, and the beginning of my strength, 
the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power: unstable as 
water, thou shalt not excel; because thou wentest up to thy father's 
bed; then defiledst thou it: he went up to my couch" (Gen. 49: 3, 4) 
-the historical theory is that the tribe of Reuben associated with an 
inferior tribe. Mrs. Eddy gives as her definition of Reuben: "REUBEN 
(Jacob's son). Corporeality; sensuality; delusion; mortality; error" 
(S. & H. 593 : 12-1 3). If the twelve sons have no significance spiri- 
tually, then Mrs. Eddy's definitions of nine of them in the "Glossary" 
have very little point, but of course they are of the highest value as 
symbols of "the workings of the spiritual idea." 

You remember that the Word in perhaps its sinlplest sense is 
symbolized by "and darkness was upon the face of the deep . . . And 
God said, Let there be light" (Gen. 1 : 2, 3); the first three sons give 
just that sense. Reuben represents the "darkness upon the face of the 
deepw-"Corporeality ; sensuality; delusion; mortality; error." Then 
come Simeon and Levi, who are always treated as one in the Bible. 
The blessing on them was: "Simeon and Levi are brethren; instru- 
ments of cruelty are in their habitations. 0 my soul, come not thou 
into their secret; unto their assembly, mine honour, be not thou 
united: for in their anger they slew a man,"--they tried to kill the 
Christ-idea,-"and in their selfwill they digged down a wall" (Gen. 
49 : 5,6). There is no definition of Simeon in Mrs. Eddy's "Glossary," 
but Levi is defined in this way: "LEVI (Jacob's son). A corporeal and 
sensual belief; mortal man; denial of the fulness of God's creation; 
ecclesiastical despotism" (S. & H. 590: 11-13). Ecclesiastical des- 
potism crucified Jesus, and so we read, "in their anger they slew a 
man, and in their selfwill they digged down a wallw-"wall" symbo- 
lizes system. Ecclesiastical despotism would undermine the system of 
divine metaphysics which is the only thing that can save mankind. 
The blessing ends: "Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and their 
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wrath, for ~t was cruel: 1 will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them 
in Israel" (Gen. 49: 7). And of course that was fulfilled in !he history 
of those tribes. the tribe of Levi became attendants at the Temple and 
the tribe of Simeon was absorbed by Judah. The tribe of Reuben was 
absorbed by Gad. So you have the sense of "and darkness was upon 
the face of thc deep" (Gen. I : 2) in Reuben and in Simeon and Levi. 
The darkness in Simeon and Levi,-ecclesiastical despotism,-was in 
a way morz respectable than the darkness of Reuben. 

And then comes Judah, and the light begins to break-"And 
God said, Let there be light" (Gen. 1 : 3). Judah became the firstborn 
because of Reuben's sin and because of the raping of Shechem by 
Simeon and Levi, and out of the line of Judah came Jesus. The blessing 
on Judah was: "Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise: 
thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies: thy father's children 
shall bow dowm before thee. Judah is a lion's whelp: from the prey, 
my son, thou u t  gone up: he stooped down, he couched as a lion, 
and as an old lion: ivho shall rouse him up? The sceptre shall not 
depart from J ~ ~ d a h .  nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until 
Shiloh conic; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be. 
Binding his foal unto the vine, and his ass's colt unto the choice 
vine; he w ~ s h e d  his garments in wine, and his clothes in the blood 
of grapes: his eyes shall be red with wine, and his teeth white with 
milk" (Gen. 49: 8-12). Mrs. Eddy defines Judah (she doesn't call 
him Jacob's son) in this way: "A corporeal material belief progressing 
and disappearing: the spiritual understanding of God and man 
appearing'' (S. & H. 589: 23-25). What Christ Jesus brought was the 
"spiritual understanding of God and man." 

So in Reuben, Simeon and Levi, and Judah, you see symbolized 
the Word,--"darkness was upon the face of the deep . . . And God 
said, Let there bc light" (Gen. 1 : 2, 3). Jesus said, "I am the light of 
the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life" (John 8:  12). What a light it was!-and it was 
the fulfilment of  the Word. 

The Christ Comes to the Flesh 

Remember that we are considering Soul as Spirit in the third 
thousand years of Bible history. We saw Soul as Mind illustrated 
in the Abraham story. and now we are seeing the illustration of 
Soul as Spirit. which began with the Jacob story, but we are also just 
beginning to haw a faint sense of Soul as Soul. You remember how 
with Isaac ive had the first glimpse of Soul as Spirit before the full 
tone appeared with Jacob: here we have the first glimpse of Soul as 
Soul. Remsmher that when you touch Soul as Soul, you begin to 
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touch the Christ-idea. Mind, Spirit, and Soul symbolize the Word in 
its own aspect, and so Soul as Mind and Soul as Spirit still give the 
sense of the Word; but the minute you begin to touch Soul as Soul 
and then Soul as Principle and Soul as Life, you begin to lay hold on 
the Christ-idea. 

Now we come to the indication of the Christ in the twelve sons. 
Mrs. Eddy defines the Christ on this plane of thought as "The 
divine manifestation of God, which comes to the flesh to destroy 
incarnate error" (S. & H. 583: 10-11). You remember that after 
Mrs. Eddy gives the "Scientific Translation of Immortal Mind," 
she immediately gives the "Scientific Translation of Mortal Mind" 
through the three degrees of the physical (analysis), the moral 
(uncovering), and the spiritual (annihilation of the mortal). (See 
S. & H. 115: 12-1 16: 3.) At one point Mrs. Eddy says that "Christ is 
the divine idea" (S. & H. 473 : 16), and at another point she says that 
the Christ is "the divine message from God to men" (S. & H. 332: lo), 
but Christ, as illustrated by these two translations, is "The divine 
manifestation of God, which comes to the flesh to destroy incarnate 
error," and that is the definition given in her "Glossary," which 
elucidates Scriptural terms. Oh, if only we used that sense of the 
Christ! If only men understood that divine Principle, Life, Truth, 
and Love, is forever translating itself through Soul, Spirit, and Mind 
to the point of infinite manifestation, the manifestation of infinite 
idea, and if only they used that intelligently in the analysis, 
uncovering, and annihilation of evil! What couldn't we do if the 
"platoons of Christian Science" were "thoroughly drilled" (Un. 6: 
25-26), and could therefore show men how to use the facts of reality, 
symbolized more definitely than anything in the world, and how they 
can use them more definitely than the ideas of mathematics, music, 
engineering, or any other subject? And think what we shall do if we 
are faithful to what we understand ! 

You all know that in every individual problem you have to be 
able through spiritual sense to analyze, uncover, and annihilate the 
error, whether it is a question of sin or sickness or anything of the 
kind. Christian Science teaches that we must discern the error in our 
patients' minds that makes their bodies sick. And so until humanity 
learns through Christ, the divine manifestation of God, to analyze, 
uncover, and annihilate error, it is never going to be safe. Jesus, who 
had analyzed, uncovered, and annihilated to perfection the errors of 
the human mind, could say, "the prince of this world cometh, and 
hath nothing in me" (John 14: 30). When we watch the picture in the 
world to-day and see the malice and the hate and the misunder- 
standing and the jealousy and the scheming and the plotting and how 
it seems as though everybody is out for himself, we see how hopeless 
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the situation is unless u e  understand the Chrict-idea. the infinite idea 
of infinite Pr~nciple. and how it oper:ltt.c to anaIy7e. uncover. and 
annihilate tht. claim of mortality. 

Dan, Naphtali, Gad: The Christ 

Non N C  come to Jacob's fourth son. Dan-he \\.as really the fifth 
son, but Simeon and Levi are counted a5 one. You remember how 
Dan was born : "And when Rachel raw that che bare Jacob no 
children. Rachel envied her sister; and said unto Jacob, Give me 
children. o r  elw I die. And Jacob'$ angcr was kindlcd ngaingt Rachcl: 
and he s a d  Am I in God's stead. 1, ho hath N ithhcld from thee the 
fruit of the ~ o m b ' ?  And she said. Behold m> maid Bllhah, 50 in unto 
her; and she shall bear upon my knees. that 1 may also ha\-e children 
by her. And \he gave him Bilhah her handmaid to uife: and Jacob 
went in unto her. And Bilhah conceived. and hare Jacob a son. And 
Rachel said, God hath judged me. and hath also heard my voice, and 
hath given me a son: therefore called she his name Dan" (Gen. 30: 
1-6). Dan menna "iudging." In the so-called blessitqs of Jacob, 
which were xvritten  bout a thousand years aftcr Jacob. the prophets 
wrote: "Dan chall judse his people. as one of the trihec of Israel"- 
Jesus said. "Judge not, that ye be not judgcd" (Matt. 7 :  1). "Dan 
shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path. that biteth the 
horse heels, w that his rider shall fall backward. I have waited for thy 
salkation. 0 Lord" (Gen. 49: 16-18). Mrs. Eddy's definition is: 
"Dxs (Jacob's son). Animal magnetism: so-called mortal mind 
controlling mortal mind; error. workins out the designs of error: 
one belief preying upon another" (S. & H. 583: 26-28). Dan. animal 
magnetism, is just rampant to-day. The whole history of Dan was 
discreditable, and the tribe of Dan ended by setting up a place of 
worship as a counter-blast to the Temple in Jerusalem-they set up 
bulls for pagan worship. 

Then comes Naphtali. an improved sense. but not much improved. 
"And Bilhnll Rachel's maid conceived again. and bare Jacob a 
second son. ,4nd Rachel said, With great N restlings have I wrestled 
with my sister. and I have prevailed: and she called his name 
Naphtali" (Oen. 30: 7, 8). Naphtali means "wrestling." Jacob's 
supposed bleqsing on Naphtali was: "Naphtali is a hind let loose: he 
giveth goodlj words" (Gen. 49: 21)-b'~oodly words," but without 
deeds. Napht~l i  is always associated wit11 Dan. and his asset seems to 
have been phvcical courage. 

And now in Gad Lye see the pith of the Chri\t. for Christ is "The 
divine manifestation of God, which comes to the flesh to ckstroy 
incarnate error" (S. & H. 583: 10 - 1 1 ) .  It t. ria\\ analysis and un- 
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covering illustrated through Dan and Naphtali, and now Gad gives 
us that sense of annihilation which Science always brings. The story 
of Gad's birth was: "When Leah saw that she had left bearing, she 
took Zilpah her maid, and gave her Jacob to wife. And Zilpah Leah's 
maid bare Jacob a son. And Leah said, A troop cometh: and she 
called his name Gad" (Gen. 30: 9-1 1). Jacob's blessing on Gad was: 
"Gad, a troop shall overcome him : but he shall overcome at the last" 
(Gen. 49: 19). Mrs. Eddy's definition of Gad is: "GAD (Jacob's son). 
Science; spiritual being understood; haste towards harmony" (S. & H. 
586: 21-22). I don't suppose that there ever was such a manifestation 
in the world of "spiritual being understood" as Jesus gave. Mrs. Eddy 
says that Jesus was "at work in divine Science" (S. & H. 53: 1 I). In 
Jesus' demonstration there was analysis, uncovering, and annihilation 
of evil as the world had never seen it; there was "spiritual being under- 
stood," there was the demonstration of Science, and there certainly 
was "haste towards harmony." 

Asher, Issachar, Zebulun: Christianity 

And then with the next three sons we come to the indication of 
Christianity and, as I reminded you last week, we usually seem to 
find the Christianity order inverted, and so here we start on the 
positive note with Asher, instead of working up to the positive note 
as with Judah and Gad in the Word and the Christ sequences. 
Through Christianity thought learns to use the Christ-idea in all its 
details, and to trace every idea back to God and so base every idea on 
the demonstration of Principle. Christianity is therefore that which 
shows the infinite relationship of God and God's idea and the infinite 
relationships of all God's ideas. Christianity operated in the time of 
Jesus to heal the sick, reform the sinner, and raise the dead. If you 
consider the indications of the Word, the Christ, Christianity, and 
Science in the twelve sons of Jacob, you will find that they give the 
most perfect picture of Jesus' demonstration and what happened 
after Jesus' demonstration. 

In this sense of Christianity there comes first Asher, which means 
"happy." It seems that Zilpah, Leah's maid, who had these two 
sons, Gad and Asher (Gad means "a troop" and Asher means 
"happy"), acted as a comforter to Leah. "And Zilpah Leah's maid 
bare Jacob a second son. And Leah said, Happy am I, for the 
daughters will call me blessed: and she called his name Asher" 
(Gen. 30: 12, 13). Jacob's blessing was: "Out of Asher his bread 
shall be fat, and he shall yield royal dainties" (Gen. 49: 20). Mrs. 
Eddy's definition is: "ASHER (Jacob's son). Hope and faith; spiritual 
compensation; the ills of the flesh rebuked" (S. & H. 581 : 15-16). 
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So you see the "hope and faith" that was found in Christianity after 
the time of Jesus. The Christ had come and had shown men how they 
could drink "the water of life freely" (Rev. 22: 17). Jesus said, 
"Whosoever drinketh of the water that 1 shall give him shall never 
thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of 
water springing up into everlasting life" (John 4: 14). Christianity 
after the time of Jesus brought "spiritual compensation," and "the 
ills of the flesh" were "rebuked." Asher was what might be described 
as a successful tribe and rendered good service to Israel; don't forget 
that these sons of  Jacob are all supposed to be symbols of tribes. 

Then there is Issachar, which means "hire," and the blessing was: 
"Issachar is a strong ass couching down between two burdens: and 
he sawthat rest was good,and the land that it was pleasant; and bowed 
his shoulder to bear, and became a servant unto tribute" (Gen. 49: 
14, 15). Issachar was born of Leah; you remember the story of how 
"Reuben went in the days of wheat harvest, and found mandrakes in 
the field, and brought them unto his mother Leah. Then Rachel said 
to Leah, Give me, 1 pray thee, of thy son's mandrakes" (Gen. 30 : 14), 
and Rachel agreed that if Leah would give her the love-apples, she 
would allow her to lie with Jacob, and then Issachar was born. 
Mrs. Eddq's definition of Issachar is: b b I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  (Jacob's son). A 
corporeal belief; the offspring of error; envy; hatred: selfishness; 
self-will; lust" (S. & H. 589: 1-3). According to the Talmud, the 
Sanhedrin d r m  from Issachar its most intellectual members. I was 
reading only to-day in a book on the Bible that for 1,500 years after 
Jesus the \vhole picture was darkened by intellectualism and igno- 
rance. Immediately after the time of Jesus the materially intellectual 
sense of religion entered in, and the spirit of the Christ was lost and 
so there was apathy and stagnation and ignorance. 

Then comes Zebulun, and Zebulun means "dwelling." He was 
born of Leah. The blessing was: "Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of 
the sea; and he shall be for an haven of ships; and his border shall 
be unto Zidon" (Gen. 49: 13). Zebulun played an unimportant role 
in Jewish history, and symbolizes that sense of apathy and stagnation 
which appeared after the time of Jesus. 

So in this sequence indicating Christianity you find Asher 
symbolizing the "hope and faith," "spiritual compensation," and 
"ills of the flesh rebuked," which came with Christianity after the 
time of Jesus, and then you find Issachar and Zebulun, symbolizing 
intellectualisn~ and apathy, stagnation and ignorance. And so you 
see symbolized the history of Christianity just after the time of 
Jesus. 



Joseph (Ephraim and Manasseh) and Benjamin: Science 

Finally we come to Joseph and Benjamin, symbolizing Science. 
Nothing can annihilate animal magnetism but Science. Until the 
Science of the Christ was revealed, nothing could annihilate animal 
magnetism. That is why Mrs. Eddy said that she would not forget 
"the cost of investigating, for this age, the methods and power of 
error." You will see how Joseph forced the spiritual idea, symbolized 
at this point by the twelve sons of Jacob, to go down into Egypt,- 
to handle evil. Joseph said that God sent him down into Egypt. 

This is the story of Joseph's birth: "And God remembered 
Rachel, and God hearkened to her, and opened her womb. And she 
conceived, and bare a son; and said, God hat11 taken away my 
reproach: and she called his name Joseph; and said, The Lord shall 
add to me another son" (Gen. 30: 22-24). Joseph means "adding." 
This is Jacob's blessing on Joseph, and it is a wonderful blessing: 
"Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well; whose 
branches run over the wall:"-they have system:-"the archers have 
sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him: but his bow"- 
the rainbow, the spectrum, symbolizing the days of creation-"abode 
in strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong by the hands 
of the mighty God of Jacob; (from thence is the shepherd, the stone 
of Israel:)"-the divine infinite calculus-"even by the God of thy 
father, who shall help thee; and by the Almighty, who shall bless thee 
with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lieth under," 
-the deep things of God,-"blessings of the breasts, and of the 
womb:"-the woman sense:-"the blessings of thy father have 
prevailed above the blessings of my progenitors unto the utmost 
bound of the everlasting hills: they shall be on the head of Joseph, 
and on the crown of the head of him that was separate from his 
brethren" (Gen. 49: 22-26). To-day the people who are "separate" 
are the American people. They are the only nation composed wholly 
of people of all nationalities. Think of their fruitfulness to-day! They 
have sixty-five million people working in factories, and (generally 
speaking) all well-paid, well-housed, well-comforted. There never has 
been such a "fruitful bough" in th,= whole of human experience, and 
as you remember, the twelve sons are also a symbol of human history. 
Moreover, the Americans are the people who are seeing the hand- 
writing on the wall and are stretching out a helping hand to every- 
body-their branches are running "over the wall." America is also 
the country from which Science came. 

Mrs. Eddy's definition of Joseph (she doesn't call him Jacob's son) 
is: "A corporeal mortal; a higher sense of Truth rebuking mortal 
belief, or error, and showing the immortality and supremacy of 

307 



Truth: pure LitTectic)n blessing its enemics" (S. K: H. 589: 19-22). 
So in Joseph you begin to hate the sense of' Science, n.hich comes 
from an understanding of the ~vornanhood of God. It is most 
interesiing to \\.atch the development of Judah and Joseph. Out of 
Judah came Jcsus. and out of Joseph, the \{.oman sense, came Science. 

And then lie come to Benjamin. and Benjamin is a most important 
symbol. k'ou renienibcr hou. Joscph insisted that his brothers bring 
Benjamin doivn into Egypt urith them. Joseph knew that he needed 
Benjamin. and the Joseph in each one of us aluays needs Benjamin. 
You remernher that \\.hen Benjamin was born Rachel passed on 
(see Gcn. 3 5  : I (J-- 1 9 ) .  Jacob's blessing on Bcnjamin ~vas:  "Benjamin 
shall ravin as rt wolt': in the morning he shall h o u r  the prey. and at 
night he shail divide the spoil" (Gen. 49: 2 7 ) .  I t  is extraordinarily 
interesting tt> sw t l l i l t  Mrs. Eddy gives two aspects of Benjamin in her 
definition: "Hr:u~:\slls (Jacob's son). A physical belief as to life, 
substance. and mind: human knowledge, or so-called mortal mind, 
devoted tc matter; pride: envy; fame; illusion; ii fdse belizf; error 
masquerading ; i i  the possessor of life, strength. rmi~nation. and power 
to actv-that i s  :i detinition of physical science as we know it  in the 
um=ld to-th\.  Theology is "de\.ott.d" to t\tro things: it is devoted to 
Spirit and rnattcr. I t  believes in both of them. But not so material 
science. w'hich is "human knowledge. or so-called mortal mind, 
devoted to ni~itter." Out of Joseph. Science. \+.ill come that sense of 
Benjamin ~\.l i  ich \+.ill deal ~ v i  th the claim of physical science : "Renewal 
of affections; -;elf-offering: an improved state c7f mortal mind; the 
introductim of':] more spiritual origin: a gleam of the infinite idea of 
the infinite Principle : n spiritual type; that which comforts. consoles. 
and supports" f S. S: H.  5 8 2 :  4-13). That ~vhich comforts is "the 
development of eternal Life. Truth. and Love" (S. & H. 588: 7-8)- 
the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, the "Spirit of truth" (John 16: 13). 
Science. 

And so out of Joseph. the lvoman sense. and out of Benjamin 
comes Sclencc. 

To sumni;irizc: thc Word sense is indicated (that is all you can 
say-that i t  is intiic.urcci) through Reuben. Simeon and Levi. and 
Judah-"d:trkness was upon the face of the deep . . . And God 
said. Let I hcrc he light'. (Gen. 1 : 2, 3). Then the senye of the Christ 
("The divine rnanifcstation of God. which comes to the flesh to 
destroy incarnate error" [S. & H. 583: 10-1 I]) is indicated in Dan, 
Naphtali. m d  Gad: that is the way Mrs. Eddy gi\.es the translation of 
mortal m ~ n d :  first she gives the physical (synibolized here by Dan), 
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then the moral (Naphtali), and then the spiritual (Gad). Then you see 
Christianity using Asher to destroy the human intellectualism of 
Issachar and Zebulun. Men like Constantine took the spiritual idea of 
Jesus' mission and reduced it to ritual, until it became lifeless. Then 
comes the sense of Science in Joseph and Benjamin. Joseph must have 
his Benjamin,-he must have all that Benjamin means; and in Science 
we see that Benjamin means two things,-the ability to analyze the 
human situation intelligently and deal with it through "Renewal 
of affections; self-offering; an improved state of mortal mind; the 
introduction of a more spiritual origin; a gleam of the infinite idea 
of the infinite Principle; a spiritual type; that which comforts, con- 
soles, and supports" (S. & H. 582: 9-13). 

Joseph Was "Seventeen" 

Well now, let's go back to where we left off. Let's go back to 
Chapter 37 and take the whole story of Joseph. I want you to 
watch how this story of Joseph develops, because it's a really 
wonderful story. 

"And Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his father was a stranger, in 
the land of Canaan" (Gen. 37: 1)-he was htlelling there; he was 
established. The next verse begins, "These are the generations of 
Jacob," but it goes on at once: "Joseph, being seventeen years old," 
-Joseph's thought (you will see in a moment that this was true) was 
at the point where it understood the seven days of creation and how 
to apply them to the human,-"was feeding the flock with his 
brethren;"-just as Moses fed his father-in-law's flock;-"and the 
lad was with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his 
father's wives; and Joseph brought unto his father their evil report" 
(Gen. 37 : 2)-he knew how to analyze evil even at that point. That is 
what it means spiritually. How unsatisfactory it is to read the Bible 
from a human point of view! Here, for instance, the commentaries 
say that Joseph brought home tales, that he was a sneak, and when 
he had dreams they say that he was a prig. But this story was used by 
the prophets to show the workings of the spiritual idea. 

"Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he 
was the son of his old age: and he made him a coat of many colours" 
-he clothed him with an understanding of the seven days of creation 
so that he was "seventeen." "And when his brethren saw that their 
father loved him more than all his brethren, they hated him, and 
could not speak peaceably unto him. And Joseph dreamed a dream, 
and he told it his brethren; and they hated him yet the more. And he 
said unto them, Hear, I pray you, this dream which I have dreamed" 
(Gen. 37: 3-6). He said to them, "Hear," but they would not. 
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Remember how Jesus said. "0 Jerusalem. Jerusalem . . . how often 
u,ould I h:i\r gathered thy children together . . . and ye would not" 
(Matt .  2 3 :  3 7 1 .  And how often have we tried to tell the other fellow 
about Sciencc. and he has just hated us for it. 

The intere\tiri thing to me is this: when we first began to see the 
pure Science ot' Mrs. Eddy's revelation, we spent a lot of time trying 
to present i t  to people \tho we thought would help in its development, 
but most of tllern drifted away. Meanwhile divine Love was gathering 
the "poor in spirit."-the seekers. It was just as when Jesus saw 
Matthew si t t~ r lg  at the receipt of custom. and he said, "Follow me." 
:tnd b l a t t h c ~  thllowed him (see Matt. 9: 9). and when he saw Simon 
Peter and Andrev. with their nets and said, "Follow me, and I will 
make y o u  fishcrs of men. And they straightway left their nets, and 
f'ollo~t.ed him" (see Matt. 4: 18-20). And to-day as I look around and 
see the unticr\tanding of the Science of Christian Science developing 
ri l l  over ttic \+orld. 1 see that we have had practically nothing to d o  in 
a personal ~ ; i >  u i th  many people who are loving it; we don't know 
them ur how  hey ha\.e heard of it .  but they have been drawn to it, 
because di\lnc Lo\c has touched their affections. The Christ alone 
drrius all men. 

Joseph's Dreams 

Joseph now tells his dreams: "And he said unto them, Hear, I pray 
you, this dream \+hich 1 have dreamed: for, behold, we were binding 
sheri\es in thc field. and lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright; 
and. behold. your sheaves stood round about, and made obeisance 
to  my sheaf. And his brethren said unto him, Shalt thou indeed reign 
over us'.' or shalt thou indeed have dominion over us?  And they hated 
him yet the more for his dreams, and for his words. And he dreamed 
yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have 
dreamed a drcarn more: and, behold, the sun and the moon and the 
eleken stars made obeisance to me" (Gen. 37: 6-9)-he began to see 
in some mcasare the system of the two great lights and the stars, the 
system revealed on the fourth day of creation. He began to see the 
system, but hc didn't see the whole thing, because he saw only eleven 
of  the stars He hadn't seen that you don't use the system-it uses you. 
"And he told i t  to his father, and to his brethren: and his father 
rebuked him. and said unto him, What is this dream that thou hast 
dreamed '? Shrill I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to 
bow doun  ourselves to thee to the earth'? And his brethren envied 
him; but hls t i ther observed the saying" (Gen. 37: 10, I I). 

You know. wmetimes you and I arrive a t  the point where we see 
the beauty and the holiness of that which we call Truth o r  Science, 
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and we begin to understand something about Principle and its idea,- 
the sun and the moon,-and we see how Principle operates and how 
it might operate for other people, but we don't see how it can apply 
to ourselves, so we don't see the twelve stars, but only eleven. You 
must start by seeing that you yourself, as God's idea, are Principle in 
operation. Science is infinitely individual. It is all a question of your 
individual association with your Principle. 

"Wandering in the Field" 

"And his brethren went to feed their father's flock in Shechem. And 
Israel said unto Joseph, Do not thy brethren feed the flock in 
Shechem? come, and I will send thee unto them. And he said to him, 
Here am I. And he said to him, Go, I pray thee, see whether it be 
well with thy brethren, and well with the flocks; and bring me word 
again. So he sent him out of the vale of Hebron, and he came to 
Shechem" (Gen. 37: 12-14)-Shechem and Hebron were both "holy 
places." "And a certain man found him, and, behold, he was 
wandering in the field'' (Gen. 37: 15). We must never be found 
"wanderinginthefield." "Field" is often used in the Bible as a symbol 
of the lowest state of thought. Joseph was at the point where his 
thought was still handled by evil-he was "wandering in the field." 
The "certain man" who found him was a symbol of animal mag- 
netism; a false sense of man found him "wandering in the field." 

"And the man asked him, saying, What seekest thou? And he 
said, I seek my brethren: tell me, I pray thee, where they feed their 
flocks. And the man said, They are departed hence; for I heard them 
say, Let us go to Dothan. And Joseph went after his brethren, and 
found them in Dothan. And when they saw him afar off, even before 
he came near unto them, they conspired against him to slay him. And 
they said one to another, Behold, this dreamer cometh. Come now 
therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him into some pit, and we 
will say, Some evil beast hath devoured him: and we shall see what 
will become of his dreams" (Gen. 37: 15-20). It sounds awfully 
familiar-"Let's beat him up, and then see what will become of his 
dreams." In those days they often used to throw into a pit people 
they wanted to destroy-they put Jeremiah in a pit (see Jer. 38: 6). 

Joseph Stripped of His Coat of Many Colours 

"And Reuben heard it, and he delivered him out of their hands; 
and said, Let us not kill him" (Gen. 37: 21). You remember the first 
part of the blessing on Reuben: "Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my 
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might. and rlic beginning ot' my strength. the excellency of dignity. 
and the excellency of power" (Gen. 49: 3 ) .  and every now and then 
you catch a glimpse of that aspect of his character. "And Reuben 
said unto them. Shed no blood, but cast him into this pit that is in the 
wilderness. rind la) no hand upon him: t t u t  he might rid him out of 
their hands. to deliver him to his father again. And it came to pass, 
~ h c n  Joseph I ra> comc unto his brethren. that they stript Joseph out 
of his coat, h i s  coat o f  many colours that u r t s  on him" (Gen. 37: 
22, 23). Animal magnetism tries to take away your spiritual sense of 
the days of creation, because if it can do that. you can't advance in 
Science. I f  you  could bc robbed in mathematics of your understanding 
of the numberc. or in music of the notes. you couldn't go on. And 
hob does .lninictl magnetism try to strip you of your "coat of many 
colours"" B ni,lklng I O U  wander in the field. You begin to love the 
days of creation. ~ h i c h  are the "seed-plot" of the Bible, "the warp 
and uoof of Holy U'rit." and they are &arm and living and vital to 
you and you use them. but if you begm to wander in the field, and 
you don't kccp J W J ~ C .  then they become cold and hard and distant 
to you, and w !ou are robbed of your "coat of many colours." This 
story of Jowph uncovers the M orkings of animal magnetism. 

Sold into Egypt 

"And the> took him, and cast h m  into a p ~ t :  and the pit was 
empty. there \\.a\ no ~ a t e r  in it"-that kind of pit always is empty, 
because thert. ih none of "the water of life" in it. "And they sat down 
to eat bread : &lnd they lifted up their eqes and looked, and, behold, a 
company o f  Islimeelites came from Gilead with their camels bearing 
spicery rind h;dm and myrrh. going to carry i t  down to Egypt. And 
Judah said unto hi\ brethren. What profit is it if we slay our brother, 
andconceal h ~ \  blood ': Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmeelites, and 
let not our hand be upon him; for he is our brother and our flesh. And 
his brethren uere content" (Gen. 37: 24-27). That was the suggestion 
of Judah out of ishose line Jesus came. "Then there passed by Midia- 
nites merchantmen: and they drew and lifted up ~ b s e ~ h  o h  of the 
pit. and sold Joheph to the Ishmeelites for twentj pieces of silver" 
(Gen. 27: 2s). I n  those days you paid tLventy pieces of silver to redeem 
a lad between fi\.e and twenty who was consecrated to the service of 
God. Spiritually interpreted, the "twenty pieces of silver" are a 
symbol of the "two" of the mingling of Spirit and matter as applied 
to the human (the "ten"): the mingling of Spirit and matter always 
causes trouble. "There is no life, truth, intelligence, nor substance in 
matter" (S. S: H. 468: 9-10). 
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Joseph's Coat Dipped in Blood 

"And they brought Joseph into Egypt. And Reuben returned unto 
the pit: and, behold, Joseph was not in the pit; and he rent his 
clothes. And he returned unto his brethren, and said, The child is 
not; and I, whither shall I go? And they took Joseph's coat, and 
killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the coat in the blood; and they 
sent the coat of many colours, and they brought it to their father; 
and said, This have we found: know now whether it be thy son's 
coat or no. And he knew it, and said, It is my son's coat; an evil 
beast hath devoured him; Joseph is without doubt rent in pieces. 
And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his loins, and 
mourned for his son many days. And all his sons and all his daughters 
rose up to comfort him; but he refused to be comforted; and he said, 
For I will go down into the grave unto my son mourning. Thus his 
father wept for him" (Gen. 37: 28-35). 

So his brothers dipped Joseph's coat in blood and showed it to 
their father. To-day evil would take the divine system revealed through 
the sevenfold aspect of the nature of God and besmear it and depre- 
ciate what it is doing for mankind, and yet in that "coat of many 
colours" is mankind's only hope. We must all be clothed in it: it is 
the story of the first chapter of Genesis, of the seven days of creation, 
swelling and swelling in spiritual sense until eventually they lead you 
to some understanding of the synonymous terms for God,-Mind, 
Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, and Love; and then as you begin 
to understand those synonymous terms subjectively, you have 
numerals of divine consciousness. That is the "coat" which the 
carnal mind would take from you. 

The twelve sons are just a foretaste of demonstration, and as 
Mrs. Eddy says, "The twelve tribes of Israel with all mortals,- 
separated by belief from man's divine origin and the true idea,- 
will through much tribulation yield to the activities of the divine 
Principle of man in the harmony of Science" (S. & H. 562: 11-1 6). 
And so as demonstration comes to you in your own experience,- 
as you begin to understand something of Science,-it is sweet in 
your mouth when you have a healing, but then it sometimes becomes 
bitter in the belly (see Rev. 10: 10). 

Don't Stereotype the Days of Creation 

To understand the days of creation and apply them to the human, 
which is what you must do, takes "absolute consecration of thought, 
energy, and desire" (S. & H. 3 : 16). You've got to become a student, 
a thinker. You've got to live them and love them and let them 
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govern ekery detail of your life, and that is u-here they 5ometimes 
become bitter in the belly. So sometimes j o u  \\anJer in the field, and 
"a certain man" finds you kvandering in thc field. and that "certain 
man." an~mal magnetism. tells you to go to Dothan. and you go to 
Dothan, and there you are robbed of )our "coat of many colours," 
your understanding of the days of crcation. I thank God that I can 
honestly say that from the moment I hegln to understand the days of 
creation, t11i.y have never become for one moment dull or stagnant 
to me. They have always grown and grmvn and expanded, and they 
have becomc the most wonderful harmony and melody in my thought, 
and to-day they arc poLvcr and being and consciousness to mc. So 
don't ~vander in the field; don't let your days of  creation become 
mechanical or dull. 

We have studied to some extent the dq , s  of creation and the 
Word, the Christ. Christianity, and Science, hut now \ve are begin- 
ning to sec in the Bible that they arc the symbols throughout eternity 
for dealing with every phase of evil, and that is what makes this 
study of the Bible so wonderful. 

The Birth of Pharez 

The Midianites who had bought Joseph then sold him in Egypt 
"unto Potiphar. an officer of Pharaoh'c. and captain of the guard" 
(Gen. 37: 361. A mmt extraordinary story ic inscrted at this point. 
Chapter 3 3  tclls the story of the birth of Pharez. Judah had three 
sons. and he gave his first son in marriage to a certain \voman called 
Tamar. but lit' died, and so then Judah persuaded his second son to 
marry her, hut he died too. According to the Hebrew practice. 
Judah should then have given her his third son in marriage. in 
order that she might bear children, but Judnh made an excuse and 
kept his third son. So Tamar disguised herself as a harlot. and she 
laid in wait for Judah and bargained M ith him to lie \ ~ i t h  her for 
his signet. his bracelets, and his staff. N'hen it  uas  discovered that 
she was going to have a child. and she bas  a widow. Judah said, 
"Bring her forth. and let her be burnt" (Gen. 3 5 :  24). Then she 
showed the signet. bracelets, and staff to Judah. and she said. "By 
the man, whose these are. am I kfith child" (Gen. 38: 2 5 ) .  and 
Judah realized that the woman had been more just than he had. and 
that he hadn't played the game by her. As ;1 result of this incident. 
according to the record. Pharez was born. and Pharez was in the 
direct line to Jesus. Without this birth the line to Jesus would have 
been broken, according to the Jewish record. This story is similar to 
that of Ruth, and without Ruth and Boaz the direct line through 
from Judah t o  David and so to Jesus u,ould haw been broken. 
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This story of Judah shows you how, as Mrs. Eddy says, "The very 
circumstance, which your suffering sense deems wrathful and 
afflictive, Love can make an angel entertained unawares" (S. & H. 
574: 27-30). We have seen how animal magnetism claimed to rob 
Joseph of his coat of many colours and sell him into Egypt. Joseph 
says later that God caused this to happen (see Gen. 45 : 5), so it was 
just another instance of how "The very circumstance, which your 
suffering sense deems wrathful and afflictive, Love can make an 
angel entertained unawares." 

Now we are going to see how Joseph, that important aspect of the 
twelve sons of Jacob, led the spiritual idea into the position where 
it had to deal with animal magnetism. The spiritual idea couldn't 
develop any further until it did deal with animal magnetism. That is 
the very experience which Mrs. Eddy had, and she wrote that she 
would not forget "the cost of investigating, for this age, the methods 
and power of error" (Mis. 222: 29-30). However grievous the Egypt 
experience seemed to be, it came about through the working of 
Principle; and the working of divine Principle will inevitably lead 
you and me and all mankind to the cultured understanding of the 
spiritual idea, which will enable us to analyze, uncover, and annihi- 
late every phase of mortal existence, until eventually "every knee 
shall bow" (Isa. 45: 23) to Christ, Truth. 

Immediately after the story of how Joseph was sold into Egypt, 
the prophetic writers bring in this story of the preservation of the 
line from Judah to Jesus through an experience that was not the 
nicest of experiences, but which shows you that if through the Joseph 
sense of things, which is the conceptive sense,-motherhood and 
womanhood,-you learn how to analyze, uncover, and annihilate 
evil, then you can preserve the offspring of the Judah state of thought. 
On the surface there seems to be no reason why the prophets should 
bring in the story at this point, but they did it in order to show how 
the line of the spiritual idea was preserved in spite of everything. 

Joseph Cast into Prison 

And so we come to the story of Jorepb in Egypt. "And Joseph was 
brought down to Egypt; and Potiphx, an officer of Pharaoh, captain 
of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the hands of the Ishmee- 
lites, which had brought him down thither" (Gen. 39 : 1). Then there 
is the story of how Joseph went into Potiphar's house and became the 
head of his household; everything went well until Potiphar's wife 
tried to seduce Joseph. "But he refused, and said unto his master's 
wife, Behold, my master wotteth not what is with me in the house, 
and he hath committed all that he hath to my hand; there is none 
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grcatcr In t h;. l i c ~ a ~ c  than I .  ncithcr hath he kcpt back any thing from 
me but thee. because thou art his u~t'e: how then can I d o  this great 
wickednesi ~ tnd  sln ,upinst G o d ?  And it came to pass. as she spake 
to Joceph d;~! hy day. that he hem-kened not unto her. to lie by her. 
or  to be \t ith her. And i t  came to pass about this time, that Joseph 
went into t h ~  house to do  his business: and there was none ot'the 
men of the I I O L I \ ~  there \tithin. And she caught him by his garment. 
saying. 1 I C  tilth me: and he left his garment in her hand, and fled. 
and got him out" (Gcn. 39: 8-12). And thcn according to the story. 
he was put 11110 prison because Potiphar's kvifc accused him to her 
hu\h:ind o f  outraging her. We shall see th~i t  \&hen you have that 
Joseph senw of thing\. which is true womanhood. thcn you can't be 
tricked e i~her  by the brutality or'thc male. which Joseph had experi- 
enced at the Iunds of his brothers. or by the subtlety of the female. 
Joseph had come through his experience of the brutality of the male. 
and nou. hc had to deal u ith the subtlety of the female. N hich caused 
h11n to bc caqt ~ n t v  prison. 

The Butler's Dream: The Three Branches 

Then cotntB the symbols of the butler's dream and the bitkei-'s 
dream. a n d  r hey are rcally wonderful : "And i t  came to pass after 
these thing\. that the butler of the king of Esypt and his baker had 
otrendcct thcir lord the king of E p p t .  And Pharaoh was wroth 
agalnst t\io of his otticers. against the ch~ef  of the butlers, and 
again\t the chic1' of' the bakers. And he put them in \tnrd in the housc 
ot'the capt;lrn of the guard, into the prison.  he place where Joseph 
was bound. And the captain of the guard charged Joseph with them. 
and he s e n d  them: and they continued :i season in ward. And they 
dreamed a dream both of them, each man his dream in one night. 
each man according to the interpretation of his dream. the butler 
and the baker of thc king of Egypt, kvhich were bound in the prison. 
And Joscph came in unto them in the morning, and looked upon 
thcm. and. behold, they were sad. And he asked Pharaoh's officers 
that Lvere w 11  11 him In the ward of his lord's house. saying, Wherefore 
look ye so srdl? to-day '? And they said unto him, We have dreamed 
a dream, and there is no interpreter of it. And Joseph said unto them, 
D o  not interpretations belong to God'? Tell me them, I pray you. 
And the chteT' butler told his dream to Joseph. and said to him, In 
my dream. behold. a vine was before me: and in the vine were three 
bmnches :"- -remember that the prophets u ere writing about the 
third thousand-year period, illustrating the third day of creation:- 
"and it u . 3 ~  3s though it budded, and her blossoms shot forth; and 
the clusters thereof brought forth ripe grapes : and Pharaoh's cup was 



in my hand : and I took the grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh's 
cup, and I gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand. And Joseph said unto 
c m ,  This is the interpretation of it: The three branches are three 
days:"-the three days of Mind, Spirit, and Soul:-"yet within 
three days shall Pharaoh lift up thine head, and restore thee unto thy 
place: and thou shalt deliver Pharaoh's cup into his hand, after the 
former manner when thou wast his butler" (Gen. 40: 1-13). We 
mustn't stop at the third day: we must go on to the wine of inspira- 
tion,-to Life, Truth, and Love. 

You know, so many people come to the point of Soul and then 
they stop. A great majority of Christian Scientists only think and 
speak of God as Mind, Spirit, or Soul, and they hardly ever think 
of God as Life, Truth, and Love. These three branches, Mind, Spirit, 
and Soul, are only the way to divine Principle, Life, Truth, and Love, 
and when you have grasped the three branches, you must go on to the 
demonstration of divine Principle, Life, Truth, and Love. If  you stop 
at Soul, you're still in bondage to materiality, and that's the trouble 
with so many people. God to them is Mind or Spirit, and they have 
only a faint conception of Soul. If they had really touched Soul, Soul 
would have led them on to Principle, Life, Truth, and Love. Mind, 
Spirit, and Soul are only synonymous terms to show you how God 
reveals Himself or translates Himself, but God is essentially divine 
Principle, Life, Truth, and Love. 

Joseph went on: "But think on me when it shall be well with thee, 
and shew kindness, I pray thee, unto me, and make mention of me 
unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house: for indeed I was 
stolen away out of the land of the Hebrews: and here also have I 
done nothing that they should put me into the dungeon" (Gen. 40: 
14, 15). Joseph saw what scientific understanding would do for him, 
and you and I should see what it will do for us. We are grasping the 
way to divine Principle, Life, Truth, and Love, and to-day we are at 
the point of Soul, where the spiritual idea is being made definite to 
us, and we are understanding it definitely, and seeing what the 
symbols mean. And so we should see what it will do for us, as well as 
for everybody else. 

The Baker's Dream: The Three White Baskets 

"When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was good, he 
said unto Joseph, I also was in my dream, and, behold, I had three 
white baskets on my headw-the three days of Mind, Spirit, and Soul 
were colourless to him. "And in the uppermost basket there was of all 
manner of bakemeats for Pharaoh: and the birds did eat them out of 
the basket upon my head"-remember how the birds of the air came 
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and ate up the seed sown by the wayside (see hfark 4: 4). "And 
Joseph answered and said, This is the interpretation thereof: The 
three baskets are three days: yet within three days shall Pharaoh lift 
up thy head from off thee. and shall hang thee on a tree: and the 
birds shall eat thy flesh from off thee. And it came to pass the third 
day, which was Pharaoh's birthday, that he m d e  a feast unto all his 
servants: and he lifted up the head of the chief butler and of the 
chief baker among his servants. And he restored the chief butler unto 
his butlership again; and he gave the cup into Phrmoh's hand: but 
he hanged the chief baker: as Joseph had interpreted to them. Yet 
did not the chief butler remember Joseph. but forgnt him" (Gen. 40: 
16-23). 

Wherever you are. if those three days of Mind. Spirit. and Soul 
live in your thought, if' they are the wine of inspiration to you. if you 
see the picture of the tirst three thousand years of Bible history (the 
picture that d e ~ ~ l o p s  from the days of creation and develops through 
Adam. Noah. Ahrsham, Isaac, Jacob. and Joseph. and culminates in 
Moses leading the children of Israel into the Promised Land), and 
then you go on to divine Principle, Life. Truth, and Love, then no 
matter what d~fficulty you are imprisoned in, you ill come out of it. 
But if those three days lack colour in your thought, and if the top 
basket only has "hakemeats" in i t  (if you want Christian Science in 
order to makc "a fair shew in the flesh"). if your thought is dull and 
uninspired, and you are just "interested" in Science and not inspired, 
and you don't go on to divine Principle, Life. Truth, and Love, then 
you are "hanged on a tree." 

Kow, yo~ l  can't helieve for one moment that the great prophets 
of Israel were just recording little stories for their own sake, and that 
these little stories had existed for 4,000 or 5.000 years. As one of the 
commentaries says, the whole story of Joseph is made up of little 
folk-stories ~vell known in the East. Well, that is true, but the 
prophets used the stories as symbols. 

To summarize: Joseph was found "wandering in the field." and 
then his coat of  many colours was taken away from him and 
besmirched and he u x  sold into bondage, but all the time Principle 
was operating. .4nd then in Egypt he uas  put into prison, but he 
began to interpret the situation; he began to see what in his own 
thought had pot him into prison and hc began to see that the way 
out of prison was to grasp the three branches,-the three days of 
Mind, Spirit, and Soul.-until he had pressed the ~\.ine of inspiration 
out of them. until he had entered into that state of thought which 
could hmdle the cup, that cup which Jesus prayed might pass from 
him. Jesus said. "I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, 
until thi~t clay \{.hen I drink i t  new Ivith you in my F:1thcr'5 kingdom" 
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(Matt. 26: 29), and to-day we are learning to drink it new in our 
Father's kingdom, because we are learning to demonstrate divine 
Principle, Life, Truth, and Love-that is the Comforter which Jesus 
promised, the "development of eternal Life, Truth, and Love" 
(S. & H. 588: 7-8). 

INTERVAL 

This story of how Joseph went down into Egypt is written in a 
wonderfully beautiful and inspired way as a symbol of how you and I 
are forced to handle the claims of evil, and how that eventually brings 
us out of Egypt, and takes us through the wilderness into the Promised 
Land. 

A Summary of Soul as Mind 

At this point I would like to go back to the first chapter of Genesis 
and read you the first three statements of the third day of creation, 
and then remind you of what we've done so far of the third thousand- 
year period. 

The first statement is: "And God said, Let the waters under the 
heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land 
appear: and it was so" (Gen. 1 : 9). Mrs. Eddy says, "Spirit, God, 
gathers unformed thoughts into their proper channels, and unfolds 
these thoughts, even as He opens the petals of a holy purpose in order 
that the purpose may appear" (S. & H. 506: 18-21). That illustrates 
Soul as Mind, which we epitomized as defining and spiritual under- 
standing. In the first part of the third thousand-year period 
Abraham came out of Ur of the Chaldees, and the creative sense of 
God, the Father sense, was defined in thought. "And God said, Let 
the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and 
let the dry land appear: and it was so"-the Abraham state of thought 
came out of U r  of the Chaldees, and the creative or revelatory sense 
became absolutely definite. 

A Summary of Soul as Spirit 

The second statement in the third day of creation is this: "And 
God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the 
waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good" (Gen. 1 : 10). 
Now remember the struggle of Jacob, which has just this tone of 
Soul as Spirit, which we epitomized as naming and blessing. Mrs. 
Eddy once said that the difference between Spirit and Soul is this: 
Spirit separates the tares from the wheat, and that is symbolized by 
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the firmament, and then Soul destroys the tares and gathers the 
wheat into tllc barn. Soul does tn.0 things: it destroys the tares and 
it gathers thc w h a t  into the barn. All through this third period you 
can see that \(> clearly-the destruction of the tares before the gather- 
ing of the \+.heat into the barn. 

"And < h i  called the dry land Earth: and the gathering together 
of the ~vatcrs called he Seas: and God saw that it was good." "Spirit 
names and blcsses" is Mrs. Eddy's marginal heading here. She says, 
"Here the human concept and divine idea seem confused by the 
translator, but they are not so in the scientifically Christian meaning 
of the text. I.'pon Adam devolved the pleasurable task of tinding 
names for dl material things. but Adam has not yet appeared in the 
narrative. In metaphor. the dr). ku~~tlillustrates the absolute formations 
instituted b>- Mind,"-that is, the dry land is a symbol of idea,- 
"while br.orer. symbolizes the elements of Mind" (S.  & H. 506: 25-3). 
When you and 1 first became Christian Scientists, \\.e used to talk 
about Love or Truth or Life as it '  there were a bucket or  a yard or  a 
mountain ot' ~t---me uere thinking in terms of elements. But now you 
and I know that there is nothing but idea. In mathematics you can't 
have a yard of subtraction or  division, and in music you can't have a 
bucket of harmony or melody; you can only have ideas of them. In 
the third thousand-year period we are just coming to the point 
where Soul as  Spirit yields to Soul as Soul. which brings absolute 
identity and translation. But in this second part of the third period 
you can see hob ideas,-"absolute formations."-became definite and 
the sense ot' thc "t.lements" disappeared. The elements of thought 
were disappearing. because when you begin to understand idea, you 
have gone beyond the elements of thought. 

Mrs. Eddy goes on in this context: "Spirit duly feeds and clothes 
every obiecr. 3s ~t appears in the line of spiritual creation, thus 
tenderly expressing the fatherhood and motherhood of God" 
(,S. 61 H. 507: 3-6)-thlnk of that very definite sense of fatherhood 
and motherhood in connection with Jacob's experience. "Spirit 
names and blesses dl"-think of that definite naming and blessing 
in connection a,ith the twelve sons of Jricob. "Without natures 
particularly defined, objects and subjects would be obscure, and 
crerition bvould bc full of nameless offspring-uanderers from the 
parent blind. strangers in a tangled \vilderness" ( S .  & H. 506: 6-10). 
All through thc stories of Jacob and Joseph you can see how that 
definite sen32 was being established. There was all the chaos of 
Laban and Esau and so on, but meanwhile the defining was going on. 

When you come to the story of Joseph, you again see how "Spirit 
duly feeds and clothes every object. as it appears in the line of spiritual 
creation, thus tenderly expressing the fatherhood and motherhood 
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of God. Spirit names and blesses all. Without natures particularly 
defined,"-"natures" gives the sense of Spirit and "particularly 
defined" gives a sense of Soul,-"objects and subjects would be 
obscure, and creation would be full of nameless offspring,-wanderers 
from the parent Mind, strangers in a tangled wilderness." As we 
understand the nature of God as Soul reflecting Spirit, we shall see 
what this means and we shall use it. We are learning through all these 
Bib:e stories how to use the nature of God as Mind, Spirit, Soul, 
Principle, Life, Truth, and Love, combining in the Word, the Christ, 
Christianity, and Science, just as the notes combine in tone, rhythm, 
melody, and harmony, or the numbers combine in addition, sub- 
traction, multiplication, and division. And remember that the 
prophets who wrote these stories had a cultivated sense of the spiritual 
tones; they laid them out in the first chapter of Genesis, an3 as you 
read "Science and Health" you can see that Mrs. Eddy had the tones 
just as clear. She didn't have to think, as we do, What do they mean'? 
The fundamentals were just as clear to her as notes and chords are to 
a musician. They were real and living and vital and subjective to her, 
and she just spontaneously expressed them in her writings. 

A Summary of Soul as Soul 

And then we come to the third statement in the third day, symbo- 
lizing Soul as Soul: "And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass 
[the Word], the herb yielding seed [the Christ], and the fruit tree 
yielding fruit after his kind [Christianity], whose seed is in itself, 
upon the earth: and it was so" (Gen. 1 : 11). You begin to see that 
verse illustrated in the story of Joseph feeding the multitude. What 
Joseph stored up in order to do this was the only thing worth storing 
up-the fundamentals of being. Nothing else can help and feed 
mankind. All this is perfectly symbolized in Pharaoh's dreams and 
Joseph's interpretation of them. 

Seven Fat Kine and Seven Lean Kine 

To continue with the story of Joseph: "And it came to pass at 
the end of two full years,"-all through this period of Soul as 
Spirit that "two" of the second day of Spirit comes in,-"that 
Pharaoh dreamed: and, behold, he stood by the river. And, behold, 
there came up out of the river seven well favoured kine and fat- 
fleshed; and they fed in a meadow. And, behold, seven other kine 
came up after them out of the river, ill favoured and leanfieslned; and 
stood by the other kine upon the brink of the river. And the ill 
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favourcd and leanfleshed kine did eat up the se\-en well favoured and 
fat kine. So Pl:ar;ioh ri\\.oke" (Gcn. 41 : I -4). I 1i;~ve often shown you 
in these talks 11ow to take the synonymous terms for God,  symbolized 
hcrc by thc ~ ~ 1 1 - f ? d  kine, and hov to use your kno~vledgc of  thcm to  
analyze thcir opposites.-tliz opposite of' Lokc. the opposite of Truth,  
the opposite I.if::. the opposite of' PI-inciplc, tlw opposite of  Soul. 
tlie opposite 01'  Spirit, and the opposite ot' Ylind. Remember that 
Joseph i s  tile .;> ri~hol \+liich s11o~t.s you how to 20 down into "Egypt." 
and hou to I I W  our w t'n 1';tt >C:II -S to t;lkc care of' the selen lean 
. ca r s .  That i \  t11c U:I> to cteal \\.it11 thc ~ i t ~ ~ t i o n  in "Egypt." For 
instance, t hrc)llgl~ 1 . o ~  c \. o u  t~ancilc fcar-. I~atc,  jealousy. cn\.y. malice. 
criticisni. and so  o n ;  111rough 3lind (wisdom. intclligcncc. Ian.. 
poi\ cr. ct L.  i ! o u  h;~n?lc minds nun>..  mesn~erism. h-pnot i sm.  
t hcosopliy. riicntal diaholisni. eastern necroninncy-everj thing 
\\Iiich cl:iirns to be part ot' the d:~rkncsc of' mortality: anti so on  ~vitli  
the other q n o n )  mous terms for God .  

S c ~ c n  Full Ears and Seven Thin Ears 

"And hc \i~.pr i111c1 drcanlcd t 11c sc'cond time : rind, behold, s e i ~ n  
ears of corn c .~nic  ~p upon one stalk. ritnk and good. And. behold, 
w e n  thin c . ~ r ~ .  ; ~ r i c l  !jli~+tcd n.ith the cast u ind sprung up after thcm" 
- the "cr~st \\ inci" .\nibolizcs the Chribjt. "Thc di\,ine nlanifestation 
01' God,  I\ '1ic.1: c0111c.s to thc flcsll to destroy incarnate error." "And 
tllc S C L C ~  t I l i 1 1  i ';~rs dc\.oured t l ~ e  SCL.CII rank and full cars. And 
Pharaoh ;I\II>LL.. :inti l~chold,  i t  a rircnni" ('Gcn. 41 : 5-7). TI12 
clrcanii of ~ l i c '  hti[lc'r and thc hnkcr \vcrc thc hcginning of Joseph'.; 
;inakening, a:id t h ~ ~  drc.;~nic of Pharr~oh syrnbol~zc Joseph's further 
:tw.a kcninz. 

\\.'hen men undcr\tnnd thcsc storics as symbols of spiritual facts. 
and they h q i n  to rc.d t h m  u.itll a n  undcr~~tanding  of what they 
mean. i t  i.; ro in_r  t(3 citi~blish i r ?  their thinking so definitely and 
p e n i i ; ~ n ~ ~ f i ~  :iio\i. t'und;imcntals ot' the first chapter of Gcnesis that 
they 1% i l l  b~ :is ii1,.ing to all !ncn as tlicy are to LIS. 

".Arid i t  canlc to in the niorning that his spirit was trouhlcd: 
 rid he sen[ :~nd  c.~~llctl t'or all the niagicirins of' Fg>.pt, and all the \vise 
men thereof': :.rid I'l~araoh told thcm his drcam; but there was nonc 
th ;~ t  could ~nrl:rI)r:t them unto Pharaoh" (Gcn.  41 : 8 ) .  Remernber 
t l ~ a t  .lohcpl~ is tlic iyrnbol of how each one of' us is led donm into 
t gyp t  to lir~ndlc t l ~ c  claim of Pharaoh and t l ~ c  \vise men of Egypt,- 
superstition. ignorance. and so on.  Eventually >loses was forced to  
s h o ~ .  the 1sra;tlites how. to handle to perfkction the claim of Egypt in 
its cssencc, ~ l l i z h  they had to d o  before they could come out  of  
Egypt: thrlt i y  sl;niholized in the story of tt;e p l ~ s u c s .  
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"Then spake the chief butler unto Pharaoh, wying, I do rrmernber 
my faults this day: Pharaoh was wroth with his servants, and put me 
in ward in the captain of the guard's house, both me and the chief 
baker: and we dreamed a dream in one night, I and he; we dreamed 
each man according to the interpretation of his dream. And there was 
there with us a young man, an Hebrew, servant to the captain of the 
guard ; and we told him, and he interpreted to us our dreams ; to each 
man according to his dream Ize did interpret." (You remernber that 
Joseph had seen clearly that his interpretation of the dre;im,--his 
analysis of the situation,-would eventually lead him out of prison. 
and so he had said to the butler, "Think on me mhen it shall be well 
with thee.") The butler w n t  on : "And it came to pass, as he inter- 
preted to us, so it was; me he restored unto mine oflice, and him he 
hanged" (Gen. 4 1 : 9- 1 3). 

Joseph's Interpretation 

"Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him 
hastily out of the dungeon: and he shaved himself, and changed his 
raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said untcl Joseph, 
I have dreamed a dream, and there is none that can interpret it: and 
I have heard say of thee, that thou canst understand a d.ream to 
interpret it. And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, It is not in me: 
God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace" (Gen. 41 : 14-1 6). That 
is the first thing to know: "lt is not in mew-good is from the divine. 
I t  isn't you humanly: i t  is from the divine; unless you realize that, 
you can't accomplish anything. 

"And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, In my dream, behold, I stood 
upon the bank of the river: and, behold, there came up out of the 
river seven kine, fatfleshed and well favoured; and they fed in a 
meadow :"-beside "still waters" and in "green pastures :"-- "and, 
behold, seven other kine came up after them, poor and very ill 
favoured and leanfleshed, such as 1 never saw in all the land of 
Egypt for badness:"-animal magnetism:-"and the lean and the 
ill favoured kine did eat up the first seven fat kine: and when they 
had eaten them up, it could not be known that they had eaten them : 
but they were still ill favoured, as at the beginning. So I awoke. And 
I saw in my dream, and, behold, seven ears came up in one stalk, full 
and good: and, behold, seven ears, withered, thin, and blasted with 
the east wind, sprung up after themv-Mrs. Eddy says, "God's law 
is in three words, 'I am All' " (No. 30: 1 l ) ,  and because that is God's 
law and that is the Christ, everything unlike Truth is doomed forever 
to be "blasted with the east wind." Everything that is evil, everything 
that is material, is doomed to destruction. "And the thin ears devoured 



the seven good ears: and I told this unto the magicians: but there 
was none that could declare it t o  me" (Gen. 41 : 17-24). 

"And Joscph said unto Pharaoh, The dream of Pharaoh is one"- 
there is nothing in reality but the infinite One. "God hath shewed 
Pharaoh B hat he is about to do. The seven good kine are seven yezrs: 
and the sewn good ears are seven years: the dream is one. And the 
seven thin anti i l l  favoured kine that came u p  after them are seven 
year(;: and the seven empty ears blasted with the east wind shall be 
seven ycars of famine. This is the thing nhich I have spoken unto 
Pharaoh: i i h t  God is about to d o  he shenreth unto Pharaoh. 
Behold. t l i c r ~  cnmc sc\cn ycars of grcut plcnty throughout all the 
land of Egqpt : and there shall arise after them s e \ m  years of famine; 
and all the plmty sh~ill be forgotten in the land of Egypt: and the 
famine shzll consume the land: and the plent) sliall not be known in 
the land by reason of that famine following; for i t  \hall be very 
grievous. And for that the dream u.as doubled unto Pharaoh twice: 
it is because the thing is established by God. and God will shortly 
bring i t  to pn\s" (Gcn. 41 : 25-32)-that sense of""'wo," which comes 
in all the tinic. symbolizes the ordered idea of God,-Soul as Spirit. 
Spirit gives order and Soul identifies that order. This whole story is 
perfectly ordcred. "Without natures p:irticularly defined, objects and 
subjects \i ould be obscure . . ." 

Here you bcgin to see the ordered way of dealing with malicious 
animal magnetism. Joseph is the story in t h ~ s  period of Soul which 
shows you how to destroy the tares and gather the wheat into the 
barn. how to exchange "the objects of' scnse for the ideas of Soul" 
(S. 8: H. 269: 15 -1 6 ) .  Joseph is the story of how when you have some 
sense of "Let there be light." and then some scnse of "Let there be n 
firmament." r~fter that >QU must begin to have a sense of "Let the 
dry land appctr." a sense ot' defining. That definins is twofold: i t  
destroys the t.tres and gathers the wheat into the barn. The destroying 
of  the tares ic the handling of animal magnetism. and this story about 
Joseph being hdld into Egypt shows the working ol'animal magnetism, 
which destroy.; itself: all that i t  attempted to d o  to Joseph resulted 
only in its ov 11 destruction, and that is ~vha t  ahvays happens. 

The Necessity of Handling Evil 

You remember that Mrs. Eddy says in that poem we have spoken 
0f:- 

"The hoar fight is forgotten ; 
Our eagle, like the dove, 

Returns to bless a bridal 
Betokened from above" (My. 337 : 1 1-1 4). 
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For humanity's welfare England and America should have got 
together long ago, but suspicion, self-importance in both countries, 
criticism, and foolishness have all tried to keep them apart. They 
should have got together long ago to serve humanity and to establish 
the rights of man through "the love for God and man," but they have 
often been kept apart by malicious animal magnetism. To-day there 
is growing up a small body of men and women who know how to 
handle animal magnetism, as a musician knows how to handle 
discord or an engineer a mistake through culture of the subject. As 
we understand and culture in our thought this whole story of the days 
of creation,-"Let there be light," "Let there be a firmament," "Let 
the dry land appear," and so on,-so that it becomes of positive 
spiritual value to us, we shall see how we can take this mortal problem 
that we call animal magnetism, which is the attraction of the physical, 
and how to analyze, uncover, and annihilate it, just as you would 
correct discord in music or mistakes in mathematics. 

This whole story of Joseph shows that you cannot go an:y further 
until you do handle animal magnetism. If you don't do it, you are 
going to be like the baker, who was hanged on a tree and the birds of 
the air ate his flesh: that is, you will know God to some extent as 
Mind, Spirit, and Soul, but you will stop there. But if y o ~ l  will see 
Mind, Spirit, and Soul as three branches of one vine and press them, 
and so gain the inspiration which leads you on to divine Principle, 
Life, Truth, and Love, then you will handle animal magnetism. The 
only person who can handle discord in music is a cultured musician, 
and the only person who can handle the discords of materialism is a 
cultured and spiritually-minded Christian and metaphysician. None 
of us will ever be ready to go forward until we come to the point 
where consistently and with the Mind of Christ, with the conscious- 
ness of the divine idea operating in the divine plan of n~etaphysics, we 
begin consciously and intelligently to analyze, uncover, and annihi- 
late the mortal problem and to think our way out of hell-and that is 
the only way we shall ever get out of hell. "If I make my bed in hell, 
behold, thou art there" (Ps. 139: 8), and the only hell there is, is the 
hell of materiality or animal magnetism. You will come to a stop 
unless you get down to handling evil, and Mrs. Eddy implies that it 
is the most difficult thing to make people do. When you begin to do it, 
it seems at first like practising scales in music. Well, every musician 
knows that if he doesn't practise his scales, he doesn't get anywhere, 
but at first it may seem a burden. Then the time comes when he does 
it on a much more exalted basis, and then the practising of scales is 
no longer a burden, because he recognizes its value. 

So you are now face to face with the proposition that you cannot 
use your third day in its fulness unless you are willing to start to 
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analyze. uncover, and annihilate mima1 magnetism. You touch thc 
Christ at  this point ot' Soul, and hloses has alu,ays been recognized 
its the first r c ~ 1  rypc of the Christ. I-ie handled the claim of animal 
magnetism tllorougl~l>. enough to b r i n ~  the Israeli tcs out of Egypt. 
At this point the symbol ot'handling c\iI is Joseph. but the idea goes 
on through thc symbol ot' Moses. M'hat matters to >ou and me is how 
each one of 11, a n  usc these stories. The \i.holc story of Joseph shows 
that you won'l rczei\rc the divine naming ;tnd blessing and you ~ ~ . o n ' t  
be led to idcntity a n d  translation  exc chi in gin^ "the objects of sense 
for thc i d u c  ot' Soul") unless you arc \+.itling to handle with the 
infinit ucic 01' \piritu:tl ideas thc myriad helict.~ of the human mind. 

"Take C'p the Fifth Part of the Land" 

Joseph goes on: "NOW therefore let Pharaoh look out a man 
discreet ;tnd \ \  i\c, i i ~ d  set him over the land of' t<g~.pt .  Let Pharaoh 
do this. ;tnci I:t him appoint ofticers o\.er the lrtnd, and take up the 
tifth part o l ' t l~c  Imd of Egypt in the scvcn plcntcous years" (Gen. 41 : 
33. 34). Yo11 6.noiv that on the fifth day, the d;ty of' Lifk, j . 0 ~ 1  begin for 
the first time rcally to lay hold on  the essence o i  the Word, the Christ, 
Christianity. ilnd Science from the aspect of the Word. On the fifth 
day ot'crelitic~~n thcrc ;ire four statements. and those four statements 
indicate the N'ord in its o \ in  aspect, the Word reI1~'ctinz the Christ, 
the U'or~i  ~-i'flccting Christianity, and the N'ord reflecting Science. 
"Take up I 1;c tit'th part of' the land of E ~ p t  in the seven plenteous 
j.t.:tr.s"---yo11 u i l l  inherit in the fifth d;iy of L i k  the essence of the 
s a w  ciLi!.\ ot' cr-c'ition, the M'ord. If you use t l ~  three days of Mind, 
Spirit. anti Sc?al. --the N'ord in its ou 11 aqxct,-;incf then go forward 
to Soul. Principle. and Lire, you will inherit Lit> in the Word 
reflecting the ('hrist. the U'ord reflecting Christianity, and the Word 
reflecting S~icncc .  Jcsub fulfilled the Word. the seven days of creation. 
and he said. " I  n r n  come that they might have lit'e, and that they might 
have it more abundantly" (John 10: 10). 

Dealing with the Lean Years 

"And Ict tl~cril gat11t.r all the food of those good )'ears that come, 
;ind 1;iy up corn undcr the hand of Phrii.;toh, and Ict them keep fi>od 
in thc cities. And that t'ood shall be for store to the land against the 
seven ycrtrs ot' 1';imi tic, 11 llich sI1;111 be in the land of' Egypt ; that the 
land perish nor through the famine" (Gen. 41 : 7 5 ,  36). There is no 
more interesting illustration than this to show you that if you are 
going to deal \r.ith the lean years, which symbolize the workings of 
evil, ~ O L I ' I Y  got to d o  it systematically and scientifically. As we have 
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seen, Mrs. Eddy said that she never knew a student who understood 
the handling of evil, because none of them really saw the Science of 
Christian Science, and you can't handle evil if you haven't glimpsed 
pure Science. (How could you correct mistakes in mat lematics 
without knowing the science of it?) In Mrs. Eddy's time her followers 
didn't see the Science of Christian Science as it has been revealed to 
us to-day, but the time has come when God has shown us its Science, 
and so we can deal with the claims of evil scientifically. You can't 
handle 2 - 1 -  2 -. 5 except with 2 4- 2 = 4, or 3 -1- 3 = 7 except with 
3 + 3 = 6. 3 f- 3 == 6 is right, but it won't correct 2 - - 2 - 5. 
"Divine metaphysics is now reduced to a system, to a forin compre- 
hensible by and adapted to the thought of the age in which we live" 
(S. & H. 146: 3 1-I),-the scientific age, the age of system, order, and 
exact thinking. In Science you must discern error in particular and 
deal with it specifically, and this story of Joseph is most specific and 
systematic. 

"And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes 
of all his servantsw-Joseph made some demonstration if he even made 
it good in the eyes of Pharaoh! "And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, 
Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee all this, there is none so dis- 
creet and wise as thou art : thou shalt be over my house, and according 
unto thy word shall all m y  people be ruled: only in the throne will I 
be greater than thouw-only in the human state. "And Pharaoh said 
unto Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the land of Egypt. And 
Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph's 
hand, and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain 
about his neck; and he made him to ride in the second chariot which 
he had; and they cried before him, Bow the knee:"-"every knee 
shall bow" (Isa. 45: 23) to Christ, we've got to make every claim of 
evil subservient to our understanding of Truth:-"and he made him 
ruler over all the land of Egypt. And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I am 
Pharaoh, and without thee shall no man lift up his hand or foot in all 
the land of Egypt. And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnath-pa- 
aneah; and he gave him to wife Asenath the daughter of Poti-pherah 
priest of On. And Joseph went out over all the land of Egypt. And 
Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh king of 
Egyptw-he had laid hold on the sense of resurrection, and had 
applied it to the human problem (the "ten"). "And Joseph went out 
from the presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land of 
Egypt. And in the seven plenteous years the earth brought forth by 
handfuls. And he gathered up all the food of the seven years, which 
were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food in the cities: the food 
of the field, which was round about every city, laid he up in the same. 
And Joseph gathered corn as the sand of the sea, very much, until he 
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left numbering: for i t  was without number" (Gen. 41 : 37, 3949)- 
it was infinite. 

The Scripture says, "for that day shall not come, except there come 
a falling aw.ay tirst, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of 
perdition: who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called 
God. or that i.i u~orshipped" ( I 1  Thess. 2 :  3, 4). You will not inherit 
the kingdom of God until you learn to handle the claims of animal 
magnetism. Supposc a small boy starts to learn mathematics: how 
kir could hc get until he learnt to correct mistakes'? The Christ, the 
divine manikstation of God. "comes to the flesh to destroy incarnate 
crror" (S. '! t 1. 5 S 3 :  1 0 - 1  I ) and so humanity must learn to handle 
crror systcm;irically and scientifically. That may seem a far cry. 
hecause i t  is ditlicult to get even a student of  Christian Science to 
handle the c1;iirns of' ekril systematically and scientifically. But some 
day humanity is; bound to learn its lesson. Humanity is not going to 
go on bcing blinded. fettered, and fooled into believing in values that 
are no values. and the nations which should work for good and unity 
are no longer soing to be divided. 

Ephraim and hlanasseh 

"And unto Joseph were born two sons"-notice the "two" again- 
"before thc )cars of famine came, which Asenath the daughter of 
Poti-phcrah prie\t 01' On bare unto him" (Gen. 41 : 50). Those two 
sons were Ephraim and Vanasseh. Of course, you know that the 
Anglo-Israelite. taking the sons of Jacob as historical symbols, says 
that Ephraim and Manasseh are America and Britain. But they 
represent state5 of consciousness, and anybody who has those states 
of connciousncss is Ephraim and Manasseh. It isn't a national thing. 
although it IS true that if nations inherit those states of con- 
sciousness, t l ~ y  do become Ephraim and Jf anasse h. 

"And Joccph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh: For 
God. said hc. hath made me forget all my toil, and all my father's 
house" (Gm. -I 1 : 5 1 ). I have often told you in the greatest humility 
that the reason why I was able to see Mrs. Eddy's revelation as 
Science ~ a c  that I saw that we have to be obedient to Mrs. Eddy 
and handlc t!ie claims of evil. I never miss handling them, and I 
handle them scientifically and systematically. The time comes to 
each one of us when it is no longer a burden to us, but it is a joy. 
You know M here you're going and what you're doing. You forget 
your "toil" in h;indling animal magnet ism, and you forget everything 
that could be considered your "father's house." 

"And the name of the second called he Ephraim: For God hath 
caused me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction" (Gen. 41 : 52). 

328 



If you will be obedient, if as the Christ-idea comes to you you see 
that it is no abstraction, but that it comes to the flesh, that there has 
got to be the translation of mortal mind, that Christian Science 
shows us how to exchange "the objects of sense for the ideas of Soul," 
that there has got to be analysis, uncovering, and annihilation, and 
if you are faithful to that, then first of all there comes to you the 
Manasseh state of thought and you forget your toil, and then there 
comes to you the Ephraim state of thought and you inherit the sense 
of positive fruitfulness. It is a very interesting point that when Jacob 
came to bless Manasseh and Ephraim, he blessed Ephraim first,- 
the fruitfulness first. (See Gen. 48.) 

At the beginning of Israelitish history Manasseh was the important 
tribe, but eventually Ephraim became the important one. Ephraim 
was the heart and soul of the Northern Kingdom of Israel, which was 
taken into captivity and scattered abroad. What really happened was 
that they took the right idea of God with them out into the world 
and so ceased to be Jews. "Metaphysics . . . exchanges the objects of 
sense for the ideas of Soul" (S. & H. 269: 14-16) and so that which 
seemed like a calamity to the Northern Kingdom meant that mankind 
began to know God. The Hebrews who still remain Jews in thought 
are still waiting for the Christ. 

Squeeze the Fruit of the Vine 

As you study the days of creation in the Bible and in "Science and 
Health," you are bound to understand a little of the nature of God: 
the light breaks on you, and you begin to see that nothing is ever 
going on but God,-that there is only one Being. You begin by 
gaining some sense of the days of creation, and then you begin to 
see the definite order in them. And then they swell in your thought 
until eventually you say to yourself, "Why, they are leading me to an 
understanding of God as Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, 
and Love," and then you feel, "I must know what these terms mean." 
Then your thought becomes subjective, and you begin to understand 
Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, and Love subjectively, 
and then you begin to see how they operate in a four-dimensional 
calculus of spiritual thought, which John describes as the city four- 
square, the four sides of which symbolize the Word, Christ, Christi- 
anity, and Science. They become living, warm, vital, and active to you, 
and pretty soon you begin to think in terms of those four, just as in 
arithmetic you think in terms of addition, subtraction, multiplication, 
and division. 

When you come to the third day state of thought and the "dry 
land" appears and things become definite, then you're very wise if 
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you take the rhrce days of Mind. Spirit, and Soul.-the three branches 
of the one \.;nc..-and squccze the fruit until i t  becomes the wine of 
inspiration. 1.0u'r-e \vise if you don't stop satisfied, but go on into 
the fourth day of system, where the sun, the moon, and the stars 
symbolize Principle. its idea. and the workings of that idea. 

This u,hole story of the Biblc is the most consecuti\.e, the most 
scientific. and the most spiritual story in all the ~+.orld. Stories like the 
story of Joscph here used hy the great prophets to fulfil that picture 
in the tirst c1i:tpter o i  Genesis, u.hich is the "md-plot" of the Bible, 
"rile u.arp and ~ i o o f  of Holy Writ." Now. all we'\.c. got to do is to let 
in this Cht-i;t-idca. to think it, li\.c it, 1oi.c it. and Ict it use us. It is 
dynamic. I t  is of thc nature of pouw and k i n g .  All we've got to do  
is honestly and sincere$ to think it, to seek it, and then we shall bc 
able to find i t  and uw it, and ewntually n.e shall he i t .  



(March 9th, 1948) 

JOSEPH-I1 

Joseph and the Famine in Egypt 

Remember that the one thing we are trying to do is to find and 
prove God. Everything we do in these talks and in our individual 
study of the Bible is for the purpose of understanding and proving 
God. 

The Symbol of the Advancing Idea 

Now, look back at the story as we have seen it so far. We had 
our "seed-plot" in the first chapter and the first three verses of 
the second chapter of Genesis-the layout of the story of the Bible. 
Then we considered the story of Adam in the first thousand years 
of the Bible record, and we saw how an understanding of God as 
Mind analyzes, uncovers, and annihilates the Adam dream. You 
and I need to get rid of the Adam in ourselves, and it is the nature 
of God as Mind which shows us how to analyze, uncover, and 
annihilate that dream. Then we considered the story of Noah in the 
second thousand-year period of the Bible, illustrating the nature of 
God as Spirit,-as that understanding or "firmament" which 
separates intelligently between the real and the unreal. And then 
we came in the third thousand years of the Bible, the period which 
we are still considering, to the story of Abraham, in which the 
creative sense which we saw in the first thousand-year period began 
to be identified; it was now identified as fatherhood. Then we came 
to the story of Isaac, which was also in the tone of Soul reflecting 
Mind. And then we took the story of Jacob, that wonderful story 
of Jacob, which illustrates Sou1 reflecting Spirit. Soul makes every- 
thing definite, and here it identified Jacob as Israel; Spirit separates, 
and here we saw that Jacob's struggle all along was the warfare 
between the Spirit and the flesh. 
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And then the symbol of the advancing idea, which had been 
succc~sivcly Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, became the 
twelve sons of Jacob. Here, although u e  uere still seeing the illus- 
tration of Soul reflecting Spirit, which names and blesses, we were 
beginning to feel the change of tone which comes in Soul, where 
Soul reflecting Soul not only makes definite, but also identifieg 
everything w~ th  Principle. Here 1c.e began to touch the hem of 
the garment of the Christ. The climax of the symbol of the twelve 
sons of Jacoh was Joseph, that woman sensc ~vhich brought Science 
and Lvhich gives Science to each one of us. You rcmember that 
Jacob blessed Joseph ~ r i t h  "blessings of the breasts, and of thc 
\+ornb'' (Gen. 49: 25),-the woman sense. 

So you set. the- importance of understanding the ordered nature 
of God,--the importance to us individually and the importance to 
humanity. Historically these Bible stories aren't considered factu- 
ally reliable by the best authorities, but a5 symbols of essential 
spiritual f x t s ,  which everybody can understand and use throughout 
eternity, they arc the most vital things in all the world. 

And so u,e have come to this inspiring story of Joseph, and 
the more you know of it the more you see that it really is the most 
wonderful symbol. The commentaries point out that the story of 
Joseph is made up of many eastern stories brought together to link 
two historical theories: one theory of Israelitish history was that 
the lsraelites went into Canaan with Abraham and ahcays stayed 
there. and another theory kvas that they didn't stay there long, but 
\vent down into Egypt, and that the nation really started when Ilfoscs 
led them out of Egjpt. So the writers on the Bible state that Joseph 
mas a link to join the stories of Jacoh and Moses, just as Isaac 
uas  a link to join the stories of Abraham and Jacob. Joseph may 
hakve been a link, but he was a kery important link, and whilqt 
it may be true that the prophets took collection of stories of the 
east and used them in the Joseph saga, still it is :ilso true that they 
used them in order to symbolize spiritual fact. 

Remember that the Adam story and the Noah story are called 
~uj.ths, and that the stories about Abraham and Jacob and Joseph 
are caIIed suqris. The Moses stories are not callcd myths or sagas 
but tradition, and the whole tone is different. 

Joseph Went Down into Egypt 

As you watch the development of the story of Joseph, you see 
that what he did was a wonderful thing: Joseph went down into 
E g j ~ t .  he delved into the workings of evil, and through Soul trans- 
lated the "objects of sense" into the "ideas of Soul": in doing so, 
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he even translated Pharaoh into a good human concept. You 
remember that it says in the first chapter of Exodus, "Now there 
arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not Joseph" (Ex. 
1 : 8), but during Joseph's life Pharaoh was a symbol of the good 
human concept. The ten sons of Jacob were a symbol of the appli- 
cation of Truth to the human, and of what was later symbolized 
by the Commandments-"Thou shalt not." Joseph saw that the 
symbol of Benjamin is that which unites the Joseph state of con- 
sciousness; which foreshadows Science, to the ten brethren; Joseph 
saw that they couldn't be united without Benjamin. 

Now, look at this story as a symbol: get away from the history 
of it. Historically it means very little, but look at the story as a 
symbol and see what it really means. Jacob undoubtedly gave 
to Joseph some sense of the seven days of creation, the "coat of 
many colours," and Joseph was able to receive it, and then he did 
that wonderful thing which Mrs. Eddy later did for us: he went 
down into Egypt. Joseph saw that it was essential to go down into 
Egypt, and although he himself did not go there purposely, he was 
not afraid when he found himself there. He went down into Egypt 
and he began that handling of the claim of Egypt which Moses 
eventually climaxed in order to bring the children of Israel out 
of Egypt. Without handling evil you will never come out of Egypt 
in any degree, and Egypt is only the darkness of mortal mind; you 
and I will never come out of Egypt in any degree except as we 
understand intelligently how to analyze, uncover, and annihilate the 
claims of animal magnetism. When we understand how to do that, 
we shall know how to go forward and demonstrate divine Principle, 
Life, Truth, and Love, and only in the degree that we do handle 
evil shall we come out of Egypt, or mortality. 

The "Egypt" of To-day 

I was reading to-day in the American magazine called "Time" 
an article in which the writer describes very well the present con- 
dition of religion in the world, and the picture certainIy is pathetic. 
Now, we know the answer, but we must give it to mankind. We 
go just so far and no farther at the moment, but the demonstration 
we've got to make is to get the story of the Bible to mankind. Mrs. 
Eddy took the story of the Bible, crystallized it, and reduced it to a 
system whereby every man can understand the things of God scien- 
tifically and systematically and so lead himself out of the hell of 
materiality. It is an individual problem: only in the proportion that 
you can lead yourself out of the hell of materiality can you lead 
mankind out of that hell. The situation described in this article is the 
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" E p p t "  of to-day. I f  you want to dcal u i th  that "Egypt," you'ke 
got t o  begin h y  dealing with it in yourself. J'ou are just one part of 
the picture painted by this man. You'vc got to go  down into Egqpt 
yoursclf rind help the situation individually. or- bou will be 01' no 
use to ni;inkind. Jesus said, "And I ,  ~ t '  I be llfied up from the earth. 
w i l l  draw a11 men unto me" (John 12: 32). \r ou've got to undcr- 
stand the n;lture of  God  as blind. ;is l i lht :  you'ke got to under- 
stand the nature of God  as Spirit, as  that ivhich separates the real 
from t l ~  unrcal. that which de\.elops. that vhich  g i ~ e s  order;  and 
you've got to be able to  make things Jetinite through Soul, and that 
is \vhat we are cons~dering at the momcnt. You've got to be able 
t o  make what you know definite. 

An Extract from "Time" 

This article is really very interesting:- 

With prayer, with humility of spirit tempering his temerity of mind, 
man has alnays sought to dcfine thc nature of the most important 
fact in his experience: God. To this unending effort to know God. 
man is driver: by the noblest of his intuit~ons-the scnse of his mortal 
incompleteness-and by hard experience. For man's cccasional lapses 
from God-seeking i n e ~  itably result in intolerable shallowness of thought 
combined with incalculable mischief in action. 

hlodern man k n w s  a great deal about the naturc of the atom. 
Rut he kn0n.s almost nothing about the naturc of God. almost never 
thinks about it, and is complacently unauare that there may be any 
reason to. Theology, the intellectilal s1stc.m u.hereby man sorts out his 
thoughts abclut faith and grace, cnjoys much less popular appeal than 
astrology. M'it ti its 'decolutionary theopantism' and 'axiological eschato- 
logy,' theology is jan-brcakingly abstract. And its mood is widely felt 
to be about as bracing as an unaired vestry. 

Mfbrthv Hahir. This is scarcely strange, since among millions of 
Christians rcligion itself is little more than a  ort thy mental habit, 
socially manifested in church attendance often more sporadic and much 
less disturbing than regular visits to the dentist. 

To the mass of unthcological Christians, God has become, at best, 
a rather unfairly furtive presence. a lurking luminosity, a cozy thought. 
At worst, Ht. is conversationally embarrassing. There is scarcely any 
danger that n member of thc ncighbourhood ct~urch will, like Job, hcar 
God speak out of the whirlwind (\vhirlwincis are dangerous), or that he 
will be nic~ved to dash d o w  the ccntre aisle, crying, like Isaiah: 'Howl, 
ye ships of Tarshish.' 

Under the bland influence of the idea of progress, man, supposing 
himself more and more to be the mcasure of all things, achieved a 
singularly easy conscience and an almost hermetically smug optimism. 
The idea thar man is sinful and needs redemption was subtly changed 
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into the idea that man is by nature good and hence capable of indefinite 
perfectibility. This perfectibility is being achieved through technology, 
science, politics, social reform, education. Man is essentially good, says 
20th Century liberalism, because he is rational, and his rationality is 
(if the speaker happens to be a liberal Protestant) divine, or (if he hap- 
pens to be religiously unattached) at least benign. Thus the reason- 
defying paradoxes of Christian faith are happily bypassed. 

Catastrophic. Paradoxes. And yet, as 20th Century civilization 
reaches a climax, its own paradoxes grow catastrophic. The incompar- 
able technological achievement is more and more dedicated to the task 
of destruction. Man's marvelous conquest of space has made total war 
a household experience and, over vast reaches of the world, the common- 
est childhood memories. The more abundance increases, the more 
resentment becomes the characteristic new look of 20th Century faces. 
The more production multiplies, the more scarcities become endemic. 
The faster science gains on disease (which, ultimately, seems always to 
elude it), the more the human race dies at the hands of living men. Men 
have never been so educated, but wisdom, even as an idea, has conspicu- 
ously vanished from the world . . . 
This article is the kind of article that is appearing to-day, and it 

is a good thing that the problem is being brought to the surface. 
That is the "Egypt" that, individually and collectively, we are 
up against. What are you going to do about i t? My advice to you 
is to understand the symbol which the prophets called Joseph and 
which to-day we are understanding as a sense of Soul rebuking sin. 
I t  was the understanding of the third day of creation which enabled 
Joseph to go down into Egypt and begin to deal with animal mag- 
netism and to climax the demonstration of the twelve sons; what 
Joseph did enabled Moses later to handle the plagues of Egypt, the 
false gods of human thought, and so to lead the children of Israel 
out of bondage. The whole picture is most wonderfully coherent. 

How can an intelligent person really believe that he must give 
a great deal of time and thought in order to grasp any coherent 
human subject, but that an understanding of the vastest subject in 
the world,-reality,-will come to him by way of vague and casual 
religious sentiment and emotion? That is a direct contradiction of 
Jesus' teaching: "strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it" (Matt. 7: 14)-it is an 
exact and scientific way. Science is simple because it is pure, not 
because it can be grasped in a moment. 

The Ascending Scale 

Let's remind ourselves here of Mrs. Eddy's definitions of those 
characters we have considered so far. Well, you all know the 
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definition of Adam (S. Sr H.  5 3 :  15--580: 2 7 ) .  Then this is the 
definition of Noah: "A corporeal mortal: knowledge of the nothing- 
ness of mr;tc.rinl things and of the immortality of d l  that is spiritual" 
(S. Sr H. 5'12 : 22-24)-it isn't understanding. hut .L-rtowk~r(qc of "the 
nothingness of niatcrinl things and of the immortality of all that is 
spiritual." Th.tt's ~vhere you begin: you begin to rcdize at  ri certain 
point that n1.1terinlity is nothing but :I fraud, and that the only 
immortality that 01' t he spiritual, but that doesn't ncccssarily get 
you very t:~r ii'>.ou don't go for\i.ard from t l u t  point. 

After Noah ybu come to Abraham. and thc detin~tion is: "Fidelity: 
faith in t h c  c i ~ ~ i n e  I.itL. and in thc ctcrtial I'rinciplt' of heins"--it'\ 

,firitll you9r2 gc:tins no\\.. Mrs. E d d ~  Foes on : "This patriarch illl~strated 
the purpose 01' Lote- to create trust in good. and showed the life- 
preserving po-,\cr of spiritual undcrstltnding" ( S .  & H. -570: 10 14) 
- -~vu ' r e  goi~::; up  in tllc scale, hut i t  i s  \ t i l l  f i t i t11 ;ind tru.st. 

Thew is J-o definition of Isaac. Then this is the definition of 
Jacob: ''A ci>rporc:!l mortal embracing dup!icity, repentance, sen- 
sualism. In.;piration :"--you arc asccnd~ny in t hcwyht ;--"the revela- 
tion ot' Scicnx.  in n~hich the so-callcri material senses yield to 
the spiritu:~l wnse of Life and Lo~re" (S.  I t .  8 9 :  4-7). So you 
go up the scn le and you h:\\.e iil.spirtr/ion and r~~wltrr io t l .  

Then rit'ter J;icob j90u come to Joseph: "A corporeal mortal: 
n higher scnsi. ot'Trut11 rebuking mortal belief. or  error. and sho\y- 
ing the immortality and supremacy of Truth: pure affection blessing 
it(; enemies" { S .  & H. 589: 19-22). 

So you sce tlw importance ot' understanding these symbols. Our 
task is to underst;ind the days of creation as g i ~ ~ e n  in the first chapter 
of Genesis. and then they will s~vcll in our tliought into numerals of  
consciousnes\ u hereby Fve can intelligently gain a sense of God as 
Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, Truth. and Love. We must begin 
to see wha: ttxc Adam story indicates, uvhat the S o a h  story indicatcs, 
what the Abraham story indicates. lvhat the Isaac story indicates. 
what the Jacob <tory indicates, and \\hat the t\+clve tribes of Israel 
indicate. and /-mv they are a11 symbols of the r~il\.ancing idea. To-day 
our symbols ;rrc Mind. Spirit, Soul, Principle. Lik. Truth. and Love, 
but surely you and I u m t  to see our symhols in operation in the 
Scriptural rccord. for that is the way they become living to us. The 
Bible shows thcst. symbols in operation. It Lvas \+.ritten by spiritually- 
mindcd men t o  .;how how the spiritual idea developed through the 
Jewish nation ;ind also how the idm will devclop to everybody. 
The way mathematics develops is the way i t  aluriys develops. It 
may take a sn~;lll hoy a certain amount of time to learn addition. 
subtraction. niul tiplicn tion, and division. but the operation ot' 
mathematics is a 1 b . a ~ ~  goins on-mat hematics itself has nothing to  
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do with the time factor, or with the ability of the individual who 
desires to use it. Mathematics has always existed. 

Two Developing Ideas 

Two developments have helped in a great measure to establish 
what we are seeing and understanding of Science, and in both cases 
the idea came to me in an instant. The first was the Oxford Summer 
School: that changed the picture as much as anything else has 
done. The idea came in a flash, and the minute it came I decided 
to act upon it .  I t  has taken a lot of loving, protecting, appreciating, 
and understanding, but as one woman wrote to me the other day: 
"I feel with my life that there was a time before Oxford and a time 
after Oxford; it is all different now." The second idea was these 
verbatim reports. The idea suddenly came to me of circulating 
verbatim reports of these talks, and to-day they are going all over 
the world. As our spiritually scientific study of the Bible develops 
in this way, we shall be enabled to bring what we know to mankind, 
and I feel that we shall be able to do that better as we understand 
this story of Joseph. 

Joseph Saw the Remedy 

You remember that we finished the last talk with Chapter 41, 
and in that chapter Pharaoh's two dreams were described. The 
Pharaoh was usually looked upon by the prophets and the Israelites 
as the epitome of iniquity, but the Pharaoh in this story of Joseph 
is a symbol of a good human concept of the divine idea and he is 
made to do many wonderful things. He really operates like a good 
religionist. Of course, the lesson is that Joseph in Egypt made even 
Pharaoh help him; he exchanged "the objects of sense for the ideas 
of Soul" (S. & H. 269 : 1 5-1 6) and we can do the same thing. We 
don't have to hurt "the oil and the wine": the Scripture says, "See 
thou hurt not the oil and the wine" (Rev. 6:  6). 

Someone asked me this question about Pharaoh and his dreams: 
"Pharaoh saw in these dreams that the lean kine ate up the fat 
kine and the lean ears ate up the full ears; so does that mean that 
mortal mind really destroyed the truth which Joseph saw?" No, 
because Joseph saw the remedy and he used it. What Pharaoh 
saw is what the human mind sees to-day: the human mind looks at 
the world to-day and says, "We are heading for calamity." What 
else can it say? That is all it knows. But Joseph says, "No, we'll 
deal with this situation systematically and spiritually." We have 
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to start to do th:~t indik~idually. We've got to have that state of 
thought ~vhich knows God and can prove God. 

"And Joseph ansi+wed Pharaoh. saj.ing, It is not in me: God 
shall gi\.e Pharaoh an answer of peace. And Pharaoh said unto 
Joseph, In my dream, behold. I stood upon the bank of the river: 
and, behold, there came up out o f  the river ceven kine, fatfleshed 
and well fa \ .ourd:  and they fed in a meadow:"--and when you and 
I learn to 1ii.c and think in the realm of idea. kve shall always feed 
in the "n~cndoiv." in "grccn pastures." "If I make my bed in hell, 
behold. thou c ~ r t  t!~crc" (Ps. 139: 8). "And. behold, seven other 
Linc  c:In>e : ~ p  aftcr thcni.  poor and very i l l  t-a\.ourcd and Icanikshcd. 
such as  1 1 l a t . r  saw in all the land of F p p t  for badness: and the 
lean and the i l l  faloured kine did eat up the first seven fat kine: 
and when they had eaten them up, it could not be known that they 
had eaten them: but they were still i l l  fa~.ourcd, :is at the beginning. 
So I awoke" iGen. 41 : 16 -2 1 ). No\$', Joseph sn\v thc remedy for 
that situation and he pro\.idcd the remedy. Phm-~ioh's dream is a 
symbol of uh:it thc ordinary human being sees to-day, because 
Pharaoh mas just a tpxl human concept. And that good human 
concept. not having Science, is at times comforted, but at other 
times it can set. only ciisastcr ahead. 

Joseph's answer i5 vcry interesting: "And Joseph said unto 
Pharaoh. The drcam of Pharaoh is one: God liath shewed Pharaoh 
mhat he is ahout to do. The seven good kine are seven years; and 
the se\.en sood ears arc seLren years: the dream is one . . .What 
God is about to do he shcwcth unto Pharaoh. Behold, there come 
seven years of yreat plenty throughout all the land of E m t :  and 
there shall ari\c iifter them sc\.cn years of famine; and all the plenty 
shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt: and the famine shall con- 
5ume the I:mi : nnci the plenty shall not be known in the land by 
reason of that famine following: for it shall be very grievous. And 
for that thc dream was douhlcd unto Phr~raoh twice" (Gen. 41 : 
25 ,  26. 28--32)-there is the "four." the calculus of reality and the 
so-called cnlculuc of unreality, "doubled . . . twice." Whatever is 
divinely true t'oreiw- exists in the infinite calculus of reality, and 
 h hat ever is false claims to exist in the so-called calculus of unreality. 
In mathematics the ideas of mathematics always operate in a four- 
dimensional c~lculus  of addition. subtraction, niultiplication, and 
division. In the realm of spiritual reality the ideas of Life, Truth, 
and Love a ln .~ys  operate in an infinite four-dimensional calculus 
of the Word. the Christ, Christianity, and Science. This eternal 
and divine infinite calculus John describes in Revelation as "the 
city which lieth foursquare." 

"Wow therefi~rc let Pharaoh look out a miin discreet and wise, 
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and set h im over the land of Egypt. Let Pharaoh do this, and let 
him appoint officers over the land, and take up the fifth part of the 
land of Egypt in the seven plenteous years" (Gen. 41: 33, 34). All 
the way through this story you find the symbol "five," and you 
remember that at the point of Life in the order of creation you begin 
to understand the days of creation as numerals of infinity; at the 
point of Truth you begin to know them as synonymous terms for 
God; and at the point of Love you begin to see the oneness of being. 
So at the point of Life, symbolized here by the "fifth part," you 
begin to understand the value of the seven days of creation as they 
swell into some sense of what we call numerals,-that is, an advancing 
sense of the synonymous terms for God. Then you begin to learn 
how to use these numerals as the Word in its own aspect, the Word 
reflecting the Christ, the Word reflecting Christianity, and the Word 
reflecting Science. In the fifth day, you begin to grasp the calculus 
of the Word, and the focus of your whole thought is at the point of 
Life, where you are able to demonstrate multiplication and immor- 
tality, and you are able to lay down the mortal,-to demonstrate 
that love (with a small "1") which is the laying down of the mortal. 

"And let them gather all the food of those good years that come, 
and lay up corn under the hand of Pharaoh, and let them keep 
food in the cities. And that food shall be for store to the land against 
the seven years of famine, which shall bc in the land of Egypt; 
that the land perish not through the famine" (Gen. 41: 35, 36). 
And if you understand the days of creation, the "land" of definite 
spiritual understanding will never perish. What Pharaoh, the good 
human concept, saw was that the lean kine ate up the fat kine 
and that they were as lean as before, but %hat Joseph did was to 
use his sense of the calculus of reality to destroy the so-called calculus 
of unreality. He used the sevenfold aspect of the divine to analyze, 
uncover, and annihilate the counterfeit in every detail. 

The Good Human Concept 

"And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the 
eyes of all his servants. And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can 
we find such a one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is?" 
(Gen. 41 : 37, 38). It's amazing what Pharaoh seemed to see, but 
remember that he is n symbol of the good human concept. The 
fact is that if you show a good, liont.st, intelligent human being 
to-day this picture that we are lookirig at, he will take a great interest 
in it. The mentality that is difficult to interest is that of a person 
who isn't prepared to think and who claims that Christian Science 
is so simple that it requires no effort to understand. 
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".4nd Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed 
thee all this. there is none so discreet and wise as thou art: thou 
shalt be over my house. and according unto thy word shall all 
my people be ruled" (Gen. 41 : 39, 40)-what was Joseph's "word"? 
I t  was the W'ord of God. the calculus ot' the Word, and all were 
to be ruled by it. The Word of God operates as the Word, and it  
also reflects the ('hrist, Christianity, and Science. 

"And PI~ar-:ioli said unto Joscph, Set.. I have set thee over all 
the land c\t' Egypt. And Pharaoh took otT his ring from his hand, 
and put it upon Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in vestures of 
fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck" (Gen. 41 : 41, 42)- 
the ring is ai\i,ays ri type of infinity, the linen vestures are a type 
of purity, and the. "gold chain" symbolizes "the gold of human 
character" (S. & H. 565: 22). So it is all symbolism of what the 
goad human concept  ill yield to us Lvhen we can convince it. I t  
will say. "k'es, I can see that you ha\.e touched the hem of infinity 
and that your nloti~c. is pure. and I can see that you have the gold 
of human ih:~r:tctcr.'' I t  \ \ . i l l  yield US that, if we convince it. 

"And he made him to ridc in the second chariot which he had; 
and they cricd hefore him. Bow the knee: and he made him ruler 
over all the hnd of Egypt" (Gcn. 41 : 43). Wherever the Christ-idea 
is manifested. c\wy knee k v i l l  bow to that idea, every human concept 
\+.ill bo\v do\\ n before i t .  

"And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and without 
thee shall no man lift up his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt. 
And Pharaoh callcci Joseph's name Zaphnath-pi-aneah; and he 
gave him to i\,ifc .\scnath the daughter of Potiphcrah pricst of On. 
And Joscph ncnt out o \ w  all the land of Egypt" (Gen. 41: 44, 
45). The historians Ilabcn't the faintest idea N ho was the Pharaoh 
at this timc, or u.ho was the Pharaoh when Moses led the Israelites 
out ot' Eg\-pt. They make all kinds of guesses, but they don't know 
for ccrt:lin. I t  is thought now that when the children of Israel came 
out of E p p t  thc Pharaoh was Rameses 11. 

There \{a5 one outstanding Pharaoh in the history of Egypt; 
he was ca1lc.d Amcnhotep IV, but he named himself Akhenaton, 
and he tried to get rid of all the false gods of Egypt. He failed, 
bccausc the priests f'uught against him bitterly. He built a city 
called Akhctaton. now known as Tell el-Anlama, u.here they have 
discovcrcd nlmy tahlcts. He had a conccpt of the one God and he 
symbolized i t .  but he didn't \+.orship the symbol, because he 
recognized that it uas  only a symbol ; the symbol was the sun with 
two arms extended. He tried to do  ahay with every other god, 
and the gods in Egypt M.ere myriad. The priest of On was the priest 
of' thc tenlplc of the sun-god, and it savs that Pharaoh gave Joseph 
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as a wife the daughter of the priest of On, so as I read this I wondered 
whether the Pharaoh at the time of Joseph-it is just surmise, 
but some of the commentaries have indicated such a thing-whether 
he was this Akhenaton who was the outstanding disciple of mono- 
theism amongst all the Egyptian Pharaohs, the man who saw that 
there was one God. 

"The Earth Brought Forth by Handfuls" 

"And Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh 
king of Egyptv-the record is that he was actually over forty, 
because he had been down in Egypt for twenty-three years, since 
he was seventeen, but spiritually that "thirty" symbolizes a 
resurrected sense. "And Joseph went out from the presence of 
Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land of Egypt. And in the 
seven plenteous years the earth brought forth by handfuls" (Gen. 
41 : 46, 47)-you know, that gives me a wonderful sense of what is 
happening to you and me to-day as we understand the nature of 
God as Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, and Love. As 
I look back at the faint understanding we had of these things in the 
beginning, I remember our enthusiasm when we saw that there was 
a definiteness about them-that was what enthralled us. We saw 
that here at  last was something definite that we could grasp, and 
at that time our sense of it was very, very faint. But to-day when I 
see this understanding of Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, 
and Love pouring into our thought, I can see that the "earth" is 
bringing forth "by handfuls," and I know a great many human 
beings to-day for whom the "earth" has brought forth "by handfuls," 
because they are gaining the sevenfold aspect of God's nature. 

"And he gathered up all the food of the seven years, which were 
in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food in the cities: the food 
of the field, which was round about every city, laid he up in the 
same. And Joseph gathered corn as the sand of the sea, very much, 
until he left numbering; for it was without number" (Gen. 41: 
48, 49). The corn that Joseph gathered symbolizes the bread of 
Life. "Give us this day our daily bread" (Matt. 6: 11). This bread 
of Life is the sense of the seven days focused in the Word, in the tone 
of Life. In this story of Joseph the prophetic writers showed that the 
seven days of creation identify the abundance of Life and deliver 
from every kind of famine. 

"And Joseph gathered corn as the sand of the sea, very much, 
until he left numbering; for it was without number." Mrs. Eddy 
says, "The numerals of infinity, called seven days, can never be 
reckoned according to the calendar of time. These days will appear 
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as nwrtal~ty d~sappenrc. and they will reveal etern~ty. newness of 
Life, in which all wnce of error fore~.cr diwppearc and thought 
accepts the cl~iine lntinite calculus" (S. C !  14.  520: 10-15). That 
15  the s u m m a r  of the story of the days of creation as Mrs. Eddy 
has given it. 

Ephraim and 3lanasseh 

"And unto Joreph \+crc born two sons before t he  years of famine 
came, which Acenath the daughter of Poti-phcrah priest of On 
hare unto h i m .  Anri .loccph called t h c  n.lrnc of the firstborn 
blan:~ssch: For-God. said he, 113th made me forget 311 my toil."- 
there \$as no marc' "tilling the soil,"-"and all my father's house" 
(Gcn. 41 : 50. 5 11.-e~~c~ything that had gone before. Of course, the 
Hebrew writers who n-rote this were referrins to the fact that in 
his Father's houce they hadn't been able to accept Joseph. Joseph 
had to go d w t n  mto Eglpt just as Jesus had to go down into Egypt 
and be h i d h  J t sm s a ~ d .  "A11 thnt ever came betore me are thieves 
and robbers" (Solln 10- 8)-and it scemc rt pretty hard thing to hake 
mid. but he nwlnt thnt nothing tinally sol\es the problem of being 
but the uncitr\t,tnding of Science. 

"And the name of tile second called he Ephrairn: For God hath 
caused me to bc fruitful in the land of my a t f  iction" (Gen. 41 : 52) .  
N'e have a t  tirct the llanasseh state of thought-we see that we 
don't acccnlpi~ch anything by "tilling the soil" or by using old 
methods. *Thcyi the Ephrmm state of thought gives us the fruit. 
--causes us "to bc fruitful in the land of [our] affliction." "If 1 
make my bed in hcll, behold, thou art there" (Ps. 139: 8). Now. a\ 
you and I grahp thc Joseph stilte of concciousnecs. which is rr "fruitful 
bough" ar,d hr~ngs  "blcssings of the breasts, and of the womb" 
(Gen. 49: 22. 2 5  1. thc noman sensc of things. then kve shall have two 
children. and u c  h a l l  call them b.ianrts\eh and Ephr:lim. and the 
elder w i l l  sIlo\i US that we don't get anywhere through "tilling the 
coil," but r ,~ther through grace. and the younger will show us that 
the method\ of rhe p~ist don't uork.  Day by d,ly the manna f U s :  
and it mu<t  bc t'rtl>h manna. The Ephraim state of consciousness 
shows you t l u t  therc 1s abounding fruit for you even "in the land of 
[your] aftliction." For ~nstance, to take a rather personal example: I 
have often .:id. and I belleve that it is true. that the reason why I 
was able to see that 2lrs. Eddy had rerilly given us absolute Science 
was that I h ~ ~ c  alnaqs handled the claims of animal magnetism 
consistently and persistently from the time I came into the move- 
ment. That 11:mdling of'anirnal magnctim is the "land of affliction," 
but it is the land b e  I M L C  to enter, and look at the fruit it has brought 
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-it enabled me to see the Science of Mrs. Eddy's revelation, and it 
enables everyone to do the same. 

The Anglo-Israelite Theory 

Of course, I don't think we ought to give much credence to 
historical theories, such as the Anglo-Israelite theory, and yet these 
are the beliefs that are operating to influence human character and 
the world nationally and internationally. The Anglo-Israelite 
believes that the tribes of the Northern Kingdom, of which Manasseh 
and Ephraim were the greatest and which were taken into captivity in 
722 B.C. (and took the message of the Old Testament with them, 
so that the sense of the one God spread), eventually came to the 
Nordic countries and to England. Don't forget that it is not so 
long ago since even in England they worshipped many gods-you 
need only look at the stones at Stonehenge to convince yourself 
that they worshipped many gods in England. I am not trying to 
interest you in the Anglo-Israelite theory-I was interested in it 
many years ago, but I found it didn't get me anywhere and so I 
dropped it. Some consider that Ephraim and Manasseh symbolize 
America and England. Now, Jacob indicated an interesting thing 
in his blessing on these two sons of Joseph-that Manasseh at  first 
was to be the greater and then Ephraim was to become the greater. 
So it was in Israel: at first Manasseh was the more important tribe, 
and then Ephraim became the more important tribe. And if you 
believe in the theory that Britain represents Manasseh, you can 
see how at one time the British Empire was the great power in the 
world, but to-day we can't hide the fact that the greater power, 
Ephraim, is that nation which is formed of people of all nationalities 
and which gave Christian Science to the world-America. It was 
said of Ephraim that "his seed shall become a multitude of nations," 
and of Manasseh that "he also shall be great'' (Gen. 48: 19), and 
I think that the greatness of Britain in years to come will not be 
commercial or mercantile, but mental-it will be character- 
and that is the greatest asset that anyone can have. 

The understanding of Soul makes all these things definite; Mrs. 
Eddy understood Soul and she wrote that "Anglo-Israel, lo! Is 
marching under orders; His hand averts the blow" (My. 337: 
20-22), and she meant exactly what she said. As I look at the picture 
in the world to-day, I personally have no doubt that that is what is 
going to happen, although the relationship of the English-speaking 
peoples to-day must get still better. America is the only nation in 
the world that is formed of people of all nationalities; Switzerland 
is a nation formed of three or four peoples, but America is peopled 
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with all nationalities. n ho l i ~ c  together in peace and have b u ~ l t  
up a uondel Sul C I L  ~llr.,itlon. N'e n l u t  see the Joseph syrnbol operat~ng 
in our o\\n 11fe 2nd in the \\orld: unlcss we do. me cm' t  analyze. 
unco\er. and ,~nnlhil,~tc c ' ~  11 and ~ . e  are just bl~ndcd b> it. 

Can \\.e Open the Storehouses:' 

And so Joseph had t ~ o  sons and 1t.e need them, and if ive have 
the Joscph state of thought u e  shall have them. ''And the seven 
years of plenteo~isness. that was in the land of Egypt, were ended. 
And the seven years of dearth began to come. according as Joseph 
had said: and the dcarth u a s  in all lands: but in all the land of 
Egypt there bread. .And ~vhen all the Iand of Egypt was famished 
the people crxd to Pharaoh for bread: and Pharaoh said unto 
all the Egypt~ans. G o  unto Joseph; M hat he saith to you, do" (Gen: 
31: 53-S_i)--uhat Joseph had uas  the calculus of reality, and 
Pharaoh had seen something of that calculu~ in his dream. which 
u a s  "douhled . . . twice." "And the fiimine u a s  occr all the fact. 
of  the earth. and Joseph opcned all the storehouses, and sold unto 
the Egyptians: and the famine waxed sore in the Iand of Egypt" 
(Gen. 41 : 5 6 ) .  l 'ou  know. that is what I kel  we want to d o  to-day. 
The famine IS sore in all the world to-day: there is hate, jealousy, 
malice, envy, seitishness. greed, war, distrust, and so on. The question 
is: Are we Joseph'? Do we see what is happening and 'the only 
thing that can save the situation'.' Do  we see how to make the truth 
definite. hou ro makc Mind, Spirit, and Soul definite, and how to 
identify all things ~ . % h  divine Principle, Life. Truth, and Love'? 
Can we open the storehouses'? That I S  what I am long~ng to do. 
and I belictrc that God will show us the n;iy to d o  it to-day. Horrl 
we shall d o  it I don't know specifically. 

We have seen that Mrs. Eddy's revelation is Science: how can 
we get it to n ~ a n k ~ n d ?  Have ive enough of the blind of Christ to 
d o  that? "T~rne's" article on theology is ~nteresting, but there is 
nothing posit~ve to i t ,  and yet ~t gets newspaper space. How are He 
going to show the man-in-the-street that it is pure Scicnce ~ h i c h  
Mrs. Eddy d~w~vercd ' . '  The only way n c '  can show him is through 
the Joseph state ot' consciousness. N'e must understand the symbol 
of  Joseph, and !ou anci I have got to d o  just i ih~t t  Joseph did. You 
and I must have Science so abundant in our thought that it will be 
as it was said : "in the seven plenteous )ears the earth brought forth 
by handfuls" (Gen. 41 : 47). And this Christ-idea, in its Science, in 
its sevenfold cispect and its four-dimensional spiritual calculus of the 
Word, the Chri\t, Chri\tianity. and Science, must come to you and 
me in such f'ulncss at thc point of Lik .  and ~ i t h  such a multiplied 
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sense, that it will open the door of the human understanding. Nothing 
else will open it but the understanding of the nature of God as Soul, 
which translates, reduces, defines, and so on. 

Soul Translates Our Message 

Let's remind ourselves of the third day of creation and what 
Mrs. Eddy says about it. Remember that she interprets it as it has 
never been interpreted before. It begins, "And God said, Let the 
waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and 
let the dry land appear: and it was so"-the spiritual began to 
become definite in thought. "And God called the dry land Earth; 
and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God 
saw that it was good" (Gen. 1: 9, 10). Mrs. Eddy says that "water 
symbolizes the elements of Mind" (S. & H. 507: 3), and she goes on: 
"Spirit duly feeds and clothes every object, as it appears in the line 
of spiritual creation, thus tenderly expressing the fatherhood and 
motherhood of God. Spirit names and blesses all. Without natures 
particularly defined, objects and subjects would be obscure, and 
creation would be full of nameless offspring,-wanderers from the 
parent Mind, strangers in a tangled wilderness" (S. & H. 507 : 3-10). 
If we understand this Joseph symbol, and it lives with us and it is 
vital to us, and if we understand the nature of God as Soul, we shall 
be able to get our message to mankind-we shall be able to make 
it definite. Spirit will name it and bless it, Spirit will duly feed and 
clothe it. But we must begin by understanding it ourselves. We 
must have the Manasseh and Ephraim states of thought,-the 
Manasseh that is willing to leave the past behind and the Ephraim 
that will give you fruit right where you are, though it be in hell. 
You've got to have both these states of consciousness. 

Then this is the third statement of the third day of creation: 
"And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass,"-the Word,-- 
" the herb yielding seed,"-the Christ ,--"and the fruit tree yielding 
fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth:"- 
Christianity:-"and it was so." If you and I begin to understand 
this Joseph sense, it will not only make definite, 'but it will also 
identify idea with Principle. Joseph identified everything with God. 
For instance, he said to Pharaoh, "It is not in me: God shall give 
Pharaoh an answer of peace." If you and I understand the symbol 
of Joseph, we too shall be enabled to identify everything with 
God. 



The Cup 

"Now when Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt, Jacob 
said unto his sons, Why d o  ye look one upon another? And he 
said, Behold. I have heard that there is corn in Egypt: get you 
down thither, and buy for us from thence: that we may live, and 
not diev-Jacob saw his need. "And Joseph's ten brethren went 
down to buy corn in Egypt" (Gen. 32 :  1-3). But they couldn't 
;tccomplish anything. They didn't even recognize Joseph. The ten 
brethren couldn't accomplish anything without the Benjamin state 
of thought, . ~ n d  Joseph knew that.  rind so hc rcturncd to them their 
money-they got just what they gave-and he told thcm that they 
must bring Benjamin with them. On their second visit Joseph had 
his cup put into Benjamin's sack,-he realized that Benjamin's 
temptation was to take the cup of martyrdom, and so  he uncovered 
this. Jesus said. "I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the 
vine. until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom" (Matt. 26: 29). Mrs. Eddy has a wonderful passage in 
".Viscellaneous Writings," in which she gives the spiritual meaning 
of the cup at ccery stage of developn~ent :- ''In proportion to a man's 
spiritual proyrcss. he will indeed drink of our ,Ifaster's cup, and be 
baptized ~ t i t l l  his baptism! be purificd as by fire,-the fires of 
suffering; then bath he part in Love's atonement, for 'whom the 
Lord loveth Hc chasteneth.' Then shall he also reign with him: he 
shall rise to know that therc is no  sin, that there is no  suffering; 
since all that is real is riqht. This knowlcdgt. enables him to over- 
come the world, the flesh. and all evil, to have dominion over his 
own sinful sense and self. Then shall he drink anew Christ's cup, 
in the kingdom of God-the reign of righteousness-within him; 
he shall sit down at the Father's right hand: sir donx; not stand 
waiting and \teary; hut rest on the bosom of God ;  rest, in the under- 
standing of d i~inc .  Love that passeth a11 understanding; rest, in 
that n'hich ' : o  know aright is Life eternal.' and whom. not having 
seen, n c  b e .  

"Then h l l  he press on to Life's long lebson, the eternal lore of 
Love; and learn f o m w  the infinite meanlngs of these short sentences: 
'God is Love:' and. All that is real is diiine. for God is .All-in-all" 
(Mis. 124: 32-20). 

There are three distlnct stages indicatcti In the history of humanity. 
First of all. t t w e  \vas the stage of rcdemptlon: the Hebreu tcaching 
was that t her: \vas need of redemption, and that something had to 
be the agent ot' redemption,--for instance, the firstborn son o r  a 
lamb. Then 1% hen Jesus came, he gave the sense of salvation instead 
of redemption: s~ lva t ion  meant overcoming. whereas redemption 
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meant paying the price. There was a price to be paid according 
to the Mosaic doctrine, and the cup then was the symbol of paying 
the price. The cup afterwards became the symbol of overcoming. 
And then there came the cup of Science,-not salvation, but Science. 
Science itself knows no salvation, because Science doesn't know 
anything to be saved: Science knows only being. So there are those 
three distinct stages, and Mrs. Eddy indicates them in the passage 
we have read: first redemption, then salvation-throughout the 
Christian era-and then Science, which teaches us that "All is 
infinite Mind and its infinite manifestation, for God is All-in-all" 
(S. & H. 468: 10-1 1). We have learnt how to demonstrate in pure 
Science positive spiritual values. But in the story of Joseph we're 
dealing with the stage of redemption. 

The Demonstration Incomplete without Benjamin 

The ten brethren went down into Egypt: "But Benjamin, Joseph's 
brother, Jacob sent not with his brethren; for he said, Lest per- 
adventure mischief befall him. And the sons of Israel came to 
buy corn among those that came: for the famine was in the land 
of Canaan. And Joseph was the governor over the land, and he 
it was that sold to all the people of the land:"-of course, humanly 
that is ridiculous, but i t  is a symbol of how the Joseph state of 
thought always meets the need :-"and Joseph's brethren came, and 
bowed down themselves before him with their faces to the earth. 
And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, but made him- 
self strange unto them, and spake roughly unto them; and he said 
unto them, Whence come ye? And they said, From the land of 
Canaan to buy food" (Gen. 42: 4-7). Remember that Joseph's ten 
brethren are a symbol of the process of the application to the human 
-the "Thou shalt nots" of the Commandments. They are not 
significant as people, but they are as symbols. 

"And Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew not him. And 
Joseph remembered the dreams which he dreamed of them, and 
said unto them, Ye are spies; to see the nakedness of the land ye 
are come. And they said unto him, Nay, my lord, but to buy food 
are thy servants come. We are all one inan's sons; we are true men, 
thy servants are no spies." Joseph was evidently using the process 
of analysis, which is not always a pleasant process. "And he said 
unto them, Nay, but to see the nakedness of the land ye are come. 
And they said, Thy servants are twelve brethren, the sons of one 
man in the land of Canaan; and behold, the youngest is this day 
with our father, and one is not. And Joseph said unto them, That 
is it that I spake unto you, saying, Ye are spies" (Gen. 42: 8-14). 
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What he really meant was that the demonstration was not complete 
and could not be fulfilled without Benjamin, and we shall see why 
this was so. 

"Hereby yc shall be proved: By the life of Pharaoh ye shall 
not go forth hence, except your youngest brother come hither" 
(Gen. 42: 15). According to the record in Genesis, Benjamin was 
born after Joseph, but in some of the records of the children of 
Israel in the B ~ b k  Benjamin comes before Joseph, because those 
lists weren't hi.;torical records of when they were born, but were 
just symbolic sequences and to-day we know that they symbolize 
s ta tes  of thnush t .  It sccms tha t  bvithout Benjamin the ten brethren 
couldn't part&ike in any measure of what Joseph had to give. 

Let's rcnlind oursclvcs of Mrs. Eddy's definition of Benjamin: 
"A physicril belief :is to life, substance, and mind; human know- 
ledge, or \o-called mortal mind, devoted to matter; pride; envy; 
fame; illusion. ;i false belief; error mrisqucrriding as the possessor 
of life. str-cngth. animation. and p m e r  to actv-that is the human 
side of it. Rcnj~lrnin eiidently kvas Jacob's idol and the son in whom 
Jacob hoped that a11 his human ambitions would be fulfilled. Then 
there is the spiritual side of Benjamin: ''Rene~val of affections; 
self-offering: rin impro~ed state of mortal mind; the introduction 
of a more sp~ritual origin; a gleam of the infinite idea of the infinite 
Principle: a spiritual type: that which comforts, consoles, and 
supports" (S. cY: H.  582: 4-13). You cannot uplift that whioh believes 
in both the spiritual and the physical (the ten brethren) to that 
state of thought uphich knows only the spiritual (Joseph) except 
with the Bt.ni:imln state of thought; and of course Joseph ~ 2 s  
perfectly \ell amare of that. Remember that it took the Hebrew 
writers hundreds of years to write this story-perhaps 500 years: 
they editsd ;ind re-edited it to bring it into accord with the first 
chapter of GCIIC'S~S. and the detail of it is exquisite. 

Before u c  go any further, I should like to remind you of how 
Joseph and Benjamin were born. Joseph's birth came about in 
this way: ".4nd God remembered Rachel, and God hearkened to 
her. and opcncd her womb. And she conceived, and bare a son; 
and said, < i d  hath taken away my reproach: and she called his 
name Joseph: and said, The Lord shall add to me another son" 
(Gen. 30: 2 2  24). Rachel saw that there was something needed to 
fulfil the Joscph state of thought, that another son would be added 
to her-Benjamin. l 'ou remember the birth of Benjamin: "And it 
came to pass. ~ f h c n  she was in hard labour,"-a very different birth. 
because God had "opened her ~ o m b "  at the birth of Joseph,- 
"that the midwife said unto her, Fear not; thou shalt have this son 
also. And it  came to pass, as her soul was in departing, (for she 

348 



died) that she called his name Ben-oni: but his father called him 
Benjaminv-Ben-oni means "son of my sorrow," but his father 
called him Benjamin, which means "son of the right hand." "And 
Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, which is Beth- 
lehem" (Gen. 35: 17-19). So you see that the birth of Benjamin 
was very different, but at the same time it is evident that when Joseph 
was born Rachel realized that there would have to be another 
son, who would open the way for Joseph to fulfil his purpose. 

There- is nothing in the world so accurate, so dependable, so 
inspiring, and so scientific as these stories. That's why they have 
lasted all this time. You can't kill Science and you can't kill that 
which is scientific. You can kill theory and you can kill emotion, 
but you can't kill that which is scientific. You can't kill 2 + 2 = 4; 
it just can't be done. And so these stories have lasted because they 
are spiritual and scientific and were written by the most inspired 
people. If we gather them "by handfuls,"'we shall have a wonder- 
ful store of spiritual food. 

Dealing with the Ten Brethren 

The story of Joseph goes on: "Send one of you, and let him 
fetch your brother, and ye shall be kept in prison, that your words 
may be proved, whether there be any truth in you: or else by the 
life of Pharaoh surely ye are spiesM-it simply means that the ten 
brethren were of no positive value without the Benjamin state of 
thought. "And he put them all together into ward three days"- 
until thought was resurrected. "And Joseph said unto them the 
third day, This do, and live; for I fear God: if ye be true men, let 
one of your brethren be bound in the house of your prison: go ye, 
carry corn for the famine of your houses: but bring your youngest 
brother unto me; so shall your words be verified, and ye shall not 
die. And they did so. And they said one to another, We are verily 
guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the anguish of his 
soul, when he besought us, and we would not hear; therefore is 
this distress come upon usw-they realized that the reason for 
their suffering was that they hadn't listened to Joseph. "And Reuben 
answered them, saying, Spake I not unto you, saying, Do not sin 
against the child; and ye would not hear? Therefore, behold, also 
his blood is required" (Gen. 42: 16-22)-Reuben is like the fellow 
who says, "I told you so"! 

"And they knew not that Joseph understood them; for he spake 
unto them by an interpreter. And he turned himself about from 
them and wept;"-and often we weep over the "ten" in ourselves; 
-"and returned to them again, and communed with them, and 
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took from them Simeon, and bound him before their eyes" (Gen. 
42: 23. 21 ) .  You remember the blessing on Simeon and Levi- 
"Sin~eon itnd I-c\ri are brethren: instruments of cruelty arc in their 
habitations. O r n j  soul, come not thou into their secret: unto their 
assembly, mint. honour, be not thou united: for in their anger 
they slcw a man."----that state of thought crucified Jesus Christ,- 
"and in thcir selfuill they digged down a wallw-they would destroy 
both system and Science. "Cursed be their anger. for i t  tvas fierce: 
and their \ \ r , ~ t h .  for it was cruel: I tv111 di~ id t '  them in Jacob, and 
scatter them in Israel" (Gen. 49: 5-7).  You will never realize thc 
Rct~jarnin statc of' thought until y o u  bind t llc Simeon rn yours el^, 
and you can*) separatc Sirneon from Levi. (Vrs.  Eddy gives no 
dctinition of Sinwon.) 

The Return to Jacob 

"Then Joseph commanded to fill their sacks with corn, and 
to restore ekery man's money into his sack, and to gwe them pro- 
tpision for thc Lvay: and thus did he unto them" (Gcn. 42: 25).  You 
know, I can understLind why Joseph did that. Sometimes a person 
comes to you for Christian Science treatment and he is healed, but 
you feel that you couldn't let him pay you, that it would be wrong 
to let him. because he doesn't see what Science is all about. 

"And the) laded their asses with the corn, and departed thence. 
And as one of them opened his sack to give his ass provender in 
the inn. he espied his money: for, behold. it was in his sack's mouth." 
The Joseph sense of things gives to both the worthy and the unworthy. 
"And he said unto his brethren, My money is restored; and lo, 
it is even in my sack: and their heart failed them, and they were 
afraid, saying one to another, What is this that God hath done 
unto us? And they came unto Jacob their father unto the land 
of Canaan, and told him all that befell unto them; . . . And Jacob 
their father wid unto them, Me have ye bereaved of my children: 
Joseph is nob. and Simeon is not, and ye Lvill take Benjamin away: 
all these things arc against me" (Gen. 42: 26-29, 36). You see more 
and more t h ~ t  when the symbol of the spiritual idea changed from 
Jacob to his twelve sons and climaxed in Joseph-so that Joseph 
became the spearhead of the idea-there was much that Jacob 
didn't understand at all. 

"And Reuben spake unto his father, saying, Slay my two sons, 
if I bring him not to thee: deliver him into my hand, and I will bring 
him to thee againw--when Reuben spoke, his father paid very 
little attention. "And he [Jacob] said, My son shall not go down 
with you: for his brother is dead, and he is left alone:"-Joseph was 



dead as far as Jacob was concerned:-"if mischief befall him by 
the way in the which ye go, then shall ye bring down my gray hairs 
with sorrow to the grave" (Gen. 42 : 37,38). 

They Bring Benjamin to Joseph 

"And the famine was sore in the land. And it came to pass, 
when they had eaten up the corn which they had brought out of 
Egypt, their father said unto them, Go again, buy us a little food. 
And Judah"-remember that out of Judah came Jesus-"spake 
unto him, saying, The man did solemnly protest unto us, saying, 
Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be with you. If thou 
wilt send our brother with us, we will go down and buy thee food: 
but if thou wilt not send him, we will not go down: for the man 
said unto us, Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be with 
you. And Israel said, Wherefore dealt ye so ill with me, as to tell 
the man whether ye had yet a brother? And they said, The man 
asked us straitly of our state, and of our kindred, saying, Is your 
father yet alive ? Have ye another brother ? And we told him according 
to the tenor of these words: could we certainly know that he would 
say, Bring your brother down?" (Gen. 43 : 1-7). Could they "certainly 
know"? No, they didn't realize what was happening. 

"And Judah said unto Israel his father, Send the lad with me, 
and we will arise and go; that we may live, and not die, both we, 
and thou, and also our little ones. I will be surety for him; of my 
hand shalt thou require him: if I bring him not unto thee, and 
set him before thee, then let me bear the blame for ever" (Gen. 43 : 
8, 9). Judah was offering to take Benjamin; remember that out 
of Judah came Jesus, and Jesus opened the way for Science- 
he said, "I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever" (John 14: 16). 
Science was foreshadowed by the Joseph state of thought, "whose 
branches run over the wall" (Gen. 49: 22), and Jesus opened the 
way for its fulfilment. 

"And their father Israel said unto them, If it must be so now, 
do this;"-he would let Judah take him;-"take of the best fruits 
in the land in your vessels, and carry down the man a present, 
a little balm, and a little honey, spices, and myrrh, nuts, and almonds" 
-Jacob was up to his old tricks again! "And take double money 
in your hand; and the money that was brought again in the mouth 
of your sacks, carry it again in your hand: peradventure it was 
an oversight: take also your brother, and arise, go again unto the 
man: and God Almighty give you mercy before the man, that 
he may send away your other brother, and Benjamin. Tf I be bereaved 
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of my children. I am bereaved. And the men took that prcsent, 
and they took double money in their hand, and Benjamin; and 
rose up, and ment doan  to Egypt, and stood before Joseph" (Gen. 
43: 11-15). 

"And when Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the 
ruler of his house."-a symbol of the rule of Soul,-"Bring these 
men home, and slay, and make ready;"-Benjamin, "renewal of 
affections." had come;-"for these men shall dlne with me at noon. 
And the man did as Joseph bade; . . . And they made ready the 
present against Joseph came at noon: for they heard that they 
should eat bread there. And when Joscph came home, they brought 
him the present M hich was in their hand into the house, and bowed 
themselves to him to the earth." Joseph didn't seem to pay much 
attention to- the present they brought. "And he asked them of 
their welfare, and said, Is your father well, the old man of whom 
ye spake'? Is he yet alive'? And they answered, Thy servant our 
father is in good health, he is yet alive. And they bowed down 
their heads. and made obeisance. And he lifted up his eyes, and 
saw his brother Benjamin, his mother's son, and said, Is this your 
younger brother, of whom ye spake unto me? And he said, God 
be gracious unto thee, my son. And Joseph made haste; for his 
bowels did yearn upon his brother: and he sought where to weep; 
and he entered into his chamber, and wept there" (Gen. 43: 16, 17, 
25-30). 

Did you ever feel that the Christ-idea had come near to you, 
but you hadn't quite laid hold on it, and then something happened 
that gave you the Benjamin,-that fulfilled the demonstration,- 
and it just o\erwhelmed you'? How often we have had that experi- 
ence when w e have been going through some struggle, or when we 
have been trjing to help someone, and then we have seen the Christ- 
idea, we have kit it and touched it, but we have known that there 
was something misslng, and then that "renewal of affections," that 
"gleam of the infinite idea of the infinite Principle," which will 
just complete the demonstration, has come to us and like Joseph 
we have wept-for joy. 

"And he washed his face,"-he cleansed his identity,-"and 
went out, and refrained himself, and said, Set on bread. And they 
set on for htm by himself, and for them by themselves, and for the 
Egyptians, ~ h i c h  did eat with him, by themselves:"-Joseph dis- 
tinguished between his brcthers' state of consciousness, his own 
state of consciousness, and the state of consciousness symbolized by 
the Egyptians:-"because the Egyptians might not eat bread with 
the Hebrews; for that is an abomination unto the Egyptians. And 
they sat before him, the firstborn according to his birthright and 
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the youngest according to his youth: and the men marvelled one at 
another." Joseph had a marvellously definite sense of system. "And 
he took and sent messes unto them from before him: but Benjamin's 
mess was five times so much as any of their's. And they drank, and 
were merry with him" (Gen. 43 : 3 1-34). 

Benjamin is a wonderful symbol and we all need to study it 
very carefully. Remember again how Mrs. Eddy defines Benjamin, 
in part :-"Renewal of affections; self-offering; an improved state of 
mortal mind; the introduction of a more spiritual origin; a gleam 
of the infinite idea of the infinite Principle; a spiritual type; that 
which comforts, consoles, and supports" (S. & H. 582: 9-13). I feel 
that when you begin to understand not only how Soul makes definite 
but also how Soul identifies the order of the Word in its own aspect 
with the Word reflecting the Christ,-identifies it with Principle,- 
then you have the Benjamin sense, that which is "a gleam of the 
infinite idea of the infinite Principle." 

INTERVAL 

If we open our eyes, we shall see how the Benjamin state of 
thought, "renewal of affections," comes to us and fulfils the demon- 
stration of Science, and I feel that that is what must happen to-day. 
The ten brethren represent the old religious thought, which has done 
many good things, but which cannot accomplish any more without 
Benjamin to unite .it to Joseph. As Scientists, we must have that 
Benjamin state of thought before we can bring about the demon- 
stration, which is so necessary, of giving Science to mankind; we 
shall do it through the Benjamin state of thought, which unites the 
"ten" to Joseph. 

Joseph Uncovers the Situation 

So we come to Chapter 44: "And he commanded the steward 
of his house, saying, Fill the men's sacks with food, as much as they 
can carry, and put every man's money in his sack's mouth. And 
put my cup, the silver cup, in the sack's mouth of the youngest, 
and his corn money. And he did according to the word that Joseph 
had spoken" (Gen. 44: 1, 2). Remember that this incident was 
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recorded by some of the world's greatest spiritual thinkers. It isn't 
a deceitful tr~ck ; ~ t ' s  a syn~bol to indicate spiritual fact. 

"As soon as the morning was light, the men were sent away, 
they and thclr asses. And when they were gone out of the city, 
and not yet far off, Joseph said unto his steward. Up, follow after 
the men: and when thou dost overtake them. say unto them, Where- 
fore have ye rewarded evil for good? Is not this it in which my 
lord drinkcth. and whereby indeed he dnineth? Ye have done 
evil in so do~ng. And he overtook them, and he spake unto them 
these same words . . . Then they speeddy took down every man 
his sack to the ground, and opened e \ w p  man his sack. And he 
searched, and began at the eldest, and left at the youngest: and the 
cup was f'ound in Benjamin's sack. Then they rent their clothes. 
and laded e\t.ry man his ass, and returned to the city. And Judah 
and his brethren came to Joseph's house; for he was yet there: and 
they fell before him on the ground. And Joseph said unto them, 
What deed is this that ye have done? wot ye not that such a man as 
I can certainly divine'? And Judah said, What shall we say unto 
my lord? h'hat shall we speak? Or how shall we clear ourselves? 
God hath fomd out the iniquity of thy servants:"--evidently they 
didn't think that Joseph had played a deceitful trick :-"behold, Lve 
are my lord's senants, both we, and he also \\ ith whom the cup is 
found. And lie wid, God forbid that I should do so: but the man 
in whose hand the cup is found, he shall be my servant; and as for 
you, get y o u  up in peace unto your father. Then Judah came near 
unto him. anti said, Oh my lord, let thy senrant, I pray thee: speak 
a word in my lord's ears,"-it is a lovely thing that it is the Judah 
state of thought uhich says this,-"and let not thine anger burn 
against thy s m  mt : for thou art even as Pharaoh . . . Now therefore, 
I pray thee. k t  thy servant abide instead ot' the lad a bondman 
to my lord; and Ict the lad go up with his brethren. For how shall 
I go up to my father, and the lad be not with me? lest peradventure 
I see the e\ 11 that shall come on my father" (Gen. U :  3-6, 1 1-1 8, 
33, 34). I t  ic mo\t interesting that when the Southern Kingdom 
was formed, the t ~ o  tribes which composed it were Judah and 
Benjamin.Tht. Benjamin state of thought joined with the Judah 
state of thought. out of which came the Christ. 

It seems t h a t  Joseph had already analyzed the situation and 
now he u a s  unco~ering it. He uncovered even the fact that Ben- 
jamin's temptation \~wuld be to take the cup: Benjamin eventually 
suffered w ~ t h  dl those we call Jews. So Joseph uncovered the situation 
which he had previously analyzed, and he uncovered it by the 
symbol of' putting the cup into Benjamin's sack,-showing that 
Benjamin'; ttrnptation \vould be to take the cup of martyrdom. 
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The Advancing Idea Adopts New Idiom 

A great churchman has said that the curse of all religions is 
that they are based on some one person or some one book. Thank 
God that we have two textbooks-the Bible and "Science and 
Health," and the Bible is a collection of books. It is quite evident 
that the advancing spiritual idea always adopts a new idiom of 
expression. The spiritual idea adopts a different idiom all the time; 
for instance, the idiom of Abraham and Jacob was not the idiom 
of Moses (the idiom of Moses was the 1 AM THAT I AM and 
the Commandments and so on). The spiritual idea developed in 
the period we are considering to some extent in Jacob and still 
further in Jacob's sons, and then it climaxed in the Joseph state 
of thought, but the Joseph state of thought couldn't fulfil its mission 
without all the twelve-Judah had his place, even Simeon had his 
place, and so on. The idiom through which Moses later presented 
the spiritual idea was not the idiom of the prophets nor the idiom 
of Christ Jesus. It is extraordinary how much Christ Jesus did and 
how little he said,-how little teaching and preaching has come 
down to us. The idiom of Jesus was not the idiom of Mrs. Eddy. 
She adopted an entirely different idiom, although as you under- 
stand it, you see that it is co-ordinate with the spiritual idea as Jesus 
demonstrated it. 

The divine idea clothes itself differently in every age. How do 
we know what the language of the spiritual idea will be a hundred 
years from now? Whatever the la~guage will be, the idiom of the 
Bible and "Science and Health" will remain, but we don't know 
that the presentation of this subject in a hundred years will be the 
same. There is never any finality to our understanding of Truth. 
The man who believes that there is any finality to what he knows of 
Truth doesn't understand Truth. As the spiritual idea goes for- 
ward, the Bible and "Science and Health" will maintain their places 
and they are bound to do so, but we don't know what the idiom 
of the spiritual idea will be in the years to come. I imagine that 
in the days of Jacob they all thought, "There will never be any- 
thing more than this: this is the final answer," but the fact of the 
matter was that even Jacob was not able to understand the truth 
about Joseph, and it is evident that Joseph himself was willing to 
be used by the spiritual idea, and he ivas used by it, but he himself 
didn't fully understand what was going on-for instance, he was 
once found "wandering in the field." 

The Christ-idea uses us all. It is forever going on: divine Principle, 
Life, Truth, and Love, is forever translating itself through Soul, diver- 
sifying, classifying, and individualizing itself as Spirit, and manifesting 
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itself as h4ind. That will never cease, and the idiom through which 
the Christ-idea is presented will change and change, but that which 
is born o i  God will always remain. Consider music: the idiom of 
music has changed in a great measure, but the music of Beethoven 
and of all :he great musicians remains. The idea remains and develops, 
but the idiom changes. 

Whatever is truly scientific partakes of the nature of eternity and 
infinity. Human qymbols of the scientific and spiritual must never be 
regarded a s  more than symbols, or else the divine idea is lost in con- 
sideration of' the symbols. It is really of little importance ~ .he ther  
the Biblical characters used as symbols of the spiritual idea cvcr existed 
physically. Recent discoveries have proved that much of the Bible 
history is inaccurate and unreliable, but this should in no way disturb 
the Christian and scientific thinker. He is primarily interested in the 
eternal  no^" of reality and divinity. The Bible presents to such a 
thinker the most ordered and inspired record of the unfoldment 
of God's true nature. 

"For God Did Send Me Before You to Preserve Life" 

"Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that 
stood by him; and he cried, Cause every man to go out from me. 
And there stood no man with him, while Joseph made himself 
known unto his brethren . . . And he said, T am Joseph your brother, 
whom ye sold into Ewpt. Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry 
with yourselves. that ye sold me hither: for God did send me before 
you to prcser\.e life. For these two years hath the famine been in 
the land: and yet there are five years, in the which there shall neither 
be earing nor harvest. And God sent me before you to preserve 
you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliver- 
ance" (Gen. 45: 1, 4-7)-that is what the spiritual idea always does. 
This is \+.hat the spiritual idea, which we know to-day as Science. 
will do in this time of famine. There is a great famine of spiritual 
sense in the \\ orld to-day, but if there is enough of the Joseph state 
of thought. t1:e situation will be saved, for that Joseph state of thought 
symbolizes an understanding of the nature ot' God as infinite Soul, 
which makes ;ill things definite. 

Jesus Presented the Christ 

There is no historical record of Joseph at all; Joseph was a symbol. 
To-day the symbol of the spiritual idea is what we term Science; 
it is not a person. There is one thing u.e must recognize clearly: 

3 56 



Mrs. Eddy was not the symbol as Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, and so 
on, were symbols, but, like the prophets, she revealed the symbol 
of the spiritual idea. The human Jesus was the symbol; the Christ 
he demonstrated was the idea itself. Jesus was the Christ because 
he demonstrated the Christ. The only individual who has demon- 
strated the Christ fully is Jesus. Jesus was therefore called Jesus 
the Christ. The symbol to-day is not Mrs. Eddy, but Science. Mrs. 
Eddy never claimed otherwise. Jesus' individual demonstration 
was unparalleled, but to-day both the idea and the symbol are termed 
Science. Mrs. Eddy gave birth to it, and nobody else could have 
given birth to it, and you and I would not know anything about 
Science but for Mrs. Eddy, who was the Discoverer and Founder of 
Christian Science. 

The Days of Creation Teach You the Synonymous Terms for God 

I don't believe that anybody ever learns the synonymous terms for 
God except through learning the days of creation. How could you 
start mathematics except by learning 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 ,  6, 7, 8, 9, lo? I 
learnt the synonymous terms for God by learning the days of creation, 
and as those days of creation swelled in my thought, and I pored 
over them for many years, I began to understand what those synony- 
mous terms meant subjectively, and when you begin to understand 
the synonymous terms subjectively, they are not a matter of words, 
but a matter of deep, spiritual, holy sentiment. I don't believe that 
anybody can learn the synonymous terms for God except by 
beginning with the days of creation; I don't believe that it is any 
more possible than that you can learn the real value of the numerals 
in mathematics unless you begin like the small boy with their order. 
The days of creation are the "seed-plot" of the Bible, and they are 
lovely beyond words. To-day 1 went over the days of creation, as I 
always do before these talks, and they were so rich, so full, so com- 
forting, and so inspiring. 

We have hardly begun to understand what Mrs. Eddy wrote 
about them, and I don't think for one moment that Mrs. Eddy fully 
understood all that she wrote. The Mind of Christ wrote the text- 
book. Mrs. Eddy herself says, "It was not myself, but the divine 
power of Truth and Love, infinitely above me, which dictated 
'Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures.' I have been learning 
the higher meaning of this book since writing it" (My. 114: 23-27). 
Of course, Mrs. Eddy understood more than you and I understand, 
but she didn't understand fully all that she wrote. She didn't climax 
her system until 1907, when the sequence "Mind, Spirit, Soul, 
Principle, Life, Truth, Love" was revealed to her in answer to the 
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question "What is God?" She had changed that sequence many 
times before i t  became clear to her thought. 

"A Ruler Throughout All the Land of Egypt" 

"So now it  u3s not you that sent me hither, but God: and he 
hath made me a filther to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and 
a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt" (Gen. 45: 8bJoseph  
realized uhat had been accomplished. As you have the Joseph 
state of thought, you become father and mother to the good human 
concept: you too beconle "a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt" 
and "lord" of the-good human concept. Joseph translated Pharaoh 
into a good human concept, a good human sense of Truth, and 
you and I must do the same with the Pharaoh of to-day. We don't 
have to fear. hate, resent, criticize, or condemn anybody. That is 
3 waste of t ine:  it is childishness. What you and I have to do is 
to find the Saence of reality and understand i t  and demonstrate it. 
That is the only job ~ t .  have. 

"Haste ye. and go up to my father, and say unto him, Thus 
saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt: come 
down unto me, tarry not" (Gen. 45: 9). "God hath made me lord 
of all Egypt" symbolizes the same as Jesus' statement, "I have 
overcome the ~ o r l d "  (John 16: 3-3), for Egypt was a symbol of 
worldly thought. 

"And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen. and thou shalt 
be near unto me. thou, and thy children. and thy children's children, 
and thy flocks. rind thy herds, and all that thou hast: and there 
will I nourish thee; for yet there are five years of famine; lest thou, 
and thy houszhold, and all that thou hast, come to poverty . . . And 
ye shall tell my Fdther of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye 
have seen: nr.d ye shall haste and bring d o ~ n  my father hither" 
(Gen. 45: 10, 11, 13). 

Then the story goes that Joseph sent them away: "To all of 
them he gake each man changes of raiment: but to Benjamin he 
gave three hundred pieces of silver, and five changes of raiment" 
(Gen. 45: 22)-he gri\.e him a sense of Soul as Life,-an identified 
sense of Lit;.. "And to his father he sent after this manner; ten 
asses laden ~ 1 1 1 1  the good things of Egypt, and ten she asses laden 
with corn and bread and meat for his father by the way. So he 
sent his brethren away, and they departed: and he said unto them, 
See that ye fit11 not out by the way. And they went up out of Egypt, 
and came into the land of Canaan unto Jacob their father, and 
told him, saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he is governor over all 
the land of kgypt. And Jacob's heart fainted. for he believed them 



not" (Gen. 45: 23-26)-that was Jacob's state of consciousness. 
Paul makes that clear when he says, "Lest that by any means, when 
I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway" (I Cor. 9: 
27). The symbols fade, but the spiritual idea goes on. Jacob the 
symbol might falter, but the idea went on. The idea always pro- 
gresses, and when you make the idea yours,-when you become 
the idea and the idea becomes you,-then you inherit eternity. 

"And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said 
unto them: and when he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to 
carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revivedu-it took the 
wagons to do it! "And Israel said, I t  is enough: Joseph my son 
is yet alive: I will go and see him before T die" (Gen. 45: 27, 28). 

The Systematic Handling of Evil 

Just as it was imperative for Jacob and his sons to go down 
into Egypt, so as you begin to understand something of the nature 
of the Christ, as you begin to understand the definiteness of spiritual 
thought and you see that it is forever identified with divine Principle, 
Life, Truth, and Love, it is absolutely imperative that you begin to 
understand how to handle evil through analysis, uncovering, and 
annihilation; if you don't, you won't get anywhere. That is why I 
have told you to take the synonymous terms for God, see what 
they mean, and fill your thought with them. 

Begin by filling your. thought with Love. Know that divine Love 
is over all, in all, and through all. Love is infinite motherhood, 
infinite glory, infinite beauty, infinite holiness, infinite fulfilment, 
infinite ascension. There is only one purpose,-Love's purpose. 
Love protects and Love provides; it is infinite provision and infinite 
disposal. Fill your thought with a sense of the fulfilment of Love, 
the perfection of Love, the ascension of Love, the motherhood 
of Love-you couldn't think of anything lovelier than that. And 
then know that this truth about Love casts out fear and silences 
hate, jealousy, envy, greed, selfishness, criticism, a false sense of 
motherhood, lust, and anything that involves fear or inflammation 
(which lust certainly does). Fill your thought with Love in that way. 

Then turn to Truth, and know what Truth is and that it des- 
troys its opposite. Truth is the Son, it is the form of the Son of 
God, it is consciousness, it is Christ. It is infinite health, the great 
Physician, the great Surgeon, the great Redeemer, the great Restorer. 
Truth always has a standard. Truth always has loyalty and Truth 
knows no disloyalty: the Son is always loyal to its Father and 
Mother. Truth is the two-edged sword; "Truth, through her eternal 
laws, unveils error. Truth causes sin to betray itself, and sets upon 
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error the mark of the beast" (S. & H. 542: 7-9). Lift up your sense 
of Truth as true manhood and perfect health. Then know that 
Truth destroqs any sense of error, false sonship, false manhood, 
anti-Christ, anything that is unlike the Christ. It destroys mortal 
manhood and the belief of disease or incurable disease. 

Then turn to LiJL, and realize that Life is the infinite Father, 
the infinite individuality, the infinite Being. It is infinite multipli- 
cation, infinitc inspiration. Life is infinite exaltation, infinite resur- 
rection. Fill your thought with Life, and then know that the fact of 
infinite Life destroys death and silences the claim of old age and 
the claim of time. I t  is infinite immortality, so i t  silences any claim 
of mortality. I t  destroys lack, limitation, and pokerty of any kind. 
Life always p . e s  me a sense of what we call the fourth dimension 
of thought, because there is no limit to it and its nature is eternity. 

Then turn to Principle. Principle is one, therefore there can be 
no division,-no sex division, no class division, no race division. 
Principle is proved and demonstrated, and so there is no lack of 
proof or demonstration. Principle is the one Person, and that 
silences pcrvmd ambition, personal aggrandizement, personal 
attachment. I t  silences absolutely any false system of materia 
medica, false theology, theosophy, spiritualism, or astrology. 
because Principle is one and has infinite ever-present Science, and 
this truth destroys any false sense of Science. Principle interprets 
itself; it needs no interpreter. Always remember that the only 
government is in Principle-we need to know that to-day. 

Then turn to Soul. and see that Soul is the infinite identity, so 
that there can be no false identity. Soul is incorporeal: there is 
no material corporeality. Soul is sinless: there is no sin nor law 
of penalty. The fires of the Holy Ghost destroy sin, disease, and 
death, because you live under the infinite rule of Soul and Soul iden- 
tifies all things-it gathers the wheat into the barn. And then know 
the joy, the hl~ss, and the freedom of Soul. Soul has infinite spiritual 
sense, and thls disproves material sense. Know that Soul makes 
all things definite: there is nothing vague about spiritual ideas. 
In Soul everything is safe: it is definite and it is identified with 
Principle, and so it is safe. Soul is infinite satisfaction, and there 
is no other sat isfaction. 

Then turn to Spirit, and know that Spirit is the infinite sub- 
stance, so that there can be "no life, truth, intelligence, nor substance 
in matter" (S. & H. 468: 9-10). It is the infinite good and therefore 
it destroys all evil. Spirit is the divine order and there is no other 
order-there i\  no disorder or reverse order. Spirit gives birth, 
so there must be infinite birth and development. Know that there 
is strength in Spirit, and that this silences the belief of weakness. 
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Spirit bears infinite fruit, so know that what you are doing bears 
fruit. In the providence of Spirit there is no accident, because there 
is only order, and you live, move, and have your being in Spirit. 
Spirit blesses, Spirit "duly feeds and clothes," and so on. 

Finally, turn to Mind, and know that there is only one Mind, 
the parent Mind, the grand creator. Know that Mind is that which 
demesmerizes, annuls, and reverses any mortal mind law of her- 
edity. The two great things we must deal with are fear and heredity; 
fear is handled through Love and heredity through Mind. Sex is 
fear, and heredity is the product of sex. The beginning and the end 
of mortality is fear and heredity. The law of Mind demesmerizes 
from any belief of pre-natal law. Mind is infinite power. Know that 
the one Mind has infinite medicine,-the medicine of Mind; it has 
infinite healing power, infinite control, infinite wisdom, infinite law, 
infinite intelligence, infinite action. Because Mind is the infinite All, 
the only Mind, this truth demesmerizes, annuls, and reverses mesmer- 
ism, hypnotism, theosophy, spiritualism, astrology, eastern necro- 
mancy, mental diabolism, mortal thought-transference, and any 
belief of minds many. When you have seen that, know that from 
everlasting to everlasting there is no so-called mortal mind to mani- 
fest itself as the belief of evil with place, power, name, nature, 
quality, quantity, or anything else. All that is, is the Mind of God. 

And then know that the truth you are realizing is the Christ,- 
"The divine manifestation of God, which comes to the flesh to 
destroy incarnate error" (S. & H. 583: 10-1 1) and which establishes 
the fact that from everlasting to everlasting "All is infinite Mind 
and its infinite manifestation" (S. & H. 468 : 10-1 1). 

If you get into the habit of handling the claims of animal magnet- 
ism in this way, you will be using the Joseph in you to go down into 
Egypt, and you will see the seven lean years nullified by the 
seven good years. The seven good years represent the seven days 
of creation swelling into the numerals of infinity and into some 
sense of the synonymous terms for God. You will gather the definite 
ideas of God "by handfuls," and you will use those "seven good 
years" to take care of the "seven lean years" of animal magnetism. 

You needn't necessarily handle evil in this particular order; 
do it in the way that comes to you. But I believe that the way to 
handle evil is through the synonymous terms for God, and that when 
we start at Love, we start at the highest, and we deal with the govern- 
ing error, which is fear. Fear is ignorance, and the most extreme 
form of ignorance, and so when you deal with fear you have begun 
to deal with the whole problem. Mrs. Eddy says, "If the Scientist 
reaches his patient through divine Love, the healing work will be 
accomplished at one visit" (S. & H. 365 : 15-17). Error is most often 
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either fear or sin. and sin is a belief that man is a creator. Begin 
with a sense of the motherhood of Love in order to deal with fear; 
a child has no fear if its mother is there and she is a good mother, 
so if you have a sense of the infinite motherhood of God there won't 
be any fear. As you understand that motherhood, which is infinite 
comfort, infinite ascension, infinite fulfilment, infinite provision, and 
infinite protection, there won't be any sense of fear at all. Then 
you will be using your sense of Joseph.-you will be seeing the 
definiteness of spiritual things, and you will be going down into 
Egypt in ordcr to exchange "the objects of sense for the ideas of 
Soul" (S. & H. 269: 15-1 6). 

Using the Joseph Symbol To-day 

If "the platoons of Christian Science" become "thoroughly drilled 
in the plainer manual of their spiritual armament" (Un. 6: 25-27), if 
we can build up a body of people who with holy purpose and conse- 
crated thought handle evil day by day on an ascending scale through 
the calculus of reality, and do it because they love to do it, because 
they feel that they are going down into Egypt to bring the children 
of Israel out of bondage, then the famine in our own thought and 
in the world kill be destroyed. Every error is a sense of famine: 
if you are sick, it's a famine; if you are poor or hungry, it's a famine. 
Every error is a famine of spiritual sense, but it' you see the wonder 
of this story of Joseph, you will use the symbol of Joseph to-day 
to deal with the famine systematically. 

Wc must understand this symbol for ourselves, and we must 
use it to give the spiritual idea to mankind. I f  we understand some- 
thing of Science and don't bend every effort to give it to mankind, 
then we are not playing the game. I don't suppose that Abraham 
)$*anted to go out of Ur of the Chaldees-the ruts were nice. I don't 
suppose that Joseph wanted to go down to Egypt-he didn't know 
he was going, but he had to go. And we have to handle evil. Truth 
is sweet to the. taste, but it is bitter in the belly when we use it  to 
lay down the mortal concept through analysis, uncovering, and 
annihilation. That doesn't mean wallowing in a fight with evil, 
but an intelligent process of analysis, unco~~ering, and annihilation 
through the understanding of spiritual values. 



TALK NO. 22 

(March 16th, 1948) 

JOSEPH-I11 

Jacob Joins Joseph in Egypt 

The Symbol Rises to the Idea 

It has been said, and well said, that "as we rise, the symbols 
disappear," and we can see how true it is in this Bible story that 
we are considering. The first symbol in the first thousand years was 
the false sense of creator and creation, where there was a process of 
analysis, uncovering, and annihilation through Mind. The second 
symbol-Noah and the ark-was a little higher, but it was still a 
myth, an origin-story. And then the symbol changed, and the third 
symbol was Abraham; Abraham had one son to represent the idea. 
Then as the spiritual idea developed, we came to the symbol of 
Isaac, and Isaac had two sons, Jacob and Esau. And then we had 
the symbol of Jacob, and Jacob had twelve sons, and in their turn 
they became the symbol. After that the symbol changed again. 

If you remember that every day of creation is a day of Life, of 
Truth, and of Love, you can see quite clearly how the sense of Life, 
Truth, and Love is brought out in the thousand-year periods 
illustrating each day of creation. Tn the first thousand-year period 
you saw a true sense of fatherhood, of sonship, and of motherhood 
correcting the Adam dream. There was Adam, the belief of creator, 
or fatherhood; his three sons, who represented the idea in that age, 
and who symbolized the three degrees of analysis, uncovering, and 
annihilation; and then the whole period climaxed in Enoch, who 
walked with God. And so you had the sense of fatherhood, sonship, 
and motherhood. Then came the story of Noah and the ark.  here 
was Noah-a sense of fatherhood; there was the ark-a sense of 
the idea; and the climax of that period was the bow,-the rainbow 
with its seven main colours, symbolizing the days of creation, a 
foretaste of Science. So again you saw an illustration of Life, Truth, 
and Love. Then came Abraham, and there was Abraham-father- 
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hood; Isaac--sonship; and Sarah-motherhood. Again you had 
some sense of Life, Truth, and Love. Then came Isaac, and there 
was Isaac ac the fatherhood, Jacob and Esau as the sonship, and 
Rebekah as the motherhood. 

All the time the idea was developing and the symbol was develop- 
ing, because as we rise the symbols rise, until eventually the symbol 
and the idea bccomc one. To-day the symbol is Science and the 
idea is  Science. The oneness of symbol and idea first became clear 
in the time of Jesus. At first the human Jesus was the symbol, but 
when Jesus demonstrated the Christ then that Christ-idea became 
both the synihol and the idea. You remember that Mrs. Eddy says, 
"The only proper symbol of God as person is Mind's infinite ideal. 
What is this ideal? b'ho shall behold it? This ideal is God's own 
image, spiritual and infinite. Even eternity can never reveal the 
whole of God, since there is no limit to infinitude or to its reflections" 
(S. & H. 517: 19-24). Jesus made himself the Son of God, and 
thereby wedded the symbol and the idea. But let's go on and develop 
the story a5 we have seen it in the Bible. 

We came to the symbol of Jacob, illustrating fatherhood, and 
his twelve song, illustrating the sonship of the idea; and the mother- 
hood in that rclationship was really expressed by Joseph, who was 
the climax of the demonstration. After that there was a change, 
because Moses was not the symbol of the spiritual idea. Moses 
was not the symbol, but he gave the symbol. The symbol which 
he gave of t hc htherhood of God was Jahweh : the symbol which he 
gave of the sonship of the idea was the Commandments; and the 
symbol which he gave of the womanhood and motherhood of the 
idea was the Promised Land. Moses gave those three symbols, but 
he himself U ~ S  not the symbol. 

So the symbols have been Adam and Eve, then Noah and the ark, 
then Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, then the twelve sons, but when 
we come to Voses, the whole thing is different. We begin to see 
him as the recorder of the symbol. The symbol becomes Jahweh, 
then the Commandments, and then the Promised Land. 

And thm \be come to the prophetic age, and the creative sense, 
the fatherhood, tvas symbolized by the writing and the inspiration 
of the prophets. The symbol was not the prophets, but their writing 
and inspiration. The idea was symbolized for the first time by a 
sense of system; and motherhood in that period was symbolized 
by Jerusalem, "which is the mother of us all" (Gal. 4: 26), as Paul 
says. So again you have a sense of fatherhood, of the idea, and of 
motherhood. And then you come to the time of' Jesus, and he 
demonstrated Fatherhood as Life when he fulfilled the days of 
creation; he demonstrated sonship through his Christ selfhood; and 

3a 



he demonstrated motherhood in his ascension. To-day you find that 
we are in the period of Christianity, and the essence of Christianity 
is relationship, the demonstration of the relationship of Life, Truth, 
and Love, the only relationship, whereby every one of us becomes 
by reflection a father and a son and a mother to ourselves and to 
each other. 

But don't you see as we trace the story of the Bible how the 
symbols disappear? First the symbol was Adam and Eve, then it 
was Noah and the ark, then it became Abraham, then Isaac, then 
Jacob, then the twelve sons,-climaxing in that wonderful Joseph 
sense,-and then it became Jahweh, the Commandments, and the 
Promised Land. All the time the symbol was rising and coming 
nearer to the idea itself. 

Oneness of Symbol and Idea in Science 

Now, Science involves oneness. The minute you touch Science, 
you know that there is nothing but the spiritual. Any Thomas can 
believe in a corporeal man and an incorporeal man,-dualism,- 
but it takes a Peter to say, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God" (Matt. 16: 16). Mrs. Eddy said that "Jesus beheld in 
Science the perfect man, who appeared to him where sinning mortal 
man appears to mortals. In this perfect man the Saviour saw God's 
own likeness" (S. & H. 476: 32-3)-well, surely the first place he 
saw it was in his own true selfhood. The minute you touch Science, 
there is only oneness. "Study thoroughly the letterv-that is, the 
symbol-"and imbibe the spirit" (S. & H. 495: 27-28). Now, there 
is a time in all our.experiences when we are studying and considering 
thoroughly the letter, and the letter is leading us to the spirit, but 
when the time comes that we begin to imbibe the spirit, then the 
spirit becomes the only, and the letter of it, the symbol, melts into 
the spirit. The climax of our study of Science will come when 
humanity arrives at the point where it understands the nature of 
God as divine Principle, Love-that is the climax. Even the idea 
then melts into its Principle. At present we think about Principle 
and idea, and to us Principle is God and idea is somethng else, 
but the fact of the matter is that God is All-in-all, and the time 
has got to come when every manifestation of Truth is recognized 
as being in God, because there is nothing outside of God. As Paul 
puts it, "And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then 
shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things 
under him, that God may be all in all" (I Cor. 15: 28). And so you 
see that as you rise the symbols disappear, and even the idea is a 
symbol. If you are studying music or mathematics, then wherever 
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you see a manifestation of it you say, "That's music," or, "That's 
mathematicc," and the day has got to come when we reach that 
point in Science. Idea, whatever that idea is, will never have for us 
the power and the presence and the being that it should have until 
we can say of that idea, "This is Immanuel, God with us." 

Mrs. Eddy \+as not the symbol and she was not the idea: Mrs. 
Eddy was the Discoverer and Founder of Christian Science. To-day 
the symbol is Science and the idea is Science, and in Christian 
Science the symbol and the idea have become one. The period we 
are in to-day is the period of scientific Christianity, and the symbol 
and the idea have become one and the same. The next step in human 
thought will be that there will be no need of symbol, because we 
shall not think of Principle and idea, but we shall see every mani- 
festation as a manifestation of the one infinite, of Mind, Spirit, 
Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, and Love. 

So you sce how the symbols disappear, and the way they dis- 
appear is by rising in thought. First of all the symbol was on the 
basis of Ad~lrn and Eve; then i t  rose and became Noah and the ark; 
then it bccarnt. Abraham (a higher sense), Isaac, and Sarah; then 
it became Isaac, Esau and Jacob (the two sons), and Rebekah; and 
then it  became Jacob. The symbol was still rising, and it became 
the twel\.e sons of Jacob, symbolizing the "twelve" of demonstra- 
tion. and cl~rnaxing in a sense of true motherhood. Thensthe symbol 
became J ~ i h u  ch. the Commandments, and the Promised Land. 

". . . That God May Be A11 in All" 

And then you come to the time of Christ Jesus, and Mrs. Eddy 
$bows that r h ~  minute you touch Life. the time element goes, because 
the minute j o u  touch Life, you touch eternity (see S. & H. 520: 9-1 5): 
the personal element goes too, because Life brings the sense of 
individuality, and the system of Principle operates according to 
individual method. Mrs. Eddy says of Jesus, "Jesus of Nazareth 
was the most scient~tic man that ever trod the globew-therefore 
nothing ever entered into Jesus' calculations but the spiritual. Jesus 
never countd  himself as a mortal-never. He said, "I and my 
Father arc one" (John 10: 30). and he demonstrated it throughout 
his career: cven at that time he had seen the ultimate-that the 
idea is fi.re~cr in its Principle. The idea is in the Principle. and that 
is the right place for it to be found. So Mrs. Eddy says, "Jesus of 
Nazrrrcth \i.13 the most scientific man that ever trod the globe. He 
plunged hcneath the material surface of things, and found the 
spiritual cause. To accommodate himself to immature ideas of 
spiritual pouer,-f,r spirituality was possessed only in a limited 



degree even by his disciples,-Jesus called the body, which by 
spiritual power he raised from the grave, 'flesh and bones.' To 
show that the substance of himself was Spirit9'-he saw that the 
substance of himself was Spirit-"and the body no more perfect 
because of death and no less material until the ascension (his further 
spiritual exaltation), Jesus waited until the mortal or fleshly sense 
had relinquished the belief of substance-matter, and spiritual sense 
had quenched all earthly yearnings. Thus he found the eternal Ego, 
and proved that he and the Father were inseparable as God and 
His reflection or spiritual man. Our Master gained the solution of 
being, demonstrating the existence of but one Mind without a second 
or equal" (S. & H. 313: 23-9). Speaking of the materialism of the 
Jews at that time, Mrs. Eddy writes, "This materialism lost sight 
of the true Jesus; but the faithful Mary saw him, and he presented 
to her, more than ever before, the true idea of Life and substance. 
Because of mortals' material and sinful belief, the spiritual Jesus 
was imperceptible to them" (S. & H. 314: 19-24). 

And so when you come to the period of Jesus, there is still a 
symbol, but the symbol became the idea and the idea became 
the symbol, because Jesus demonstrated the Christ. And then you 
come to the period of Christianity, and in Christianity the symbol 
is the threefold, essential nature of God-what Mrs. Eddy describes 
as "God the Father-Mother; Christ the spiritual idea of sonship; 
divine Science or the Holy Comforter" (S. & H. 331 : 30-31). But 
when the time comes that thought rises to the pinnacle of praise 
and knows God as divine Principle, Love, then there is only the 
One, the infinite One, and thought no longer considers Principle 
and idea, because it considers Principle only. Then we have 
risen to the point where even the symbol disappears, because there 
is nothing left to thought but the subjective sense of the infinite 
One. 

And so in watching this picture just see how the symbol of the 
spiritual idea has ascended and ascended in the most marvellous 
way. "As we rise, the symbols disappear," and the way that they 
disappear is to become less and less human and more and more 
divine, until eventually thought reaches the pinnacle where God is 
seen to be "all in all," and then wherever you see a manifestation 
of good or of reality you say, "That is Principle,"-you take every 
thought back to Principle. At that point the symbol has disappeared; 
it has risen and risen until the symbol has disappeared and there isn't 
anything but Immanuel, "God with us," the only presence, the only 
power, the only being. So watch the beauty of this picture. 

Remember, "Study thoroughly the letter and imbibe the spirit." 
The letter is the way you reach the spirit, but when you reach the 
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spirit, the letter becomes the spirit, and there is only the spirit. 
When you reach the spirit, the letter is no longer the objective sense 
with which you started. When the spirit becomes to you the only, 
then you look at the letter, as it were, -from the spirit, and it is 
included in the spirit. and it is the spirit. It is the cultivated spiritual 
understanding. the sentiment that without a direct argument or  a 
word or a symbol of m y  kind is just Immanuel, the Mind of Christ. 

So see what i t  means that the symbols disappear, and see how 
wc have heen watching them disappear in the story as far as we 
have gone. 

- Jacob's Vision Had Become Dim 

Now, you remember that we have been considering the wonder- 
ful story of Joseph, and it really is a marvellous story. Don't forget 
that the prophets who finally edited this story of Joseph were the 
men who wrote the first chapter and the first three verses of the 
second chapter of Genesis, and they put them at the beginning of 
the Bible as the plan or "seed-plot," and the rest of the Bible 
illustrates that "seed-plot." Historically, the Bible is not considered 
factually reliable and to the thinker it is ridiculous to take it his- 
torically. But as thc record of the development of the spiritual 
idea it is the most astounding thing in the whole world and there is 
nothing to touch it. As we go on with these stories, I want you to 
see that historically they mean very little, but that symbolically they 
are quite invaluable-they are "bread" and "wine," and inspired 
beyond words. 

You remember that Jacob said, "It is enough; Joseph my son is 
yet alive: 1 ~ 1 1 1  go and see him before I die" (Gen. 45: 28). It took 
an awful lot to bring Jacob-that is, Israel-to the Joseph state of 
thought. "And Israel took his journey with all that he had, and 
came to Beer-sheba, and offered sacrifices unto the God of his 
father Isaac" 1Gen. 46: I). Later on Jacob speaks of "God, before 
whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk" (Gen. 48: 15), but 
here Jacob uas only at the point where he "offered sacrifices unto 
the God of his father Isaac," and as you know, Isaac didn't attain 
very much. Jacob thought that he had lost his Joseph and his 
Benjamin, and so he went no farther than offering sacrifices to the 
God of Isaac. 

"And God spake unto Israel in the visions of the night, and said, 
Jacob, Jacob. And he said, Here am I" (Gen. 46: 2). God had told 
him that his name was Israel, but here his sense of God said, "Jacob, 
Jacob." and he said, "Here am I." "And he said, I am God, the 
God of thy f'athcr:"-only the God of Isaac, because that was 
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where Jacob's thought was. You have that same experience: you 
begin to understand God as Mind, Spirit, and Soul, and sometimes 
in a degree even as Principle, and then your thought rises and you 
understand God as divine Principle, Life, Truth, and Love, and the 
wealth and the inspiration of it is beyond words, but sometimes 
you come to the point where your thought can go no further than 
a slight understanding of God as Mind. So it is perfectly clear that 
Jacob's th0ugF.c was only at the point where he was thinking of the 
God of his father Isaac, and Mrs. Eddy doesn't even give a defini- 
tion of Isaac in the "Glossary." 

"Joseph Shall Put His Hand upon Thine Eyes" 

"And he said, I am God, the God of thy father: fear not to go 
down into Egypt; for I will there make of thee a great nation: I 
will go down with thee into Egypt; and I will also surely bring thee 
up again: and Joseph shall put his hand upon thine eyes" (Gen. 
46: 3, 4). It is evident that at this point Jacob's eyes, spiritually, 
were dim, but Joseph was to "put his hand" upon Jacob's eyes. 
"Hand" was always a symbol of power, so it means that Jacob was 
to see the power of the Joseph state of thought. It seemed as though 
the Joseph sense was the offspring of the Jacob state of thought, 
but Jacob was never able to rise to the point of Joseph. Mrs. Eddy 
brought forth Christian Science, but of course she could not rise 
to the spiritual status of her own demonstration,-Christian Science 
itself. Mrs. Eddy, like you and me, was a student of Christian 
Science and the best student there was, but she was still a student of 
Christian Science. And you and I often bring forth something whose 
majesty and might and dignity and excellence we don't fully under- 
stand. It was just the same with Jacob, so Joseph was to "put his 
hand upon [his] eyes." 

"And Jacob rose up from Beer-sheba: and the sons of Israel 
carried Jacob their father, and their little ones, and their wives, 
in the wagons which Pharaoh had sent to carry him" (Gen. 46: 5). 
Those wagons were very real to Jacob; you remember that it was 
only when he saw the wagons that he believed that Joseph was alive 
(see Gen. 45: 27). It is the same with us-we believe when we see 
the "wagons"! We say, "There is something I understand, but the 
idea-well, that's another proposition." Often we haven't the spiritual 
sense to perceive the Joseph sense of things, that which is "a fruitful 
bough . . . whose branches run over the wall" (Gen. 49: 22), but 
the "wagons" we can understand. 



The Children of Israel 

"And they took their cattle, and their goods, which they had 
gotten in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, Jacob, and all 
his seed with him : his sons, and his $om' sons with him. his daughters, 
and his sons' daugliters, and all his seed brought he with him into 
Eapt*'  (Gcn. 46: 6. 7). Then it  goes on to give the names of the 
ch~ldren of I\r,icl. Sou.. you remember that I\ hen we considered the 
sons of Jacob beforc, Lie considered them in the order in uhich they 
Liere supposed to I~a \ e  been born: first of dl1 thcre Mere the four 
sons of I A X I ~ .  then the tuo  sons of Bilh,~li. I\ h o  was Rachel's hand- 
maid, then the two sons of Zilpah. ti ho was Leah's handmaid. then 
t ~ o  more sons o f  Lcah. and then the two sons of Rachel. Now here 
you h a ~ e  ari enrircly ditT'erent sequence, and every time these tribes 
are given in t'ull i t  seems to be in a ditErent sequence. I don't see 
clearly at present the reasons for all the different sequences, but 
there arc. renmn3. 

In t h ~ c  caw the \ix sons of Leah are giken first: "These be the 
sons of Leah. ~vhich she bare unto Jacob in Padan-aram, with his 
daushter Dlnall: all the souls of his sons and his daughters were 
thirty and threc" (Gen. 46: 15). "Thirty and three" symbolizes a 
resurrected cnse. 

.4nd then come the sons of Zilpah, who \has Leah's handmaid. 
I t  says that thc sons of Zilpah were sixteen souls (Gep. 46: 18). 
You remerntxr that the definitions that Mrs. Eddy gives of Gad 
and Asher I I IC  two \cry wonderful definitions. Gad is defined as 
"Science; spiritual being understood; haste towards harmony" 
(S. R H. 5 8 0 :  21-22), and Ashcr as "Hope and faith; spiritual 
compensn:ion; the ills of the flesh rebuked" (S. Rr H. 581 : 15-16). 

Then come the sons of Rachel-Joseph and Benjamin. It says of 
them: "all thc souls were fourteen" (Gen. 46: 22). 

And then you  get the sons of Bilhah, who was Rachel's hand- 
maid-Dan and Naphtali. We read of them: "all the souls were 
seven" (Gen. 36 : 2 5 ) .  

The "Threescore and Ten" of the House of Jacob 

"All the souls that came with Jacob into Egypt, which came out 
of his loins. besides Jacob's sons' wives, all the souls were three- 
score and six; and the sons of Joseph which were born him in 
Egypt, were two souls: all the souls of the house of Jacob, which 
came into Eg>-pt. rvere threescore and ten" (Gen. 46: 26, 27)-there 
were se\?enty o f  them. symbolizing the "seven" of completeness and 
the "ten" of application to the human problem. Now, there is no 
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question whatever but that all this is numerically quite inaccurate, 
but it is symbolical, and "threescore and ten" simply means that 
that state of thought symbolized by the coat of many colours, which 
Jacob gave to Joseph before he was sold into Egypt, had been 
applied to the human problem-the understanding of the sevenfold 
aspect of the nature of God had been used to analyze, uncover, 
and annihilate the mortal sense of things. 

The theory is that seventy of the house of Jacob went down into 
Egypt. Nobody knows how long they stayed there-there is no 
historical record of it at all. It might have been 150 years, or it might 
have been 400 years; the Hebrews believed that it was 400 years. If 
you take it numerically, it is hopeless, as all the historians agree. 
They don't know where the land of Goshen is, because it is all just 
saga. If you try to examine it historically, you find that it is jusl 
saga, but when you come to examine it spiritually, it is marvellous. 

Because of his coat of many colours which Jacob had given him, 
symbolizing the sevenfold aspect of the nature of God and the 
seven days of creation, Joseph was able to deal with the famine in 
Egypt. We haven't yet finished the story of the seven good years 
and the seven lean years,-the story of how the whole idea of true 
substance was worked out, and how eventually Joseph's systematic 
dealing with the situation became salvation to them all. As you 
understand the Joseph symbol, it will become salvation to that which 
is Jacob in your thought, and to that which corresponds to the ten 
sons, and to that which is Benjamin in your thought, because with- 
out a Benjamin the ten sons can't attain to the Joseph state of 
thought, because Benjamin is "renewal of affections" (S. & H. 
582: 9). The climax was that "all the souls of the house of Jacob, 
which came into Egypt, were threescore and tenv-the "seven" 
was made manifest in human experience. 

Jesus' Demonstration Leads You to Science 

"And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to direct his face 
unto Goshen" (Gen. 46: 28)-Judah was to go before Jacob. 
Remember that out of Judah came Jesus, and Jesus certainly went 
before Science to "direct [its] face." Jesus said, "I will pray the 
Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide 
with you for ever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot 
receive . . . he shall teach you all things" (John 14: 16, 17, 26). And 
so Judah went before Jacob,-that is, that which Jesus revealed will 
always go before your Jacob state of thought to lead it to the Joseph 
state of thought, which is the woman sense, "blessings of the breasts, 
and of the womb" (Gen. 49: 25), the most wonderful sense of the 
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motherhood of God, which is Science. So even if you have the Jacob 
state of thought and you're at the point where you only call on the 
God of your Father Isaac, if you will let the Judah lead you, you 
will be led to the Joseph state of thought. 

"And Joseph made ready his chariot, and went up to meet Israel 
his father, to Goshen, and prcsented himself unto himw-when you 
let the Judah state of thought, the reielation and demonstration of 
Christ Jesus. guide you to the Joseph state of thought, then the 
Joseph always comes to meet you. "And he fell on his neck, and 
wept on his neck a good whle. And Israel said unto Joseph, Now 
let me die, since I have seen thy face,"-thy identity,-"because 
thou art yet dive" (Gen. 46: 29, 30). You know how Mrs. Eddy 
defines Jacob, and whlst it is a good definition it won't always 
make the demonstration: "A corporeal mortal embracing duplicity, 
repentancc, sensualism. Inspiration; the revelation of Science,"- 
only the rtw~lution of Science,-"in which the so-called material 
senses yield to the spiritual sense of Life and Love" (S. & H. 589: 
4-7). Now, you may have got to a point symbolized by Jacob, where 
you have a certain amount of revelation and &here a material sense 
of things bepns to yield to the sense of Life and Love (the father- 
hood and motherhood of God, ~ h i c h  always gives birth to the true 
man), but t h ~ i t  uon't always make the demonstration, so you have 
to be led by the Judah sense of things, which, as you know, Mrs. 
Eddy define\. in part, as "the spiritual understanding of God and 
man appearing" (S. & H. 589: 24-25). And that will guide you to 
the Joseph scnse of things, which is ". . . a higher sense of Truth 
rebuking mortal belief, or error, and showing the immortality and 
supremacy of Truth; pure affection blessing its enemies" (S. & H. 
589: 19-22). So you can see the perfect sequence of how you reach 
the motherhood sense, and have conception, in Science. 

The Spirit of the Symbol of Joseph 

I would like to read you again the prophetic blessing on Joseph, 
which was evidently written by the prophets between 600 and 300 
B.c.: "Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well;" 
-Jesus silici. "U~hosoever drinketh of the \vater that I shall give 
him shall ne \w thirst: but the water that I shall give him shall bc 
in him a 11e11 ofwater springing up into everlasting life" (John 4: 14). 
-"whose branches run over the wall: the archers have sorely 
grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him: but his bow"-the 
rainbow symbolizing the sevenfold aspect of' the nature of God- 
"abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong by 
the hands of' the mighty God of Jacob; (from thence is the shepherd, 

372 



the stone of Israel:)"-out of that bow, that Joseph state of con- 
sciousness, there comes the divine infinite calculus, "the stone of 
Israel." "Even by the God of thy father, who shall help thee; and 
by the Almighty, who shall bless thee with blessings of heaven above, 
blessings of the deep that lieth under, blessings of the breasts, and 
of the womb:"-the woman sense of things:-"the blessings of thy 
father have prevailed above the blessings of my progenitors unto 
the utmost bound of the everlasting hills: they shall be on the head 
of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him that was separate 
from his brethren" (Gen. 49: 22-26). Joseph went down into Egypt, 
and we saw last time how he was able to deal with the situation in 
Egypt because he had a clear sense of the sevenfold aspect of the 
nature of God and he could analyze, uncover, and annihilate evil, 
and he willingly took it on. He was sold into Egypt and he didn't 
know at the time why he was going, but when he realized why he 
was there, he rejoiced and said, "God hath made me forget all my 
toil, and all my father's house" (Gen. 41 : 51), and he rejoiced that 
even in the land of his affliction he had seen the fruit of his under- 
standing (see Gen. 41 : 52). Joseph always brings this sense to you 
as you understand what Joseph symbolizes. 

You see now how the symbol melts into the spirit of it, because 
you couldn't symbolize a story like the story of Joseph in words 
-you couldn't find the words. It becomes to you a mental and 
spiritual proposition. Mrs. Eddy tried in her "Glossary" to define 
briefly what Joseph means, and she did it marvellously, but Joseph 
is something that is divinely mental and spiritual and it isn't just a 
matter of words. You and I begin by trying to see these things in 
terms of words,-in terms of the symbol, or the letter,-but the time 
comes when it all becomes divinely mental or spiritual to us. 

And so if you arrive at that state of thought symbolized here 
by Jacob, where you only have the sense of the God of your father 
Isaac,-you only see what the Isaac symbol means,-but you're will- 
ing to go down into Egypt and to let Judah lead you to Joseph,-to 
let Jesus Christ's demonstration lead you to Science,-then when 
you come to Science, it will take care of you in every detail. 

The Symbol of the Shepherd 

"And Joseph said unto his brethren, and unto his father's house, 
I will go up, and shew Pharaoh, and say unto him, My brethreh, 
and my father's house, which were in the land of Canaan, are come 
unto me; and the men are shepherds" (Gen. 46: 31, 32). The shep- 
herd as a symbol meant a great deal to the Hebrews. You remember 
how Moses tended Jethro's flock, and that Jesus said, "I am the 
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good shepherd" (John 10: 11). Joseph told his brethren that shep- 
herds were "an abomination unto the Egyptians" (Gen. 46: 34). 
because in about the eighteenth century B.C. Egypt was invaded by 
a tribe known as the Hyksos tribe, who settled there for some time 
and who were shepherds of the same lineage as the Hebrews. They 
completely dorn~nated the Egyptians, until they were driven out of 
Egypt, and so it was true that a shepherd mas an abomination to 
the E a p t i a n ~ .  because he aluays reminded them of the Hyksos tribe. 

Now. Joseph saw the danger. humanly, of mixing with the 
Egyptians in thought. but the incident means more than that: i t  
means that Science \!.ill keep you a shepherd. so that you will always 
be watching your flock,-your thoughts. There is no more striking 
Biblical symbol of the thinker than the shepherd. 

". . . and the men are shepherds, for their trade hath been to feed 
cattle; and they have brought their flocks, and their herds, and all 
that they haw.  And it shall come to pass, when Pharaoh shall call 
you, and shall say, What is your occupation?"--Pharaoh was a good 
human belief, and  hen good human belief says to you, "What is 
your occupat:on'l" I\ hat are you going to say'? "I am a shepherd, a 
seeker, a thinker; I am trying to find the Christ-idea." "And it shall 
come to pass. when Pharaoh shall call you, and shall say, What is 
your occupation? that ye shall say, Thy servants' trade hath been 
about cattle from our youth even until now. both we, and also our 
father$: t l u t  ye may dwell in the land of Goshen; for every shepherd 
is an abornin~tion unto the Egyptians" (Gen. 46: 32-34). And to- 
day it is still true that "every shepherdw--every seeker, every man 
who tends the Chri5t-idea--'% an abomination unto the E~yptians," 
but if you let the Joseph sense of thing. which is Science, guide 
you, i t  will maintain you as a shepherd. A shepherd not only wants 
to take care of his flock, but also wants to lead ~t into "green pastures" 
and "beside the still waters" (Ps. 23: 2). His whole idea is to look 
after his flock. and primarily our flock is made up of the ideas of 
God that come to us individually: we've got to lead them into "green 
pastures" and "beside the still waters." and it is the Joseph sense 
of things that showrs us how to do i t .  because Joseph is "a fruitful 
bough by a \tell." 

Acceptance by Good Human Belief 

"Then Joseph came and told Pharaoh, and said, My father and 
my brethren, and their flocks, and their herds. and all that they 
have, are come out of the land of Canaan; and. behold, they are 
in the land of Goshen. And he took some of his brethren, even five 
men" (Gen. 47: 1, 2). Now, do you believe that it is historically 
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true that Joseph took exactly five men? This is supposed to have 
taken place probably about 1700 or 1600 B.C. and couldn't have 
been written down till about 850 B.c., so how could they possibly 
have known that he took five men ? Of course they couldn't. The 
prophets were telling this story and they based it on the spiritual 
tones given in the first chapter of Genesis and the first three verses 
of the second chapter, and they were using symbols so that men 
could learn spiritual values. "He took . . . five men" means that 
Joseph took that state of thought which was willing and able to lay 
down the mortal concept through that which we call love (with a 
small "1")-Jesus said, "Greater love hath no man than this, that 
a man lay down his life for his friends" (John 15 : 13). When Science 
tells you that you've got to be a shepherd and you accept the respon- 
sibility of being a shepherd, the first thing you've got to do to good 
human belief, symbolized by Pharaoh, is to show it that you are 
willing to lay down the mortal concept, or it won't look at you. The 
minute you see that Science demands that you be a shepherd, a 
thinker, the first thing that you have got to be able to show Pharaoh, 
who in that age represented good human belief, is that you are willing 
to give up the mortal sense of things, that your purpose is unselfed. 

"And Pharaoh said unto his brethren, What is your occupation? 
And they said unto Pharaoh, Thy servants are shepherds, both we, 
and also our fathers. They said moreover unto Pharaoh, For to 
sojourn in the land are we come; for thy servants have no pasture 
for their flocks; for the famine is sore in the land of Canaan: now 
therefore, we pray thee, let thy servants dwell in the land of Goshen" 
(Gen. 47: 3, 4). Sometimes we have to ask Pharaoh, good human 
belief, to accept us, and we've got to do it if we are going anywhere. 
We, too, have to say to Pharaoh, "Will you let us be a shepherd 
of your cattle ?" 

"And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, saying, Thy father and thy 
brethren are come unto thee : the land of Egypt is before thee ; in 
the best of the land make thy father and brethren to dwell" (Gen. 
47: 5, 6). You will have this experience in every single demonstra- 
tion that you try to make. "The land of Egypt is before theeu-that 
means that you are able to handle evil and exchange "the objects 
of sense for the ideas of Soul" (S. & H. 269: 15-16), to translate 
matter out of matter into Mind. What will you be using when you 
are doing that? You will be using your understanding of the nature 
of Soul as Spirit, but it will be melting into the understanding of 
Soul as Soul, where you begin to touch the hem of the garment of 
the Christ-idea. 

"And if thou knowest any men of activity among them, then make 
them rulers over my cattle" (Gen. 47: 6). That is what Pharaoh says, 



and that is u h a t  good human conception wil l  say to us. if we can 
deliver thc goods: ".411 right, you understand the rule of Soul. We 
w i l l  makc > o u  rulers over our 'cattle'." 

"And Joseph brought in Jacob hi5 fkither, and set him before 
Pharaoh: and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said unto 
Jacob. How old art thou'? And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days 
of the yel~rs  of my pilgrimage a x  an hundred and thirty years: few 
and evil have the days of the years of my life been, and hzve not 
attained unto the day5 of the years of the life of my fathers in the 
days of their pllgrirnage" (Gen. 47: 7-9). Remember that at this 
point the pinnacle of the symbol of the spiritual idea was Joseph. 
and thc Jacob state of thought ufas at the point where it offered 
sacrifices on14 t o  thc God of Isaac, but i t  is interesting that Jacob's 
age u hen he \sent doun into Egypt uas  130. I have always felt that 
there \{as sonicthing very w.onderfu1 about the figure 13, because 
it has been so nialprxtised. Amcrica started with 13 states, and 
here we are dealing with 13 with Jacob and his twelve sons. Often 
something that is outrageously nialpractised has great significance 
behind it. 

"And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from before Pharaoh. 
And Joseph plriced his father and his brethren. and gave them a 
possession in the Iand of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land 
of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded. And Joseph nourished 
his father, and his brethren, and all his Fdther's household, with 
bread, according to their families" (Gen. 47: 30-12). 

The Three Degrees of Translation 

"And there was no bread in all the land : for the famine was very 
sore, so that the land of Egypt and all the Iand of Canaan fainted 
hy reason of the famine. And Joseph gathered up all the money 
that uas  found in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan. 
for the corn which they bought" (tien. 47: 13, 14). First of all it 
says that Joseph took the Egyptians' money, which symbolized the 
physical, the most material state of thought, and then he gathered 
up all their cattle. which symbolized the moral, and finally he 
gathered up all their land, which symbolized the idea-you get the 
three degrees t hcre very clearly. 

"And Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in the 
land of' Egjpt. and in the land of Canaan, for the corn which they 
bought: and Jowph brought the money into Pharaoh's house"-- 
he subord~nritt.d it to good human belief. "And when money failed 
in the land ot' Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians 
came unto Joszph, and said, Give us bread: for why should we die 



in thy presence? for the money faileth" (Gen. 47: 14, 15). Very 
often when we have attained to some measure of the Joseph state 
of consciousness, there is still a famine in the land and we have 
to do something more: we have to demonstrate completely and 
entirely in human experience the process of giving up the physical 
through analysis, of bringing about the moral through the uncovering 
of error, and attaining the spiritual when error is annihilated. So 
you can see what this story symbolizes. 

"And Joseph said, Give your cattle: and T will give you for your 
cattle, if money fail. And they brought their cattle unto Joseph" 
(Gen. 47: 16, 17). Of course, if you take this literally, Joseph was 
wry cruel; he gathered up first their money, then their cattle, and 
then their land. But it isn't to be taken literally, and spiritually it 
is the most wonderful description of how Joseph completed his 
mission as only Science can do. He showed the scientiJic translation 
of the mortal concept through the three degrees of the physical, 
the moral, and the spiritual. Only Science can demonstrate that. 

"And they brought their cattle unto Joseph: and Joseph gave 
them bread in exchange for horses, and for the flocks, and for the 
cattle of the herds, and for the asses: and he fed them with bread 
for all their cattle for that year. When that year was ended, they 
came unto him the second year, and said unto him, We will not 
hide it from my lord, how that our money is spent; my lord also 
hath our herds of cattle; there is not ought left in the sight of my 
lord, but our bodies, and our lands" (Gen. 47: 17, 18). Mrs. Eddy 
says, "In the third degree mortal mind disappears, and man as 
God's image appears" (S. & H. 116: 4-5). And so now they were 
going to give up their bodies and their lands-they were going to 
give up every belief of mortality. "Wherefore shall we die before 
thine eyes, both we and our land? buy us and our land for bread, 
and we and our land will be servants unto Pharaoh: and give us 
seed, that we may live, and not die, that the land be not desolate" 
(Gen. 47: 19). 

"And Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh; for the 
Egyptians sold every man his field, because the famine prevailed 
over them: so the land became Pharaoh's" (Gen. 47: 20)-Joseph 
returned it all to good human belief. He made his demonstration, 
but he kept nothing for himself-he returned it all to good human 
belief. That always reminds me of what Jesus said: "Rejoice not, 
that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because 
your names are written in heaven" (Luke 10: 20). Mrs. Eddy 
revealed Christian Science, which shows men how to understand 
God, and out of that understanding of God there comes demonstra- 
tion,-healing the sick, improving of homes, improving of busi- 
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ncsses. and C L  erything of' the kind,-but what is of primary import- 
ance is the understanding of God. I think that after Mrs. Eddy 
lcti us, 11t.r follouers often lost sight of what \vas of primary import- 
ance and Chrktian Sciencc almost became just another form of 
medicine--and how will that help the norld? It is only by under- 
standing the uomanhood of God, the Joseph state of thought. by 
understanding the Science of the Christ, that we can really help 
mankind. 

"And Joseph bought all the land of Empt for Pharaoh; for thc 
Egyptians sold every man his field, because the famine prevailed 
over them: w the land became Pharaoh's. And ri5 for the people. 
he removed thcrn to cities from one end of the borders of Egypt 
even to the other end thereof" (Gen. 47: 20. 2 1 ) .  I f  you take that 
literally. ~t seenl.; :I pretty cruel thing to have done. but it is a symbol 
of how Joseph p v t :  them the spiritual idea in exchange for materiality 
and removed their thinking from the extreme of materiality to some 
censc of the \prrtual. 

"Only the land of the priests bought he not; for the priests had 
a portion r.lssipncd them of Pharaoh. and did eat their portion which 
Pharaoh _gave them: wherefore they sold not their landsv-I don't 
suppose that Joseph was anxious to buy them, for the priests sym- 
bolized eccle\iastical despotism and Joseph could see that they were 
not willing to give up their lands. 

"Then Jostlph said unto the people, Behold, I have bought you 
this day and your land for Pharaoh: lo. here is seed for yoti. and 
ye shall sou. the land" (Gen. 47: 22. 23). If there is a famine of 
spiritual sense and you can use your Christ sense to analyze, uncover, 
and annihilate that famine. and if you can demonstrate that to good 
human beliet'. then you will be doing what Joseph did. If you find 
yourself in any famine.-a famine brought about by sin, or a famine 
brought about hy disease. or a famine of spiritual sense in yourself, 
-and because of the spiritual ideas you entertain you are able to 
redeem man from the belief of the physical, and from the belief of 
the moral, and bring him to some sense of the spiritual, then you 
can say. "I h a ~ c  bought you this day and your land for Pharaoh." 
Paul said. "For ye are bought with ;1 price" ( I  Cor. 6: 20). 

If this story is taken literally, Joseph is shown in an unpleasant 
light, but u e  must take it as it was written by these inspired prophets 
-to illustrate the \!.orking of divine metaphysics. 

The Word Must Be Made Flesh 

"Then Joseph said unto the people, Behold, I have bought you 
this day and your land for Pharaoh: lo, here is seed for you, and 
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ye shall sow the land. And it shall come to pass in the increase, 
that ye shall give the fifth part unto PharaohM-they were to show 
Pharaoh their willingness to lay down the mortal concept. "And 
four parts shall be your own,"-they were to retain the calculus 
of reality,-"for seed of the field, and for your food, and for them 
of your households, and for food for your little ones. And they said, 
Thou hast saved our lives: let us find grace in the sight of my lord, 
and we will be Pharaoh's servantsM-the servants of good human 
belief. "And Joseph made it a law over the land of Egypt unto this 
day, that Pharaoh should have the fifth part; except the land of the 
priests only, which became not Pharaoh's. And Israel dwelt in 
the land of Egypt, in the country of Goshen; and they had pos- 
sessions therein, and grew, and multiplied exceedingly. And Jacob 
lived in the land of Egypt seventeen yearsv-you remember how 
they used that symbol of "seventeen" in the story of the ark (see 
Gen. 7:  11, 8: 4), and it means the application of the "seven" to 
the human. "So the whole age of Jacob was an hundred forty and 
seven years" (Gen. 47 : 23-28). 

You know, we must recognize that we've got to make demon- 
strations that will render to Pharaoh the thngs that are due to 
Pharaoh-t hat is, when Pharaoh represents good human belief, as 
he did in the time of Joseph. Mrs. Eddy says, "Immortal Mind, 
governing all, must be acknowledged as supreme in the physical 
realm, so-called, as well as in the spiritual" (S. & H. 427: 23-25), 
and we've got to bring out the fact that Christian Science is no 
abstraction. Chistian Science teaches us the scientific translation of 
immortal Mind and so teaches us the scientific translation of mortal 
mind, and unless we can show that the Word is "made flesh" 
(John 1 : 14), unless .we can give humanity proof that good human 
belief understands, unless Christian Scientists can present to 
humanity better morals, better health, better intelligence, better 
standards of every kind, more impersonality, less fear, less hate, less 
jealousy, less envy, less greed, and less selfishness, unless we can 
do those things, humanity won't look at us. So remember that the 
Joseph in you makes demands on you: it demands that you remain 
a shepherd. And if you find yourself in a time of famine, and we 
often find ourselves in a famine,-a famine brought about by fear 
or worry or something of the kind,-the Joseph in you demands not 
only that you have the corn, which is your daily bread, symbolizing 
the days of creation leading to the synonymous terms for God, but 
also that you render proof to Pharaoh through analysis, uncovering, 
and annihilation of the mortal sense of things. The Word must be 
"made flesh." After all, there never was a more striking example 
of rendering to Pharaoh, to good human belief, than Jesus gave. 
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His own followers were many of them Pharaohs,-their thought was 
on the level o f  good human belief,-but Jesus proved Science to 
perfection to them in order to strengthen them and to satisfy and 
comfort them. And you and I will have to do the same. 

The Joseph Takes Care of the Jacob in You 

"And the time drew nigh that Israel must die:"-the symbol 
was finished. The time comes in your experience when the symbol 
changes and the old sense of' it goes. "And he called his son Joseph, 
and said unt,, him, I f  now I have found grace in thy sight, put, I 
pray thee, thy hand under my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with 
me; bury me not, I pray thee, in Egypt: but 1 b i l l  lie with my fathers, 
and thou shalt carry me out of Egypt, and bury me in their burying- 
place. And 11: said, I will do as thou hast said. And he said, Swear 
unto me. And he sware unto him. And Israel bowed himself upon 
the bed's hc,:ti" (Gen. 47: 29-31). It is an interesting point that i t '  
you hake r l w  Joseph sense of things, and the time comes when the 
Jacob symbol must pass away in your thought, because you haw 
gone beyond i t ,  then the Joseph state of thought uill take care even 
of that symbol that is passing away. Though to human sense the 
symbol may seem to be dying, the Joseph sense of things will 
strengthen it. revive i t .  and inspire it, as we shall see. 

"And it c;me to pass after these things, that one told Joseph, 
Behold. thy t'ather is sick: and he took with him his two sons. 
Manaswh and Ephraim. And one told Jacob, and said, Behold, 
thy mn Joseph cometh unto thee: and lsracl strengthened himselt'. 
and sat upon the bed. And Jacob said unto Joseph. God Almighty 
appeared unto me at LUZ in the land of Canaan, and blessed me, 
and said unto me, Behold, 1 will make thee fruitful, and multiply 
thee, and I w i l l  make of thee a multitude of people; and will glve 
this land to r hy seed after thee for an everlasting possession. And 
now thy t ~ o  sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, ~ h i c h  were born unto 
thee in the land of' Egypt before I came unto thee into Egypt, are 
mine: as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine" (Gen. 48: 1-5). 
Jacob now \vas claiming Joseph's sons as his firstborn, and of course 
Ephraim and Vanasseh became the heart and soul of the Northern 
Kingdom of 1sr:iel. 

"And thy issue, which thou begettest after them, shall be thine, 
and shall be called after the name of their brethren in their inherit- 
ance. And as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died by 
me in the land of Canaan in the way, when yet there was but a 
little way to come unto Ephrath: and I buried her there in the way 
of Ephrath; the same is Beth-lehem. And Israel beheld Joseph's 
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sons, and said, Who are these? And Joseph said unto his father, 
They are my sons, whom God hath given me in this place. And he 
said, Bring them, I pray thee, unto me, and I will bless them. Now 
the eyes of Israel were dim for age, so that he could not see. And 
he brought them near unto him; and he kissed them, and embraced 
them. And Tsrael said unto Joseph, I had not thought to see thy 
face: and lo, God hath shewed me also thy seed. And Joseph 
brought them out from between his knees, and he bowed himself 
with his face to the earth" (Gen. 48: 6-12). 

The Ephraim Shall Be Greater than the Manasseh 

"And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward 
Israel's left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward Israel's 
right hand, and brought them near unto him. And Israel stretched 
out his right hand, and laid it upon Ephraim's head, who was the 
younger, and his left hand upon Manasseh's head, guiding his hands 
wittingly ; for Manasseh was the firstborn. And he blessed Joseph, 
and said, God, before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac did 
walk,"-it was now the God of Abraham and Isaac,-"the God 
which fed me all my life long unto this day, the Angel which redeemed 
me from all evil, bless the lads; and let my name be named on them, 
and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow 
into a multitude in the midst of the earth. And when Joseph saw 
that his father laid his right hand upon the head of Ephraim, it 
displeased him: and he held up his father's hand, to remove it from 
Ephraim's head unto Manasseh's head. And Joseph said unto his 
father, Not so, my father: for this is the firstborn; put thy right 
hand upon his head. And his father refused, and said, I know it, 
my son, I know it: he also shall become a people, and he also shall 
be great: but truly his younger brother shall be greater than he, and 
his seed shall become a multitude of nations" (Gen. 48: 13-19). 
You remember that Joseph had strengthened and nourished Jacob 
when the Jacob state of thought had not attained as much as the 
Joseph, but now the Jacob state of thought was guiding and inspiring 
the Joseph, because Jacob saw more than Joseph at this point. 

Now, suppose you're working out your life problem, or a specific 
individual problem, and you come to a certain point which we call 
the Jacob state of thought, because you begin to see the nothingness 
of material things,-"the so-called material senses" begin to "yield 
to the spiritual sense of Life and Love" (S. & H. 589: 6-7),-and 
then you go on to the Joseph state of thought, which is "a higher 
sense of Truth" (S. & H. 589 : 19), and a "fruitful bough . . . whose 
branches run over the wall" (Gen. 49: 22), and you see the woman- 
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hood of the spiritual idea, don't neglect the Jacob in you, but 
nourish it, strengthen it, comfort i t ,  and "see thou hurt not the 
oil and the wine" (Rev. 6: 6). because the time may come when 
that Jacob sense of things will be essential to your demonstration, 
as  it was here. 

Jacob e\.icIcntly saw-probably through experience-that the 
Ephraim st:ltc of' thought ~vould be greater than the hjanasseh state 
of thought. L ou ren~cmber that \+hen Manassch was born, Joseph 
said. "God hat11 made mc forget all my toil. and all my father's 
house." and \t lien Ephrnini was born he said, "For God hath 
caused m e  to bc t'ruitt'ul in thc land of my atfiiction" (Gen. 41 : 51, 
52).  You h n ~ c  thc same experience: you come into Science and you 
first have the Vanasseh thought as you begin to "till the soil" 
honestly and earnestl>.-that is. as you begin to strive to overcome 
wrong beliefs n.ith some sense of Science,--but then the time comes 
when you inhcrit the Flphraim sense of things and you begin to see 
in Science the fruit of' !.our understanding: and then you don't till 
the soil an! more, because you have a positive sense of Science. 

Joseph at this point was tempted to hdieve in the time factor. 
and therefore \t.nntcd hfrinasseh blessed before Ephraim; we are 
all tempted to cherish some belief just becnusc of age o r  tradition 
or heredity. Jacob had seen that his o\vn firstborn had been far 
surpassed by his youngest sons, Joseph and Benjamin, and so he 
refused to bless Xfanasseh first merely on account of his age. He 
said. "I know it .  my son. I know it: he also shall become a people. 
and he also s1l;ill be p u t :  but truly his younger brother shall be 
greater than hc. and his wed shall become a multitude of nations" 
-that is. pure reflection shall achieve more thin "tilling the soil." 
"His seed !hail become a multitude of nations" (Gen. 48:  19)-we 
shall see in scientific Christianity how every idea reflects every other 
idea. Chris~i;inity is all a matter of reflection and relationship. In 
Christianit) \,l.u sct. the infinite relationship of Life, Truth. and 
Lo\.c,-Frither, Son. and Mother,-diversified. classified, and indi- 
vidualized as Spirit, identificd as Soul, seen as the All-in-all in Mind, 
and brought hick to Principle for the poMu of demonstration. And 
so you see evcry idea in its true relationship to every other idea, 
and that is Christianity-true relationship and true reflection. 

"And he hlcsscd them that day, saying, In thee shall Israel bless. 
saying, God make thee as Ephraim and as Manasseh: and he set 
Ephraim befor-c \.lanasseh" (Gen. 48: 20). And so as we understand 
Joseph. :is we understand Science. we scc that what Mrs. Eddy calls 
"tilling the g-ound" (see S. 6r H. 545: 7-20),-trying to overcome 
evil with a certain amount of good,-doesn't accomplish very much. 
and the minutc you  touch Science, there is only the spiritual. Science 
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doesn't know any dualism, because Science knows only one factor, 
and the minute you touch Science, you are in the realm of the 
spiritual and only the spiritual. 

The Value of the Story of Joseph in Demonstration 

"And Israel said unto Joseph, Behold, I die: but God shall be 
with you, and bring you again unto the land of your fathers. More- 
over I have given to thee one portion above thy brethren, which I 
took out of the hand of the Amorite with my sword and with my 
bow" (Gen. 48 : 2 1,22). Whenever Soul identifies for you the spiritual 
idea at the point of the "twelve" of demonstration, you begin to 
see that the highest point of that demonstration is that state of 
consciousness symbolized by Joseph, a sense of Science. You begin 
to see that understanding will create, but that nothing will conceive 
but that which is womanhood and motherhood. That becomes clear 
in every demonstration. The twelve sons of Jacob represented a 
measure of demonstration in that age. They really represented the 
beginning of the manifestation of the demonstration of the spiritual 
idea-not the revelation of it, but the demonstration of it. You 
don't realize demonstration until you rise to the point of Joseph, 
and when you rise to that point, remember that you will still need 
your Jacob; let nothing be lost. You may be tempted at that point 
to "till the soil" and place greater importance on that, but the Jacob 
state of thought will show you that the Ephraim must come first- 
you must have the sense of the fruit of your understanding, a sense 
of the blessing of Spirit, the development of Spirit, the birth of 
Spirit, and that must be identified through Soul. Don't forget that 
we are considering Soul as Spirit. 

And so you see how vast this story is. There isn't a line of it that 
is not vital and living. It is not a historical record of something 
that happened thousands of years ago, but a symbol of immense 
value for you and me to-day. Consider the symbol of some great 
composition in music: how could you explain it? You could only 
give a sense of it, and it can only be understood mentally. And so 
it is with these vast symbols like Joseph. "As we rise, the symbols 
disappear," because the symbols become more and more vast, less 
and less personal, more and more essential and of greater spiritual 
value, and so you have to understand them more and more mentally 
and spiritually, until the symbol and the idea become one and the 
same; eventually there isn't even a symbol or an idea, but just God- 
"that God may be all in all." And then you look out from the point 
of reflection-you don't look up to God, but you look out from 



God. And the time must come when each one of us looks out from 
Principle,-uhsn the idea is seen to be included in the Principle. 

So take this Joseph story and ponder ~ t .  I can talk to you about 
it, but that is a little thing: the great thing is for you to use it  iq 

your experience. You will have to go down into E m t :  you will 
have to learn metaphysically and scientifically how to use your 
understa~ding of the sevenfold aspect of God's nature to handle 
the claims of evil. So \\hen you find yourself in Egypt, rejoice like 
Joseph that )ou 11al.e left your father's house and rejoice that you 
are happy In F p p t  in the handling of evil, and then you too will 
learn how ro C S ~ .  the sc\en good years to deal systematically n i t h  
the lean years. Then \. ou wiH be enablcd to hrins your own sense 
of things, uhlch you left behind in the land of' Canmn, and also 
bring others tt-.rough the time of famine. You will be enabled to 
bring forth t uo  sons and to put your s9n Ephraim first,-you w~ll 
look at ever?rhing from the subjective point of view, t'rom the 
point of view 01' the fruit of Science,-and that won't deprive you 
of the Manaswh. 1% hich is the ability to handle evil. 

So you sct the \~istness and the infinite a\lailabiIity of this wonder- 
ful story ot' Jtwph.--this story of the climr~x of the "twelve" of 
demonstration as i t  was identified in this period of Soul through 
thc twelve sons ot' Jacob. 

The M'ay to Help the \Vorld 

You've got ro Ix '1 shepherd: you '~e  got to udtch your thinking. 
Remember hou the shepherds ~ a t c h e d  their flocks by night, and so 
the Christ came to them (see Luke 2: 8-1 1 ). You must not only 
watch "by nigiit" ~ i h c n  there IS darkness, but you must also xi tch 
in the day, uhcn things seem to be right. 

There neirer uas a trme in human experience when we needed to 
watch more tl-,an h e  do to-day, because nobody in the world can 
say to-day  MI^ h ;ibsolute certainty M hat is right and ivhat is not right. 
Whenever I meet anybody who is prepared to tell me exactly what 
is right. 1 kaou that he is exactly wrong, because uith the position 
as it IS  in the norld no one understands exactly what is happening, 
and as far as h e  are concerned, we don't really have to. When 
.Mrs. Eddy was asked what her polltics wcre. she said, "I haven't 
any." (Scc M y  276: 23 25.) The only way we can help the world is 
to understand the sp~r~tua l  idea. As uVe understand the spiritual idea. 
we shall demonstrate it. Jesus was the master Metdphysician, rind 
yet he had notlung uhateirer to do ~ i t h  pol~tlcs. On one occasion, 
he said, "Alan. who made me a judge or a dik ~ d e r  over you ?" (Luke 
12: 13). You. .ill of us mult choose hou ut. can serce mankind 
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best. If I read the newspapers to-day and I listen to the radio and 
I try to decide what is right and what is wrong, I am often uncertain, 
but if I spend my time gaining deep spiritual sense, striving and 
striving for it and keeping my thought on that plane, I know that 
that spiritual sense will go out into the atmosphere of mortal thought 
and analyze, uncover. and annihilate those conditions which are 
operating in the world to-day and which nobody understands. 

And so let's be shepherds. Let the Joseph in you make you a 
shepherd, let it make you a thinker. You remember what Jesus said: 
"Ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not 
troubled" (Matt. 24: 6). Keep your eye on the spiritual idea and be 
pure in thought. Be shepherds and watch your flock by day and 
watch it more than ever by night, because it seems to be a pretty 
dark night. We've got to watch our flock, and that is the only way 
we can help mankind. Look at the myriads of people in the world 
who are telling people what is right and what is wrong humanly, 
and who knows? But we do know, scientifically, what is right. We 
do know the dignity and the certainty of the spiritual idea and we 
know that it is the only thing that matters. So let the Joseph in 
you lead you to be a shepherd. 

INTERVAL 

The Blessings on the Twelve Sons of Jacob 

how we come to the blessings on Jacob's twelve sons, and it is 
a wonderfd climax-the blessing of demonstration. These twelve 
sons became the symbol of the spiritual idea; they symbolized in 
their age the "twelve," which we know to-day as Life, Truth, and 
Love operating as the Word, the Christ, Christianity, and Science. 
The "twelve" was manifested in a different aspect by the tweIve 
apostles and by the twelve gates of the city foursquare. "Twelve" 
always symbolizes demonstration, and here you have the blessing 
of it. 

Nobody believes for a moment that these blessings were actually 
given by Jacob to his sons. They were written by the prophets who 
wrote the story of the days of creation and put it into the first chapter 
of Genesis and the first three verses of the second. The order in 
which the twelve sons are blessed is different from the order in which 
they were supposed to have been born, and from the order in 
which they went into Egypt. This is an interesting sequence. First 
of all there are the blessings on Reuben, Simeon and Levi, and Judah, 
who were the first four sons of Leah. Following that are the blessings 
on Zebulun and Issachar, who were also sons of Leah. And then 
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comes the blessing on Dan. one of the sons of Bilhah. who was 
Rachel's handmaid. Then come the blessings on Gad and Asher, 
who were both sons of Zilpah, Leah's maid: then the blessing on 
Naphtali, who was another son of Bilhah's: and lastly the blessings 
on Joseph and Benjamin. So you have thc scquence of the six sons 
of Leah, one of Bilhah's sons, two of Zilpah's sons, another of 
Bilhah's sons. and then the sons of Rachel.-Joseph and Benjamin. 

When you come to the blessings, you find the whole wonderful 
story of Joseph fulfilled. It is really fulfilled and climaxed in that 
marvellous blessing on Joseph (see Gen. 49: 22-26). The story of 
the twelve son% $how$ the necqsity of the Benjamin state of thought. 
You remember that when Rachel had borne Joseph, she said, "The 
Lord shall add to me another son" (Gen. 30: 24), and Benjamin, 
"renewal of atfections" (S. & H. 582: 22), is essential t o  uplift the 
"ten" of the Commandments to the Joseph sense of things. urhich 
is a sense of Science and of womanhood. We all need that Benjamin 
state of thought. 

And then \.s.e come in Chapter 50 to the story of Jacob's passing 
and his body being taken back into Canaan. It has certain aspects 
that are very ~nteresting, but we won't go into it in detail. 

An Introduction to Moses 

And noiv we come to the story of Moses. Moses was not the 
symbol: Moses was more like the prophets in that he presented the 
spiritual idea. Up to the time of Moses the Scriptural writers first 
used myths or- origin-stories, and then sagas, but with Moses they 
began to use what are called legends o r  traditions. 

I want you to hear a few extracts from a book called "Personalities 
of the Old Testament" by Fleming James. He says some very 
interesting things about Moses:- 

A word might be said also regarding the term "legend" which is 
commonly used to describe the Moses narratives. It signifies "a tra- 
ditional story popularly regarded as historical" and in this strict sense 
cannot be objectionable. But unfortunately it carries with it the impli- 
cation that the tradition thus preserved is not true, or at least has only 
a core of truth. "Legend" is therefore a question-begging term which 
we shall avoid, substituting for it the neutral term "tradition" (i.e. what 
has been handed down). This exactly describes what we possess regard- 
ing Moses. These stories were actually handed down and believed 
through gencrations until they attained their present form several 
centuries after \loses' death . . . 

The oppression of the Israelites. accordingly, is accepted by historians 
as a fact. It is usually dated in the reign of Ramses 11 (1301-1235 B.c.), 
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the actual exodus being put under his successor, Merneptah. This 
dating is not unchallenged. Some think that Thotmes I11 or his suc- 
cessor was the Pharaoh of the oppression, which would place the 
exodus 200 years earlier. Still other datings are advocated. For our 
study the date is unimportant, and we shall adhere to the usual 
chronology. 

The tradition tells how the continued increase of the Israelites led 
the Pharaoh to further attempts at repression, the last being a com- 
mand that every male Israelite child be destroyed at birth. All in vain. 
One child slipped through the net and became the deliverer of his people. 
But this charming story of Moses' rescue and adoption by the daughter 
of the Pharaoh is generally regarded as legend. One thing, however, is 
certain: the name Moses is Egyptian and indicates that its bearer may 
have received it in Egypt . . . 

Since Jethro was a priest, as a member of his household Moses must 
have come into contact with the practice of the Midianitish religion. 
Now it is a common hypothesis that the Midianites worshipped a deity 
called Yahweh, and that Moses derived from Jethro a knowledge both 
of Yahweh and of the way in which He was to be worshipped. Tradition 
however asserts that he came to know Yahweh in a different way . . . 

He had led Jethro's flock to the west of the desert "to the mountain 
of God, to Horeb." Suddenly, tradition reports, he was vouchsafed a 
theophany (Exod. 3: 2ff). Turning aside to see a burning bush which 
yet did not burn, he heard a voice from the midst of it calling his name: 
"Moses, Moses, draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy 
feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground." Then the 
speaking Deity identified Himself. "1 am the God of thy father, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." Over- 
come with the awful presence Moses "hid his face; for he was afraid 
to look upon God." . . . 

But Moses had another difficulty. "Behold, when I come unto the 
children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers 
hath sent me unto you; and they shall say unto me, What is his name? 
What shall I say unto them?" This was a natural question, for to the 
antique man the name disclosed the very innermost being of its bearer. 
Moses then was asking for nothing less than an authoritative revelation 
of the nature of God. And he received it. God answered, "I WILL BE 
THAT I WILL BE . . . Thus shalt thou say unto the sons of Israel, 
1 WILL BE hath sent me unto you. . . . Yahwrh, the God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 
hath sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and this is my memorial 
unto all generations." 

Thus, according to tradition, Yahweh made Himself known to 
Moses. Here the religion of Israel began . . . 

We must recognize at the outset that if we possess any trustworthy 
recollections of Moses' call these must go back to Moses himself, for 
no other human being was a witness of the transaction. Again, if he 
had such a call he would be compelled to relate it to the Israelites in 
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order to pro\e his divine commission. Such a narrative would natur- 
ally be tr,tn.niitted along ivith the other recollections of the great leader. 
and it is iur-cl) not ~rnpossible that it coi~ld h a ~ c  come down without 
sulxtantinl iii\tigi~rcn~cnt to the J and 1: Lvriters. The fact that these 
u riters prcwn c ciitkrent ~ersions ;~nd \. '~rying features of it would not 
detract t'r-on1 rhcir crcctibilit>.. \\'c ou_cht tticrcfore to approach it with 
an nttitucfc 01'crcdence and abandon this only if n e  nieet with clement3 
that ;ire 1iianil;'stly iniprobablc. . . . 

O n  o w  point both the J and E tradition4 are explicit. The God thus 
rc.\e;tling Hinicclf uric; not ;i new God. but the Goti of the fathers . . . 

The ne\t point to be noticed is that the God who mccts \loses is 
\.crq likc Slosss hinwlf. Ilc too has been listening to thc cry of His 
pcople a11J 4 :roin;r t o  do ~ o ~ ~ r c ~ f l ~ i r i , r  ;thout i t .  "I  ;m come down to 
deli\cr ttic111." Here is perhap\ the oi~tst;rn(iing charxteristic of Moses' 
God. tlc ci(:.es not sit placidly in he;~\en but entcrs the struggle of 
earth. tlc c~:ters it on t)ch;~lr of the oppre\scci. to deli\.er them from 
their opprewlrs and bring them into n good land. Hc i5 a redeeming 
(;od, a l,.vcr of the poor. ;t inaker of histor?. 

H e  also \t.orks through men. Y o m e  now therefore, and I will send 
thee unto P!inraoh. that thou maycst bring forth my people the children 
of  Israel out of i 'pp t !"  So He ci~lls tiicn. not t\, contemplation. b i~ t  
t:, w'ork. 301 to e;w. hilt to seltless de\.otion. There is; no more authentic 
note of I5:;lcl'j rclig:on than [his. . . . 

He rc~crili llinisclt' .IS brah\\eii. L'prj11 n o  element in the Mosaic 
tradition arc \cholars in Iiiore coniplctc ;rgrecnient than upon this, that 
hlo5cs introtiilcccf the nirnie Yahtvch to Israel. 

Symbolizing the Things of God 

Our h i ~ ~ h c \ ~  sqn~bols to-day irrc Mind. Spirit, Soul. Principle. 
Life. Truth. and 1-cnc. \r'ou and 1 arc trying t o  symbol i~e  the things 
ot' reality ~ I I I . O L I $  ~ I I U W  seven synonymous tcrrns for one God,  and 
\ie Iukc bccn considering how these synonymous terms reflect each 
other. For iti.;tanct.. i n  this third t housand- ju r  period \f.e have been 
seeing Soul .I.; 3lind illustrated in  the story of .-1bratir1n-i. and Soul 
;IS Spirit illu\tr:ttcci in the stories of Jacob and Joseph. The minute 
\ o u  bcgin to consic1i.1. t~u\v the synonyn~ous terms for G o d  reflect 
cach or lit^. > ~ , u  are ~tsing the dii.int. intinitc calculus. l ' ou  come 
I'rom thc <it;. t 'our-~luare, ~vhcre you Il;~\e the one Lit;: ;it the north, 
tlic onc l ' r u r  :I  ~t thc cast. flit. one LOLT at the south. and thc one 
t i i ~  inc P r i n c i l ~ l ~ ,  Lovc. at the \vest. and \\hen you besin to  see how 
they rctlect c;rch otllcr you are going through the t\velve gates of' 
thc city,--you see Life. Truth, and Lovc. the essential nature of 
God. operittiri~ as the kL'ol-d, the Christ, Christianity. ;ind Science. 

You can sce tlow \:\st the days of' creation art. when you remem- 
her that the prophets assigned to the illustration o t' e i d i  one of  them 
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a thousand years of the Scriptural record of the developing of the 
spiritual idea. The vastest things in all the world are Mind, Spirit, 
Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, and Love. We can only symbolize them 
in part. Our system of symbolization to-day is the system of the 
"incorporeal, divine, supreme, infinitem-the Word, the Christ, 
Christianity, and Science,-through which the fundamental terms 
for God operate-"Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, Love" 
(S. & H. 465: 9 -  10). You and I have got to learn the values of those 
terms; we've got to learn what they really mean. We began to learn 
something of them,-we saw, for instance, that Mind is activity, 
wisdom, intelligence, and so on,-but now we are seeing them in 
operation and seeing how they reflect each other. Our study all 
goes to culture our sense of God, our sense of Mind, Spirit, Soul, 
Principle, Life, Truth, and Love and how they operate. As that 
sense is cultured, it uses us, and remember that you don't have to 
push or pull in Science: you've only got to love it and welcome it. 
The nature of Science is the Christ, which forever translates itself. 
Because God is Love, He must forever translate His own ideal to 
every state of thought. If you love somebody, you want them to 
know your ideal; well, God is divine Principle, Love, and that 
Principle is forever translating its ideal, or Christ, irresistibly and 
infinitely. 

When we first touched the days of creation, we saw that there 
was an order to them,-that Mind says, "Let there be light," that 
Spirit says, "Let there be development of that light," Soul says, 
"Let it be definite and identified," Principle says, "Let it be demon- 
strated," Life says, "Let it be eternalized, let it be individualized," 
Truth says, "Let it be the Son of God, let it have form, let it be 
manhood," and Love says, "Let it be fulfilled." With Science you 
don't have to push and pull. You begin by seeking it, but the minute 
you seek it, the light comes, because the Christ follows the Word 
3s naturally as the day breaks. 

So we are watching the development of a fuller and fuller sense 
of Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, and Love and the way 
they operate. 

Correlation with the Third Day of Creation 

The third day of creation begins: "And God said, Let the waters 
under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the 
dry land appear: and it was so" (Gen. 1 :  9). At the beginning of 
the third thousand-year period Abraham said, in effect, "1 am going 
out of Ur  of the Chaldees and I am going to look for a 'city which 
hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God' (Heb. 1 1 : 10) ; 
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I am going out to identify the one creator, to make definite the 
fatherhood of God, the creative senseg'--Soul as Mind. 

"And God called the dry Iand Earth; and the gathering togethcr 
of the waters callcd he Seas: and God saw that it was goodw--Soul 
as Spirit. "And God called the dry Iand Earth"-that was illustrated 
in the story of' Jacob. The definite creative sense that Abraham had 
of the fattierhood of God began to decelop, and "God called the 
dry land Earth." the spiritual idea. "And the gathering together of 
the waters called he Seas : and God saw that it was good" (Gen. 1 : 10) 
-remember how Jacob wrestled and then how Joseph went on 
with that wrsstling when he handled the hdiefs of Egypt. of the 
carnal mind. Mrs. tddy  says of this verse. "Here the human concept 
and divine idea seem confused by the translator. but they are not 
so in the scientiticrilly Christian meaning ot' the text. Upon Adam 
devolved the pleciwrable task of finding names for all material 
things, but Adam has not yet appeared in the narrative. In metaphor. 
the dry land illustrates the absolute formations instituted by Mind. 
while \rSater symbolizes the elements of Mind. Spirit duly feeds and 
clothes every object,"-think of Joseph.-":is it appears in the line 
of spiritual creation, thus tenderly expressing the fatherhood and 
motherhood of Godw-remember that "Joseph is a fruitful bough." 
"Spirit names and blesses all. Without natures particularly defined, 
objects and subjects would be obscure. and creation would be full 
of nameless offspring-wanderers from the parent Mind, strangers 
in a tangled \+ ildcmcss" (S. 8i H. 506: 25-10). 

And now come to Soul as Soul, where Moses names God as 
Jahweh and brings the children of lsrael out of bondage. He sees 
God as the "I Lvill be that I will be," and through that identification 
of God as Jalzweh he brings the children of Israel out of Egypt. 

"And God wid, Let the earth bring forth grass,"--the Word.- 
"the herb yieltii ng seed."-the Christ.-"and the fruit tree yielding 
fruit after his hind. whose seed is in itself. upon the earth9'-Christi- 
anity:--"and it was so" (Gen. I :  11) .  Moses is supposed to be a 
prototype of thc Christ, and in Moses' work you begin to see a 
further developn~ent of that spiritual idea ~ h i c h  ui\s symbolized by 
the t\velve sons of Jiicob. "The tuelce tribes of lsrael with all mortals. 
-separated by beliet' from man's divine origin and the true idea,- 
will through iiiuch tribulation yield to the activities of the divine 
Principle of nun  in the harmony of Science" (S. & H. 562: 11-16). 
You begin to see fulfilled the idea which was symbolized by the 
twelve sons 01' J x o b .  "Let the earth bring forth grass,"-the Word, 
-"the herb y~elding seed,"-the Christ-idea, of which Moses was a 
prototype,-"and the fruit tree yielding fruit."-Moses in the Com- 
mandments began to show men the right relat~onship of man to 
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God and of man to man,-Christianity, Don't forget that our law 
as we know it to-day is based on that attempt of Moses in the 
Commandments to establish right relationship. 

So we see the Word sense, the creative sense, defined in Abraham, 
and we see the Christ sense begin to appear in the twelve sons of 
Jacob and in Moses, who became a very definite prototype of the 
Christ, and then we see the Christianity sense, the "fruit tree yield- 
ing fruit,"-the relationship of men to God and men to each other; 
and we are learning about Soul as Mind, Soul as Spirit, Soul as 
Soul, and Soul as Principle. 

With Moses we come to the point of Soul as Soul. We saw how 
Abraham symbolized Soul as Mind, how Jacob and his sons sym- 
bolized Soul as Spirit, and now we come to Soul as Soul, the 
identification of God-Moses identified God as the I AM THAT I 
AM. And then we come to Soul as Principle, where Moses gave 
the Israelites some sense of system in the Commandments. And 
then we come to Soul as Life, and it is the story of the Promised 
Land,-not Canaan, but the Promised Land that you and I are all 
seeking; it is Soul as Life, the identification of eternity, the identi- 
fication of multiplication, of immortality, and of everything that 
constitutes Life. 

Seeking Becomes Finding and Using 

"And God said, Let the earth"-the spiritual idea-"bring forth 
grass,"-grass symbolizes the creative sense which Abraham defined, 
--"the herb yielding seed,"-that was the Christ sense that came 
with the spiritual idea, symbolized by the twelve sons of Jacob,- 
"and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in 
itself, upon the earthw-you don't have to push it or pull it, because 
the "seed is in itself." You just have to seek it, and as you seek it 
earnestly, you find. You've got to render to Pharaoh "the fifth 
part,"-you have to be willing to lay down the fleshly sense of 
things if you want to get anywhere. But as you seek it and you 
say, "Let there be light," the Word operates, and then the Christ 
message comes to you. As you seek, you find. That is more certain 
than the fact that if you turn on the light, the light will come on. 
You don't have to find : you only have to seek and it comes to you. 
And as you find, you use-you can't help it. 

You don't have to go around trying humanly to find out how you 
use the spiritual idea. The truth about you and me is that "before 
Abraham was," we had the Mind of Christ. You are God's idea and 
so am I, and the kingdom of God is within us. All we have to do is 
to start by giving up the false sense of things; we have to render to 
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Pharaoh "the fifth part," and then \vc sh;ill have the "four. partc" 
of the Word. r l x  Christ, Christianity. ,111d Sciencc 1'01. oursel\e?;. 
As you seek [iirough t hc N'ord. you find : and \. ou c;m't fai l  to find. 
because the seeking imrnedi;ifely b~con ic i  thc findins. And as you  
find, you usc. No\+.. don't try to d o  it hurn;inly. Zlrs. Eddy sa>.s. 
"Hold perpetually this thought.--.that i t  is t hc spiritual idea. the 
Holy Ghost and Christ. \\.hid1 enablcs qou t o  demonstrate, Mi111 

scientific c ~ ~ t i i n t y .  the rufe oflicalinc. h~iscd upon its di\.ine Principle. 
Love. u~idt.rl>ins. o\wlj,ing. and cnconip~issin~ all true being" (S. L !  
H. 496: I5  - !  0) .  Rcnlenlbcr that \\hat is tk)i)lr something, and thc 
only thing tl1;1t ct.cr ~ J . V  L~nything. is the Christ-idea. K o ~ r .  Ict 
that Christ in you. u,hich is pour tnw <elfhood. m:lnifest it<elt: and 
as that Christ in you manifests itwlt; Science  ill c o ~ i w  to o u .  U'c 
have got to t:ikc "the human t i ~ o t ~ t e p s  leading to perfection" (S.  & 
H. 254: 1). and rcrldcr to Pharaoh "the tit'tli part." but that doesn't 
get us there. Tlir~t \~.hich gets US to Science. and the only thing that 
gets us there. is what we lire. and that i s  ti i~oli\r dependent on our 
understanding ot' \+.hat God is. So remember this: man is the con- 
sciousness of' God. 3l:ir-t is God's conscious ide:~: thercLm as >.ou 
understand Jlind. Spirit. Soul, Principle. Lifc. Truth, and Love, 
you arc being man. That conscious understanding is man. :ind 
constitutes true manhood. That undcr.;t;inding co tno  to >.ou in one 
ivay and to me in another tv;ly. It C O ~ ~ S  to c ; ~ I i  onc 01' US iildl- 
vidually. bccausc 13cing is indi\.iciual. Rc~iicriil~e~- thlit as >.ou 
seek to understand God. the Christ comes to you .  and thcn you 
begin to use i t .  

Now. \%.hat i.; that using 'l It is Christianit),. right rclationship. 
Somebody risked nic. "Hou do >,ou 11w di\.inc metaphysics'.'" The 
only thing tliat can tell you hov; to use it  is the Christ. :~nd the 
Christ co~nec to you as 1 . o ~  scch. Chri\ti;init>,. or usins. is right 
reflection and right rclationship. the risht idc~i~it).ing 01' infinitcl) 
di\,ersified. cI;~ssified. and indi\:idualizcd icicas. Let'b start from thc 
fact that UY : 1 w  the sons of God. that MY iio knou.. and let'$ all 
the time try to  cultiirate in our thinking nc)t that MT are p i t i ?  to $tl[ 
somewhere at some future time, but that u.e lire somewhere. that the 
kingdom of God is within us. and thiit the Christ-idea is opcrati~.c 
in us and that nothing else is operati\ee in us. And so let that Christ- 
idea lead you into the right use and development o f  the spiritual ideas 
that come to you. Let Christianity lead . O L I  to the infinite relation- 
ship and infinite I-etlection of  tile Christ-idea. 2nd c\.entuully -ti 
will come into the realm of Sciencc. 



'The Infinite Question and Answer 

The climax of Mrs. Eddy's teaching, and the climax of all that 
we arc doing, lies in the answer to the question, "What is God?" 
"God is incorporeal,"-the Word is always incorporeal, it leads 
thought away fronl the corporeal,-"divine,"--the Christ is always 
divine, because it comes from God,-"supseme,"-Christianity is 
always supreme in demonstration,-"infinite"-Science is infinite- 
"Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, Love" (S. & H. 465: 
8-10). "As we rise, the symbols disappear." Our symbols to-day 
are Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, and Love, but they 
are infinite; they are not seven finite terms-they are infinite. They 
reflect each other infinitely through the Word (God's own statement 
of His own nature), the Christ (the divine translation of Principle's 
own ideal), Christianity (the infinite association of every idea with 
its Principle), and Science (the one Being, the one infinite Being, in 
which the symbol of idea melts into its divine Principle). In Science 
you look at everything from divine Principle, Life, Truth, and Love, 
and from divine Principle, Soul, Spirit, and Mind. You look from 
Principle, and you see that its essential nature is Life, Truth, and 
Love, and that the way Principle translates itself is through Soul, 
Spirit, and Mind. So don't forget that all that we are doing is in 
the answer to Mrs. Eddy's question, "What is God?" "God is 
incorporeal, divine, supreme, infinite Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle, 
Life, Truth, Love." It is an infinite question and an infinite answer. 
And all we are doing is culturing our sense of that. 

Mrs. Eddy climaxed her mission when she answered the question 
"What is God?" and that is the pinnacle of Christian Science. 
Remember that it comes at the beginning of the chapter called 
"Recapitulation," and that it is the main question of the whole of 
"Science and Health," and that the whole of "Recapitulation" is based 
on the answer to that question "What is God'?" The answer to 
that question is the answer to everything. 

Now, you're all asking that,-you're asking "What is God?" 
That is the Word. You're seeking an answer to the question "What 
is God?" and your seeking is through the process of Mind, Spirit, 
Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, and Love. Then the answer that comes 
to you is this: "1 am divine Principle, Life, Truth, and Love; I 
translate my ideal of Life, Truth, and Love through Soul, Spirit, 
and Mind." And then as that translation takes place, you begin to 
see that Principle manifests itself as Mind, and you see that that 
manifestation is forever identified with Principle through Soul, 
forever reflected in Spirit as the infinite relationship-infinite father- 
hood, infinite sonship, and infinite motherhood-of Life, Truth, 
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and Love. Then the time comes when you say to yourself, "Why. 
there is nothing going o n  but divine Principle. Life, Truth, and 
Love, and it is made manifest through Soul. Spirit. and !.find." and 
then you have arrived at Science. 

So rememher that the purpose of all our study is to have a fuller. 
bastes. and more infinite sense. a more scientific and spiritual sense. 
ot' thc synonjmous terms for God through the answer to the ques- 
tion "What I <  God '?" There lies the answer to c~erything.  

Remcmhci that this idea that is coming to you ic your child: 
comfort i t ,  l o ~ e  i t .  uplift i t .  be certain of it. Ekcry mother k n o ~ s  
her o u n  child. a n d  e\c.ry mother is ufilling to mnkc sacrifice5 for her 
own child. w lift up your child and be a mother to it. and above 
all. don't Gar anything. 


